
The EpistleThe EpistleThe Epistle   
When the story of St. Luke's at Immaculate Conception is written many years hence, 
the historic March 17th Chrism Mass, celebrated by the Most Reverend Steven J. 
Lopes, the first Bishop of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter, will loom 
large. 
 
Father Mark Lewis, pastor of St. Luke's, and the parishioners of St. Luke's were 
honored that Bishop Lopes had chosen St. Luke's as the site of his first Chrism Mass. 
As befits such a milestone, the Mass was full of pageantry and solemnity. Both St. 
Luke's choir and its schola provided music. The Mass setting was by Charles Wood 
(1866-1926). Twenty-five Ordinariate priests from around the country came to 
Washington to participate in the Mass. 
 
Among those present was the Apostolic Nuncio to the United States, Archbishop 
Carlo Maria Viganò, who processed up the aisle with Ordinariate priests, whose  
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2 ranks were swelled by an almost equal number of priests from the Archdiocese of 
Washington and elsewhere. For the Ordinariate priests, the evening could not have 
been more significant: in previous years they attended the Chrism Mass and 
received their holy oils for the year in the geographical dioceses in which they reside. 
This year, for the first time, they renewed their priestly promises in the presence of 
their own bishop and received holy oils consecrated by him. Chrism Masses are 
traditionally celebrated on Holy Thursday—also popularly known as 
Maundy Thursday—but may be moved by the bishop to another date in Lent, as 
Bishop Lopes did this year. 

  
“Today, as we celebrate the 
first Chrism Mass of the 
Ordinariate of the Chair of 
St. Peter," Bishop Lopes said 
in his sermon, “Our Lord 
unrolls the scroll of the 
Prophet Isaiah and 
proclaims the Jubilee 
commission: the Spirit of the 
Lord is upon me, because he 
has anointed me to bring 
glad tidings to the poor, to 
proclaim liberty to captives, 
to announce a year of favor 
from the Lord. 
  
“In applying this prophetic 
passage to himself, our Lord 

announces to a startled congregation that this Scripture is fulfilled in their hearing. 
Indeed, this fulfillment is why we have gathered this evening, for the saving 
Mysteries of Christ’s life has passed into the sacraments. Every time the Church 
gathers for sacramental worship, the work of our salvation is fulfilled and 
accomplished.” 
  
Bishop Lopes spoke of 
the “rich symbolism of 
anointing from on 
High” and of the 
adoption of the Old 
Testament ritual of 
anointing in the 
Church's sacramental 
liturgy, but he stressed 
the efficacy of the 
sacraments, which is 
not merely symbolic, 

Archbishop Carlo Maria 
Viganò, Apostolic Nuncio to the 

United States, with Bishop Lopes  



3 noting that “the great work of the Spirit conforming to Christ is not only symbolized 
by holy anointing, it is effected by it.” 

  
After the priests renewed their priestly 
promises in the presence of Bishop Lopes, 
the oils were brought forward, carried in 
veiled urns, for the bishop to bless. The oil 
for the sick was veiled in purple—for 
suffering—the oil for the catechumens in 
green—for hope—and the oil of the 
Chrism, for ordinations, in white—for 
purity.  When Bishop Lopes consecrated 
the Chrism oil, he breathed upon the oil—
as Christ breathed upon His Apostles in 
giving them the authority to retain or 
remit sins. 
 Bishop Lopes noted the separate 
meanings of the three different oils. 

“Already in the New Testament, we see that the Oil of the Sick contains within itself 
not only the healing power of Christ, but the prayer of the Church as well,” he said, 
pointing out that the anointing can help the sick to attain “the ultimate health of 
heaven.” 
  
The oil used in Baptism, Bishop 
Lopes continued, “bears witness” 
into our incorporation in Christ, and 
the same oil in the sacrament of 
Confirmation is “fired with the seven
-fold grace of the Holy Spirit” and 
seals us for Christ. By the oil used in 
conferring Holy Orders, he said, 
those chosen for the priesthood are 
“are further conformed to Christ the 
Head, anointed with the prophetic 
and governing Spirit for the glory of 
God and for building up of the Body 
of the Church.” 
  
After the Mass ended, the veiled holy 
oils were carried out of the church in 
procession, and the priests recessed 
down the aisle and stood outside, 
facing the church, and continuing to 
sing the hymn “O Redeemer, take 
the tribute”—an especially moving 
sight as some of these priests were Episcopal clergy only a few years ago. 



3 april: Octave Day of Easter [Divine Mercy Sunday] 
Missa Brevis de Sancta Catharina  [Thurlow Weed, 2008] 
God So Loved the World [John Stainer, 1887] 

10 April: The Third Sunday of Easter 
Short Communion Service  [Adrian Batten, circa 1630] 
Lauda Anima Mea [Samuel Webbe, late 18th century] 
 
17 april: The Fourth Sunday of Easter [Good Shepherd Sunday] 
Kyrie  [Jorge Moreira, 2002] 
Mass for Four Voices [Thomas Tallis, 16th century] 
Ego Sum Pastor  [Mariano Garau, contemporary] 
My Shepherd Will Supply My Need [Virgil Thomson, 1959] 

24 April: The Fifth Sunday of Easter  
Messa à 4 [Giovanni Paolo Cima, 1610] 
Jubilate Deo [Orlando di Lasso, 1585] 
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at the Chrism Mass 

A Well-Deserved Honor for Gary Schenk  
On the morning after the Chrism Mass, the feast of St. Mary in Passiontide, Bishop 
Lopes celebrated the regular 8:30 am daily Mass according to Divine Worship: The 
Missal.  As soon as the Mass was ended, an unsuspecting Gary Schenk was led to the 
bishop to receive a surprise honor. Gary, who has faithfully served the parish for 
three decades, had no inkling that he was about to be declared Head Sacristan for 
Life by Bishop Lopes. It was a great honor. The proclamation reads:    

The Catholic Church has a long history of faithful lay men and women who have 
dedicated their lives to the advancement of its faith and work.  St. Luke’s Ordinariate 
Parish is blessed to have many who join themselves to this purpose. Today we recognize the 
selfless dedication of such a person. 

8  While Deacon James 
Barnett from Our Lady of 
Walsingham in Houston, 
Texas, took to the basement 
of the next door school to 
arrange and supervise 
packing the holy oils to be 
sent to priests throughout 
the Ordinariate, St. Luke's 
hosted a wine and cheese 
reception. The guests 
included faithful lay people, 
a group of nuns from the 
Midwest who are old 
friends of the bishop, and 
members of the clergy. 



The holy sacrifice of the mass, the most blessed 
sacrament of the altar, is the source and summit of 
our life. Prayerful preparation is required for each 
mass and careful cleansing of the sacred vessels is 
required after. Thus, Sacristans perform a most 
needed and holy service.  

Therefore, let it be known the Most Reverend Steven 
J. Lopes, First Bishop of the Personal Ordinariate of 
the Chair of Saint Peter, and the Very Reverend 
Mark W. Lewis, Pastor of St. Luke's Ordinariate 
Parish, wish to acknowledge the many years of 
faithful service given by Gary Schenk. 

Whereas he has performed this duty for over thirty 
years, and has assisted clergy during that time, and 

Whereas, he has performed these duties daily since 
becoming a Catholic, his work and presence at mass 
demonstrating his firm conviction and belief in the 
teachings of the Catholic Church,  

Therefore I, as Chief Pastor of the Personal 
Ordinariate of the Chair of Saint Peter, bestow 
upon him the honorary title of Head Sacristan for 
Life. 

Given on this eighteenth day of March, in the two 
thousandth and sixteenth Year of Our Lord at St. 
Luke's Ordinariate Parish, Washington DC, and in 
the second month of my Episcopacy. 

9 

Know Your Faith:  St. Anselm of Canterbury 

Archbishop of Canterbury (1093-1109) and Doctor of the Church, St. Anselm has 
been hailed as the most important Christian thinker in the West between St. 
Augustine and St. Thomas Aquinas. St. Anselm is of special interest to Christians of 
Anglican heritage and is particularly dear to the hearts of St. Luke's parishioners who 
attend our regular Evening Prayer services at St. Anselm's Abbey in Northeast 
Washington, where the monks have been supportive of the mission of the 
Ordinariate. 
  
St. Anselm was born in about 1033 to a noble family in Aosta in Italy. His pious 
mother encouraged love of God and learning. His father, however, exhibited 
harshness towards the saint and originally opposed his religious vocation. 
Nevertheless St. Anselm eventually entered great Benedictine Abbey of Bec, then an 

Gary Schenk, 
Head Sacristan for Life, 
with Bishop Steven Lopes 



Instructions to Register for Online Giving 
It is here at last—online giving. Details and instructions will be distributed through the 
bulletin and on the website. But for all the ‘early adopters’…. 

1  Access your Online Giving website using the following URL Address:  https://
www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=1672   

intellectual center that attracted the best minds in Europe because of the fame of the 
learned monk Lanfranc. While at Bec, Anselm began work on his ontological 
argument for the existence of God, which starts from the premise that God is “that 
than which nothing greater can be thought,” and thus exists in reality. Philosophers 
from Hegel, who defended the argument, to Kant, who spent vast energy arguing 
against it, have not succeeded in ignoring the saint's formulation. In a work called 
Cur Deus Homo? (Why Did God Become Man?), Anselm developed the idea that God 
took human nature to make satisfaction for our sins. 

  
Before becoming Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Anselm made several 
trips to England to visit Lanfranc, who 
had been promoted to that see, and to 
handle monastery business there. 
After Lanfranc's death, William II, son 
of William the Conqueror, reluctantly 
appointed Anselm to Canterbury in 
1093. Anselm was sent into exile 
twice, when he stood up for the rights 
of the Church in the investiture 
controversy, in which the saint 
opposed two English kings. During 
one of his exiles, Anselm assisted 
Rome in stating the Catholic position 
of the Progression of the Holy Spirit 
(the filioque controversy) against 
Eastern Christians who rejected this. 
While St. Anselm's thought has 
echoed down the centuries in 
philosophy, his argument was also of 
a meditative nature. “I do not seek to 
understand in order that I may 
believe, but I believe in order to 
understand,” he said. Anselm of 
Canterbury was proclaimed a Doctor 
of the Church by Pope Clement XI in 
1720.  

Do say a prayer for the monks at St. 
Anselm's Abbey on April 21! 
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The Deacon-Candidate’s Desk 
by Mark F. Arbeen 

Over the past year and a half it has been my pleasure to meet and get to know many of 
you, as I became acclimated to St. Luke’s Catholic Church.  You have welcomed me, 
and my family, with open arms.  Thank you! 

So, what is a Deacon?  The ministry of an Ordained Deacon is the lowest of 
the three-fold orders of ministry (deacon, priest, bishop).  It was first 
mentioned in Act 6:1-6, when the Apostles (original Bishops) heard from 
their community that the Greek speaking widows were being neglected in 
the daily distribution of food.  So the Apostles called the disciples (faithful) 
together and directed them to appoint men who could serve the widows, 
and the poor, so that the Apostles could remain preaching the Word.  From 
the faithful, seven men were selected.  These men were of good rapport, full 
of the Spirit and Wisdom.  They were presented to the Apostles, who prayed 
and laid hands on them, thereby ordaining them (setting them apart) for the 
ministry of Service, Word, and Table.  Scripture teaches that, after they were 

ordained, the Word of God increased, and the “number of the faithful multiplied 
greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many priests were obedient to the faith.” 

So, the role of the Deacon is “in communion with the bishop and his group of priests, 
they serve the People of God in the ministry of the liturgy, of the Word, and of charity. 
It is the duty of the deacon, to the extent that he has been authorized by competent 
authority, to administer baptism solemnly, to be custodian and dispenser of the 
Eucharist, to assist at and bless marriages in the name of the Church, to bring viaticum 

2  Click on the second tab, “Create a New Account.” Please complete the form. Fields with 
asterisk next to them are required. The address information you provide will only be used 
for billing purposes. Once submitted, you will receive an email containing a link that you 
must click in order to activate your account. Once you have successfully validated your 
email address you may then login. 
3  Create a User ID & Password: You can store your information by checking the box 
indicated. Otherwise, you must remember your User ID and Password as it will be 
required to enter the On Line Giving Site. 
4  Click on the 3rd box down, “My Payment Methods.”  You may have payments taken from 
your Credit Card, Savings Account or Checking.  Under “Add A New Method” click on 
“add a new credit card” or “add a new back account.” Complete required information. 
5  Click on “Create a New Gift.” There are twenty-seven (27) different accounts in which 
you can give (each account represents an envelope in your giving box).  
General Fund: Your pledge/what you put into the plate. 
Thanksgiving Offering: Thanksgiving Sunday, which is the last Sunday of the Month. 
6  Choosing the fund you wish to give to: click the “dropdown box” pledge or onetime. If 
you are pledging, this means you want your giving to reoccur. You determine: giving 
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Questions or concerns? Contact Susan White at StLukesDCOrdinariate@gmail.com for 
information or assistance. 
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From the Pastor 
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Alleluia! Christ has Risen! 

The ending of our Easter Gospel reading had a most intriguing 
interjection; after Peter and John arrived at the empty tomb and entered, 
St. John tells us, “For they did not yet understand the Scripture that he 
had to rise from the dead.”  

A similar theme was found in Thursday’s Gospel reading. There we read 
when Jesus was eating with the two men with whom He traveled from 
Jerusalem to Emmaus, He said to them, “These are my words that I spoke 

to you while I was still with you, that everything written about me in the law of 
Moses and in the prophets and psalms must be fulfilled. Then he opened their minds 
to understand the Scriptures.”  

These passages reveal two remarkable truths. In the first case, Peter and John 
believed in the resurrection without understanding! In the second case, their minds 
needed to be opened to understand the scriptures—so too do ours! Faith and 
understanding are not set in opposition to one another, but rather each is a 
requirement for the other to be more fully developed. 

Brothers and Sisters, we are called to believe, to trust in our Risen Lord Jesus, even 
and especially, when we do not understand. We also must not be Biblically illiterate.  

Since Easter is the season of new life and new beginnings, I invite you to re-commit 
yourself to the study of the teachings of the Church, (the catechism), and the Holy 
Scriptures so as to enhance your faith in our Risen Lord Jesus-and thus make you a 
better fisher of men. 

Alleluia! Christ has Risen! 

to the dying, to read the Sacred Scriptures to the faithful, to instruct and 
exhort the people, to preside at the worship and prayer of the faithful, to 
administer sacramentals, and to officiate at funeral and burial services 
(Lumen Gentium #29).” 

Over the remaining time of my preparation for, God-willing, ordination 
as your Deacon, I will expound on each of these duties. However, in my 
next article I will briefly explain three rites that I have (or will) gone 
through towards my ordination, chiefly, Candidacy, Lector, and Acolyte. 

I am humbled and honored to be called to this ministry.  I pray for you 
every day, and I ask that you pray for me as I continue this journey 
towards ordination as a Deacon in Christ’s One, Holy, Catholic, and 
Apostolic Church. 


