
The Epistle 
One of the most important Marian feast days of the Church year occurs this 
month—the Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, on August 15. 
Normally a Holy Day of Obligation, the Assumption this year will be celebrated at 
our regular 8:30 am weekday mass on Monday the 15th; however, there is no 
obligation to attend mass that day. 

A favorite subject for artists, the feast commemorates the Blessed Virgin's bodily 
assumption into Heaven. She did not ascend into heaven by her own volition as did 
Christ at his Ascension but was assumed into heaven by the power of God. Although 
belief in the Blessed Virgin's Assumption is ancient, going back to apostolic times, it 
was not until November 1, 1950 that it was formally defined by Pope Pius XII, in the 
apostolic constitution Munificentissimus Deus [The Most Bountiful God] . It is an 
infallible teaching of the Church. In defining the dogma, Pope Pius stated: 

 “By the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, of the Blessed Apostles Peter and 
 Paul, and by our own authority, we pronounce, declare, and define it to be a 
 divinely revealed dogma: that the Immaculate Mother of God, the ever 
 Virgin Mary, having completed the course of her earthly life, was assumed 
 body and soul into heavenly glory.” 

Munificentissimus Deus is prudently silent on whether Our Lady died, as the 
Orthodox Churches believe (they call the feast the Dormition, or “falling asleep”),  or 
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2 was assumed into heaven without undergoing a natural death. Pius simply says that 
“after the completion of her earthly life” the Virgin “was assumed body and soul into 
the glory of heaven.” In defining the dogma, Pius does quote sources who clearly 
believed that the Blessed Virgin did die before being assumed into heaven--but it is 
universally taught that, if she did die, her body did not undergo normal corruption. 
St. John of Damascene in the eighth century, who preached at the Tomb of Mary in 
Jerusalem, was one who believed she had died. “Although the body was duly buried,” 
he wrote, “it did not remain in the state of death, neither was it dissolved by 
decay….You were transferred to your heavenly home, O Lady, Queen and Mother of 
God in truth.” 

Munificentissimus Deus also does not take sides in the debate as to where Mary 
ended her earthly life—Jerusalem and Ephesus vie for this honor. It is also not known Assumption of the Virgin 

by Sano di Pietro  [1448] 
when Mary's earthly life concluded. 
Tradition varies on this matter. That the 
Church has not sought Marian relics is 
regarded as an indication that the Church 
early on believed in the Assumption. 
When the Emperor Marcian asked the 
Patriarch of Jerusalem to bring relics of 
Mary with him to the Council of 
Chalcedon (451) to be enshrined in 
Constantinople, he was informed that 
there were no Marian relics. The Patriarch 
told the Emperor that this was so because, 
“Mary had died in the presence of the 
apostles; but her tomb, when opened 
later . . . was found empty and so the 

apostles concluded that the body was taken up into heaven.” 

While the solemnity of the Assumption marks a historical event in the life of the 
Church, it also looks forward in hope to our own ends. As Pius XII wrote in 
Munificentissimus Deus: 

 “And so we may hope that those who meditate upon the glorious example 
 Mary offers us may be more and more convinced of the value of a human life 
 entirely devoted to carrying out the heavenly Father's will and to bringing 
 good to others. Thus, while the illusory teachings of materialism and the 
 corruption of morals that follows from these teachings threaten to extinguish 
 the light of virtue and to ruin the lives of men by exciting discord among 
 them, in this magnificent way all may see clearly to what a lofty goal our 
 bodies and souls are destined. Finally it is our hope that belief in Mary's 
 bodily Assumption into heaven will make our belief in our own resurrection 
 stronger and render it more effective.” 
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Speaking of Holy Days, we now have a complete list of Holy Days of Obligation for 
members of the Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter, as decreed by Bishop Lopes. In 
formulating the list, Bishop Lopes had recommendations from the Governing 
Council. The following Solemnities are declared to be Holy Days of Obligation: 

 ·  Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God, January 1 

 ·  Solemnity of the Ascension, kept on its traditional date (which falls on  
    Thursday) forty days after Easter, nine days before Whitsunday 

 ·  Solemnity of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, August 15 

 ·  Solemnity of All Saints, November 1 

 ·  Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception, December 8 (not a Day of    
    Obligation in Canada)  

 ·  Solemnity of the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ, December 25 

Whenever these days fall on a Saturday or a Monday, the precept to attend Mass is 
automatically abrogated. The Ordinariate belongs to the United States Conference 
of Catholic Bishops, and the liturgical law of the Catholic Church gives the 
Conference of Bishops (and not its member dioceses) the competency for 
transferring liturgical feasts, and thus the Ordinariate is bound by the 
determinations of the Conference for the celebrations of Epiphany and Corpus 
Christi. The celebration of these Solemnities is transferred to Sunday in the United 
States. (The Canadian Conference of Bishops likewise transfers Epiphany and 
Corpus Christi to Sunday).  

The following Solemnities, though not Holy Days of Obligation, command special 
respect in the Ordinariate, and should be commended to the faithful and may 
appropriately be kept with more solemn celebrations and perhaps provision for 
evening Masses, wherever possible, either on the day or by way of an anticipated 
Mass on the eve thereof: 

 1) February 22, Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle, Solemnity of Title in the 
 Ordinariate: Though this day usually falls in Pre-Lent, whenever it occurs 
 before Ash Wednesday, it can be transferred to the nearest Sunday and 
 celebrated as a Solemnity in place of the usual Mass formularies for Pre-Lent. 

 2) March 19, Saint Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary: This day 
 has a special resonance for the Deanery of St. John the Baptist as Canada’s 
 Patronal Solemnity. 

 3) March 25, Annunciation of the Lord: Though often falling in Lent, Lady 
 Day has a special patrimonial significance in the English tradition as one of 
 the great festivals of the Incarnation and a particular connection to the 
 Ordinariate’s patroness Our Lady of Walsingham. 

Holy Days Of Obligation in the Ordinariate 
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Corporal Work of Mercy for August 
Diaper Drive  
A faith-based nonprofit for women going through crisis pregnancies, the Capitol 
Hill Pregnancy Center has a chronic need for diapers. The Center does not make 
abortion referrals and provides the following services:   

Ongoing pregnancy support (counseling and mentoring) 
Childbirth classes 
Parenting Classes (iPoDD) 
Maternity and baby clothing and supplies 
Post abortion peer support / Bible studies (PATH) 
Medical, legal, adoption, and housing referrals 

Director Janet Durig said that diapers are something the 
mothers especially need and that all contributions will be 
“absolutely helpful” in providing support for them and 
their babies. The diapers should be disposable and for 
newborns through size 6. We will collect the diapers in 
the vestibule and at coffee hour through the month of 
August. At the end of the month, the diapers will be 
taken to the center. This is a worthy endeavor and 
something tangible we can do for these young women 
and their babies. We hope all parishioners will 
participate. Ms. Durig also said she would welcome visits 
from St. Luke's parishioners who might want to learn 
more about the work of the center. 

 4) June 24, Nativity of Saint John the Baptist:  Midsummer’s Eve also has 
 patrimonial resonance and devotion, particularly in the Deanery of St. John 
 the Baptist in Canada. 

 5) June 29, Saint Peter and Saint Paul, Apostles: This day commemorating 
 the founding martyrs of the Roman Church may be observed as a secondary 
 feast of patronage for the Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter. 

 6) September 24, Our Lady of Walsingham: Solemnity of Title for the 
 Cathedral of Our Lady of Walsingham in Houston, and Patronal Feast for the 
 Ordinariate. 

 7) Solemnities of Title and Anniversaries of Dedication of the churches of the 
 Ordinariate:  Each Ordinariate parish may keep its Feast of Title as a 
 Solemnity and likewise the Anniversary of the Dedication of its church 
 building as a Solemnity and these may be transferred to the adjacent Sunday 
 when and as allowed in the Table of Precedence.  

St. Luke's parishioners might want to clip this list of holy days and keep it as a 
reference throughout the year. 

http://www.capitolhillpregnancycenter.org/birthclass.html
http://www.capitolhillpregnancycenter.org/ipodd.html
http://www.capitolhillpregnancycenter.org/path.html


Remember St. Luke’s in Your Will 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone who joins our legacy society by October 18, the Feast of St. Luke, will be 
recognized as a charter member of the Society! 

7 August: Eleventh Sunday After Trinity 
Missa Spe Salvi [Peter Kwasniewski, 1995, 2002] 
Cantique de Jean Racine [Gabriel Fauré, 1865] 

14 August: Twelfth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa l’homme arme [Cristóbal de Morales, 1540] 
Per signum crucis  [Francisco Guerrero, mid-late 16th century] 

21 August: Thirteenth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa portae honoris [Charles Wood, early 20th century] 
Expectans expectavi [Charles Wood, 1919] 

28 August Fourteenth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa brevis in F major [Josef Haydn, 1749] 
Honor virtus et potestas [Thomas Tallis, 1575] 

Music This Month 
 5 

 Request For Information 
I would like a representative of St. Luke’s who is familiar with estate planning to 
contact me about exploring the best ways for me to give. 

 Legacy Society Enrollment 
Please enroll me/us – I/we already qualify for inclusion in the Legacy Society by 
virtue of having remembered St. Luke’s Parish in my/our will or other estate plans. 

 I wish to be listed anonymously in the roll of Legacy Society members. 

 

Name: _____________________________________________ 
 

Address: ____________________________________________ 
 

City, State, ZIP: ________________________________________ 
 

Telephone: _________________ E-mail: _____________________ 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO OR CONTACT: 

Planned Giving  
St. Luke’s Parish Office  
4002  53rd Street  
Bladensburg MD 20710 

Or contact the parish office at 
202-999-9934 or by e-mail at 
info@stlukesordinariate.com 

Legacy Society 
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Congratulations to Jordan Bloom and 
Kelsey Rupp who are engaged to be 
married! Also, Jordan has been admitted 
to the University of Kansas in its dual 

Master’s program for an MA in American 
Studies and a Master of Urban Planning. We 
will miss him but wish him great success in 
Lawrence.  

Sherman Worrell won GOLD 
medals in forms and sparring at the 
Amateur Athletic Union Taekwondo 

National Championship in Ft. Lauderdale 
in early July.  Great job! 

Parish Pilgrimage to the John Paul II Shrine 
On Sunday, September 18th, following the 
8:30 am Sunday mass, a pilgrimage for the 
entire parish is planned to the Saint John 
Paul II National Shrine on Harewood Road 
NE  near the Basilica of the Immaculate 
Conception. That very weekend, a special 
exhibition about St. Thomas More will open 
at the shrine. There is also their permanent 
exhibit A Gift of Love: The Life of St. John 
Paul II . So mark your calendars now! A 
chance to sign up to attend will be 
forthcoming. 



Please check our website for more information on upcoming events!    
StLukesOrdinariate.com 

 7 St. Dominic, August 8 
Although St. Dominic is always a very popular saint, this year his feast day is even 
more special than usual-—this year is a jubilee marking the 800th year since St. 
Dominic established the Order of Preachers, or the Dominican order. A Spaniard, St. 
Dominic began the order in Toulouse to combat the rapidly spreading Albigensian 
heresy, which set up a duality between the spiritual (good) and the material (evil). 
Because of this hatred of the  flesh, the Albigensians could not accept Christ's 
Incarnation, and some starved themselves to liberate the soul from the body. The 
emphasis on preaching the truth has made the Dominicans particularly noted for 
their rich intellectual heritage. 

Pope Honorius III's bull of confirmation establishing 
the Order of Preachers—or Dominican order—was 
issued on December 22, 1216. In confirming the 
order, Pope Honorius said that the friars were to be  
“the champions of the faith and the true lights of the 
world.” As explained on the website of the 
Dominican House of Studies in Washington, D.C., 
“Dominic constructed a religious order international 
in scope yet decentralized in structure to address the 
needs of the Church by preparing preachers both 
intellectually informed and pastorally competent.” 
Three Doctors of the Church are Dominicans:  St. 
Albertus Magnus, St. Catherine of Siena,  and St. 
Thomas Aquinas, one of the most formidable 
intellects in the history of the Church. 
 
St. Dominic was born in 1170 in Castile in Spain and 
became a canon of the cathedral at Osma, where he 
acquired a reputation for charity towards the poor. 
At one point, Dominic, who loved books and study, 
sold his library to help the poor. “I could not bear to 
prize dead skins,” he said, “when living skins were 
starving and in need.” He first encountered the 
Albigensians when he was asked to accompany a 
bishop on a diplomatic journey that took them 
through Languedoc in France, where the heresy was 

gaining many converts. They stopped in an inn owned by a member of the sect. St. 
Dominic spent the entire night talking to the innkeeper and by morning he had been 
converted. Because of his encounter with the Albigensian heresy, Dominic, drawn to 
the contemplative life, went into the world as a preacher instead. St. Dominic 
became a close friend of St. Francis of Assisi before his death in 1221.  

Saint Dominic 
from the Perugia Altarpiece 
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From the Pastor 

The Personal Ordinariate  
of the Chair of Saint Peter 

That we all may be one 

St. Luke’s at Immaculate Conception is a 
parish of the Personal Ordinariate of the 

Chair of Saint Peter, which was 
established on January 1, 2012 by Pope 
Benedict XVI in response to repeated 

requests by Anglicans seeking to 
become Catholic. Ordinariate parishes 

are fully Catholic while retaining 
elements of their Anglican heritage and 

traditions, including liturgical traditions. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

Now that the political conventions are over, we can see that they have provided 
much for a Catholic voter to consider. One thing is certain—once again a 
Catholic will be voted into the office of Vice President. It can be confusing times 
as we hear television reporters telling us what a devout Catholic is, and are 
presented with Catholic politicians who support two different sides of a moral 
issue. One politician supports abortion, the other does not. This raises some 
interesting questions: Can they both be right? Should Catholic politicians who 
vote to support abortion (against Catholic teaching) present themselves to 
receive communion? These are questions that have been debated for years. 
Some offer the following as a solution for Catholic politicians as a way to 
proceed forward: “If a person examines his conscience and feels that he can—in 
good conscience—present himself for communion, he should.” 

I am not writing to argue in support of, or in opposition to, the reception of the 
Eucharist by Catholic politicians who support abortion; instead, I want to 
address the issue of the conscience. It seems to me that in encouraging an 
examination of conscience without the benefit of that conscience being formed 
by the teachings of the church, we invite varied positions on matters of faith and 
morals. This inevitably sets up the possibility of pluralistic truths, in essence 
saying what may be true for you is not true for another. In this scenario there is 
no absolute truth. What then are we to believe? 

Let us take this opportunity to learn the Catholic 
Faith so as to develop a properly informed 
conscience. The teachings of the Church on the 
conscience can be found in the Catechism of the 
Catholic Church, paragraphs 1775-1802. 

We do not need politicians, or the talking heads 
on television, instructing us on matters of faith 
and morals. As Catholics we have the wonderful 
gift of the Catechism to instruct us. May we read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest it, just as we do 
with the Holy Scriptures. 

StLukesOrdinariate.com

