
The Epistle 
As a parish of many former Anglicans now fully Catholic, we at St. Luke's tend to 
take for granted the value of vestments in our sacred liturgies. Perhaps it might be 
good to pause for a moment and reflect on why vestments are more than merely 
aesthetic additions to our form of worship (though aesthetics are not unimportant). 
The Office for the Liturgical Celebrations for the Supreme Pontiff gives several 
reasons why vestments matter:      

In the first place, the fact that [sacred vestments] are not worn in ordinary life, and thus 
possess a “liturgical” character, helps one to be detached from the everyday and its concerns 
in the celebration of divine worship. Furthermore, the ample form of the vestments, the alb, 
for example, the dalmatic and the chasuble, put the individuality of the one who wears 
them in second place in order to emphasize his liturgical role. One might say that the 
“camouflaging” of the minister’s body by the vestments depersonalizes him in a way; it is 
that healthy depersonalization that de-centers the celebrating minister and recognizes the 
true protagonist of the liturgical action: Christ. 

With this in mind, St. Luke's is appealing to the faithful to help with the purchase 
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Vestments for priest, deacon, 

and subdeacon: chasuble, 
dalmatic, and tunicle. Not 
pictured are the stoles and 

maniples proper to each role. 



2 much-needed additional vestments. At present, St. Luke's possesses only two 
complete sets of vestments in the liturgical colors of red and white. We have partial 
sets of vestments—that is vestments for the priest only—in other liturgical colors of 
the year but are completely lacking in the rose-colored vestments proper for 
Gaudete and Laetare Sundays. 

Our need for additional vestments 

will become more critical next year 
when we have our first permanent 
deacon. This is a great blessing for 
St. Luke's, but it brings with it the 
challenge of acquiring the sacred 
garments necessary. After our 
deacon is ordained, we will need 
not only vestments for him, but 
also the tunicle for the sub-
deacon, a role which will be filled 
by one of our Instituted Acolytes, 
whom we sent to Houston last fall 
to learn how to perform these 
duties. A proper high Mass 
requires a priest, deacon and sub-
deacon. St. Luke's in now within 
striking distance of being able to 
have a proper high Mass. 

We will need to purchase several 
dalmatics. The dalmatic is a 
liturgical garment for the deacon 

that looks similar to the chasuble worn by a priest but with one clearly visible 
difference: the dalmatic has sleeves. The dalmatic was introduced for deacons by 
Pope Sylvester I in the fourth century. 

St. Luke's needs green and purple dalmatics ($748 each), to match our chasubles, as 
well as tunicles ($738 each) and maniples ($75 each). We would also like to purchase 
both a white and a purple cope ($800 each). 

A contribution towards the purchase of these liturgical garments could be a 
wonderful way to remember a family member or friend. There is some urgency to 
obtain the proper vestments before we have our permanent deacon. Contact the 
parish office if you would be interested in making a gift of vestments. 

The dalmatic and tunicle of our 
white vestment set. Note that 

the dalmatic has two horizontal 
bars connecting the vertical 

bands. The tunicle has only one. 
Also the deacon wears a stole 

that is worn diagonally from the 
left shoulder. 
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On Fidelity in Marriage 
After Mass on January 29, Father Mark Lewis conducted a discussion of Bishop 
Steven J. Lopes' pastoral letter A Pledged Troth, which deals with the nature of marriage 
and in particular with recent controversies regarding the reception of Holy 
Communion by divorced Catholics who are civilly remarried. Father Mark said that 
Bishop Lopes wrote the pastoral letter because of the confusion that has arisen in 
the wake of the Holy Father's post-synod exhortation Amoris Laetitia.  

Bishop Lopes wrote that in Amoris Laetitia, Pope Francis “boldly presents God's plan 
for marriage, inviting us to discover the dignity and nobility of family life rooted in 
the infinite love of the Lord Jesus who was made incarnate in a human family.” But, 
Father Mark noted, there have been attempts on the part of many within the Church 
to try to change Catholic teachings on marriage and the reception of Holy 
Communion. He added that such confusion is reminiscent of what many 
Ordinariate members witnessed as Anglicans before coming into the Catholic 
Church. 

“Our bishop proclaims the truth, and what you have in this letter,” Father Mark said, 
“is the truth of the Church.” Father Mark pointed out that the relation of Christ to 
his people is often explained in terms of bridal imagery. Bishop Lopes writes that the 
“matrimonial union, as intended by God, once entered into validly, is indissoluble, 
and ‘whoever divorces his wife (unless the marriage is unlawful) and marries another 
commits adultery.’” 

Although Father Mark stated that in the Ordinariate Communion will not be given 
to divorced Catholics who are civilly remarried (unless they make a commitment to 
live continently), parishioners should ask themselves, “How can we help them to see 
that they still need to come to Mass?” Father Mark also asked parishioners to 
consider ways our parish can help couples and single people live out their Christian 
lives, perhaps through mentoring programs. But the bottom line, Father Mark told 
the gathering, is, “There is only one truth and that is the truth of the Church.”   
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February Corporal Work of Mercy:  Infant Formula 
Once again we will be collecting Similac baby formula for 
the Northwest Center as our corporal work of mercy for 
the month of February. This is a costly item even for those 
whose income is comfortable. Thus there is always the 
need for these donations to charities which serve mothers 
and children with few resources. The Northwest Center—
which is dedicated to promoting the dignity of women by 
helping them to continue their pregnancies, deliver healthy 
babies, and adequately care for their children—has a great 
need for baby formula. Similac is a formula designed to 
give babies a strong start in life. It is available at Target, 

Walmart, Giant and other outlets. The cost for a single 1.45 pound container is 
around $25. Perhaps you might join with another parishioner to share the cost of a 
container of Similac? If you can help with this important endeavor, please bring your 
Similac to the coffee hour after Sunday Mass. The Knights of Columbus will collect 
it and take it to the Center. Founded in 1981 by students and alumni of Georgetown 
University, the Northwest Center is also a good place to volunteer year around. To 
see about volunteer opportunities, consult the Center's website.  

March for Life 2017 
Ordinariate folks from around the nation gathered at Immaculate Conception 
Church here in DC for Mass before the March for Life Friday morning January 27th, 
hosted by St. Luke’s. Fr. Lewis celebrated the mass; the homily, which was described 
by one member of the congregation as a ‘humdinger,’ was delivered by Fr. Eric 
Bergman, pastor of St. Thomas More Catholic Church in Scranton, Pennsylvania. 
And then it was off to the March! 



 

Portal to Lent: Three Sundays to Prepare 

Septuagesima is coming! All of us of a certain vintage fondly remember 
Septuagesima Season, or the three Sundays before Lent. Septuagesima was a 
season of voluntary penance in preparation for the increased fasting and 
prayers of Lent. In order to emphasize Lent, the Catholic Church ceased to 
observe Septuagesima after the Second Vatican Council. 

However, in the Ordinariate, we are fortunate that this beautiful season has 
been retained. Septuagesima Sunday this year falls on February 12. 
Sexagesima Sunday, the Second Sunday before Lent, is February 19th this 
year, and Quinquagesima Sunday, the Sunday before Lent, is on the 26th. 
However, this year Sexagesima will be superseded by the transferred Feast of 
the Chair of St. Peter, the patronal feast of our Ordinariate. 

Septuagesima—which means seventieth—sounds like it would be seventy days 
before Easter, but it is actually sixty-three days before Easter. The seventy is 
often taken to refer to the seventy years of the Babylonian Captivity in the 
Old Testament. 

Dom Gueranger, a nineteenth century 
abbot of the French monastery of 
Solesmes, and an expert on the 
liturgical year, observed in “The 
Mystery of Septuagesima”: 

The Church, the interpreter of the sacred 
Scriptures, often speaks to us of two 
places, which correspond with these two 
times of St. Augustine. These two places 
are Babylon and Jerusalem. Babylon is 
the image of this world of sin, in the 
midst whereof the Christian has to spend 
his years of probation; Jerusalem is the 
heavenly country, where he is to repose 
after all his trials. The people of Israel, 
whose whole history is but one great type 
of the human race, was banished from 
Jerusalem and kept in bondage in 
Babylon. 

Now, this captivity, which kept the Israelites exiles from Sion, lasted seventy years; 
and it is to express this mystery, as Alcuin, Amalarius, Ivo of Chartres, and all the 
great liturgists tell us, that the Church fixed the number of seventy for the days of 
expiation. It is true, there are but sixty-three days between Septuagesima and 
Easter; but the Church, according to the style so continually used in the sacred 
Scriptures, uses the round number instead of the literal and precise one. 

Ash Wednesday, the beginning of Lent, this year falls on March 1. 
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This illustration is from the 
popular Anglican catechetical 
book for children: My Book of 

the Church's Year 
by Enid M. Chadwick. 



The Very Rev. Mark W. Lewis, Pastor 
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The Personal Ordinariate  
of the Chair of Saint Peter 

That we all may be one 

St. Luke’s at Immaculate Conception is a 
parish of the Personal Ordinariate of the 

Chair of Saint Peter, which was 
established on January 1, 2012 by Pope 
Benedict XVI in response to repeated 

requests by Anglicans seeking to 
become Catholic. Ordinariate parishes 

are fully Catholic while retaining 
elements of their Anglican heritage and 

traditions, including liturgical traditions. 

Dear Brothers and Sistera, 

The following are three bits of information I want to share with 
you and reasons for all of us to rejoice. 

First, GOOD JOB! As all of you know, we struggle to meet our 
financial obligations. However, 2017 is off to a good start. I want 
to thank all of you for your support and ask your continued 
support throughout the year.  

Second, on February 2nd, The Feast of the Presentation of our 
Lord, we the people of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of 
St. Peter have special reason to rejoice. February 2nd marks the 
first anniversary of the ordination of our bishop. Bishop Lopes is 
a true apostle; he exhibits great pastoral care and teaches with 
the authority of Christ. He has also brought stability and a vision 
to the Ordinariate. I am proud to be a priest under his care. I 
hope you join me in thanking God for the gift of his ministry. 

Finally, February 22nd is the Feast of the Chair of St. Peter. For 
the members of the Ordinariate in the United States and Canada 
this feast is elevated to the status of a Solemnity. To facilitate the 
widest possible participation of the faithful in the Solemnity of 
Title, the Chair of Saint Peter the Apostle will be transferred from 

Wednesday February 22 to Sunday February 19. I encourage all members of 
St. Luke’s and all who have become Catholic through her ministry, as well 
as all our friends, to come worship with us to give thanks for the wonderful 
gift of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter. 

StLukesOrdinariate.com

