
The Epistle 
Asking a priest to offer a Mass for a special intention is an ancient and beneficial 
custom in the Church. You may have noticed that we have cards to request a Mass 
intention available at our coffee hour.  

While Mass intentions are usually associated with a Mass for the repose of a soul, a 
Mass may be requested for any number of reasons—in thanksgiving, for an 
anniversary or a birthday, for a child who is going off to college, or perhaps for 
somebody who is sick. As Father William Saunders points out in an article headlined 
“What Are Mass Intentions?” the practice makes perfect sense when we recall the 
infinite graces flowing from the Mass which are a benefit to one's soul. In a lovely 
passage in his 1902 encyclical “Mirae caritatis,”  Pope Leo XIII elaborates on this:    

The grace of mutual love among the living, strengthened and increased by the sacrament of 
the Eucharist, flows, especially by virtue of the Sacrifice [of the Mass], to all who belong to 
the communion of saints. For the communion of saints is simply…the mutual sharing of 
help, atonement, prayers and benefits among the faithful, those already in the heavenly 
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2 fatherland, those consigned to the purifying fire, 
and those still making their pilgrim way here on 
earth. These all form one city, whose head is 
Christ, and whose vital principle is love. Faith 
teaches that although the august Sacrifice can be 
offered to God alone, it can nevertheless be 
celebrated in honor of the saints now reigning in 
Heaven with God, who has crowned them, to 
obtain their intercession for us, and also, 
according to apostolic tradition, to wash away the 
stains of those brethren who died in the Lord but 
without yet being wholly purified.   

It is usual when requesting a Mass for the 
faithful to make an offering, which is 
sometimes called a stipend. But this is not 
“buying” a Mass—the priest will offer a Mass 
for anybody who cannot make an offering. 

The offering, small and usually set by the diocese, is a form of almsgiving and as such 
beneficial to the giver. As Pope Paul VI stated his 1974 Motu Proprio Firma in 
Traditione,  “the faithful, desiring in a religious and ecclesial spirit to participate 
more in intimately in the Eucharistic sacrifice, add to it a form of sacrifice of their 
own by which they contribute in a particular way to the needs of the Church and 
especially to the sustenance of her ministers.”  

The Congregation for the Clergy clearly states in its 1991 Decree on Mass Stipends, 
“Because the matter directly affects the Most Blessed Sacrament, even the slightest 
appearance of profit or simony would cause a scandal.” In former times, the faithful 
often brought a gift in kind but today it is customary for the offering to be monetary 
(at St. Luke's at Immaculate Conception the offering is customarily $10). The 
purpose, however, remains the same. The Decree on Stipends notes, “It is also 
necessary that the faithful should be instructed in this matter through a specific 
catechesis, whose main points are as follows: the deep theological meaning of the 
offering given to the priest for the celebration of the Eucharistic sacrifice, the goal of 
which is especially to prevent the danger of scandal through the appearance of 
buying and selling the sacred; the ascetical importance of almsgiving in Christian 
life, which Jesus himself taught, of which the offering for the celebration of Masses is 
an outstanding form; the sharing of goods, through which by their offering for Mass 
intentions the faithful contribute to the support of the sacred ministers and the 
fulfillment of the Church's apostolic activity.” 

If you would like to request a Mass for your intention, please fill out a form and drop 
it in the collection plate or send it to the church office; you can also send mass 
intention requests to MassIntentionsStLukes@gmail.com. It is not necessary that 
you attend the Mass offered for your intention, but St. Luke's will let you know when 
it will be in hopes that you can be present. It will be at an 8:30 am daily Mass. This is 
a wonderful way to seek graces, for yourself and others, living or dead. 

You can request a 
mass and pick up a 
mass card at coffee 

hour after mass. 

mailto:MassIntentionsStLukes@gmail.com


3 July: Sixth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa brevis  [P.T. Marxer/Carlo Rossini, early 20th century] 
Recordare Virgo Mater [Carl Raimund Kristinus, late 19th century] 

10 July: Seventh Sunday After Trinity 
Messa à 4  [Giovanni Paolo Cima, circa 1600] 
Sicut cervus  [Giovanni Pierluigi de Palestrina, 1584]  

17 July: Eighth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa a quattro voci da capella  [Claudio Monteverdi, 1641] 
Jesu dulcis memoria  [Tomás Luis de Victoria, circa 1600] 

24 July: Ninth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa brevis #2 in F minor  [James Healey Willan, 20th century] 
Very Bread, Good Shepherd  [James Healey Willan, 20th century] 

31 July: Tenth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa quarti toni  [Tomás Luis de Victoria, circa 1600] 
O Domine Jesu Christe  [Francisco Guerrero, 1570] 

 

Music This Month 
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July 7th is the Feast of the Blessed Peter To Rot, who lived in what is now 
Papua New Guinea and who died during World War II in a Japanese forced 
labor camp, where he was sent because of his defense of Christianity, 
especially Christian marriage. The Blessed Peter's parents, Angelo Tu Puia and 
Maria Ia Tumul of Rakunai, converted to Christianity in 1898. Thus Peter, 
born in 1912, was a second-generation Catholic Christian. He was educated by 
the Missionaries of the Sacred Heart of Jesus and was appointed a catechist. 
Peter urged frequent Confession, daily Communion, and the rosary to 
confront temptations. In 1936, the Blessed Peter married Paula Ia Varpit, who 
came from a nearby village. Their union has been described as a model 
Christian marriage. He showed great respect for his wife and was a devoted 
father. When the Japanese invaded New Guinea, they reintroduced polygamy 
as a way to curry favor with the chiefs. In response, many men returned to 
polygamy and acquired second wives. Peter was not silent. “I will never say 
enough to the Christians about the dignity and the great importance of the 
Sacrament of Marriage,” he said publicly. He rebuked his own brother who 
was publicly in favor of a return to polygamy. Priests had been put in 
concentration camp but Peter secretly conducted Christians to an escaped 
priest for the sacraments.   

When Peter was denounced to the Japanese, Paula was fearful that the result would be 
death. “If I must die, that is good, because I will die for the reign of God over our 
people,” Peter replied. In 1945, Peter was arrested and the Japanese police found 
religious objects in his house. Peter was sent to a forced labor camp, where he died. His 
fellow prisoners found him dead with his limbs twisted, cotton wads in his nose and ears, 
a strip of cloth around his head, and welt on his neck. From a puncture hole in his upper 
arm, it appeared that something had been injected with a syringe. At the time of Peter's 
death, Paula, who had visited him in the labor camp, was pregnant with their third child. 
Peter was beatified in 1995. 

Blessed Peter To Rot 

The Blessed Peter To Rot, Defender of Marriage 



4 Corporal Work of Mercy for July  
Re-Stocking The Food Pantry  
Immaculate Conception operates an emergency food pantry for people in need who 
live within a twenty block radius of the church. As you can imagine for a church in 
our area, the need is great, and because of this, the pantry can always use 

contributions. Thus our corporate act of mercy for July is 
helping to restock the pantry. 

Canned foods and other non-perishables such as rice or 
spaghetti are appropriate and welcome. Contributions 
will be collected at the coffee hour or in the vestibule 
during the month of July, and we will give them to the 
pantry at the end of the month. We hope all members of 
the parish will participate. If you can only give only 
something small, do it in the spirit of the widow's mite. 
They need our help!     

We had a very successful June Mission of Mercy! We 
collected just shy of 30 pounds of shampoo, razors, toothbrushes, and other items of 
personal hygiene for the homeless men served by the Father McKenna Center. 
Thank you to all who participated! 

The Deacon-Candidate’s Desk 
by Mark F. Arbeen 

So far my articles have been focused on the discernment process for a man 
to become an ordained Deacon.  This one is no different, focusing on the 
Rite of Acolyte and the duties associated with the ministry of the Table. 

The General Instruction of the Roman Missal states that the Acolyte is “to 
serve at the altar and to assist the priest and deacon. In particular, it is his 
responsibility to prepare the altar and the sacred vessels and, if it is 
necessary, as an extraordinary minister, to distribute the Eucharist to the 
faithful. In the ministry of the altar, the acolyte has his own functions which 
he must perform personally.” (GIRM, 98) 

In the Latin Church, until 1972, Acolyte was the fourth of the four minor 
“orders” (Porter, Lector, Exorcist, and Acolyte).  Blessed Pope Paul VI, 

however, suppressed the minor orders, but continued Lector and Acolyte as 
ministries.  Any man who is in the process for Holy Orders (Deacon and Priest) 
must receive both ministries at appropriate times.  However, the ministry of Acolyte 
was not reserved only for those in formation, and can be conferred, in its full, formal, 
and permanent form, on men. 

During my discernment process I have been asked, “Why do we have an instituted 
Lector and/or Acolyte?”  The best explanation I found is from the Diocese of 
Lafayette-in-Indiana: “A deeper and more important significance lies in the interior 
progress that these men achieve by such an official and outward institution in the 

A successful June mission! 



Remember St. Luke’s in Your Will 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone who joins our legacy society by October 18, the Feast of St. Luke, will be 
recognized as a charter member of the Society! 

heightening responsibilities attached to ministry.  The Diaconate is not an 
occupation that can be pursued and chosen by a willing man; rather, it is a call that 
is equally discerned and built-up by a man AND the Church. Both the Church AND 
the man must discern the call to Holy Orders. The man eventually petitions the 
Church to receive Holy Orders, but the Bishop must call the man to receive Holy 
Orders. In this light, as both the man and the Church discern his vocation, the 
Institution of Lector and Acolyte is but one example of the official stages that occur 
to confirm the positive progression of this discernment towards the reception of 
Holy Orders.” 

So far, you have learned about Candidacy, the Rite of Lector, and now the Rite of 
Acolyte.  Future articles will focus on the actual Sacrament of Ordination, followed 
by the duties of a Deacon.  By these articles, I hope to prepare St. Luke’s for the one 
day, God willing, I will be ordained to serve as your Deacon and assist Father Lewis 
in the ministry and administration of this Parish family. 

May God continue to bless each of you as we pray for each other. 
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 Request For Information 
I would like a representative of St. Luke’s who is familiar with estate planning to 
contact me about exploring the best ways for me to give. 

 Legacy Society Enrollment 
Please enroll me/us – I/we already qualify for inclusion in the Legacy Society by 
virtue of having remembered St. Luke’s Parish in my/our will or other estate plans. 

 I wish to be listed anonymously in the roll of Legacy Society members. 

 

Name: _____________________________________________ 
 

Address: ____________________________________________ 
 

City, State, ZIP: ________________________________________ 
 

Telephone: _________________ E-mail: _____________________ 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO OR CONTACT: 

Planned Giving  
St. Luke’s Parish Office  
4002  53rd Street  
Bladensburg MD 20710 

Or contact the parish office at 
202-999-9934 or by e-mail at 
info@stlukesordinariate.com 

Legacy Society 



6  q  The People of St. Luke’s r 

Joseph Frank, second son of Clarissa and 
Tim Frank, was baptized Saturday, June 4th. 
The officiant was the Rev. Prentice Dean, a 

Pastoral Provision priest from the Diocese of 
Nashville, and Clarissa’s father. 

Olumibe Onakoya was confirmed 
on May 3rd along with the rest of 
his 8th grade class at St. Mary’s 
School in Bryantown, Maryland. The 
Most Rev. Herbert Bevard, bishop of the 
Virgin Islands, was the celebrant. 

Bernie and Heide Seward have retired—Bernie from his 
work as an attorney with the State Department, and 
Heide from the National Conference of Catholic Women 
—and are moving to Charlottesville, Virginia. We lose in 
one blow our Director of Evangelization Programs 
[Heide], and a valuable volunteer catechist and usher 
[Bernie]. We know that the Catholic community 
around the University of Virginia will find them 
both a great resource for evangelization. 

Grant Shull has been offered a 
job opportunity in Florida, and 
so is beginning the process of 
relocating to parts south. We will 
miss his hard work with the 

Knights of Columbus, but 
know he will be an asset to 
his new parish home. 



Please check our website for more information on upcoming events!    
StLukesOrdinariate.com 
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On May 7, Patrick Redmon graduated with highest honors from the University of 
North Carolina School of Law. Patrick will sit for the North Carolina bar exam in July 
and will then clerk for Judge Jerome Holmes of the United States Court of Appeals for 

the Tenth Circuit in Oklahoma City. Patrick's wife, Tianlu Jia Redmon, continues to work as 
a freelance Mandarin translator and interpreter. She recently began working with the Golf 
Channel to translate and provide voice-over for Mandarin coverage of major PGA events. 
Additionally, on June 3, Tianlu made a presentation to the North Carolina Chinese Business 
Association entitled “Putting the Power of Language to Work for Your Business” on the 
importance to businesses of high quality translation and interpretation. 

Tope Onakoya graduated from Strayer 
University on June 25 with a degree in 
business administration and a minor in 
hospitality and tours management. 

Congratulations to John and Hilary 
Stroh, and to big sister Cecily, on 
the birth of Edmund Mary Joseph 
Stroh on June 19. 

StLukesOrdinariate.com


ANNOUNCEMENT LETTER FROM THE STATE DEPUTY OF THE DISTRICT OF 
COLUMBIA: 

Brothers, 

I am very pleased to announce the institution of the 24th council in the District of 
Columbia: St. John Fisher Council #16499. This council's home base is St. Luke's Parish 
which meets at Immaculate Conception Church and is a part of the Personal Ordinariate 
of the Chair of St. Peter. The date of institution of this council is June 22, 2016 - the feast 
of SS. Thomas More and John Fisher. 

The timing of this council's institution is excellent. As we are in the midst of the USCCB's 
Fortnight for Freedom - a time for us all to reflect on the gift of religious liberty - 

recognizing St. John Fisher is appropriate. 
Cardinal Fisher served as Bishop of Rochester 
(England) during the reign of King Henry 
VIII. When Henry demanded that all subjects 
sign an oath recognizing him as head of the 
Church in England, Fisher (and Thomas 
More) both refused. Cardinal Fisher would be 
imprisoned in the Tower of London and 
beheaded on June 22, 1535.  

I want to specifically recognize the work of 
PGK Jim Guinivan, a member of the parish, 
who was the tip of the spear in organizing this 
new council. A word of thanks also goes to the 
team from Cardinal O'Boyle Council who 
were also a major part of this effort -- GK 
Patrick Abbott and DD Jerry Driscoll. Finally, 
a special word of thanks to our State 
Advocate/Membership Director Otto Heck 
and our State Secretary/New Council 

Development Chairman Amado Alvarez. This was a team effort of which we should all be 
proud. 

We should also be proud that we are entering a new parish and a new community where 
we can serve the Church and our fellow man. Let us all support this new effort. 

Ideally, we will be able to apply for a charter and receive it in time for an early October 
visit by His Excellency, Bishop Steven Lopes, the Ordinary of the Personal Ordinariate, 
who could then be present for a charter presentation -- stay tuned. 

Fraternally, 

Tim Saccoccia 
State Deputy, District of Columbia 

St. Luke’s To Have Own Council 
of the Knights of Columbus 
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Pope Francis has raised 
the celebration of the memorial of 
St. Mary Magdalene to the dignity of 
a liturgical Feast, recognizing the 
importance of her role as the 
“apostle to the apostles.” In the 
modern Church calendar, saints 
may be commemorated with a 
memorial (optional or obligatory), 
feast, or solemnity. By making the 
commemoration of Mary 
Magdalene a feast, it is elevated to 
the same grade as that of the 
apostles. 

 

Mary Magdalene  Will Be Celebrated With Liturgical Feast 

The Church, both in the East and in the West has always regarded Saint Mary 
Magdalene the first witness of the Lord’s resurrection and the first evangelist, and with 
the greatest reverence has always honoured her although in diverse ways. 
Given that in our time the Church is called to reflect in a more profound way on the 
dignity of Woman, on the New Evangelisation and on the greatness of the Mystery of 
Divine Mercy, it seemed right that the example of Saint Mary Magdalene might also 
fittingly be proposed to the faithful. In fact this woman, known as the one who loved 
Christ and who was greatly loved by Christ, and was called a “witness of Divine Mercy” 
by Saint Gregory the Great and an “apostle of the apostles” by Saint Thomas Aquinas, 
can now rightly be taken by the faithful as a model of women’s role in the Church. 
Therefore the Supreme Pontiff Pope Francis has established that from now on the 
celebration of Saint Mary Magdalene should be inscribed in the General Roman 
Calendar with the rank of Feast rather than Memorial as is presently the case. 
The new rank of celebration does not involve any change of the day on which the 
celebration itself takes place and, as for the liturgical texts, the following is to be 
observed: 

The day dedicated to the celebration of Saint Mary Magdalene remains the same as 
it appears in the Roman Calendar, that is 22 July. 

The texts to be used in the Mass and in the Divine Office remain the same as those 
contained in the Missal and in the Liturgy of the Hours on the day of the Feast, 
with the addition in the Missal of a proper Preface, attached to this Decree. It 
will be the responsibility of the Conferences of Bishops to translate the text of 
the Preface into the vernacular language so that, having received the approval of 
the Apostolic See, it can be used and in due time included in the next reprint of 
the Roman Missal. 

Where, according to particular law, Saint Mary Magdalene is legitimately celebrated on 
a different day and as a Solemnity, this day and rank remains as before. 
All things to the contrary notwithstanding. 

From the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, 3 June 2016, 
Solemnity of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Robert Cardinal Sarah, Prefect 
Arthur Roche, Archbishop Secretary 
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The Very Rev. Mark W. Lewis, Pastor 

Office 
4002 53rd Street  

Bladensburg, MD 20710 
202-999-9934 

 StLukesOrdinariate.com 

8th & N Streets NW 
Washington DC  20001 

From the Pastor 

The Personal Ordinariate  
of the Chair of Saint Peter 

That we all may be one 

St. Luke’s at Immaculate Conception is a 
parish of the Personal Ordinariate of the 

Chair of Saint Peter, which was 
established on January 1, 2012 by Pope 
Benedict XVI in response to repeated 

requests by Anglicans seeking to 
become Catholic. Ordinariate parishes 

are fully Catholic while retaining 
elements of their Anglican heritage and 

traditions, including liturgical traditions. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

As we enter July we begin the family vacation season. Inevitably Mass 
attendance will decrease a little, and unfortunately so will giving. I would like 
to remind you of your obligations. As Catholics you are required to attend 
the Sunday Mass (this should not prove too difficult as most Catholic 
churches offer a vigil Mass on Saturday afternoon and numerous Masses on 
Sunday). Please make a point of locating the local Catholic Church in your 
vacationing area and check the website for the Mass times (or check out 
masstimes.org). I am more than willing to assist you in this endeavor. 

Additionally, you have an obligation to support St. Luke’s. We certainly 
thank you for your financial support, but your support of the parish should 
not “go on vacation.” We are a small parish and we rely totally upon the 
giving of each member. When a few people miss a Sunday, (and their giving 
too), it really puts a financial burden upon the parish. 

Thus, I remind you, attend Mass every Sunday and please continue your 
generous financial support to St. Luke’s through the summer. To help in this 
matter you may now make your financial contributions to St. Luke’s online. 
Thirteen members of the parish now make their financial contributions to 
the parish through on line giving-including me. It is simple to do and it helps 
our finances a great deal. Please follow the instructions below to register for 
on line giving today. 

OnLine Giving 

1  Access our Online Giving website using the following URL Address:  https://www.myowngiving.com/Default.aspx?cid=1672   

2  Click on the second tab, “Create a New Account.” Please complete the form. Fields with an asterisk next to them are required. 
The address information you provide will only be used for billing purposes. Once the form has been submitted, you will receive 
an email containing a link that you must click in order to activate your account. Once you have successfully validated your email 
address, you may then log in. 

3  Create a User ID & Password: You can store your information by checking the box indicated. Otherwise, you must remember 
your User ID and Password as it will be required to enter the OnLine Giving site. 

4  Click on the 3rd box down, “My Payment Methods.”  You may have payments taken from your Credit Card, Savings Account, 
or Checking Account.  Under “Add A New Method” click on “add a new credit card” or “add a new back account.” Complete 
required information. 

5  Click on “Create a New Gift.” There are twenty-seven (27) different accounts in which you can give (each account represents 
an envelope in your giving box).  
General Fund: Your pledge/what you put into the plate. 
Thanksgiving Offering: Thanksgiving Sunday, which is the last Sunday of the Month. 

6  Choosing the fund you wish to give to: click the “dropdown box” pledge or onetime. If you are pledging, this means you want 
your giving to reoccur. You determine: giving amount; how often; and from what account. 
Questions or concerns? Contact Susan White at StLukesDCOrdinariate@gmail.com for information or assistance. 
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