
The Epistle 
All members of St. Luke's are urged to read and meditate upon Bishop Steven J. 
Lopes' first pastoral letter which is entitled “The Mystery of Faith: A Pastoral Letter 
on the Holy Eucharist” (and which all members of the parish have received via 
email). The pastoral letter was issued on the Solemnity of Corpus Christi (a feast 
celebrated here at St. Luke's in a special evening Corpus Christi Mass). 

Using the season of Trinitytide as an occasion to reflect on the mystery of the Holy 
Eucharist, Bishop Lopes has relied heavily on the thought of Pope Saint John Paul II. 
The bishop took note of the relationship to the Eucharist of formerly Anglican 
Christians who in their history saw the centrality and mystery of the Eucharist 
degraded by the English Reformation and in the Thirty-Nine Articles, but who now 
have witnessed it fully restored to them through their entry into full communion 
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2 with the Catholic Church through 
membership in the Ordinariate. Bishop Lopes 
observed that the last encyclical of St. John 
Paul, written during the pope’s final illness,  
was Ecclesia de Eucharistia, which “dealt with 
this important topic in a particularly eloquent 
way and expressed the saintly pope’s great 
desire to rekindle a sense of ‘amazement’ 
before the great mystery of Christ in the 
Eucharist.” Bishop Lopes then recalled that 
while working at the Congregation for the 
Doctrine of the Faith in Rome, he had the task 
of reading the “inspiring accounts” of the 
journeys from Anglicanism of men who are 
now Catholic priests of the Ordinariate. In a 
particularly lovely passage, Bishop Lopes 
writes:  

 “A common thread running through those accounts was the funeral of Pope John Paul, 
and this is what prompted me to think of his final Encyclical in the context of our 
Ordinariate. Many of the priests testified that a crucial moment in their journey was 
experiencing that funeral and seeing in it something about the communion of the Church. 
I presume this is true for many lay people in our Ordinariate as well: the funeral of the  
Bishop of Rome manifested the truth that God’s Church is truly one, holy, catholic, and 
apostolic. And yet, as impressive as that papal funeral was, it was in essence what every 
Catholic funeral is: an occasion to celebrate the Eucharist for the remission of sins and 
repose of the soul of a deceased Christian, to accompany a disciple homeward with our 
prayers. The Eucharist is truly at the heart of our faith.” 

A theologically rich pastoral letter, it quotes statements on the Eucharist from Saint 
John Chrysostom, Saint Louis de Montfort, the Council of Trent and blessed John 
Henry Newman. Bishop Lopes quotes Saint John Paul II commending the “the 
worship of the Eucharist outside Mass,” (which was lost in the Reformation) as 
“being of inestimable value in the life of the Church.” Ordinariate Catholics may be 
especially pleased that Bishop Lopes particularly recommends a set of thirty-one 
sermons on the Blessed Sacrament by Monsignor Ronald Knox, a notable convert 
from Anglicanism. It was Monsignor Knox's custom to preach every year a sermon 
on the Eucharist at the Church of Corpus Christi in Maiden Lane in London on the 
feast of Corpus Christi.    

Bishop Lopes also offers practical advice to his flock: “Daily celebration of the 
Eucharist has been restored in some Anglican communities, but it has always been 
and remains an important feature of Roman Catholic worship. I encourage the 
faithful of our Ordinariate to take part in the daily celebration of the Eucharist when 
possible, especially in the seasons of Advent/Christmas and Lent/Easter, which set 
forth the mysteries of our redemption in Christ with particularly rich readings, 
chants, and prayers.” 

If you have not read this letter yet, you can find it online here. 

Fr. Mark Lewis, 
making his first 

communion, 
October 9, 2011 

http://www.ordinariate.net/letters-and-statements


5 June: Second Sunday After Trinity 
Mass in the Phrygian Mode [Charles Wood, 1923] 
Crux fidelis [attributed to John of Portugal, 17th century] 

12 June: Third Sunday After Trinity 
Missa Brevis de Sancta Catharina [Thurlow Weed, 2008] 
Panis Angelicus [Johann Singenberger/Carlo Rossini, early 20th century]  

19 June: Fourth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa Christe Eleison [Jorge Moreira, 2003] 
O Sing Joyfully [Adrian Batten, early 17th century] 

26 June: Fifth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa brevis  [James Macmillan, 1977] 
Benedicimus Deum [Samuel Webbe, late 18th century] 

 

Music This Month 
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Fr. Adam Park 

Transitions at Immaculate Conception Church 
St. Luke's bids a sad farewell to Monsignor James Watkins, who 
graciously welcomed our community to worship at Immaculate 
Conception, where he has been pastor for the last fifteen years, 
and warmly welcomes Father Adam Park, who on July 6 becomes 
the thirteenth pastor of Immaculate Conception. Father Park 
comes to Immaculate Conception from Epiphany Church in 
Georgetown. Monsignor Watkins is moving to St. Ann's Catholic 
Church on Wisconsin and Nebraska Avenues.  

“There is always a bit of sadness in departing,” Monsignor Watkins 
wrote in a letter to the community at Immaculate Conception 
Church, “especially since Immaculate Conception became my first 
home in my entire life.” Monsignor Watkins thanked the parish for 
their work in rebuilding, repairing and restoring one of the most 
beautiful and historic churches in Washington. The 11 am Mass on 

June 26 will be a Mass of Farewell for Monsignor Watkins. Please thank Monsignor 
Watkins for his many kindnesses to St. Luke's!  

Father Park, a Washington native, who grew up in Bethesda, Md., 
studied for the priesthood at St. Pius X Seminary in Scranton, PA, 
from which he graduated with a BA in philosophy from the 
University of Scranton.  Father Park then studied at the Pontifical 
North American College in Rome, where he received an S.T.L. in 
Fundamental Theology from the Pontifical Gregorian 
University. Ordained a priest of the Archdiocese of Washington 
in 2005, Father Park has served as a parochial vicar at St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in Rockville, Md., and as priest secretary to 
Cardinal Wuerl.  In addition to being the current pastor of 
Epiphany in Georgetown, Father Park is the Chaplain of George 
Washington University's Newman Center. 

Msgr. James Watkins 



4 Corporal Work of Mercy for June:  
Travel-sized Toiletries for Homeless Men     

Since the homeless can't carry around large 
bottles of shampoo, they have an urgent need 
for travel-sized toiletries. Summer is coming and 
with it warmer weather an increased need for 
portable toiletries to maintain personal hygiene. 
With this in mind, we are asking parishioners of 
St. Luke's to perform a real service to the 
homeless by bringing travel-sized toiletries for 
men to Mass during the Sundays of June and 
leaving them at the coffee hour. Soap, shampoo, 
conditioner, body lotion and disposable razor 
blades are most welcome.  

We will collect these items after the final Sunday 
Mass of June (26th) and they will be delivered to 
the Father McKenna Center, which carries on 

the mission of the late Jesuit Father Horace McKenna (1889-1982), who was known 
as the “priest to the poor.” This is a wonderful way to provide some comfort for 
another person and perform a corporal act of mercy for the month of June. “It's 
really important for a man's dignity that he can stay clean and well-groomed,” said 
Kim Cox of the Father McKenna Center.    

If you would like to know more about the McKenna Center, visit their website. 

The Deacon-Candidate’s Desk 
by Mark F. Arbeen 

Formation for ministry is not for the faint of heart.  In fact, it is quite difficult on 
purpose.  In formation for ordination, the worker in the vineyards is tested and 
molded to a new character, where, if found worthy and acceptable, receives a 
spiritual and indelible mark impressed upon the soul by the laying on of hands by his 

Bishop. 

As part of that preparation, the man receives various Rites, or ministries, to 
show a progression to his Sacred Office.  The three Rites that a Deacon 
receives, prior to Ordination, are: Candidacy, Lector, and Acolyte. 

In this article, I will focus on the two Rites I have had the honor to receive: 
Candidacy and Lector. 

The typical timeframe for formation of a Deacon is four years.  The first 
year is called Aspirancy.  During this period, the Aspirant is interviewed and 
investigated.  His wife, if married, is interviewed and gives her consent.  He 
learns to pray the Liturgy of the Hours, learns about the educational 
formation he is about to undergo, and meets regularly with a spiritual 

director and a Deacon mentor.  Finally, after a period of time – typically one year - if 

http://fathermckennacenter.org/


found worthy, the Aspirant is selected as a Candidate for Holy Orders. 

As soon as the Bishop makes the selection, the Rite of Admission to Candidacy 
should be celebrated.  In this Rite, the one who aspires to ordination publicly 
manifests his will to offer himself to God and the Church to exercise a sacred order. 
In this way, he is admitted into the ranks of Candidates for the diaconate.   I was 
humbled to receive this Rite on the Second Sunday of Advent 2015. 

Now the Candidate begins a three-year course of study, covering church history, 
sacred Scripture, philosophy, theology, liturgics, homiletics, canon law, and other 
important classes.  After a period of about one year, the Candidate hand writes a 
letter to his bishop, requesting to be installed into the ministry of Lector.  Upon the 
bishop’s personal approval the Rite of Installation to the Ministry of Lector is 
celebrated.  I was honored to receive this ministry, by the hands of Bishop Steven 
Lopes, on the Feast of St. Mary in Passiontide.  In this Rite, the Candidate receives 
the Holy Bible with the following words: “Take this book of holy Scripture and be 
faithful in handing on the word of God, so that it may grow strong in the hearts of 
his people.”  Part of this ministry is to read the Sacred Scriptures during Mass, which 
I do every Sunday I am present. 

My next article will focus on the next Installation, that of Acolyte, as well as the 
Sacrament of Ordination. 

May God continue to bless each of you as we pray for one another. 
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Planned Giving: Now is the Time 

You are cordially invited to include St Luke’s in your planned giving, become a 
member of our new legacy society, and thus participate in the future of our parish 
and our faith.  All you need to do is complete the form below and return it to the 
parish office, put it in an envelope and place it in the plate at Sunday Mass, or send 
an equivalent e-mail to the e-mail address shown.   

Indeed, planned giving is future-oriented.  Most planned giving is set up in this life but 
ultimately takes place in the next.  Although wills are the most obvious means – and 
the Anglican Patrimony reminds us of the importance of same – there are other less 
familiar methods as well.  Leaving assets for one’s family is very important, but 
various other sectors also are notable recipients of planned giving.  St. Luke’s 
definitely wants and needs to be in the mix. 

A planned gift is a personally satisfying experience.  Indeed, people have a need to 
give.  Such gifts are also an experience of profound importance to the future of the 
Church, in our case St. Luke’s.  But one does not have to be wealthy to leave a 
planned gift to charity.  We give within our means proportionate to our ability.  In 
other words, planned giving is within the reach of us all.  It is a means by which 
anyone concerned with the wise use of his or her personal resources makes a 
considered choice about their ultimate disposition … a way for a donor to provide 
for family members while remembering the Church as well.  

Much of what any parish has and does, week by week, is funded by the generosity of 



its former generations.  This extends from a variety of liturgical objects ultimately to 
a church physical plant.  As was well stated in a recent out-of-town church 
newsletter, “It’s part of the fellowship we enjoy with the living and the dead in the 
Communion of Saints.  We pray for them on their years’ minds and on All Souls Day, 
they pray for us, and their financial gifts (made) during their earthly lives continue 
to enrich our life together.” 

To encourage planned giving, we will be using a good feature of the Anglican 
Patrimony – when faced with a new challenge, founding a new society!  It will be 
given a name in the course of time – ideas are invited.  Once it is up and running, 
the new society will have periodic events, such as an annual get-together to welcome 
new members and to pray for our parish’s benefactors.  Members will be entitled to 
wear some sort of insignia of membership.  Many of us have seen the legacy society 
concept work well in other churches.  It can work here, too.   

Everyone will be welcome, everyone needs a will: young and old, the affluent and those of 
modest means.  And everyone can make some provision for a legacy or bequest to the 
Church.  We’ll take your word for it – no questions asked – and enroll you in the 
Society.    

Everyone who joins our legacy society by October 18, the Feast of St. 
Luke, will be recognized as a charter member of the Society! 

 Request For Information 
I would like a representative of St. Luke’s who is familiar with estate planning to 
contact me about exploring the best ways for me to give. 

 Legacy Society Enrollment 
Please enroll me/us – I/we already qualify for inclusion in the Legacy Society by 
virtue of having remembered St. Luke’s Parish in my/our will or other estate plans. 

 I wish to be listed anonymously in the roll of Legacy Society members. 

 

Name: _____________________________________________ 
 

Address: ____________________________________________ 
 

City, State, ZIP: ________________________________________ 
 

Telephone: _________________ E-mail: _____________________ 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO OR CONTACT: 

Planned Giving  
St. Luke’s Parish Office  
4002  53rd Street  
Bladensburg MD 20710 

Or contact the parish office at 
202-999-9934 or by e-mail at 
info@stlukesordinariate.com Legacy Society 
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Please check our website for more information on upcoming events!    
StLukesOrdinariate.com 

St. Luke’s Choir Sings for Cardinal Sarah’s DC Mass  
The choir of St. Luke’s Ordinariate parish was honored to be chosen to provide 
music for a special evening Mass sponsored by the National Catholic Prayer 
Breakfast and celebrated by Robert Cardinal Sarah, Prefect for the Congregation for 
Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, at Immaculate Conception on 
May 16. Cardinal Sarah was the principal speaker at the breakfast the next morning. 
Archbishop Carlo Maria Viganò, outgoing Apostolic Nuncio to the United States, 
was also a concelebrant for the Mass, along with a number of priests from the 
Archdiocese of Washington, including Monsignor James Watkins, pastor of 
Immaculate Conception, and St. Luke's own Father Mark Lewis. The English Mass 
setting was Missa Portae Honoris by Charles Wood (1866-1926). Motets were also by 
Charles Wood “Expectans Expectavi” and “Jesu! The Very Thought Is Sweet.” In 
addition to our choir's being so prominently honored, one of the youngest members 
of our community received a special blessing from the Cardinal. As the priests 
recessed down the aisle, Cardinal Sarah spotted four-year-old Micah McNeil, the 
youngest person present for the Mass, who was being held by a family friend on the 
back row. The Cardinal made a beeline to Micah and imparted a special blessing. 
Micah is the grandson of our choir director, Carmen Delaney, and his mother, 
Camille Delaney-McNeil, and father Aaron McNeil are members of our choir.  

Father Mark and a number of St. Luke's 
parishioners  were present to hear Cardinal 
Sarah at the Prayer Breakfast bright and early 
next morning at the Marriott Marquis. The 
breakfast drew a record crowd of around 1300 
to hear Sarah, Speaker of the House Paul Ryan, 
and Little Sister of the Poor Constance Veit, 
who delivered a meditation. Father Paul Scalia, a 
priest of the Diocese of Arlington, Va., led a 
recitation of the Divine Mercy Chaplet.   

Cardinal Sarah spoke quietly but forcefully 
about the challenges confronting Christians in advanced nations. “This is not an 
ideological war between competing ideas,” the Africa-born Cardinal told the 
ballroom full of Washington-area Catholics. “This is about defending ourselves, 
children and future generations from the demonic idolatry that says children do not 
need mothers and fathers. It denies human nature and wants to cut off an entire 
generation from God.”  

After the talk, as Ordinariate members mingled in the crowded room, Father Mark, 
commenting on the clarity of the Cardinal's talk, said with visible sincerity, “I am so 
glad to belong to this Church.” All his parishioners present that morning readily 
agreed. 

If you missed the Prayer Breakfast, a full transcript of His Eminence’s remarks are 
available. 

7

http://www.stlukesordinariate.com/
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The Very Rev. Mark W. Lewis, Pastor 

Office 
4002 53rd Street  

Bladensburg, MD 20710 
202-999-9934 

 StLukesOrdinariate.com 

1315 8th Street NW 
Washington DC  20001 

From the Pastor 

The Personal Ordinariate  
of the Chair of Saint Peter 

That we all may be one 

St. Luke’s at Immaculate Conception is a 
parish of the Personal Ordinariate of the 

Chair of Saint Peter, which was 
established on January 1, 2012 by Pope 
Benedict XVI in response to repeated 

requests by Anglicans seeking to 
become Catholic. Ordinariate parishes 

are fully Catholic while retaining 
elements of their Anglican heritage and 

traditions, including liturgical traditions. 

Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

There is still time! Time is running short, but there is still time! 

In March 2016, Bishop Lopes launched the very first Annual Bishop’s 
Appeal. He has asked for all members of the Ordinariate to participate in 
this effort. We at St. Luke’s have responded very well; we have met the 
assessed amount we were asked to give. However, we have only achieved 
50% participation from those of us who have pledge numbers-not 
counting those who support St. Luke’s, but do not have envelopes 
numbers. It is most important for all members of the Ordinariate to 
support our Bishop’s request. For that matter, all Catholics who wish to 
support the Ordinariate in its continued growth in mission and 
evangelism are most welcome to register for the Bishop’s Appeal. 

While St. Luke’s has met its assessed amount, the targeted amount of 
$200,000 established by the Bishop for the whole Ordinariate has yet to 
be reached. 

I invite and encourage all who are 
reading this message to take a few 
minutes to complete a registration form 
by clicking on the web link below.  

http://ordinariate.net/ways-to-give 

Registration forms for the Bishop’s 
Appeal may also be obtained at the 
Sunday coffee hour after Mass. 

Let’s try to reach 100% participation! 
Every dollar counts! 

Thanks for your support of St. Luke’s 
and the Bishop’s Appeal. I am honored 
to be your pastor! 

Bishop Steven J. Lopes 

http://www.stlukesordinariate.com/
http://ordinariate.net/ways-to-give

