
The Epistle 
Although it is an honor that Father Mark Lewis, the pastor who led us as a parish 
into the Catholic Church in 2011, has been assigned to serve as pastor of the largest 
parish in the Ordinariate, Our Lady of the Atonement in San Antonio, Texas, St. 
Luke’s parishioners are rightly sad at the prospect of losing Father Mark. We will also 
miss Vickey Lewis, who has contributed to our parish in innumerable ways. Ever 
wonder how the altar linens are washed and ironed and prepared, according to 
liturgical norms, for our Masses? It was Vickey. 

In making the appointment, the Most Reverend Steven J. Lopes, Bishop of the 
Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter, said in a letter to parishioners of St. 
Luke's, “We appreciate how much you have cherished the leadership of Father Lewis, 
who is known throughout the Ordinariate for his pastoral wisdom, spirit of 
hospitality, and keen administrative gifts. Please know that the appointment of 
Father Lewis to Our Lady of the Atonement is meant not only as a recognition of his 
tremendous gifts, but also of your Parish's extraordinary stability and your proven 
capacity to bring others into the Church and form them in faith.” 

Father Mark has been the pastor of St. Luke's since 2006, when it was an Episcopal 
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2 parish in Bladensburg, Md. Under Father Mark's leadership, St. Luke's became the 
first Episcopal parish in the U.S. to avail itself of then-Pope Benedict XVI's generous 
outreach to former Anglicans and Episcopalians in his apostolic constitution 
Anglicanorum Coetibus. In 2014, St. Luke's moved from Bladensburg to Immaculate 

Conception in downtown Washington, DC. As our 
pastor, Father Mark established a reputation as a 
great preacher, a devout priest, and dear friend to 
all members of his flock.  

Father Mark replaces Father Christopher Phillips, a 
key figure in the movement of former 
Episcopalians and Anglicans into full Communion 
with Rome, who has been pastor of Our Lady of the 
Atonement since the parish was erected in 1983. 
Originally erected under the Pastoral Provision, 
which allowed former Anglicans to form parishes 
within existing dioceses, Our Lady of the 
Atonement became part of the Ordinariate earlier 
this year. Our Lady of the Atonement, an 
inspiration to all Ordinariate parishes, started out 
with eighteen souls and now has more than 630 
families, an average Sunday Mass attendance of 
1500, and an award-winning academy. Needless to 
say, it is an incredible compliment to Father Mark 
that Bishop Lopes asked him to take on this 
challenge.   

Father Mark graciously sought to deflect the honor 
to the parish. “I am humbled that the Bishop has 
asked me to take on such a tremendous 
responsibility,” Father Lewis wrote in a letter to the 
parish, “but I believe the Bishop’s decision to move 
me says more about you, the people of St. Luke’s, 
than it does about me. Bishop Lopes was keenly 

aware that moving an existing pastor away from his flock would be disruptive; it was 
his intention to cause as little disruption as possible. In moving me, the Bishop is 
showing a great deal of confidence in your ability to overcome the loss of your 
pastor, and to proceed forward in the strength of the Holy Spirit. As I mentioned in 
the May edition of The Epistle, I am certain there is nothing this parish cannot 
accomplish with the Grace of God.” 

“We will forever cherish our time here and we will always consider ourselves part of 
St. Luke’s family,” Father Mark wrote. “God has accomplished a great deal at St. 
Luke’s over our years together, the most significant being that of bringing us home 
to Holy Mother Church. It is my hope and prayer that we continue to grow in our 
knowledge of the faith, and most importantly, in our love for our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Our Supply Priest 

Fr. Rick Kramer was ordained as a priest for the Personal 
Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter on June 23, 2012. He is 
employed fulltime by the Archdiocese of Washington as the 
director of the Office for Family Life. On weekends, when 
Father does not have obligations for his office, he assists at St. 

Hugh of Grenoble 
Catholic Church in 
Greenbelt, MD where 
he and his family have 
been parishioners since 
2006. A former 
Episcopal priest, Fr. 
Kramer earned his 
M.Div from the 
General Theological 

Seminary of the Episcopal Church (’99) and served parishes in 
Western Michigan and Southern Ohio. Currently, he is a Ph.D. 
candidate at the Pontifical John Paul II Institute for Studies on 
Marriage and Family and hopes, at long last, to defend his 
thesis: “The Personal Structure of the Truth in the Thought of 
John Henry Cardinal Newman.” Fr. Kramer is married to 
Kathi, also a former Episcopal priest, who serves on the faculty 
of Theological College, the national seminary of the Catholic 
University of America and is the Director of Pastoral 
Formation. Fr. Rick and Kathi have three children who are 
students at St. Jerome Academy and DeMatha Catholic High 
School in Hyattsville, MD. As the supply priest during the 
coming months, Fr. Kramer is looking forward to his time at St. 
Luke and assures us of his prayers during this time of 
transition between pastors.  



3 May all that we do be to His glory.” 

Father Mark's last Mass at St. Luke's 
will be June 18. During the parish 
meeting at which Father Mark talked 
about the changes at St. Luke's, he 
said that we will remain at 
Immaculate Conception for at least 
another year, but there is hope that 
we will have a church of our own 
after that. It was at one time under 
consideration by the Archdiocese of 
Washington, which has been so 
generous to St. Luke's, to establish 
Father Lewis as vicar to an existing 
Catholic parish with a small number 
of communicants, while at the same 
time making that parish an 
Ordinariate parish.     

St. Luke's new pastor will be Father 
John Vidal, who is currently civilian 
chaplain to the Naval Air Station in 
Corpus Christi and also pastor of St. 
Anselm of Canterbury Community, 
also formerly of the Pastoral 
Provision and now part of the 
Ordinariate. Father Vidal was 
formerly an Episcopal clergyman at 
Mount Calvary in Baltimore, which 
came into the Catholic Church as a 
parish shortly after St. Luke's and has 
similar liturgical traditions to ours. 
Father Vidal was ordained a Catholic 
priest in 2012.  

Since Father Vidal is under contract 
to the military, he will not be able to 
join us until October. In the interim, 
Father Rick Kramer, whom many of 
us already know, will celebrate our 
Sunday Mass. Father Kramer is  
director of the Office for Family Life 
for the Archdiocese of Washington. 
Also a former Episcopal priest, Father 
Kramer was ordained a Catholic 
priest in 2012.  

Our Next Pastor 

Fr. John Vidal was born in New Jersey in 1959 and moved to Mexico when he 
was three years old, living there until he left to study at Linfield College 
[Oregon] where he received a BA in Physics and Mathematics in 1980.  In 1987 
he received his MS in Physics from the Johns Hopkins University in 
Baltimore, MD.  Fr. Vidal received his theological education from the School 
of Theology of the University of the South, Sewanee TN and was ordained an 
Episcopal deacon on June 15, 1991, and Episcopal priest on December 22, 
2001. 

Fr. Vidal pursued a secular career 
beginning as a field engineer in the oil 
fields of Oklahoma, performing applied 
physics research [Seattle], and working in 
engineering design of air traffic control 
and other ground and airborne radar 
systems, as well as software engineering 
management for Westinghouse 
[Baltimore].  In 1996 Fr. Vidal started 
Performance Engineering International, a 
software engineering company which he 
sold in 1998.  In 1998 he became President 
and CEO of InfoVista Corporation and 
Chief Operating Officer of its parent 
InfoVista, SA, a French software company.   

In 1996, after serving as deacon at the Episcopal Cathedral of the Incarnation 
in Baltimore, Maryland and at St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church in Catonsville, 
MD, Fr. Vidal founded La Iglesia Episcopal de los Tres Santos Reyes in 
Baltimore and served as its vicar until 2006 when he became associate priest 
at All Saints Episcopal Church in Reisterstown, MD.  Fr. Vidal worked on 
these ministries part time while he continued his secular employment until 
August of 2001 when he left InfoVista to pursue his priestly ministry full time, 
supplementing his income with management consulting for startup 
technology companies. 

Upon leaving the Episcopal Church in 2009, Fr. Vidal began serving as priest 
associate at Mt. Calvary Church, formerly an Episcopal church in Baltimore 
City. On January 22, 2012, with the clergy and faithful of Mt. Calvary Church, 
Fr. Vidal was received into full communion with the Holy See in the Personal 
Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter.  He was subsequently ordained a Roman 
Catholic deacon on June 2, 2012 and Roman Catholic priest on June 9, 2012.   

In October 2013 Fr. Vidal moved to Corpus Christi, TX to become the civilian 
Roman Catholic chaplain at the CC Naval Air Station and to care for a small 
group of former Anglicans worshiping at St. Anselm of Canterbury 
Community, a Pastoral Provision community which subsequently became an 
association of the faithful in the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter.   

In May of 2017, Bishop Steven Lopes asked Fr. Vidal to accept an 
appointment to St. Luke’s Church in Washington, DC beginning October 1, 
2017. 
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The rectory in Bladensburg is being closed, and the convent adjacent to Immaculate 
Conception is being prepared for the Vidals.  

We wish Father Mark and Vickey Godspeed, and prepare to welcome our new 
pastor. Meanwhile, we will all need to especially pitch in during the interim 
(including help with the altar linens—remember some of our mothers served on the 
altar guild when we were growing up? This is a nice way for women—and men—of 
the parish to perform a valuable service, especially now). 

Corporal Work of Mercy for June: Persecuted Christians   
The slaughter of at least 29 Coptic Christians (including ten children) on a bus on 
its way to visit a monastery south of Cairo last month was a horrific reminder of the 
peril that Christians in Africa and the Middle East face daily and it helped us decide 
on this month's corporal act of mercy: support for persecuted Christians. We may 
wake up one day and find that Christianity has been wiped out in the very region 
where it had its earliest communities. Iraq's Christian population, for example, is 
approaching an unsustainable level. There were 1.5 million Christians in Iraq in 2003 
and about 200,000 now, according to the Chaldean Catholic Archdiocese of Erbil. 

Pope Francis has compared the tribulations of these contemporary Christians to the 
suffering of the first century martyrs. And like the early Christians, our persecuted 
brothers and sisters often display a courage in the face of terror that should put us 
to shame. In a story on the murder of the Copts, for which ISIS has claimed credit, 
the Wall Street Journal reported that survivors of the attack walked ahead of 
ambulances carrying their dead chanting, “I am Christian and I’m not scared!” 

It is perplexing and dismaying that people in the West are not more aware of the 
plight of Christians in the Middle East and Africa. We urge you make a contribution 
this month to support persecuted Christians in the Middle East. Donations can 
made online or by check to the Knights of Columbus Christians Refugee Fund 
(http://www.kofc.org/en/charities/christian-relief/), which supplies help with 
clinics and other general support. The KoC website has a great deal of information 
on persecuted Christians.   

http://www.kofc.org/en/charities/christian-relief/


Why St. Luke’s? 
St. Luke’s has gone through many changes, from Episcopalian to Catholic, from 
Bladensburg MD to Washington DC. Many parishioners drive a long way to be at St. 
Luke’s early Sunday morning to celebrate the Lord’s Day together. With a convenient 
Catholic parish nearer to almost all of our parish family, you have to wonder “Why St. 
Luke’s?” Some parishioners share their answers... 

Randy King 
Why St. Luke’s? Why drive 45 minutes into Washington DC instead of 20 minutes to 
an Ordinariate Church in Baltimore or five minutes to our local Archdiocese of 
Baltimore parish? We attend an Ordinariate Church because we not only seek the 
fullness of Christian faith the Catholic Church offers but we enjoy the reverence and 
incredible beauty of a Mass using Divine Worship: The Missal. The opportunity to be 
in full communion with the Catholic Church while also maintaining liturgical and 
spiritual elements of our Anglican patrimony is truly a blessing. So why not an 
Ordinariate church closer to where I live? Simple: The parishioners of St. Luke’s are 
family, my brothers and sisters in Christ with whom I have come through many 
spiritual trials. Before we called Father Mark, and before we came to the Catholic 
Church, the members of St. Luke’s weathered many storms and overcame many 
obstacles. We’ve prayed together, worshiped together, celebrated together. No 
matter what the future brings, I can count on two things: God is in control, and St. 
Luke’s will continue to be a loving family that provides for a transforming worship 
experience.  

Charlotte Hays 
A certain kind of Episcopalian always becomes a Catholic. I was that kind of 
Episcopalian, but it didn't mean that I didn't miss the glorious language of the Book 
of Common Prayer, along with its dignified approach to God and its wisdom about 
the human heart. So I rejoiced at then-Pope Benedict's XVI's erection of the 
Ordinariates. I originally came to St. Luke's for the language and music.  But a funny 
thing happened. St. Luke's made me more Catholic. Everybody at St. Luke's is so 
happy to be Catholic. It rubs off. Perhaps I shouldn't admit this, but I didn't learn the 
rosary until after I came to St. Luke's. It seemed the Catholic thing to do. One of the 
most beautiful experiences I've had since I became a Catholic on the Feast of the 
Epiphany, 1984, was Bishop Lopes' first Chrism Mass at St. Luke's [17 March 2016]. I 
was an usher so I got to see an amazing sight afterwards: our Ordinariate priests, 
men who started out as Episcopal clergymen, lined up outside, facing the church, 
and singing a hymn. As a former Episcopalian, I am reluctant to talk about being 
moved. But I was moved. I love St. Luke's because of the language, the music 
(including the understanding that hymns are sung theology, not merely moving 
music—thank you, Patrick Delaney for the weekly selections), the preaching (have 
you ever heard a bad sermon at St. Luke's?), and the comparative quiet of our Mass. I 
also love the fellowship after Mass. We have lots of families with children, and it does 
my heart good to know these children are growing up with such beauty.   
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Ada Okafor 
Why St. Luke’s? 
For me, 
• Orthodoxy 
• Christian Apologetics 
• Catholic liturgy enriched with Anglican patrimony 
• Sense of community 
• Diversity within the congregation 
• Great music; traditional hymns 
• A wholesome alternative to revisionism  
• Faithful adherence to Church teaching 
All these, and much more, make me very grateful to have found my church home at 
St. Luke’s. 

James Guinivan 
I am a cradle Catholic whose parents left the Church when I was eight years old, and 
who reverted on my own when I was in college.  But I found that in many ways the 
local Episcopal church better maintained the liturgical sense that I had hoped to 
find on my return to the Catholic Church.  I attended Evening Prayer at the local 
Episcopal church and became very attached to that liturgy, especially the chanted 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis, the Prayer for All Sorts and Conditions of Men, and 
the General Thanksgiving.  I became further acquainted with Anglican liturgy at the 
Anglo-Catholic boarding school where I taught history.  So when the Personal 
Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter was established, I was delighted to learn that, as 
the husband of a former Episcopalian, I was eligible to join.  And because my wife 
had loved the Anglican liturgy that she left behind when she became a Catholic, it 
was almost a foregone conclusion that we would become parishioners of St. Luke’s 
once it became a Catholic parish, and then started holding services in a downtown 
location that we could more conveniently attend.  I am happy to be able to receive 
Holy Communion on my knees, to sing all the stanzas of the hymns (and for the 
hymns to be ones worth singing to the end), to participate in Evening Prayer on a 
regular basis, and to join with my fellow parishioners in fellowship following Mass 
and Evening Prayer.  And I am happy to have a pastor who is inspired by the love of 
God, and who wishes to inspire the people of his parish to spread the Gospel and to 
do the work of Christ on earth, and fellow parishioners who accept that high calling. 

Patrick Delaney 
It is both difficult and very easy to answer the questions “Why St. Luke’s? Why do I 
drive past other churches to come to St. Luke’s?” This takes me back to 1989 when I 
first came to this country from the Bahamas. My family and I were coming from 
Bowie, Maryland on our way to St. Luke’s Church on 15th Street in Washington, 
DC. We were running a bit late and while driving through Bladensburg, Maryland, I 
glanced up and saw the sign for St. Luke’s Episcopal/Anglican Church. The word 
Anglican caught my attention, so my family and I decided to stop there. The priest, 
Fr. Arthur Woolley, greeted us very warmly, as did the parishioners. More 
importantly, we felt very comfortable and at home with the liturgy and the music, as 
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it was almost identical to what we were accustomed to in the Bahamas. When we 
walked inside this little red brick church, the incense was like a light foggy day in 
London. It was the most beautiful scent I had encountered. The altar was stunningly 
beautiful in its simplicity. The congregation was singing as if it were their last 
opportunity in life to give glory in this manner. Needless to say, St. Luke’s became 
our church home from that point to the present day. However, I had no idea of the 
tremendous amount of spiritual work that the Holy Spirit was preparing us for over 
the ensuing decades. The Episcopal Church was going through a tremendous 
number of spiritual crises, but St. Luke’s and most of its members were determined 
to be true to the core tenets of our Christian beliefs without compromise.  This 
turmoil took on many different faces and presented irreconcilable spiritual 
alignment with the Episcopal Church. The Holy Spirit continued to provide us with 
the spiritual leadership in our priest to help us navigate the spiritual turbulence, 
including providing us with the inspiring spiritual leadership of Fr. Mark Lewis for 
the past 12 years. We all worshiped, prayed, and persevered together. As we went 
through many of these situations, it was clear to me that the Holy Spirit was at work 
from that very day in 1989 and everyday leading up to when we were ultimately 
received into the Catholic Church. It was at that moment that it became abundantly 
clear that, all along, every action was leading to the correction of 500 years of 
spiritual separation from the Holy See. So, as you can see, we have always passed 
many churches to come to St. Luke’s. And moving to DC, we continue to pass many 
churches to worship at St. Luke’s. I fervently believe that the Holy Spirit was pleased 
to have my family and me worship in this church. Certainly, it is a plus when you 
have the warmest fellow parishioners, a godly and devoted priest, and a liturgy and 
music that lifts you heavenward. There is simply no place else to go!  

 

The Deacon-Candidate’s Desk 
by Mark F. Arbeen 

Come Holy Spirit Come! 

This year, the month of June is a month of singularly important and 
interesting Solemnities.  First, on June 4, we celebrate the Solemnity of 
Pentecost – the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles (also called 
Whitsunday) – and the birthday of the Church.  Pentecost is originally the 
ancient Jewish Festival of Weeks.  It is celebrated 50 days after Passover and 
celebrates the giving of the Law to Moses.  So the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
whom Jesus promised would guide us in all Truth, is fitting to come on the 

same day.  As the Law was written in stone on Mt. Sinai, by the finger of God (in 
flames), so the Holy Spirit descends, like tongues of fire, on those chosen to lead the 
Church and protect the Deposit of Faith. 

On June 11, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Blessed Trinity.  In this solemnity, 
we don’t celebrate an event, but a dogma of the Faith, that God is Three in One and 
One in Three – three persons one God.  Unfortunately, it is also the one Sunday 
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Mr and Mrs Jordan Bloom 

The Parish Picnic 

where more heresy is preached than any other.  I say that as a joke, but there is a 
reality in the statement in that the dogma of the Trinity is one of the most difficult 
teachings to understand in our human, feeble, mind.  I won’t try to explain it further, 
lest I also fail to explain it properly. 

On June 18, we celebrate the Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ.  
This year we will also celebrate the ministry of Father Mark Lewis, our Pastor, as he 
departs and assumes the ministry of Pastor of Our Lady of the Atonement in San 
Antonio, Texas.  I am sure Father Lewis will want us not to mourn his leaving, but to 
celebrate Jesus Christ in the Blessed Sacrament.  It is God who has led us, and it is 
God who will continue to lead us, through the intercession of His Mother Mary.  
While we say goodbye to Father Lewis, let us thank him for being the conduit 
through which God’s plan was implemented, and our return to Rome was realized. 

On June 25 we take a breath, and start the Sundays after Trinity.  I am glad that we in 
the Ordinariate use this form of counting Sundays, instead of Ordinary Time.  While 
I know that Ordinary means Ordinal time, our language has put a negative 
connotation, making it mean “of no special quality or interest; commonplace, or 
unexceptional.”  Sundays are not unexceptional, because every Sunday we come 
together to remember the salvific history of God’s love for us.  Our priest makes 
present Jesus Christ in the most Blessed Sacrament.  In no way is this “ordinary.”  As 
we enter into the summer time, let us remember to set aside our Sundays to come 
and experience a most extraordinary event and spend time with God in prayer. 

Oremus Pro Invicem! 

 

Recent Events at St. Luke’s 
Music and dancing broke out at the parish 
picnic when the Little Sisters of the Sacred 
Hearts [an order that Fr. Lewis regularly 
celebrates Mass for] brought a guitar (and 
some fabulous cannoli). The Knights grilled 
and parishioners brought their specialties of 
jerk chicken and spicy fish and fritters. Grey 
skies did not put a damper on the fun. 

We  heard the banns read in late April and 
early May. And on May 20th, parishioners 
Kelsey Rupp and Jordan Bloom made their 
vows to each other before the Lord. Now 
they are off on life’s next adventure. We 
will miss them both as they begin their new 
life together in Kansas, where Jordan is in 
graduate school. We wish them all the best. 
God bless and keep them ad multos annos! 
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The Personal Ordinariate  
of the Chair of Saint Peter 

That we all may be one 

St. Luke’s at Immaculate Conception is a 
parish of the Personal Ordinariate of the 

Chair of Saint Peter, which was 
established on January 1, 2012 by Pope 
Benedict XVI in response to repeated 

requests by Anglicans seeking to 
become Catholic. Ordinariate parishes 

are fully Catholic while retaining 
elements of their Anglican heritage and 

traditions, including liturgical traditions. 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

In the summer of 2005, I had a phone interview with the search committee of 
St. Luke’s. During that interview, Patrick Delaney asked me, “If called to be the 
rector of St. Luke’s, how long do you think you would stay?” I clearly remember 
my answer—I said, “I would be at St. Luke’s as long as God wanted me there.” I 
understood Patrick’s question and concern; St. Luke’s previous two pastors 
were there a combined total of five years. Patrick and the search committee 
were hoping to have a priest come who might have a bit more longevity.  Vickey 
and I were also looking for a place we could call our home, some place where we 
could serve God’s people and build meaningful and lasting relationships. 

February 13, 2006, was my first day as your pastor. Over the last 11 ½ years I have 
had the wonderful privilege of witnessing children grow into their teen years, 
and teenagers becoming successful young adults. I have also had the privilege of 
growing older with all of you, and in the process, develop meaningful, loving, 
lasting relationships. Most importantly we have grown in Christ and in our faith. 
As the years passed, I had come to believe I would be at St. Luke’s until my 
retirement; God knows there remains much to be accomplished in our journey 
and I was looking forward to guiding St. Luke’s into the future. However, God 
has now closed this door. In His infinite wisdom, God has prepared a new 
pastor to continue this journey with you.  I am certain you will be blessed. 

As Vickey and I prepare to leave St. Luke’s, I ask for your prayers—we are going 
to need them. Our Lady of the Atonement is a much larger parish; it has a K-12 
school and a very large budget, not to mention I will be replacing the founding 
pastor of Our Lady of the Atonement. Fr. Phillips has successfully guided the 
growth of the parish from a community of 18 to its present size of thousands. As 
I told Bishop Lopes, nothing in my past has prepared me for such a challenge.  

As I am now in my late 50’s, I suppose this assignment will be my last, but God alone knows. 
I do not know if or when we will have an opportunity to see all of you again, therefore I want 
take time to say thank you for all your work; for your commitment to St. Luke’s and the 
Ordinariate; for your support; for your friendship and love, and most importantly, for your 
faith. 

As most of you know, I enjoy musicals. One of my favorite musicals is Fiddler on the Roof.  
There is a scene in that musical in which Hodel, one of Tevye’s three daughters, is leaving 
with her new husband for Siberia. As the train is approaching the station, Hodel turns to her 
father and says “Papa, God alone knows when we shall see each other again.” To which 
Tevye responds, “Then we will leave it in His hands.”  The time has now come for us to 
depart and to trust our future into His hands. 

I know I speak for Vickey in saying, from the bottom of our hearts, THANK YOU for an 
amazing 11 ½ years. You will remain in our prayers. 

Sunday, June 4th: WHITSUNDAY, THE SOLEMNITY OF PENTECOST [No Coffee Hour] 

Sunday, June 11th: TRINITY SUNDAY   [No Coffee Hour] 

Sunday, June 18th: MOST HOLY BODY AND BLOOD OF CHRIST—CORPUS CHRISTI  
                                   Father Lewis’  Last Sunday at St. Luke’s  [Potluck Reception following Mass] 
                                   MAKE PLANS TO BE THERE!! 

StLukesOrdinariate.com

