
The Epistle 
When St. Luke's moved from Bladensburg, Maryland to Immaculate Conception in 
downtown Washington DC, we were forced to put many of our parish treasures in 
storage. One special object, however, we brought with us—our beautiful statue of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, which now stands near the baptismal font in the rear of the 
church at Immaculate Conception. She is a visible reminder of our journey into full 
communion with the Catholic Church and that St. Luke's is dedicated to the 
Immaculate Heart of Mary, which we should particularly recall during the month of 
May. 

The Catholic faithful have dedicated the month of May to Mary since at least the 
seventeenth century, and possibly as early as the thirteenth. According to the 
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Honoring Mary in May: St. Luke's and Our Lady  



2 Catholic Encyclopedia, the present custom of honoring 
Mary in May originated in Rome when Jesuit Father 
Latomia vowed to dedicate the month to Mary to 
counteract infidelity and immorality among his 
students. The custom spread from Rome. In his 1965 
encyclical Mense Maio, Blessed Pope Paul VI 
commended the custom of Marian devotions in May. 
“Since Mary is rightly to be regarded as the way by which 
we are led to Christ, the person who encounters Mary 
cannot help but encounter Christ likewise,” the pope 
wrote.  

Marian devotions in May can take the form of special 
prayers, hymns, processions, saying the rosary, or a 
ceremony crowning a statue of the Blessed Virgin. At 
the end of Mary's month, on May 31, we celebrate the 
Feast of the Visitation of the Blessed Virgin Mary, when 
Mary, pregnant with Our Lord, went to visit her cousin 
St. Elizabeth, who was carrying John the Baptist, and 
John leapt in his mother's womb. In the Gospel of that 
day, Mary says the words of the Magnificat. 

Like most Catholics, we at St. Luke's have a special 
feeling for Our Lady, and, indeed, we believe she played 
a very important role in leading us into the Church. It 
has something to do with the statue! 

When Father Mark Lewis arrived at St. Luke's, then a parish of the Episcopal Church, 
in 2006, there was a statue of Our Lady of Guadalupe—most unusual for an 
Episcopal church, but the statue belonged to a Latino Episcopalian congregation  
that was holding services at St. Luke’s (much as St. Luke’s is currently holding 
services at Immaculate Conception). When St. Luke's began the process of 
discerning whether to come into full communion with the Catholic Church, the 
Latino congregation left, taking the statue with them.  

“We went a while without a statue, but I wanted to replace it,” recalls Father Mark. 
“Most Anglo-Catholic parishes have statues, particularly of Mary.” St. Luke's had 
been an Anglo-Catholic parish since the 1970s, but the theology of the parish was 
not as Catholic as the liturgical traditions. Then the statue we brought with us from 
Bladensburg was acquired—and our steps towards the Catholic Church seemed to 
grow firmer.  

“Lex orandi, lex credendi was at work,” said Father Mark. “This is the real story. Once 
we purchased the new statue of Mary, I added the reciting of the Angelus at the end 
of Mass in front of the statue. When I was ordained Catholic priest, I was given a 
copy of the book: Fatima for Today: The Urgent Marian Message of Hope, by Andrew 
Apostoli. On May 13, 2013, the 96th anniversary of the first appearance at Fatima, I 
dedicated St. Luke's to the Immaculate Heart of Mary.” Father Mark says that “Mary 
and the Holy Spirit were at work in Episcopalians long before we realized it.”  

Our Lady with  
the Christ Child,  
brought with us  

from Bladensburg 

Lex orandi, lex credendi 
(loosely translated as “the 

law of praying [is] the law of 
believing”) is a Latin motto 

which means that it is 
prayer which leads to belief, 

or that it is liturgy which 
leads to theology. 



We feel especially fortunate that the monks of St. Anselm's Abbey welcome us for 
services of Evening Prayer there, because so much of the language and sensibility of 
the Anglican patrimony are consciously rooted in 
ancient liturgies of the Church and Benedictine 
traditions. We have our last service of Evening 
Prayer until next fall on Saturday, May 7th at 4 
o'clock in the abbey chapel, followed by an informal 
wine and cheese reception in the St. Augustus 
Room at the Abbey. Evening Prayer is one of the 
gems of our patrimony, and we hope you will mark 
it on your calendar and join us for worship and fellowship. The 
Abbey is located at 4501 South Dakota Ave. NE, Washington DC. 
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St. Anselm’s Abbey  

Last Evening Prayer at the Abbey until September 

Mass for Ascension 
Thursday 
May 5th at 8:30 am & 7 pm 
On Thursday, May 5 at 7 pm, St. Luke's 
will have a special evening Mass with the 
choir present to celebrate the Ascension 
of Our Lord. The bodily Ascension of 
Christ is so important in Christian 
doctrine that it is affirmed in creeds. 
Christ's ascension into Heaven is a 
foreshadowing of our own entrance into 
glory. Tradition places the Ascension on 
the Mount of Olives. It completes the act 
of redemption begun on Good Friday and 
falls forty days after Easter Sunday. It 
always occurs on a Thursday. The Feast of 
the Ascension is a Holy Day of 
Obligation. Many dioceses transfer it to 
the following Sunday, however. We do 

not do so in the Ordinariate. Thus members of the St. Luke’s are required to attend 
Mass on Ascension Thursday. While we hope that you will be able to make it to Mass 
that evening at St. Luke's, which we anticipate will be beautiful, or at our regular 
8:30 am daily Mass, which also will be an Ascension Thursday Mass, attendance at 
any Catholic Mass that day fulfills the obligation.  

The Ascension by Giotto 

An important reminder: If anyone at St. Luke's has not made their Easter Duty, time 
is running out. All Catholics who have made a First Communion are required to 
receive Holy Communion at least once during the Easter season. In the U.S. the time 
for the Easter Duty runs from the First Sunday of Lent to Trinity Sunday (which 
comes after Pentecost). Sacramental confession is strongly encouraged before 
making the Easter Duty and is mandatory for any Catholic conscious of grave sin.  



1 May: Rogation Sunday 
Mass for Four Voices [William Byrd, 1592-3] 
Spiritus Domini [William Byrd, 1607] 
Ave Maria [attributed to Guilio Caccini (1551-1618)] 

5 May: Ascension Thursday 
Missa brevis [Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1570] 
Sicut cervus [Giovanni Pierluigi da Palestrina, 1584] 
Almighty and Everlasting God [Orlando Gibbons, 1641] 

8 May: Seventh Sunday of Easter Sunday 
Missa Quaeramus [Cristóbal de Morales, 1544] 
O Sing Joyfully [Adrian Batten, early 17th century] 

15 May: Whitsunday 
Missa brevis Tongues of Fire [Cecilia McDowall, 2013] 
Come, Holy Ghost  [Orlando Gibbons, 1623] 
Ave verum corpus [William Byrd, 1605] 

22 May: Trinity Sunday 
Missa brevis  [James Macmillan, 1977] 
Benedicimus Deum [Samuel Webbe, late 18th century] 

29 May: First Sunday after Trinity 
Missa brevis  [Antonio Lotti, early 18th century] 
Ave maris stella [Lorenzo Perosi, 1731] 
Ave verum corpus [Wolfgang Amadeus Mozart, 1791] 

Music This Month 

8 Corporal Work of Mercy for May:  
Our Suffering Brothers and Sisters in the Middle East 

Christians around the world—and especially in 
the Middle East—are facing unprecedented 
violence, and it is possible that Christianity 
will be eradicated in many of the places where 
it was introduced and took root early. A New 
York Times Magazine article last year asked in 
its headline, “Is This The End of Christianity in 
the Middle East?” The suffering by Christians, 
and indeed members of other religious 
minorities, is enormous. Recently the United 
States, under pressure from the Knights of 
Columbus (which in March issued a report 
headlined “Genocide Against Christians in the 
Middle East”) and other organizations, 

designated what is happening to the Christians in the Middle East as genocide. We 
urge you to pray for Christians in Christianity's ancient homeland and suggest as a 
corporal act of mercy for the month to making a contribution for their support. A 
good way to do this is to give what you can to the Knights of Columbus Christian 
Refugee Relief fund. You can do this online: https://www.kofc.org/en/
christianRelief/hope.html. 

https://www.kofc.org/en/christianRelief/hope.html
https://www.kofc.org/en/christianRelief/hope.html


Please check our website for more  
information on upcoming events!     
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Corpus Christi Mass: May 26 at 7 pm 
St. Luke's will hold a special evening Mass to celebrate the 
Feast of Corpus Christi (Latin for "body of Christ"), which falls 
on the Thursday after Trinity Sunday. As the name implies, 
Corpus Christi celebrates the institution of the Eucharist. 
Maundy Thursday in Holy Week also commemorates the 
institution of the Eucharist. But Holy Week contains so many 
days of prime importance to Christians that it is possible for 
us to lose sight of this very important event. Consequently, St. 
Juliana of Liege (1193-1258), a Belgian nun, yearned for a 
special feast celebrating the institution of the Eucharist. She 
promoted such a feast, and ultimately Pope Urban IV 
published the bull Transiturus (8 September, 1264) which 
ordered the annual celebration of Corpus Christi. St. Thomas 
Aquinas composed an Office for Corpus Christi from which 
the famous Eucharistic hymns Pange Lingua Gloriosi and 
Tantum Ergo Sacramentum come. Please join us for this special 
evening Mass, if at all possible. 

May 15: Whitsunday, or Pentecost 
This is a busy liturgical season! Fifty days after Easter Sunday, we celebrate the birth 
of the Church with the Feast of Pentecost—or Whitsunday, as many Christians of 
Anglican heritage still like to call it. Whitsunday commemorates the descent of the 
Holy Spirit on the Apostles and other followers of Christ who were gathered 
together in the Upper Room. It is described in Acts of the Apostles :  

And when the days of the Pentecost were accomplished, they were all 
together in one place: And suddenly there came a sound from heaven, as 
of a mighty wind coming, and it filled the whole house where they were 
sitting. And there appeared to them parted tongues as it were of fire, and 
it sat upon every one of them: And they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, and they began to speak with divers tongues, according as the 
Holy Ghost gave them to speak.   

The origin of the name Whitsunday is unknown but possibly 
comes from the white—whit—robes people who were to be 
baptized at Pentecost wore. As the Apostles prayed intently 
between the Ascension of Our Lord and the descent of the 
Holy Spirit on Pentecost, many Catholics now make use the 
time between the two feasts to make a Novena to the Holy 
Spirit. It is the most ancient of the Church's novenas. In this 
Novena, we pray to receive the sevenfold gifts of the Holy                                       
Spirit. 
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From the Pastor 

The Personal Ordinariate  
of the Chair of Saint Peter 

That we all may be one 

St. Luke’s at Immaculate Conception is a 
parish of the Personal Ordinariate of the 

Chair of Saint Peter, which was 
established on January 1, 2012 by Pope 
Benedict XVI in response to repeated 

requests by Anglicans seeking to 
become Catholic. Ordinariate parishes 

are fully Catholic while retaining 
elements of their Anglican heritage and 

traditions, including liturgical traditions. 

At our April Family Formation Class, the topic of Saints was taught. 
We learned how to make the saints part of our daily lives. May is the 
month of Mary, who is the epitome of a saint; she is also the mother 
of all believers. 

I would like for us to take this month to get to know our Holy 
Mother a little better. There are many ways in which we can 
develop a better relationship with her and at the same time grow in 
our understanding of her role in salvation history. We can read the 
sections about Mary in the Catechism of the Catholic Church; we 
can read a book about a Marian apparition—perhaps Lourdes, 
Fatima, or Guadalupe; or we can commit to a daily recitation of the 
rosary. 

Our Family Formation class this month will be held on May 8, 
immediately following the 
Mass. The topic this 
month is Mary. Special 
attention will be given to 
the Immaculate 
Conception, Catherine 
Labouré and the 
Miraculous Medal. 

A rather miraculous thing 
happens when we 
develop a better 
relationship with Mary—
when we learn about her, 
she reveals her divine 
Son. 

Have a blessed month 
with Mary. 

StLukesOrdinariate.com

