
The Epistle 
As religious liberty has come more and more under attack in the US, Catholics 
across the country have flocked to see relics and artifacts, on tour during the 
Fortnight of Freedom, from the life of St. Thomas More, the sixteenth-century 
martyr who died rather take an oath that King Henry VIII was head of the Church in 
England. St. Thomas More of course has special significance for Ordinariate 
Catholics, who have Anglican roots but who have returned to full Communion with 
the Catholic Church.   

So it is fitting that all members of St. Luke's are encouraged to join our parish 
pilgrimage on September 18th to visit a temporary exhibit called God’s Servant First: 
The Life and Legacy of Thomas More, which opens that weekend at the Saint John Paul 
II National Shrine in northeast Washington DC. The Shrine is a major pastoral 
initiative of the lay Catholic fraternal organization, the Knights of Columbus, who 
renovated the former John Paul II Cultural Center, which previously occupied the 
premises, to form this place of worship and of cultural and religious formation. 
This pilgrimage is a once-in-a-lifetime chance to see an unusual collection of relics 
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2 and other sacred objects. It includes a piece of the hair shirt worn by St. Thomas 
More and a fragment of his bone. A chasuble sewn by the devout Catherine of 
Aragon after Henry banished her from court so that he could marry Anne Boleyn is 
also on display, as is a ring worn by St. John Fisher, the Bishop of Rochester and 
friend and supporter of Catherine, who was martyred for upholding papal 

supremacy. The exhibition also features a 
rare First Folio edition of Shakespeare 
(germane because Shakespeare is said to 
have relied heavily on More's biography of 
Richard III in writing his play about 
Richard). There is also material on the 
Carroll family, which produced the first 

A Gift of Love:  
The Life of St. John Paul II 

exhibit  

Catholic bishop of the United States and 
also a signer of the Declaration of 
Independence. 

We will also have the opportunity to see 
the excellent permanent exhibit at the 
Shrine on the life and ministry of St. John 
Paul II, A Gift o f Love: The Life  o f St. John 
Paul II.   Also while at the Shrine, pilgrims 
may venerate a first-class relic of Saint 

John Paul II’s blood that is contained in a glass ampoule at the center of an ornate 
reliquary.  

We will gather in front of the church immediately after our regular Sunday Mass and 
proceed as a group to the exhibit. [Carpools will be arranged after we have a 
headcount of attendees; let us know if you will be driving and how many passengers 
you could take]. There will be no coffee hour that Sunday.  

So come and join us after mass on the 18th for our parish pilgrimage. Please don't 
forget to sign up! There is a sign-up sheet at coffee hour, or you can email 
StLukesDCOrdinariate@gmail.com to add your name to the list. 

http://www.jp2shrine.org/jp/en/canonization/blood_relic.html
http://www.jp2shrine.org/jp/en/canonization/blood_relic.html
mailto:StLukesDCOrdinariate@gmail.com


Please check our website for more information on upcoming events!    
StLukesOrdinariate.com 

3 The Bishop's Visitation to Mark 5th Anniversary 
We are excited about an important milestone in the life of St. Luke's at 
Immaculate Conception that falls next month and urge all members to help us 
prepare for the celebrations. As many of you know, on October 9, 2011, in a 
history-making event, more than sixty members of St. Luke's, formerly an 
Episcopal parish in Bladensburg, Md., stepped forward to be received into the 
Holy Catholic Church and then confirmed that same day by Donald Cardinal 
Wuerl at a beautiful mass in the Crypt Church at the Basilica of the National 
Shrine of the Immaculate Conception. Father Mark spoke for all of us (and all 
converts) when he said after that that mass five years ago, “I'm so glad to be 
home.”  

So much has happened since then, including 
our move into Washington DC. As it 
happens, October 9th falls again on 
a Sunday this year and we are excited that our 
bishop, the Most Reverend Steven J. Lopes, is 
coming to St. Luke's to help us mark our fifth 
anniversary as Catholics and, as a further sign 
of God's grace, to confirm five adult converts 
who have been exploring the Catholic faith with 
Father Mark Lewis.  

In keeping with that spirit of coming home, we 
are hoping to make October 9th a homecoming 
for all St. Luke's parishioners, past and present. 
Please make it a point to contact any old St. 
Luke's parishioners you know who may have 
moved away and now belong to other parishes 
and invite them to come to St. Luke's 
on October 9th. For some, it might be a first 
opportunity to hear the Mass celebrated 
according to our splendid Divine Worship 
missal, which Ordinariate parishes began using 
in 2014. For all of us, it will be an opportunity to 
rejoice in our journey, see old friends, and, if we 
haven't already, to meet Bishop Lopes at a 
potluck brunch immediately after Mass. And 
we'll also begin our annual parish novena 
on October 9th, which ends on the feast of our 
patron, St. Luke. We'll have prayer cards for the 

novena at the coffee hour as the date gets closer.      

StLukesOrdinariate.com


4 Corporal Work of Mercy for September 
The Harriet Tubman Emergency Women’s Shelter 

One of the daily challenges for homeless 
women is maintaining personal hygiene, 
which is so important for human dignity 
and comfort. With this in mind, our 
corporal work of mercy for September is 
collecting feminine hygiene products for 
the Harriet Tubman Emergency Women's 
Shelter and Day Program. The Tubman 
shelter is “a low-barrier emergency 
shelter,” which provides a place to stay off 
the streets, a hot meal, a shower, and 

access to a case manager and a work program.  A spokesman for the shelter says that 
sanitary products (pads are preferred to tampons) are very welcome. They also  
accept other hygiene products such as toothbrushes, toothpaste, body lotions, and body 
wash [no glass containers, only plastic]. It is important all products be unopened.   
As small as this might seem, these items can make a big difference to women who 
need them. All contributions will be collected in the vestibule or at coffee hour after 
Mass on Sundays throughout the month of September and delivered to the shelter at 
the end of the month.   

Evening Prayer at the Abbey Resumes 
Our monthly Evening Prayer at the 
Abbey resumes on Saturday, October 1st 
at 4 pm.  

This quiet service of thanksgiving and 
reflection is followed by a time of 
fellowship in the Abbey’s Fort Augustus 
Room. The English Benedictine 
Congregation at St. Anselm’s has been 
an enthusiastic supporter of the 
Ordinariate and its mission, and the 
monks are eager to maintain a 
relationship of support and friendship 
with St. Luke’s. 

Please join us on the first Saturday of 
every month (from October to May) at 
St. Anselm’s Abbey, located at 4501 
South Dakota Ave. NE, Washington DC. 

All are welcome. 



Remember St. Luke’s in Your Will 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Everyone who joins our legacy society by October 18, the Feast of St. Luke, will be 
recognized as a charter member of the Society! 

4 September: Fifteenth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa brevis No.2 in F minor   [Healey Willan, mid 20th century] 
O How Sweet, O Lord   [Healey Willan, mid 20th century] 

11 September: Sixteenth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa Alleluia   [Jean Mouton, circa 1500] 
O Salutaris Hostia  [Josquin de Prez, circa 1500] 

18 September: Seventeenth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa tribus vocibus  [Christoph Dalitz, late 20th century] 
Hear My Prayer, O Lord   [Henry Purcell, late 17th century] 

25 September: Eighteenth Sunday After Trinity 
Missa quatuor vocum  [Domenico Scarlatti, early 18th century] 
Ubi caritas  [Maurice Duruflé, 1960] 

Music This Month 
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 Request For Information 
I would like a representative of St. Luke’s who is familiar with estate planning to 
contact me about exploring the best ways for me to give. 

 Legacy Society Enrollment 
Please enroll me/us – I/we already qualify for inclusion in the Legacy Society by 
virtue of having remembered St. Luke’s Parish in my/our will or other estate plans. 

 I wish to be listed anonymously in the roll of Legacy Society members. 

 

Name: _____________________________________________ 
 

Address: ____________________________________________ 
 

City, State, ZIP: ________________________________________ 
 

Telephone: _________________ E-mail: _____________________ 

 

PLEASE RETURN TO OR CONTACT: 

Planned Giving  
St. Luke’s Parish Office  
4002  53rd Street  
Bladensburg MD 20710 

Or contact the parish office at 
202-999-9934 or by e-mail at 
info@stlukesordinariate.com 

Legacy Society 



The Birth of the Virgin  
by Giotto  [1305] 

September 8th:  
The Nativity of Our Lady 
Generally, the Church commemorates as his feast day a saint's date of death, but for 
John the Baptist and the Virgin Mary  both birth and death dates are 
commemorated. The reason for this is found not only in the singular mission each 
had in salvation history,  but also because traditionally these two (together with the 
prophet Jeremiah, see Jeremiah 1:5) were holy in their very birth [Mary's Immaculate 
Conception; John's pre-sanctification in Saint Elizabeth's womb according to the 
traditional interpretation of Luke 1:15]. 

The modern canon of scripture does not record Mary's birth. The earliest known 
account of Mary's birth is found in the Protoevangelium of James (5:2), an 
apocryphal text from the late second century, with her parents known as Saint Anne 
and Saint Joachim. The Church celebrates Mary's birth as a liturgical feast on the 8th 
of September, nine months after the solemnity of her Immaculate Conception, 
celebrated on the 8th of December.  

The earliest document commemorating 
this feast comes from a hymn written in 
the sixth century. The first liturgical 
commemoration is connected with the 
sixth century dedication of the Basilica 
Sanctae Mariae ubi nata est, now called 
the Church of St. Anne in Jerusalem. 
The original church built, in the fifth 
century, was a Marian basilica erected 
on the spot known as the shepherd's 
pool and thought to have been the home 
of Mary's parents. In the seventh 
century, the feast was celebrated by the 
Byzantines as the feast of the Birth of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary. Since the story 
of Mary's Nativity is known only from 
apocryphal sources, the Latin Church 
was slower in adopting this festival. At 
Rome the feast began to be kept toward 
the end of the seventh century, brought 
there by Eastern monks. 

There are traditions and customs 
associated with this feast. The winegrowers in France called this feast “Our Lady of 
the Grape Harvest,” on which the best grapes are brought to the local church to be 
blessed and then some bunches attached to the hands of the statue of Mary. A 
festive meal that includes the new grapes is held on this day. In Goa, India, the feast, 
called the “Monti Fest,” is a major family celebration, a thanksgiving festival blessing 
the harvest of new crops, and observed with a festive lunch centered on the blessed 
grain of the harvest. 
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The Very Rev. Mark W. Lewis, 
Pastor 

Office 
4002 53rd Street  
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From the Pastor 

The Personal Ordinariate  
of the Chair of Saint Peter 

That we all may be one 

Dear Brothers and Sisters,  

We are one month away from celebrating two milestone events in the life of St. Luke’s. On October 
9, 2016 we will celebrate the fifth anniversary of St. Luke’s Church becoming Catholic; in addition, 
on that same day we will welcome our bishop, the Most Rev. Steven J. Lopes, who will be making his 
first pastoral visit to St. Luke’s. 

In November 2015, after being announced as the first Bishop of the Personal Ordinariate of the 
Chair of St. Peter, I invited the newly-announced bishop to visit us for the fifth anniversary of our 
becoming Catholics. Without hesitation he accepted the invitation and said he wanted to be here 
for this historic event.  

 

In late January 2010, the wardens of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church (Ada Okafor and Patrick Delaney) 
and I scheduled a visit with the Episcopal Bishop of Washington, the Rt. Rev. John Chane. The 
purpose of our visit was to seek the advice of Bishop Chane on the future of St. Luke’s; Bishop 
Chane had announced his retirement earlier that month.  The announcement of the apostolic 
constitution Anglicanorum coetibus occurred in November of 2009, but its implementation was 

 

going to take some time, in fact the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter was not established until January 1, 2011. We 
scheduled our meeting with Bishop Chane not only to seek his advice, but to gauge his willingness to support us in becoming 
Catholic.  

I clearly recall Ada, Patrick, and I praying in the National Cathedral just prior to our meeting with Bishop Chane; we asked for the 
Holy Spirit to guide our meeting. Bishop Chane greeted us warmly and listened intently as we expressed our concern about our 
future in the Episcopal Church. He understood our concern fully and we never did express our interest in becoming members in the 
yet to be established Personal Ordinariate. Instead, as a pastoral response to our concerns Bishop Chane suggested that he believed 
the people of St. Luke’s ought to consider becoming Catholics. He asked if that might be of interest to us. In absolute amazement we 
responded affirmatively.  Bishop Chane then asked that I contact the Archbishop of Washington, then Archbishop Wuerl, to 
ascertain their willingness in accepting St. Luke’s into the Catholic Church. Ada, Patrick, and I could not believe what had taken 
place; we were just astonished and we immediately recognized the work of the Holy Spirit in opening the doors for our entry into 
the Catholic Church.  

Within two weeks after meeting with Bishop Chane, I met with the Most Rev. Barry Knestout, moderator of the curia for the 
Archdiocese of Washington. The Holy Spirit was to be at work again. While addressing some of the complexities that would need to 
be overcome, he assured me of the Archbishop’s willingness to assist us in making our transition into the Catholic Church. The rest 
is history. 

Little did we know at the time the Holy Spirit was also preparing the future bishop of the Ordinariate in America. Msgr. Steven 
Lopes was working in the Congregation of the Doctrine of the Faith. He had been working for several years helping to prepare the 
framework of the apostolic constitution Anglicanorum coetibus. The future bishop of the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. 
Peter played a vital role in the establishment of the Ordinariate and in its development. 

As we celebrate this historic event it is most appropriate that Bishop Lopes be with us. With his position in Rome, he had been 
involved with every movement of St. Luke’s toward the Catholic Church since 2010. He was also being led by the Holy Spirit to the 
Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter. 

All of this is proof that the Personal Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter is the work of God. Let us never forget how God has moved 
and used many different people to bring us to this point in time; and let it be a reminder to us that He is already preparing our 
future. 

As pastor of St. Luke’s, I want to invite all persons who are reading this letter, especially those who have become Catholic 
by the ministry of St. Luke’s to come home on October 9, 2016. Please make plans to join us in giving thanks to Almighty 
God for the wonders He has done; and for the future He has in store for St. Luke’s, Bishop Lopes, and the Personal 
Ordinariate of the Chair of St. Peter. 

StLukesOrdinariate.com

