
APRIL 5, 2020                                                                                                             HARRISBURG DIOCESE

PASTOR’S LETTER

Dear Friends, 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 April 12, 2020 
Easter, when delight was turned to disappointment and disappointment was turned to 
delight. Surely Satan and the forces of  evil must have thought they had won the great 
battle. If  the forces of  evil could have danced, surely they must have been dancing in the 
streets. They thought they had killed the Son of  God.  
Darkness seemed to have been reigning supreme from the time when Judas and an 
armed crowd, came to arrest Jesus under the cloak of  darkness. Darkness provided the 
cover for the evil intentions of  those persecuting Jesus but also for the shameful 
abandonment of  Jesus by his disciples. Even Peter had to slink away into the darkness to 
hide his shame.  
How the forces of  evil must have rejoiced as “from noon onward there was darkness over 
the whole land,” until at last Jesus “gave up his spirit.” How they must have believed that 
this darkness was just a foretaste of  the spiritual darkness which would envelope the earth 
unabated by the Light of  the World. But God had another plan and turned their delight 
to disappointment.  
While darkness still seemed to reign, Mary Magdalene and her companions, and later 
Peter and John, came “while it was still dark” only to find an empty tomb. 
Disappointment upon disappointment, or so it seemed at first. But when they realized 
that the face cloth was separate from the other burial wrappings, a ray of  hope and light 
pierced the darkness, never to be extinguished again. Rather, it was a ray of  hope and 
light which was to grow in brilliance as Christ’s resurrection became known and its 
meaning understood. Praise God, disappointment is now turned to delight!  
“The New Testament writers speak as if  Christ’s achievement in rising from the dead 
was the first event of  its kind in the whole history of  the universe. He is the ‘first fruits’, 
the ‘pioneer of  life’. He has forced open a door that has been locked since the death of  
the first man. He has met, fought, and beaten the King of  Death. Everything is different 
because He has done so. This is the beginning of  the New Creation: a new chapter in 
cosmic history has opened.” (C.S. Lewis, from Miracles)  
Christ’s arrest, suffering, death, burial and resurrection introduced a new creation, a new 
life that has not only escaped the bonds of  death but also the chains of  enslavement to 
our natural passions and their subsequent evil behavior. With Jesus’ resurrection comes power to live differently. 
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Jesus introduces a whole new perspective and purpose to life—life lived 
in union and communion with the Trinity. This new-creation life is 
described in Ephesians 5 as walking in the Light because through the 
Holy Spirit’s abiding presence we are able to see life with new insight. 
In addition, walking in the Light implies a life of  holiness is possible, 
free from the shadows of  darkness.  
Wherever or whenever you are experiencing darkness, Jesus is there, a 
Light shining in the darkness just as John said in the beginning of  his 
Gospel. We should no longer shrink into our fears believing the lie that 
evil will triumph, or that this pandemic will never end. Follow the 
disciples’ example and seek out the resurrected Christ. He is risen, he 
is triumphant, we are in him, full recipients of  his victory.  
In Christ, we are a new creation, and can experience living as a new 
creation in the peace and power of  Jesus. Contrary to the disciple in 
today’s Gospel reading, we need not see and believe, but instead we 
have the opportunity to believe and see.  

Happy Easter! 
Fr. John 

WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 
ENTERING PARISH BUILDINGS DURING 

TIME OF PANDEMIC 
We ask you please do not enter any of the parish 
buildings unless authorized by Fr. John or Fr. Jim 
during this time of COVID-19. The buildings are 
sanitized, and for your safety and ours we do not 
want to spread the virus. We know many of you 
have keys to the doors, but we ask you - PLEASE 
DO NOT ENTER ANY OF THE CHURCH 
BUILDINGS WITHOUT APPROVAL. Thank you, 
Fr. John 

LIVE-STREAMING UPDATE 

We realize how difficult it is for you not to come to church to 
worship, pray and be with your sisters and brothers in Christ. We 
have been working hard to bring the Mass to you by live-
streaming, although as you have probably noticed, there have 
been some ‘minor hiccups.’ We are working around the clock to 
correct these issues and I’m convinced our parish will have one 
of the best live-streamed systems in the diocese when we’re 
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Blessed Francis Xavier 
Seelos

 In 1860 Fr. Francis Seelos was 
proposed as a candidate for the 
office of Bishop of Pittsburgh. 
Having been excused from this 
responsibility by Pope Pius IX, from 
1863 until 1866 he dedicated 
himself to the life of an itinerant 
missionary preaching in English and 
German in the states of 
Connecticut, Illinois, Michigan, 
Missouri, New Jersey, New York, 
Ohio, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island 
and Wisconsin. 
After a brief period of parish 
ministry in Detroit, Michigan, he was 
assigned in 1866 to the 
Redemptorist community in New 
Orleans, Louisiana. Here also, as 
pastor of the Church of St. Mary of 
the Assumption, he was known as a 
pastor who was joyously available 
to his faithful and singularly 
concerned for the poorest and the 
most abandoned.In God’s plan, 
however, his ministry in New 
Orleans was destined to be brief.  
In the month of September, 
exhausted from visiting and caring 
for the victims of yellow fever, he 
contracted the dreaded disease. 
After several weeks of patiently 
enduring his illness, he passed on to 
eternal life on October 4, 1867, at 
the age of 48 years and 9 months. 
His Holiness Pope John Paul II, 
proclaimed Father Seelos Blessed 

How We are Reaching 
out to our Parishioners
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finished. I want to thank especially our deacon candidate - Jim Lawson for helping us through this 
process and being such a wonderful camera man.  
Thank you for your patience as we strive to bring the Holy Mass into 
your living room via live-streaming - Fr. John 

FR. JIM’S VIDEO SERIES & SCHOOL MASS 

I want to thank Fr. Jim for putting together such wonderful video 
programs for our families during this difficult time.  
While Fr. Jim is focusing on the family, he is also reaching out to the 
children in the parish on a separate day.  
You can see Fr. Jim’s programs on Facebook - please watch for times 
on the parish website and Facebook.  

OMPH SCHOOL MASS  

Starting next Friday, April 17, we will begin celebrating the school 
Mass again at 9:00am in the church. Although the school children will 
not be physically at church, we believe they will participating in the 
Mass by watching it in their homes. Although not physically here on 
Fridays (for awhile), I am looking forward to the resumption of  the 
school Mass because I know it will help me feel closer to the students. 
I know the children miss being here at school, and I know we (the 
priests) miss them as well.  
Let us never forget the students in the Religious Education Program. 
Although we don’t see them or hear them in the hallways of  OMPH 
during normal times - they are as dear to us as our OMPH students.  
May the prayers of  our children rise to heaven and may the angels of  
God protect us and keep us from harm. Amen    

OUTREACH MINISTRY 

A word of  thanks to the new outreach ministry at OMPH. This last 
week, the new ministry group reached out to one of  the vulnerable 
groups in our parish (especially now with this epidemic)  - those over 
75 years of  age. Approximately 300 parishioners were called in one 
day. The call was simply to say hello, how are you, we’re thinking about you, 
is there anything we can do for you? Some of  our older parishioners might 
be living alone, might feel lonely or perhaps even abandoned. The 
phone call was a reminder - that although you might feel alone, 
remember - we are connected, we are the BODY OF CHRIST.  
The group also reached out to the many shut-ins in our parish.  

The new ministry group plans to continue making calls on a regular 
basis to those who have no email addresses, to shut-ins, and to others in 
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   A parish response team 
has been formed - 
OMPH 
CORONAVIRUS 
RESPONSE TEAM - 
to come up with ways to 
reach out to OMPH 
parishioners. We will be 
meeting on ZOOM. Our 
first meeting was 
Friday, March 27.  

  We have created a new 
MINISTRY TEAM to 
reach out to 
parishioners who may 
be in need at this time. 
If you would like to part 
of this team please 
notify us at (church 
email-) 

We have started to 
LIVE STREAM daily 
and weekend Mass as 
of March 29. We will 
live stream the 9:00 
and 11:00 Mass on 
Sunday and the 9:00 
weekday Mass. 
Classes, instructions, 
holy hours, etc. 
eventually will be 
available via live 
streaming. Schedule 
will be published.
Live streaming can be 
accessed on our parish 
website and Facebook.

Fr. Jim has started a 
VIDEO SERIES 
based on the family 
and it can be viewed on 
Facebook. Next video 
will be announced. 



APRIL 5, 2020                                                                                                             HARRISBURG DIOCESE

the parish who may need to be contacted.  

A word of  thanks to those who are taking the time to call parishioners who are in nursing homes or 
health care facilities. Thanks to the kindness of  those parishioners who are calling others who might 
be lonely or feeling sad at this time. 

OMPH CATHOLIC SCHOOL
While our school is closed, we are continuing our student’s learning through online remote learning. Our 
goal is to prevent our students from suffering any educational loss during this unpredicted time out of the 
classroom. 
OMPH is currently accepting registrations for the 2020-2021  school year and we would love for you to 
join our family in our new school.
During our closure, we will still be able to respond to emails. If you are interested in information about 
the  2020-2021  school  year  please  contact  our  school  principal,  Mrs.  Patricia  Foltz,  MM,    - 
pfoltz@omph.org

PALMS AND HOLY WATER
Palm were blessed on Palm Sunday, and will be given out at a later date. 
Water will be blessed at the Easter Vigil and saved for parishioners.

PRAYER IDEAS FOR THE FAMILY
The family is the “Domestic Church.” This is the first ‘church’ where we are taught to pray and to love 
God. This is an opportune time for families to come together and pray - perhaps in new and different 
ways. Please check out the website below, it is loaded with many wonderful and varied prayers. 
Also, I have enclosed at the end of this newsletter a program for Sunday Prayer at Home that can be 
prayed by the entire family. Since families are unable to receive the Eucharist at this time, the faithful are 
encouraged to make a Spiritual Communion  (enclosed)  which is encouraged by many of the saints 
including St. Alphonsus Ligouri. 

http://www.catholicfamilyfaith.org/praying.html

 
Religious Education Corner: 

This Week’s Corporal Work of Mercy 
Bury The Dead: 

Send a card or note to someone  
who has recently lost a loved one. 

Visit the cemetery plot of a lost loved one.  
Pre-Plan your own funeral Mass for your loved ones.. 

This Week’s Spiritual Work of Mercy 
Pray For The Living And The Dead: 

Pray the Divine Mercy Chaplet for  
your loved ones living and deceased. 

Have a Mass celebrated for a lost loved one  
of a family member, friend, or neighbor. 

Ask a family member, friend or neighbor if they have  
any special prayer intentions and then pray for them 
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In our Thought and Prayers 

Jane  Muldowney,  Anna Lesher,  Florence 
Windish,  Gloria  &  Basil  Reynolds, 
Patrick  Michael  Ward,  Jody  Shimp, 
Megan  Kreider,  John  Mento,  Anna 
Finkey,  Phoenix  Rann,  Joanne  Dever, 
Josie  Novotnak,  Mary  Stanavage,  Mary 
Ann  Wilk,  Theresa  Foley,  Tom Trachte, 
Kody Ingham, Mary Kay Guthrie, Diane 
Lerman,  Ron  Pogwist ,  Phi lomena 
Rozario,  Beverly  Benning,  Julie  Leone, 
Joe Columbo, Lael Swank, Diane Lerman, 
Barbara  Beebe,  Sean  Hanrahan,  Mary 
Crawford, Barbara Szobonya, Pat Fry and 
Margaret Gardner.

mailto:pfoltz@omph.org
http://www.catholicfamilyfaith.org/praying.html
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RE Classes Are Suspended Until Further Notice. 
Stay Strong And Be Well! 

 
Prayer to our Patroness for Protection 

Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and Mother of the Americas.
We fly to you today as your beloved children.

We ask you to intercede for us with your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana.
Pray for us, loving Mother,

and gain for our nation and world,
and for all our families and loved ones,

the protection of your holy angels,
that we may be spared the worst of this illness.

For those already afflicted,
we ask you to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance.

Hear the cries of those who are vulnerable and fearful,
wipe away their tears and help them to trust.

In this time of trial and testing,
teach all of us in the Church to love one another and to be patient and kind.

Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to our land and to our hearts.
We come to you with confidence,

knowing that you truly are our compassionate mother,
health of the sick and cause of our joy.

Shelter us under the mantle of your protection,
keep us in the embrace of your arms,

help us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus. Amen.

MASS INTENTIONS 
Masses that were scheduled will still be said in private.  To schedule a new Mass intention, please call the 
Parish Office at 717-733-9641. 
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