
 JUNE 21 2020

12th Sunday Ordinary Time 
June 21, 2020 

Dear Friends,  
Last Sunday, June 13th-14th was the second Sunday since our church 
reopened. It was a wonderful weekend, two adults from the RCIA 
process were Baptized, Confirmed and received the Eucharist for the 
first time. And one adult was brought into full communion with the 
Catholic Church.  

The outdoor Mass in the school parking lot was well attended with over 
50 cars and approximately 120 people coming to Mass. Everyone has 
been very appreciative and cooperative as we journey through these un-
certain waters.  

At the outdoor Mass the voice of  the priest is transmitted via an FM ra-
dio station - it seems to be working fine. The music and musician’s voice 
is amplified through a microphone and a large speaker. After Mass, the 
people (directed by the Knights) drive in their car to a priest to receive 
Communion. When arriving where the priest is standing, each person 
gets out of  the car and goes to the priest to receive Communion. After 
receiving Communion, the person may drop a gift in the offertory basket  
as they leave the parking lot.  

The first week we opened, the 9:00 Mass was full (125 people).  With so-
cial distancing - that’s all we can allow in the church. We immediately 
scheduled an 11:00 Mass for the second weekend - we had 50 people. 
Approximately 20 people came to receive Communion Sunday after-
noon (those who stayed at home to watch Mass on television or the internet).   

This weekend, close to 40 of  our young children will receive First Com-
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munion, what a wonderful celebration for our parish! The two Masses (9:00am and 11:00am) will take 
place on the lawn of  St. Clement’s. The following week we will have a Confirmation ceremony also on 
the lawn at St. Clement’s. A few days later, we will celebrate the graduation of  the OMPH 8th graders 
with a Mass and ceremony again on the lawn at St. Clement’s. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic all 
of  these events are by invitation only.  

Someone once said, “God works in mysterious ways,” he sure does! I’ve experienced so many wonder-
ful moments of  God’s presence the last three months. As a community of  faith we have all been chal-
lenged in so many ways, but as a result, I believe we have grown closer to each other and to the Lord.  

I would like to thank everyone who has helped Fr. Jim and I to reach out to our OMPH community 
during these trying times. I don’t like naming names because I always seem to forget someone, you 
know who your are - thank you!  

Congratulations to our First Communicants, our Confirmandi, and our OMPH Graduates. As you 
continue your journey, know that your OMPH family is always here for you, and we are praying for 
you.  

Finally, in the middle of  all these beautiful parish activities we will celebrate our parish feast this Sat-
urday on June 27th at the 9:00 Mass. Although we discussed having a parish picnic on our parish feast 
day, this year we will be unable to do that. We will celebrate our parish feast with a Mass on Saturday, 
June 27th at 9:00am. Fr. Kevin Moley, C.Ss.R. who is Superior of  St. Clement’s will be the celebrant 
and preacher.  

Because of  limited seating we ask you to please call if  you plan to attend. 

May Mary our Mother of  Perpetual Help watch over you and protect you always.  

God bless you,  

Fr. John 

IMPORTANT PARISH DATES  
June 20th First Communion	 9:00 am Invitation only - due to pandemic 
June 26th Confirmation		 7:00 pm Invitation only - due to pandemic 
June 29th OMPH Graduation 6:00 pm Invitation only - due to pandemic 

PARISH ACTIVITIES RESUMING 
Confessions	 Saturday 3:30 - 4:30 in the Church (please wear mask) 
Adoration Friday	 Immediately after 9:00 Mass until 4:00pm 
Church Visiting Hours  Mon. thru Fri. 9:00am - 4:00pm 

DON’T FORGET 
Holy Hour Friday	 3:00 - 4:00 Divine Mercy Chaplet & Benediction 
Fr. Jim’s Flourishing Family Lessons	 Stay tuned for times
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WEEKLY ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ENTERING PARISH BUILDINGS DURING TIME OF PANDEMIC 
We ask you please do not enter any of  the parish buildings unless authorized by Fr. John 
or Fr. Jim during this time of  COVID-19. The buildings are sanitized, and for your 
safety and ours we do not want to spread the virus. We know many of  you have keys to 
the doors, but we ask you - PLEASE DO NOT ENTER ANY OF THE CHURCH 
BUILDINGS WITHOUT APPROVAL. Thank you, Fr. John 

A NOTE FROM THE PARISH FOOD BANK 
During the weeks since the pandemic has hit, the Food Bank has been forced to provide “drive 
through” distribution on Wednesdays. Consequently, the volunteers have noticed that we are servicing 
only approximately one-half  as many families as we were prior to the pandemic restrictions. 
As a result the Food Bank volunteers would like to remind the  
OMPH parishioners that they can access the weekly Food Bank distributions every Wednesday start-
ing at 5 pm until approximately 6:30 pm, until further notice. Also, for anyone who would like to do-
nate food, there is a drop off  box outside the church entrance.  

NEW PARISH APP - myParish 
Last weekend we invited our parishioners to download 
our new parish app, called myParish. Each week for the 
next 16 weeks we will highlight a different feature of  the 
app. If  you have an iPhone or and Android this is the 
app for you. It’s simple to use, it helps our parish to be 
more connected and to deepen our relationship with the 
Lord Jesus.  

FORMED 
This Catholic website 
(formed.org) is truly one of  the great treasures available to our parish-
ioners - and it’s free. All you need to do is go to the website formed.org 
and search for our parish and then register. On formed.org you can access 
thousands of  movies, religious programs, audios and books - instantly. 
Here you can watch some of  the best Catholic movies, children programs, 
and engage in entertainment that supports a Catholic lifestyle.  
There are bible stories, stories of  saints, documentaries, and sacramental 
preparation materials. What’s great, you can watch it anywhere.   

http://formed.org
http://formed.org
http://formed.org
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PARISH ACTIVITIES DURING PANDEMIC 

HOLY HOUR & DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET 
LIVE-STREAMED EVERY FRIDAY - 3:00 PM 

I really look forward to the Holy Hour each Friday with the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed as we chant the Divine Mercy Chaplet.  We’re 
also praying for an end to the Pandemic, for the victims of  the virus, 
and for all those who are sacrificing to keep us safe - first responders 
and health care professionals. During the Holy Hour we are also pray-
ing for all of  the needs of  our parishioners. During the hour of  prayer 
we are also reading a Visit to the Blessed Sacrament by St. Alphonsus 
Liguori with a prayer of  Spiritual Communion. This is a difficult time, 
but Our Blessed Lord has promised us that He would never abandon us - He is with us always, join us 
for this very special time of  prayer. 

FR. JIM’S FLOURISHING FAMILY LESSONS    
I want to thank Fr. Jim for putting together such wonderful video programs for our families during this 
difficult time.  
While Fr. Jim is focusing on the family, he is also reaching out to the children in the parish on a sepa-
rate day.  
You can see Fr. Jim’s programs on Facebook and on the parish website - please watch for times on the 
parish website and Facebook.  

All of  Fr. John’s and Fr. Jim’s previous talks can be viewed on the parish website (omphchurch.com).   

NOVENA TO OUR MOTHER OF PERPETUAL HELP 
We are so fortunate to have OMPH as our patroness here at our parish. The Wednesday Novena is 
always a good reminder to me of  all the graces that flow through our Blessed Mother to us to protect 
us and to keep us safe. She truly is our mother, may we continue to run to her in total confidence and 
trust. As we celebrate our parish feast we are particularly thankful for all the graces we have received 
through the loving arms of  Our Mother of  Perpetual Help.  

NEW PARISH WEBSITE 
Please do not forget to visit our new parish website (omphchurch.com), we are constantly updating it 
with new information, such as the latest videos from Fr. Jim and Fr. John, the weekly newsletter, church 
and local news, new photos, calendar changes, and so much more. Also, there is a place for you to 
make suggestions to the pastor or to make any comments you wish - we want to stay connected the 
best we can.  

Our Mother of  Perpetual Help Catholic School  
COVID-19 Tuition Assistance Fund 

As a result of  the Coronavirus, our families are facing significant challenges in their lives, including un-
employment and loss of  income. Our students had to transition from a traditional classroom education to at 
home distance learning. 

http://omphchurch.com
http://omphchurch.com
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Our OMPH School community remains steadfast in our support of  our 
students during this pandemic. Our faculty continues their commitment to our 
children with digital instruction and support. Our faith community is kept 
strong with online Daily Prayers, the Weekday Rosary, School Mass and Family 
Flourishing Lessons. 

To support our students and their families in need, Our Mother of  Per-
petual Help Catholic School has established the COVID-19 Tuition Assistance 
Fund. 

A gift to this specific fund can lesson the financial burden for our fami-
lies so that we may continue to empower our students to reach their fullest po-
tential, spiritually and academically.  

DONATE NOW AT 
https://osvonlinegiving.com/4431/Home/NewQuickGive 
www.omph.org, Facebook @OMPHEphrata 
OR Mail donation to: Ou Mother of  Perpetual Help School - Development Office 

Prayer for Families 
We bless your name, O Lord,	 We ask you, Lord 
for sending your own incarnate Son,	 to protect and watch over this family, 
to become part of  a family,	 so that in the strength of  your grace 
so that, as he lived its life,	 its members may enjoy prosperity, 
he would experience its worries and its joys.	 possess the priceless gift of  your peace,	
We ask  you, Lord,	 and, as the Church alive in the home, 
to protect and watch over this family, bear witness in this world to your glory. 

We ask this thought Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

possess the priceless gift of  your peace 

SOMETHING NEW 

Each week we’ll be giving you a very simple outline for reading, reflecting 
and sharing the gospel message with your family members. You can also 
do the exercise on your own. This is a wonderful way for the family to grow 
together in faith.  

Twelfth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Theme: There is nothing to fear if  we stay close to Jesus. 
Breaking Open the Word 

Suggested text for faith sharing: Today’s Gospel 
Step One: Listen to the Word 
What words or phrases in today’s Gospel reading catch your ear? What image from this reading tou-
ches your heart? 
Step Two: Look into Your Life 

https://osvonlinegiving.com/4431/Home/NewQuickGive
http://www.omph.org
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Question for Children: Jesus tells us not to be afraid.  Name a 
time when you were afraid and Jesus helped you.     
Question for Youth: Jesus tells us that he will remember us to his 
Father if  we proclaim him to others. How easy is it for you to talk 
about your faith with your friends? How about your family or peo-
ple you don’t know very well? 
Question for Adults: What is your responsibility to Jesus? How 
and when will you carry out that responsibility? 

Theme: We have been given the breath of  God - the gift of  the Holy Spi-
rit. 
Breaking Open the Word 
Suggested text for faith sharing: Today’s 1st Reading from Acts 
Step One: Listen to the Word 
As you listen to this dramatic reading again today, what image strikes you 
in the story? What single word or phrase catches your ear or touches your 
heart? 
Step Two: Look into Your Life 
Question for Children: When have you heard your inner voice or con-
science guiding you to do what is right? 
Question for Youth: On Pentecost, the apostles were able to speak in a 
language that everyone could understand. As a young person, you have 
your own way of  communicating Jesus’ importance in your life. How will 
you make Jesus more known to others in your own way this week? 
Question for Adults: Share about times when you felt the power of  the 
Spirit, giving you the right words, giving you insight into a dilemma, or in 
other ways.

	   

SUGGESTED WEBSITES: STRONG 
CATHOLIC FAMILY FAITH

Prayer for the Canonization of        
Father Michael J. McGivney 

God, our Father, protector of  the poor and defender 
of  the widow and orphan, you called your priest, 
Father Michael J. McGivney, to be an apostle of  
Christian family life and to lead the young to the 
generous service of  their neighbor. Through the 
example of  his life and virtue may we follow your 
Son, Jesus Christ, more closely, fulfilling his com-
mandment of  charity and building up his Body 
which is the Church. Let the inspiration of  your 
servant prompt us to greater confidence in your love 
so that we may continue his work of  caring for the 
needy and the outcast. We humbly ask that you glo-
rify your venerable servant Father Michael J. McGi-
vney on earth according to the design of  your holy
will. Through his intercession, grant the favor I now
present (here make your request). Through Christ our
Lord. Amen. Our Father, Hail Mary, Glory Be 

The family is the “Domestic Church.” This is 
the first ‘church’ where we are taught to come 
together and pray - perhaps in new and differ-
ent ways. This is an opportune time for families 
to come together and pray - perhaps in new and 
different ways. Please check out the website be-
low, it is loaded with many wonderful and var-
ied prayers. 

Also, I have enclosed at the end of  this news-
letter a program for Sunday Prayer at Home 
that can be prayed by the entire family. Since 
families are unable to receive the Eucharist at 
this time, the faithful are encouraged to make a 
Spiritual Communion (enclosed) which is 
encouraged by many of  saints including St. 
Alphonsus Liguori. 

Prayer for Vocations 

Send for your Spirit, Lord, 
into the hearts of  your 

faithful people, that we may 
be conscious of  our vocation 

to holiness and service to 
others. Grant that many of  
us may dedicate ourselves to 
you through the priesthood, 

religious life, and lay 
ministries. 

We pray especially for the 
needs of  our own parish and 
diocese. Grant that we may 
always have sufficient good 

and holy priests and deacons, 
dedicated sisters and 

brothers, and committed lay 
ministers to serve our 

communities. 

We pray, too, for religious, 
and especially for the 

Redemptorists; that generous 
men may join them to 

become zealous missionaries 
in preaching the Gospel in 
word and action, especially 

to the poor and most 
abandoned. 

We make this prayer through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord and 

Redeemer. Amen.  
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http://www.catholicfamilyfaith.org/praying.html
NATIONAL FEDERATION FOR CATHOLIC YOUTH MINISTRY 

https://nfcym.org/covid19/ 
THE UNITED STATES ASSOCIATION OF THE CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD 

https://www.cgsusa.org/homepage/covid-19-response/ 

   CHURCH REOPENING PHOTOS 

http://www.catholicfamilyfaith.org/praying.html
https://nfcym.org/covid19/
https://www.cgsusa.org/homepage/covid-19-response/
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