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Prayer at the Time of a Pandemic 
O God, Whose only begotten Son bore the weight of human  

suffering for our salvation, hear the prayers of your Church for our  

sick brothers and sisters and deliver us from this time of trial. 

Open our ears and our hearts to the voice of your Son:  

Be not afraid, for I am with you always. 

Bless all doctors and nurses, researchers and public servants;  

give us the wisdom to do what is right and the faith to endure this 
hour, that we might gather once again to praise your name in the 
heart of your Church, delivered from all distress and confident in 

your Mercy. Through Christ our Lord. Amen 

Pray in the church privately. The church is open daily from 9 am to 4:30 pm.  Please adhere to the  
guidelines of no more than 10 people six feet apart so that we can continue to keep the church 

open.  In times where there is a Private Mass being held, the church doors will be locked. 

Stay Connected in Faith 

On our website 
StCeciliaChurch.net 

On Facebook 
St. Cecilia’s Church 

On YouTube 
St. Cecilia Parish 

On Flocknote 
StCeciliaChurch.net 



  Sixth Sunday of Easter                   St. Cecilia Church, Leominster MA                      May 17, 2020 

 

 

OUR LADY, HEALTH OF THE 

SICK, PRAY FOR US   

Please pray for those who are ill, 

especially:   

Leanne Cyr,  Robert Eagle and Fr. Bob Bruso.  
 

 If you know someone who needs prayers, call 
the rectory or email us at 

office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add 
them to our list for a month. 

A Message From Our Pastor. 
 

Have you ever hear the term “Cafeteria Catholic”? It’s a slightly sarcastic term 
for those who insist they are good Catholics but pick and choose as to which 
teachings of the church they will obey. 
 

The Church has a very clear understanding of Christian morality based upon 
the commandments and the teachings of Jesus in the scripture.  There are 
laws of the Church and laws of God.  The laws of the Church are man made 

laws and can be changed by human authority.  For example, not eating meat on Fridays.  The laws 
of God can only be changed by God and God does not change his Law.  For example, respect for 
all human life and an absolute condemnation of abortion or euthanasia.  No matter how “politically 
popular” these things like this become they can never be made right by the law of God. 
 

In today’s Gospel Jesus says “Whoever has my commandments and observes them is the one who 
loves me”.  We cannot claim that we are followers of Jesus Christ, Christians, and then deliberately 
violate what he has taught.  We wouldn’t violate what he has taught.  We wouldn’t violate something 
as basic as do not bear false witness, do not steal, do not murder, that is obvious.  But, when it 
comes the more complicated issues of the present day we sometimes lose that sense of direction.  
God’s sense of direction is never confused or obscure.  If anyone is confused it’s us not God. 
 

As we renew these special days between Easter and Pentecost when Jesus gave his final teachings 
on earth to his apostles, so we too must reconnect ourselves to a sense of our dependence on the 
word of God to be our only guide no matter how difficult it seems at times. 
 

To be a Christian is not like going to the Chinese all you can eat buffet, choosing what you like and 
skipping over the things you don’t like.  To be a Christian is to embrace the fullness of Christ’s 
teachings, His law of love, which the Father has given us through His Son to know the eternal law of 
life .  
 

God bless you, 
 

Father Bob Bruso 

Collection Report 

5/10 Weekly Stewardship $8,173.04 (this includes many makeup envelopes and on-line donations) 
 

We are always grateful for your generous support and we hope that you will continue to financially 
give to our parish even though Masses have been suspended to the public.  

The Sympathies of the parish 
community are extended to the 

family and friends of  
Josephine B. Caissey,  
Patrick E. Girouard and  

Gloria R. Gerry  
who died recently.   

 

Please remember them and their family in your 
prayers. This is an especially difficult time for 

family and friends of the deceased as they cannot 

gather together to comfort, console and share 
loving memories. 
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Memorial Day Flagging of Veterans’ 

 Graves at St. Cecilia’s Cemetery 
 

We have been contacted by the Veterans’ office 
that we will once again honor our veterans by 
placing flags on their graves. In the past, we 
have gathered the Saturday before Memorial 
Day and flagged all the graves at once.  
  

This method will not work under the current 
pandemic.  Respecting social distancing we will 
start this flagging graves this Monday, May 18.  
The exact logistics are still being worked out.   
If you are interested in helping please check on 
Leominster, Lancaster & Sterling Veterans’  
Services on facebook for details or contact  
Director Richard Vautour by emailing him at 
rvoutour@leominster-ma.gov or call him at  
978-534-7538.  

What a Blessed Day  

it will be!   

Join us as we have 

a "Drive-Thru"  

Birthday celebration to wish Fr. Bruso a  

Happy Birthday, this Sunday, May 17 
 

Father Bob will be turning 70 this  Sunday - and 
based on the situation we're in, we know we cannot 
have the kind of gathering we would like, but we 
would like to let Fr. Bob know just how much we 
care by inviting you over for a quick "hello" as we 
drive through and pass on a message of our well 
wishes for him.   
 

On Sunday, May 17, starting at 1pm, Father will be 
outside or joining from the bay window, and saying 
"hello" to those who can come by to see him.  We'll 
be filming the event, and you'll have the chance to 
record a quick message that he will be able to watch, 
afterwards, if you'd like.  
 

We all know Fr. Bob is a huge Red Sox fan, so if 
you have any Red Sox clothing  you can wear when 
you come - please do!  Please share this message 
with all those you know who know Fr. Bob, so they 
have the ability to pass along their thanks and well 
wishes, too.  
 

Please come at 1pm, enter the Church Parking Lot 
by the Third Street entrance, and queue up to be able 
to exit onto Mechanic Street by way of the driveway 
between the Rectory and the Church, where Father 
will be waiting.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
We are transforming the Baby Bottle Drive from  
traditional bottles into a virtual event! The Baby  
Bottle drive is an important fundraiser as 100% of 
the money raised from each virtual donation will  
directly benefit both First Concern Centers. The 
spare change that is normally collected in the  
bottles adds up quickly and the donations help us 
sustain many Center initiatives. A few examples are 
as follows:  
 

The average bottle full of quarters, which is about 
$30, can purchase a box of diapers.  
 

During this pandemic our Moms have been set up 
with Earn While You Learn educational lessons 
online through a service called Bright Course. It 
takes $80 to provide one month of virtual learning to 
these clients. This service has been a lifeline for 
many. We have been able to equip them with  
emotional support, education, and earned items 
from our Baby Boutiques. 
 

It costs about $100 to set clients up with their first 
month of services which include a pregnancy test, 
classes, support, and educational materials. 
Throughout this entire pandemic, First Concern has 
remained open and servicing clients.  CareNet has 
closed, Clearway Clinic has closed, even Visitation 
House has closed.  We have remained the only  
pro-life pregnancy resource center in the diocese 
and in the county to remain open and serving  
clientele.  
 

If you are in a position to help us financially, please 
consider filling a “virtual bottle” by making an online 
donation here:  
 
https://secure.ministrysync.com/ministrysync/
event/?e=20155 
 
Donations can also be mailed to: 46 High Street, 
Clinton, MA 01510. Please be sure to indicate the 
donation is for the Baby Bottle Drive. 
  
If you prefer the traditional form a filling a Baby  
Bottle you may pick one up in the Church and return 
to the rectory. 
 
Thank you in advance for your encouragement and 
support!  
 
With you, for LIFE -- First Concern Staff & Board of  
Directors  
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Support Local 
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Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, CARING, LOVING
Volunteer With Us!

Our volunteers give their time, talent and hearts generously and unselfishly - yet 
commonly feel that they receive more than they give. Some of our volunteers have 
experienced hospice through a loved one. Others use their giving hearts to serve 
and touch a life in its final chapter. Volunteers can assist with a variety of activities 
from listening, visiting patients, providing grief support.

Veterans! Please consider our 
Vet-to-Vet Volunteer Program

Volunteer With Us!
IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING, LOVING

Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

Veterans! Please  
consider our Vet-to-Vet 

Volunteer Program!

As a hospice volunteer, you can assist with a variety 

of activities from visiting patients, playing games or 

providing grief support. 
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