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Rectory: 170 Mechanic Street  Leominster, Massachusetts 
Telephone (978) 537-6541  

Parish Website: stceciliachurch.net  /  Like St Cecilia’s Church on Facebook 
Parish Office Hours are Monday thru Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and Friday 9 am - 4 pm 

 

August 16, 2020 - Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time       

Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Masses:  4:00 P.M. 
Sunday Masses:   7:00, 9:45, and 11:15 A.M. 

Weekday Masses (Wednesday-Friday):   6:30 A.M. 
Holy Day Masses:   As Announced In Bulletin 

 
Confessions (for safety instead of the  

confessionals we will use the room adjacent  
to the bathroom in the back of the church by the  
Mechanic St. entrance, please wear face mask): 

Wednesdays, 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. 
Saturdays, 3:00 – 3:30 P.M. 

 
Rev. José A. Rodríguez 

Administrator 
 

Rev. Mateus Souza  
Associate Pastor 

 
Deacon Ronald J. Aubuchon 
Deacon Robert S. Connor, Jr. 

 

Baptisms: 
Please call the rectory in advance to 

schedule baptismal instruction. 
 

Marriages: 
Couple should contact the rectory at  

least one year in advance. A marriage 
preparation program is required.  

Mrs. Paula  Doucet 
Director of Religious Education 

 
Mr. David M. Lasky 

Organist 
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Saturday August 15                                  Vigil Masses                Mass on pg. 45 
   4:00 p.m. MaryJane Thibaudeau (1st anniv.) by her children 

Sunday August 16                 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Mass on pg. 45 
   7:00 a.m. Georgette Rainville (anniv.) by Steven Doucet 
   9:45 a.m. Bernadette Cormier by daughters, Linda & Jackie & husband, Raoul 
 11:15 a.m. Mary Pitre (45th anniv.) by Gerald McDonald & family 

Monday August 17                                   Weekday  Mass on pg. 49 
    No Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 

Tuesday August 18                                   Weekday  Mass on pg. 50 
    No Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday August 19                         St. John Eudes, Priest  Mass on pg. 51 
  6:30 a.m. Gary Lisciotti by Bob Saudelli 
  6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Confessions 

Thursday August 20          St. Bernard, Abbot & Doctor of the Church                            Mass on pg. 52 
  6:30 a.m. Michael Leclerc by his mother, Lorraine & his brother, Michael 

Friday August 21                              St. Pius X, Pope  Mass on pg. 53 
   6:30 a.m. Jeannette Brow by last will 

Saturday August 22          The Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary  Mass on pg. 55 
    No Morning Mass  

   3:00 - 3:30 p.m.  Confessions  
                                                                         Vigil Mass                                              Mass on pg. 57       
   4:00 p.m. Beverly Hildreth (anniv.) by her family 

Sunday August 23              Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time                  Mass on pg. 57 
   7:00 a.m. John Amico (1st anniv.) by his family 
   9:45 a.m. Raymond Aubuchon (17th anniv.) by his daughter, Sandra 
 11:15 a.m. In thanksgiving for 40 year anniversary 

OUR LADY, HEALTH OF THE SICK,  
PRAY FOR US   

Please pray for those who are ill, especially:  
 Paul Aubuchon, Claire Beaudoin, Howard Barnaby,  

Marie Cyr, Anselma Geronimo and Bob Taylor.   
 

If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email us at  
office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our list for a month. 



Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time             St. Cecilia Church, Leominster  MA              August 16, 2020 

3 

A Message From Fr. Mateus  
 

 This Sunday’s Gospel is an especially difficult gospel to interpret. Jesus 
moves away from the holy land and goes to the region of Tire and Sidon where a 
Canaanite woman asks him to free his daughter tormented by a demon. Jesus' 
reac on is surprising, as he seems indifferent. First Jesus doesn't answer any-
thing. Then, the disciples intercede and Jesus denies her plea by saying "I was 
sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel". The woman, however,       

prostrates herself before Jesus and persists. Jesus then reacts even more sharply. As the woman insists, 
admired for her faith, He finally frees the woman's daughter and extols her faith. 

Before the sacrifice of the cross, Jesus washes the disciples' feet, showing that those who love are 
humble. Therefore, Jesus defines his humilia ng death as a service to save us all and this illuminates the 
episode of the Canaanite woman. She also humbles herself in order to obtain her daughter's freedom. It    
is the love and trust that move the woman, making herself ny and a creature who adores the creator, 
who accepts her condi on. She trusts that God feeds his creatures, even if they are not worthy. It is this 
a tude of humilia on and smallness before God that is the key to explaining this gospel. 

God's silence humiliates us when we pass through the valley of death and through the dryness   
that makes us think that God is distant. And where do you draw the strength to persist? In God him-
self  and in Jesus on the cross who came down and washed the disciples' feet. We cannot say that God 
does not know how we suffer or what suffering is, because He came down to us, he came to the valley of 
death. On the cross Jesus endured the Father's silence! It was our original sin that created this illusion of 
distance from God. 

At the end of this passage, Jesus extols the woman's a tude and glorifies her faith, just as He               
Himself  was glorified in the resurrec on. She helps us to realize that in our humilia on we are not alone. 
When I am crucified it is Christ who is in me. 

Jesus' resurrec on was God's response to the pleas of Our Lord Jesus Christ. God some mes slows 
down his ac on, because he wants his children to show his love, because God wants to be loved by us;   
although a fragile and difficult love, He does not reject it. If everything were easy, just “pray and receive”, 
how would we show love and faithfulness to God? When He hides behind a veil of silence, it is because    
He wants us to seek Him and thereby demonstrate our love for Him. God wants us to be thirsty for Him. 
"My soul is thirsty for God," as the psalm says. May this desire become a demonstra on of love, as the   
Canaanite woman did. 

We need to learn to suffer the delays of God because we are doing so as Jesus did in wai ng for   
the resurrec on a er the cross on Easter morning. How beau ful is this delay, because only in it we can 
show our love. In order to have this capacity, Christ became a man and gave us his heart as a gi , where 
we see the faithful heart of the son who prostrates himself in worship and trusts. God gives us all the   
graces and everything necessary to love, but only we can do it. 

 

May God bless you! 

 

Fr. Mateus. 
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The Sympathies of the parish community are extended to the family 
and friends of Rita E. Richard whose Funeral Service was held recently.  

Our condolences also to parishioner Roger Mayer whose sister,  
Cecile D. Crosmun died recently. Please remember them in your prayers. 

Collection Report (includes online donations) - 8/9 Weekly Stewardship $4,328.04  Your continued support of our Parish is greatly needed and deeply appreciated. 

Imagine being quarantined for 5 months now. Last year we would 
never have thought this would ever be possible.  The tough reality 
is that some have not left the confines of their home even once  
during this time or rarely.  Some of our most vulnerable already 
suffered from depression, anxiety and loneliness prior to this.   
Image how they feel now.  Many of them don’t have internet and 
some not even cable tv.  Take a little time this week to make one 
phone call, just one to someone you know.  Wow, image if we all 
do how many lives we can effect.  They will know they are not  
forgotten.  Give us a call at the rectory if they express a need for 
assistance in some way and we will do what we can to help them, 
even if it’s just mailing them the bulletin each week.  Thank you for being God’s stewards. 

Are you willing to share your faith, time and talents with the children of our parish?   
 

During these past few months, we have lived with many unknowns and new “normals.”  One thing 
that has helped many of us as we’ve struggled with the confinements of this pandemic is our faith.  
Our knowledge that God is with us and He will help us as we continue to face the challenges placed 
before us is helping us to accept this new “normal” with grace.   Please help me to witness and 
share that type of faith with our children.  Religious Education will be starting up this fall.  In this ever
-changing scenario it may come to them in a classroom, assisting parents to share our faith with 
their children and maybe being creative and visiting with the children on zoom.   
We have a need for a 3rd grade catechist and if/when we open up the classrooms there is always a 
need for monitors. 
 

For more info please reach out to Paula at 978-537-6541 or via e-mail pd@stceciliachurch.net. 

Religious Education and what our reopening will look like needs your input.  
This past week I sent out a Flocknote titled “Your Thoughts” looking for our parent’s 
thoughts and opinions on how you would like to resume religious education this fall.  
If you have not had time to complete the survey, please do.  I would like to hear 
from all of you!  If you have a child that will be starting 1st grade please reach out to 

me and I will share the survey with you.  If you’re child attended religious education 
last year and you did not receive a Flocknote please let me know.  I may have missed 

your name or entered your contact information incorrectly into the system.  You can reach me, 
Paula, at 978-537-6541 or via email pd@stceciliachurch.net 

 
Share your 
Thoughts 
With us... 

We receive calls and emails on a weekly basis regarding our parish Bingo. Due to the 
pandemic and for the safety of all involved volunteers as well as players, we cannot 
foresee opening up our doors this year.  We will review options in January. 
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20th Sunday of Ordinary Time - Gospel Reflection 
“For the gifts and the call of God are irrevocable.” (Romans 11:29)  
God has a special mission in mind for each of us. He has given us  the 
gifts we need to accomplish that mission. We are called to be good 
stewards by using those gifts to do the work that He has planned for 
each of us. If we deny our gifts or fail to use them as God calls us to 
use them, then some part of His work will be left undone. 

To date we have raised $39,906 for Partners in Charity. However, we need the support of all 
members of St. Cecilia Parish if we are to be successful in reaching our parish goal of $50,000. If 
you have not yet made a gift or pledge text giving is hands down the easiest and most secure way to 
give.  If you know how to send a text message, you can make a gift to Partners in Charity in seconds 
on your phone.  Best yet, our parish St. Cecilia will receive credit!  Text the word donate to 84576.  
You can also make your gift by filling out a commitment pledge envelope which you can pickup on 
the table by the church entrance or visit partners-charity.net.  Thank you for your continued support! 

The Joseph P. Keating Council #99 Knights of Columbus will be holding  
a Chicken BBQ Sunday, August 23rd from Noon until 2pm at  

165 Electric Ave in Fitchburg.  Take out only.  Advance tickets sales only,  
order deadline this Tuesday, Aug. 18.  Tickets are $10 each and are  

available for purchase from a fellow parishioner and council member  
Chris Miller.  Give Chris a call at 978-537-7646 and he will arrange for  
a no contact advance ticket purchase. Menu will consist of a Quarter  
Chicken Breast, Baked Potato, Corn on the Cob and Pasta Salad.   

All proceeds will benefit the Knights Charities. 



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!
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David Pelletier: Parishioner 
165 Mechanic Street, Leominster 

www.legereins.com

LIFE CARE CENTER 
OF LEOMINSTER

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Facility

Contact Our
Admissions Department

PH 978-537-0771
FX 978-537-8421

Wright-Roy  
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE 
TO CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS!

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell 
Tax & Pension 
978-840-1040

978.368.7539
626 MAIN ST. • CLINTON MA 01510

CEMETERY LETTERING  
MARKERS  •  MONUMENTS

Regonini Zoll 
Memorials

River Terrace Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center
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5 Star Quality Care is Closer Than You Think

978-534-0006

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

Michael McLaughlin
REALTOR ®
63 Merriam Avenue 
Leominster, MA 01453
Cell: 978-407-7911 
mmclaughlin@LAERrealty.com 

The Roar That Opens More Doors

Brenda Albert
REALTOR ®
63 Merriam Avenue
Leominster, MA 01453
Cell: 978-621-3168 
BAlbert@LAERrealty.com 

www.URHomeTeam.com

Mediation Services of 
North Central MA, Inc.

A non-profit conflict resolution service agency 

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE about 

what we do and how you can help bring  

peace to the community!

978-466-9595 or 
mediationncm.org

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

When patronizing our Sponsors 
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

Volunteer With Us!
IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING, LOVING

Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

Veterans! Please  
consider our Vet-to-Vet 

Volunteer Program!

As a hospice volunteer, you can assist with a variety 
of activities from visiting patients, playing games or 
providing grief support. 

Memorial Ads 
Available 617-779-3771

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED 

BLOOD TYPE “O” POSITIVE
CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

SAVE A LIFE

Stand Out
Color Advertising 
617-779-3771


