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Rectory: 170 Mechanic Street  Leominster, Massachusetts 
Telephone (978) 537-6541  

Parish Website: stceciliachurch.net  /  Like St Cecilia’s Church on Facebook 
Parish Office Hours are Monday thru Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and Friday 9 am - 4 pm 

 

August 23, 2020 - Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time       

Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Masses:  4:00 P.M. 
Sunday Masses:   7:00, 9:45, and 11:15 A.M. 

Weekday Masses (Wednesday-Friday):   6:30 A.M. 
Holy Day Masses:   As Announced In Bulletin 

 
Confessions (for safety instead of the  

confessionals we will use the room adjacent  
to the bathroom in the back of the church by the  
Mechanic St. entrance, please wear face mask): 

Wednesdays, 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. 
Saturdays, 3:00 – 3:30 P.M. 

 
Rev. José A. Rodríguez 

Administrator 
 

Rev. Mateus Souza  
Associate Pastor 

 
Deacon Ronald J. Aubuchon 
Deacon Robert S. Connor, Jr. 

 

Baptisms: 
Please call the rectory in advance to 

schedule baptismal instruction. 
 

Marriages: 
Couple should contact the rectory at  

least one year in advance. A marriage 
preparation program is required.  

Mrs. Paula  Doucet 
Director of Religious Education 

 
Mr. David M. Lasky 

Organist 
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Saturday August 22                                  Vigil Masses                Mass on pg. 57 
   4:00 p.m. Beverly Hildreth (anniv.) by her family 

Sunday August 23              Twenty-First Sunday in Ordinary Time  Mass on pg. 57 
   7:00 a.m. John Amico (1st anniv.) by his family 
   9:45 a.m. Raymond Aubuchon (17th anniv.) by his daughter, Sandra 
 11:15 a.m. In thanksgiving for 40 year anniversary 

Monday August 24                      St. Bartholomew, Apostle  Mass on pg. 62 
    No Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 

Tuesday August 25            St. Louis; St. Joseph Calasanz, Priest  Mass on pg. 63 
    No Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday August 26                                    Weekday  Mass on pg. 64 
  6:30 a.m. Father Robert Bruso in thanksgiving for his pro-life priesthood by Jack & Linda Kinsey 
  6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Confessions 

Thursday August 27                                  St. Monica  Mass on pg. 65 
  6:30 a.m. Raymond Aubuchon (17th anniv.) by Paul 

Friday August 28        St. Augustine, Bishop & Doctor of the Church                                                 Mass on pg. 66 
   6:30 a.m. Taylor Bernard (1st anniv.) by Mémère & Pépère  

Saturday August 29              The Passion of St. John the Baptist  Mass on pg. 68 
    No Morning Mass  

   3:00 - 3:30 p.m.  Confessions  
                                                                         Vigil Mass                                              Mass on pg. 71       
   4:00 p.m. Frank Tatro (50th anniv.) & Lillian Tatro (38th anniv.) by their daughters 

Sunday August 30          Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                 Mass on pg. 71 
   7:00 a.m. Rick Baron (25th anniv.) by Mom & Dad & Michael 
   9:45 a.m. Rita Gould (20th anniv.) by Rose Gould 
 11:15 a.m. Dorothy (6th anniv.) & Daniel (20th anniv.) Hanley by their daughter, Jeanne & family 

OUR LADY, HEALTH OF THE SICK,  
PRAY FOR US   

Please pray for those who are ill, especially:  
 Paul Aubuchon, Claire Beaudoin, Howard Barnaby,  

Marie Cyr, Anselma Geronimo and Bob Taylor.   
 

If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email us at  
office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our list for a month. 
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A Message From Fr. Mateus  
 

 The liturgy of this 21st Sunday in the Ordinary Time proposes to the faithful 

a medita on on St. Peter’s profession of faith: a reading that is very present in 

the Holy Mass, especially on the feast of Saint Peter and Saint Paul. In today's 

context, however, the Church is invited to contemplate the mystery of the keys 
to the Kingdom of Heaven, which are given by Jesus to the prince of the apostles 

a er his solemn profession of faith. 

The first reading of the Mass recalls the story of Shebna, the palace administrator. Seeing that he 

does not do his job well, God decides to remove him from his post to put in his place someone more faith-

ful to the mission of looking a er the king's treasures. Eliakim then assumes the role of administrator of 

the palace and receives from God the "key to the house of David" so “when he opens, no one shall shut 

and when he shuts, no one shall open.” 

This text from the book of the prophet Isaiah, which the Church looks at as a prophecy about Christ 

himself, also illuminates the meaning of this Sunday's Gospel. As one of the Advent an phons narrates,  

Jesus is the one who opens heaven's doors to humanity, redeeming them from their sins. But the keys of 

heaven, like the keys to the palace of David, are promised to an administrator, so that he can look a er the 

king's interests. And this administrator is no one other than Saint Peter and, consequently, his successors in 

history, the popes. 

So how should the exercise of the power of the keys be? In his commentary on the Gospel of St. 

Ma hew, St. Thomas Aquinas draws a en on to the number of keys that are given to Peter. Note that the 

pon fical coat of arms itself is depicted with two keys, one silver and one gold. From this point of view, it is 

interes ng to see the Church's double duty to the faithful. 

These two keys are, first of all, the Word of God - through which men are urged to change their 

lives - and, later, the sacraments - with which Jesus renews human nature, making it part of his sacred 

Mys cal Body. In this sense, priests have a duty to exercise these two powers for the common good of 

mankind. Jesus has already opened the doors of the Kingdom of Heaven. But he le  the responsibility to 

his administrators to lead the people to cross these same doors. Priests, with the Word and the sacra-

ments, must un e the knots of sin so that people can walk freely to Heaven. 

Jesus prepared the second key on the cross, so that people, from grace to grace, from faith to faith, 

could reach the reality of Heaven. The first key, on the other hand, was used during his three years of pub-

lic life, through which St. Peter believed and welcomed the supernatural light in his heart. In the same way, 

today's priests must use the power of these keys to make faith emerge within the hearts, as a condi on for 

the effec veness of the sacraments, especially of the Confession and the Eucharist, because it is o en by 

confessing and receiving communion that Chris ans can enter in the Kingdom of Heaven. 

May God bless you! 

Fr. Mateus. 
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The Sympathies of the parish community are extended to the  
family and friends of Joseph R. Poirier and Jeannette LeBlanc  

whose Funeral Services were held recently.   
Please remember them in your prayers. 

Collection Report (includes online donations) - 8/16 Weekly Stewardship $6,607.84  Your continued support of our Parish is greatly needed and deeply appreciated. 

Religious Education and what our reopening will look like needs your input.  
Last week I sent out a Flocknote titled “Your Thoughts” looking for our parent’s 
thoughts and opinions on how you would like to resume religious education this fall.  
If you have not had time to complete the survey, please do.  I would like to hear 
from all of you!  If you have a child that will be starting 1st grade please reach out to 

me and I will share the survey with you.  If you’re child attended religious education 
last year and you did not receive a Flocknote please let me know.  I may have missed 

your name or entered your contact information incorrectly into the system.  You can reach me, 
Paula, at 978-537-6541 or via email pd@stceciliachurch.net 

 Share your 
Thoughts 
With us... 

 

2020 Partners in Charity - Needs our help now. 
   

   Our Parish Goal is $50,000 
   Thus far we have raised $41,536 
   To achieve our Goal we need $8,464 
 

Programs such as Catholic Charities, Catholic Schools, Religious Education ministries, office of  
vocations, care for our retired priests and many more in our county are in jeopardy.  As this year’s 
campaign comes to an end.  Please if you have not contributed consider doing so today.  You will 
notice there are two baskets in the front this week, one for your regular parish offerings and one for 
Partners in Charity.  If you are not able to contribute today, please consider dropping of your gift at 
the parish office on Monday. 
 

Thank you for your continued support to this very worthy cause! 

Please note, this Friday the parish office will be closed. 

Protect & Heal 
Believe in the possibility of help and  
healing.  If you have been abused or  
victimized by someone representing  
the Catholic Church, call Judith Audette  
at the Worcester Diocesan Office for  
Healing and Prevention at 508-929-4363. 
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Pope Francis challenges with question: How is your faith? 
 
“Brothers and sisters, what happened in a unique way in Saint Peter, 
also takes place in every Christian who develops a sincere faith in 
Jesus the Christ.  Today's Gospel challenges each of us:  
How is your faith? Let each of us answer in our heart. How is your 
faith? How is it? What does the Lord find in our hearts: a firm heart, 
like a rock? Or a heart like sand, that is, doubtful, mistrustful,  
unbelieving? 
 

If the Lord finds in our hearts a faith – I won’t say perfect, but sincere, genuine, then he will see in us, 
too, the living rocks on which he builds his community. For this community, the foundation stone is 
Christ, the unique cornerstone.  For his part, Peter is the rock, as the visible foundation of the unity of 
the Church; but every baptized person is called to offer to Jesus his or her own faith, poor but sincere, 
so that He can continue to build His Church, today, in every part of the world. 
 
Jesus feels a great joy in his heart, because he recognizes in Simon the hand of the father, the action of 
the Holy Spirit. He recognizes that God the father has given Simon a “dependable” faith, upon which 
he, Jesus, can build his Church, that is, his community, that is, all of us. All of us. 
 
Our relationship with Jesus builds the Church. And so to begin His Church Jesus needs to find in His 
disciples a solid faith, “dependable” faith. This is what He must confirm at this point in the journey, 
and this is why he asks the question.  God has in mind the image of building, the image of the com-
munity as an edifice  and so, when he hears Simon’s frank profession of faith, he calls him “rock,” 
and makes clear his intention of building his Church on this faith. 
 
Even in our days, many people think that Jesus is a great prophet, a teacher of wisdom, a model of 
justice, and even today, Jesus asks His disciples – that is, us, all of us – “But you, who do you say that 
I am?” A prophet? A teacher of wisdom? A model of justice? How will we answer? 
 
Let us think about it. But above all let us pray to God the Father, that He will give us the answer, and 
let us ask through the intercession of the Virgin Mary.” 

21st Sunday of Ordinary Time 
 
“Or who has given the Lord anything that he may be repaid?” (Romans 11:35) 
 
St. Paul reminds us of a central fact of stewardship. We cannot give the Lord anything - God already 
owns it all.  God made everything. All we can do is return a portion of God’s many gifts back to Him. 
Sincere gratitude for our gifts opens our hearts to joyful generosity! Through your generous sharing, 
you just may be the answer to someone’s prayer.  
 
When you come to the church for Mass or private prayer, please consider donating to St. Vincent  
de Paul Society of St. Cecilia’s Parish. With your donations we have been able to provide food, 
emergency shelter, rental assistance, gas money, heating expenses, and aid in avoiding utility shut-
off as well as several other services to individuals and families with children in our area.   
Pope Francis said “generosity enlarges the heart”.  May God abundantly bless your large, generous 
hearts for allowing us to do His work in service to others. Please be assured that you are in our 
prayers.  Saint Vincent de Paul Conference of  St. Cecilia’s Parish 
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St. Bartholomew the Apostle 
 
Feast Day: This Monday, August 24 
Patron Saint of Butchers 
 
Do you have a good friend who truly knows and loves you? 
Bartholomew, one of Jesus’ Twelve apostles, discovered 
that Jesus knew him even before they had met for the first 
time. 

 
The apostle Philip brought Bartholomew, who is also called Nathanael in the Gospels, to  
Jesus, telling him that Jesus was the person the prophets spoke about, the promised one 
of God. The moment Jesus saw Bartholomew, he praised him, saying that he could see 
that there was no dishonesty in his heart. Bartholomew immediately began to believe in 
Jesus. Jesus told Bartholomew that he would see great things because of his faith. 
 
Jesus’ words certainly came true. Bartholomew did see and hear many great things as an 
apostle of Christ. He saw Jesus heal the sick and perform other signs to show people 
God’s love. He heard Jesus talk about the Kingdom of God that was open to everyone  
who lived with love. He saw Jesus suffer and die on the cross to save all people from sin, 
and he saw the Risen Lord, who told his disciples that they, too, could live forever if they 
followed him and his teachings. 
 
After receiving the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, Bartholomew traveled to foreign lands to 
share the Good News about Jesus with others. He founded Christian communities in parts 
of India and the countries we now call Armenia and Turkey. Although he always spoke the 
truth about Jesus, some people did not believe him, and he died as a martyr. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
First Concern Pregnancy Resource Center provides pregnancy tes ng, counseling, educa on, and 
support – both spiritual and material - to families where the discovery of new life is met with any-
thing but joy.  They work to remove the barriers that would limit a new life being welcomed into 
the world.  All services are free of charge and confiden al.  They are always looking for support 
and volunteers to help in their mission, too.  Do you know someone who could help, or be helped?  
Go to www.firstconcern.org or call 978-365-9817. 

Turn your ear, O Lord, and answer me; 
save the servant who trusts in you, my God. 
Have mercy on me, O Lord, for I cry to you all the day long. 
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!

l us ttoddday att 888600 339999 11778855
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David Pelletier: Parishioner 
165 Mechanic Street, Leominster 

www.legereins.com

LIFE CARE CENTER 
OF LEOMINSTER

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Facility

Contact Our
Admissions Department

PH 978-537-0771
FX 978-537-8421

Wright-Roy  
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE 
TO CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS!

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell 
Tax & Pension 
978-840-1040

978.368.7539
626 MAIN ST. • CLINTON MA 01510

CEMETERY LETTERING  
MARKERS  •  MONUMENTS

Regonini Zoll 
Memorials

River Terrace Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center
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5 Star Quality Care is Closer Than You Think

978-534-0006

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services of 
North Central MA, Inc.

A non-profit conflict resolution service agency 

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE about 

what we do and how you can help bring  

peace to the community!

978-466-9595 or 
mediationncm.org

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

When patronizing our Sponsors 
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

Volunteer With Us!
IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING, LOVING

Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

Veterans! Please  
consider our Vet-to-Vet 

Volunteer Program!

As a hospice volunteer, you can assist with a variety 
of activities from visiting patients, playing games or 
providing grief support. 

Memorial Ads 
Available 617-779-3771

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED 

BLOOD TYPE “O” POSITIVE
CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

SAVE A LIFE

Stand Out
Color Advertising 
617-779-3771

Please Patronize our Sponsors
They make this Bulletin Possible


