
Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time           St. Cecilia Church, Leominster  MA         August 30, 2020 

  

 

 
 
 

Rectory: 170 Mechanic Street  Leominster, Massachusetts 
Telephone (978) 537-6541  

Parish Website: stceciliachurch.net  /  Like St Cecilia’s Church on Facebook 
Parish Office Hours are Monday thru Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and Friday 9 am - 4 pm 

 

August 30, 2020 - Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time       

Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Masses:  4:00 P.M. 
Sunday Masses:   7:00, 9:45, and 11:15 A.M. 

Weekday Masses (Wednesday-Friday):   6:30 A.M. 
Holy Day Masses:   As Announced In Bulletin 

 
Confessions (for safety instead of the  

confessionals we will use the room adjacent  
to the bathroom in the back of the church by the  
Mechanic St. entrance, please wear face mask): 

Wednesdays, 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. 
Saturdays, 3:00 – 3:30 P.M. 

 
Rev. José A. Rodríguez 

Administrator 
 

Rev. Mateus Souza  
Associate Pastor 

 
Deacon Ronald J. Aubuchon 
Deacon Robert S. Connor, Jr. 

 

Baptisms: 
Please call the rectory in advance to 

schedule baptismal instruction. 
 

Marriages: 
Couple should contact the rectory at  

least one year in advance. A marriage 
preparation program is required.  

Mrs. Paula  Doucet 
Director of Religious Education 

 
Mr. David M. Lasky 

Organist 
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Saturday August 29                                  Vigil Masses                Mass on pg. 71 
   4:00 p.m. Frank Tatro (50th anniv.) & Lillian Tatro (38th anniv.) by their daughters 

Sunday August 30            Twenty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time  Mass on pg. 71 
   7:00 a.m. Rick Baron (25th anniv.) by Mom & Dad & Michael 
   9:45 a.m. Rita Gould (20th anniv.) by Rose Gould 
 11:15 a.m. Dorothy (6th anniv.) & Daniel (20th anniv.) Hanley by their daughter, Jeanne & family 

Monday August 31                                     Weekday  Mass on pg. 75 
    No Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 

Tuesday September 1                                 Weekday  Mass on pg. 76 
    No Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday September 2                                 Weekday  Mass on pg. 77 
  6:30 a.m. Adrienne Murray (30th day) by Yvonne Richard 
  6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Confessions 

Thursday September 3            St. Gregory the Great, Pope & Doctor   Mass on pg. 78 
  6:30 a.m. Lorrie Charpentier by Norman & family 

Friday September 4                                 Weekday                                                  Mass on pg. 79 
   6:30 a.m. Antonio Caiazzi (9th anniv.) by his wife 

Saturday September 5                      St. Teresa of Calcutta  Mass on pg. 80 
    No Morning Mass  

   3:00 - 3:30 p.m.  Confessions  
                                                                         Vigil Mass                                              Mass on pg. 81       
   4:00 p.m. Leon Gallagher (15th anniv.) by his wife, Jeanne & children 

Sunday September 6           Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                Mass on pg. 81 
   7:00 a.m. Lien (Theresa) Le (anniv.) by her husband 
   9:45 a.m. Deceased members of the Comeau family by Gail & Ron LeBlanc 
 11:15 a.m. Roland & Victorine Aubuchon & sons (anniv.) by the family 

OUR LADY, HEALTH OF THE SICK,  
PRAY FOR US   

Please pray for those who are ill, especially:  
 Claire Beaudoin, Howard Barnaby, Marie Cyr,  

Anselma Geronimo and Bob Taylor.   
 

If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email us at  
office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our list for a month. 
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A Message From Fr. Mateus  
 

     Last Sunday, Our Lord congratulated Saint Peter on his profession of faith: 
"Happy are you, Simon, son of Jonah, because it was not flesh and blood that 
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven". In this Sunday's Gospel, 
inspired no longer from above, but by his own prudence, Saint Peter reacts to 
the announcement of passion with disgust: “God forbid, Lord! No such thing 
shall ever happen to you.” 
Commenting on this passage from the Gospel, St. John Chrysostom explains  
the attitude of the apostle Peter: “considering Christ with his human and earthly 

prudence, he thought it was infamous and unworthy of the Son of God to go through suffering. That is 
why the Lord says that he does not think as God does, but as men do”. 

In fact, rebuking St. Peter, Jesus says harshly: “Get behind me, Satan! You are an obstacle to me.  
You are thinking not as God does, but as men do." ” The apostle, enlightened by grace, confessed his 

faith; but, taken by human prudence, he acted as an enemy of God. Saint Jerome comments that whoever, 
looking at his own will, does not want “the grain of wheat to fall on the earth and die”, contrary to God's 
will, deserves the name of His enemy. And, “because the word Satan means adversary or enemy, it is not 
believed, however, that Peter was condemned in the same way as Satan”: it is not that Peter was 
“possessed”; thinking “the things of men”, however, he was opposed to “the things of God”. 

Saint Paul, echoing the rebuke of Our Lord, writes in his First Letter to the Corinthians:  “The man 
without the Spirit does not accept what belongs to the Spirit of God, because that seems crazy to him. He 
is not able to understand it, because it can only be discerned by the Spirit. On the contrary, the spiritual 
man judges everything, but he himself is not judged by anyone. For who knew the thought of the Lord, in 
order to be able to give him advice? We, however, have the thought of Christ. " 

 The Apostle draws a parallel between the physical man and the spiritual man. The first one acts based 
on his human caution; the latter, based on the supernatural virtue of prudence, which consists, according 
to the teaching of the Holy Fathers and scholastics, in choosing the appropriate means to reach a certain 
end. Our Lord indicates that, in order to achieve salvation, it is necessary to dispense with human care and 
take the path of the Cross: “If anyone wants to follow me, renounce himself, take up his cross and follow 
me. For whoever wants to save his life will lose it; and whoever loses his life because of me, will find it ”. 

With this, Christ teaches that, in the search for eternal goods, it is necessary to use the means indicated 
by God, instead of those that we think are the most appropriate. Now, everyone wants to be happy, but 
not all people seek happiness by the right means: many, in fact, think that they will be happy if they are 
healthy or very successful. The apostles are also assailed by this temptation, to seek glory in this world, as 
if the Kingdom promised by Jesus was simply earthly: on the way to Jerusalem, for example, James and 
John ask the Lord to grant them a place , in His glory, one on his right and one on his left. 

Jesus' teaching is very clear. To reach glory, it is necessary to first drink the cup that He drinks, that is, 
the cup of suffering and death, knowing that, behind each cross, there is a hidden resurrection. 

This year, for example, things have certainly not gone the way we had planned. God, in his provi-
dence, has placed our hearts under trial, allowing us to carry countless crosses. How will we react to 
them? We can look at them from a purely natural understanding, seeing natural purposes and seeking to 
use natural means; but we can also, enlightened by grace, live this life with our eyes turned to Heaven, 
aware that we have come to this world to glorify and love God and this is the ultimate end of our exist-
ence. “Only one thing is needed”: in fact, we are not here to carry out our whims or our plans, but only to 
carry out God's will. 

Let us get out of our meanness, let us leave our worldly gaze and take the definitive step towards 
the spiritual man, courageously carrying our Cross and having the direction in which we are heading  
firmly fixed: eternal life 

May God bless you! 
Fr. Mateus. 
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The Sympathies of the parish community are extended to the  
family and friends of  

Steven P. Fontaine, Kendall D. Robinson and Douglas S. Smith  
whose Funeral Services were held recently.   

Please remember them in your prayers. 

Collection Report (includes online donations) - 8/23 Weekly Stewardship $5,131.04  Your continued support of our Parish is greatly needed and deeply appreciated. 
Protect & Heal 

Believe in the possibility of help and  
healing.  If you have been abused or  
victimized by someone representing  
the Catholic Church, call Judith Audette  
at the Worcester Diocesan Office for  
Healing and Prevention at 508-929-4363. 

We have been providing two Mass books, the Celebra ng the Eucharist Missale e as well as the 
Word Among Us.  We will con nue providing the Missale es. 
If you enjoy the Word Among Us, you can start your own subscrip on using the card in the book or 
online at wau.org/new4.  

Such a tremendous response to last week’s 
plea to support Partners in Charity.  
St. Cecilia’s Parish raised a total of  
$47,177 (that’s 95% of our goal)  

for this year’s appeal.   
You’ve helped make a difference in  

so many peoples lives! 

  Next Weekend after all Masses  
  we will have a special blessing  
  for all teachers and students for  
  the New School Year. 

Containers of Holy Water will be available for you to take home starting next weekend in the vestibule of the church. 
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Thank you for your service! 
 

From being an altar server for 9 years , to becoming 
"Joseph" in our Chrismas pageants, and a wiseman  
other years,  Brennan Mulvaney certainly fullfilled his 
commitment to St. Cecilia's parish up until the day he 
graduated from High School.  From there he went on to 
Norwich Academy for 4 years where he graduated  2nd 
lieutenant  in May of this year. 
 

On August 3rd, his new journey began as  he left for 
Fort Benning , Ga, while studying to be an Armored 
vehicle mechanic and we ask that you add Brennan to 
your prayer list so that his journey will be a safe one.  
 

Congratulations, Brennan on your recent graduation, 
we wish you well on this next step, and  we wish to 
thank you for your continued service.   
 

God Speed, Lt. Mulvaney! 

Discerning A Vocation? 
 

Interested In The Diocesan Priesthood As A Vocation?   
For more inquiries and applications please contact  

Father Donato Infante, III  
Holy Name of Jesus House of Studies  

51 Illinois St.,  
Worcester MA 01610   

508-630-4473.  
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22nd Sunday of Ordinary Time 
“What profit would there be for one to gain the whole world and forfeit his life?” (Matthew 16:26)  
St. Francis of Assisi once said, “Remember, you are what you are in the eyes of God, and nothing else.” We 
often forget this stewardship wisdom when we spend all of our time, talent, and treasure to gain more of the 
world’s riches. We need to set our priorities based on God’s values and not the values of the material world.  

Pope Francis has established September 1st as the World Day of Prayer for the Care of  
Creation, encouraging the community around the world to pray for our common home. 
The day is inspired by Pope Francis' landmark encyclical Laudato Si’, which calls on "every person 
living on this planet" to care for our shared Earth. 
He calls us all to celebrate this opportune moment to “reaffirm [our] personal vocation to be stewards 
of creation, to thank God for the wonderful handiwork which he has entrusted to our care, and to im-
plore his help for the protection of creation, as well as his pardon for the sins committed against the 
world in which we live.” 
Season of Creation 
This World Day of Prayer also falls at the beginning of the Season of Creation, which runs until     
October 4th, the feast of St Francis of Assisi. This is an ecumenical season dedicated to prayer for       
the protection of creation and the promotion of sustainable lifestyles.  

Prayer for our world 
Creator God, who made our beautiful world, 
appointed us as its guardians 
and gifted us with everything we need, 
forgive us 
for the times we cause it harm; 
for the times our way of life 
affects our neighbours. 
Inspire us 
to care for the environment; 
to help rebuild lives and communities; 
to share in the griefs and anxieties, 
joys and hopes of all your people, 
so that all your creation may flourish. 
Amen.  
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!
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David Pelletier: Parishioner 
165 Mechanic Street, Leominster 

www.legereins.com

LIFE CARE CENTER 
OF LEOMINSTER

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Facility

Contact Our
Admissions Department

PH 978-537-0771
FX 978-537-8421

Wright-Roy  
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE 
TO CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS!

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell 
Tax & Pension 
978-840-1040

978.368.7539
626 MAIN ST. • CLINTON MA 01510

CEMETERY LETTERING  
MARKERS  •  MONUMENTS

Regonini Zoll 
Memorials

River Terrace Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center
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5 Star Quality Care is Closer Than You Think

978-534-0006

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services of 
North Central MA, Inc.

A non-profit conflict resolution service agency 

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE about 

what we do and how you can help bring  

peace to the community!

978-466-9595 or 
mediationncm.org

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

When patronizing our Sponsors 
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

Volunteer With Us!
IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING, LOVING

Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

Veterans! Please  
consider our Vet-to-Vet 

Volunteer Program!

As a hospice volunteer, you can assist with a variety 
of activities from visiting patients, playing games or 
providing grief support. 

Memorial Ads 
Available 617-779-3771

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED 

BLOOD TYPE “O” POSITIVE
CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

SAVE A LIFE

Stand Out
Color Advertising 
617-779-3771

Please Patronize our Sponsors
They make this Bulletin Possible


