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Rectory: 170 Mechanic Street  Leominster, Massachusetts 
Telephone (978) 537-6541  

Parish Website: stceciliachurch.net  /  Like St Cecilia’s Church on Facebook 
Parish Office Hours are Monday thru Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and Friday 9 am - 4 pm 

 

October 25, 2020 - Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time       

Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Masses:  4:00 P.M. 
Sunday Masses:   7:00, 9:45, and 11:15 A.M. 

Weekday Masses (Wednesday-Friday):   6:30 A.M. 
Holy Day Masses:   As Announced In Bulletin 

 
Confessions (for safety instead of the  

confessionals we will use the room adjacent  
to the bathroom in the back of the church by the  
Mechanic St. entrance, please wear face mask): 

Wednesdays, 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. 
Saturdays, 3:00 – 3:30 P.M. 

 
Rev. José A. Rodríguez 

Administrator 
 

Rev. Mateus Souza  
Associate Pastor 

 
Deacon Ronald J. Aubuchon 
Deacon Robert S. Connor, Jr. 

 

Baptisms: 
Please call the rectory in advance to 

schedule baptismal instruction. 
 

Marriages: 
Couple should contact the rectory at  

least one year in advance. A marriage 
preparation program is required.  

Mrs. Paula  Doucet 
Director of Religious Education 

 
Mr. David M. Lasky 

Organist 
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Saturday October 24                                  Vigil Mass                Mass on pg. 169 
   4:00 p.m. Georgina Daigle (17th anniv.) by the Daigle family 

Sunday October 25                Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time  Mass on pg. 169 
   7:00 a.m. Parishioners of St. Cecilia Parish 
   9:45 a.m. Joshuah Vautour (1st anniv.) by Carol, Clement & Jesse 
 11:15 a.m. Patrick Ledden (17th anniv.) by his son, Patrick & Cheryl 

Monday October 26                                   Weekday   Mass on pg. 173 
    No Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 

Tuesday October 27                                   Weekday          Mass on pg. 174 
 No Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday October 28                  St. Simon & St. Jude, Apostles  Mass on pg. 175 
  6:30 a.m. Emile Maillet (2nd anniv.) by his wife & family 
  6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Confessions 

Thursday October 29                                   Weekday  Mass on pg. 176 
  6:30 a.m. Alphonse & Doris Diconza by their family 

Friday October 30                                   Weekday                                              Mass on pg. 177 
   6:30 a.m. Yvonne Belanger (3rd anniv.) by her children 

Saturday October 31                                   Weekday  Mass on pg. 178 
    No Morning Mass  

   3:00 - 3:30 p.m.  Confessions  
                                                                           Vigil Mass                                            Mass on pg. 179       
   4:00 p.m. Rose Tata (anniv.) by her family 

Sunday November 1                                 All Saints                                             Mass on pg. 179 
   7:00 a.m. Edwardo Pedroza (9th anniv.) by the family 
   9:45 a.m. Joan Fontaine (4th anniv.) by Ethel Smith 
 11:15 a.m. Adelard Allain (15th anniv.) by his wife, children & grandchildren 

OOur Lady, Health of the 
Sick, Pray For Us   

 

Please pray for those who are 
ill, especially:    

Paul Aubuchon, John Gallant,  
Mary Lasky, Patty McKinnon and Riley Watts.    

If you know someone who needs prayers, call 
the rectory or email us at  

office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add 
them to our list for a month. 

Candle Lighting Memorial Mass 
 

In memory of those who have died 
between Oct. 1st, 2019 - Sept. 30th,  
2020, candles will be lit at the 5:30 

evening Mass on All Souls Day, 
Monday, Nov. 2nd.   

 

If someone in your family has died during that 
time, call the rectory so we can include their 
name on the list to be read and prayed for  
during Mass and a candle will be lit for them. 
All names must be submitted by this Friday. 
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A Message From Fr. Mateus  
 

 This Sunday's Gospel deals with the first and most important command-
ment of the Law of God, namely, the commandment of love. In the midst of a 
controversial climate, the Pharisees decide, once again, to put Jesus to the test 
and, thus, discredit Him before the people. They ask: “What is the greatest of  
all the commandments?” Jesus' answer reveals the deeper meaning of his 
preaching and what, in fact, means to be a faithful person: anyone who says he 
fears God must, of course, love Him with all his heart. 
 Most people agree with the commandment that we must love God. It is 

almost absurd to imagine someone who believes in God and at the same me hates him. And although this 
love must be "above all things", as the commandment requires, it is s ll a reasonably acceptable and per-
fectly logical standard for mankind. In a fair hierarchy, it is thought, one must first love God, then family, 
then friends, possessions and so on. Sin would exist if this order were reversed and God ended up occupy-
ing the last place in people's lives. However, without this disorder, there would be no problem. 
 However, Jesus deepened the meaning of this commandment by emphasizing the reality that love 
for God must be total, that is, “with all your heart”. It is understood, therefore, that mankind cannot share 
their hearts with anything other than God. 
 How, then, can a Chris an love God and other things? 
 To resolve this apparent dilemma, let us use the wisdom of the saint who, more than anyone, knew 
how to generously give God their due love. Saint Thomas Aquinas teaches that to love God above all things 
is to love God as the ul mate end of all things. The husband who loves his wife, for example, must love her 
because of God. Otherwise, this husband will look at his wife as an object, disregarding what she is most 
precious, which is divine filia on. The same goes for the other temporal reali es. The person who loves 
himself because God created him in his image and likeness does not sin out of vanity or self-love. On the 
other hand, he who despises himself because he does not have certain quali es that he would like to have 
not only suffers from low self-esteem but also dares to ques on God's plans. 
 It is possible, however, that this teaching is surprising to some because it seems too radical and  
extreme. In this sense, we must make it clear that there are no limits to the first commandment, because, 
just as a doctor wants to completely heal his pa ent, so the love for God, which is the cure for all our ill-
nesses, must be absolute. The purpose of human life is to be radically united with God. 
 Furthermore, the search for the virtue of charity is an undeniable condi on for growth in holiness. 
Whoever seeks this virtue, grows in love, even though during the walk there are mishaps and some falls. 
He who is not willing to love, however, ends up regressing in his spirituality, because, in spiritual life, "who 
does not grow, regresses". 

To sum up, to love God above all things and with all our heart is to love without measure, having 
God as the ul mate purpose of our whole life. The man who desires to love like this must first hear the 
Word and meditate diligently on the benefits of Our Lord, so that, tested in pa ence and detachment from 
ephemeral things, he will spread the fire of charity throughout the world. With this great lesson from St. 
Thomas, let us learn to live the generous love that God expects of us, because charity is the essen al mark 
of Chris ans. 

 
 

                God bless you all! 
 

         Fr. Mateus 

 

Collection Report - Last Week ’s Stewardship $7,135.88 (includes online donations) 
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Christmas in Acadia Fair News   

At this time of year we are normally gearing up for our Christmas in Acadia Fair.  As usual, the phones 
began ringing in August for the dates this year. Our annual Fair is a highlight in the Fall calendar for 
thousands of people within the sound of St. Cecilia’s church bells and many more miles away from 
French Hill.  However, this is not as normal, sadly this year we cannot have our very popular Christmas 
in Acadia Fair under current guidelines.   
Our Annual Christmas in Acadia Fair usually generates approximately $40,000 to help support our  
parish.  This year we are doing things a bit differently.  First, as you all know, we had the Flea Market, 
which was extremely successful this month.  We are now planning for activities in November,  
December and January.  At this time, it may seem early but we are currently working on a Winter  
Calendar to help raise much-needed funds.  We will be doing a calendar raffle for the month of  
January 2021. Each day of the month, we will pick a name to win the specified prize for that day.  We 
are asking for your help as a sponsor. In the past many parishioners have donated gift cards, baskets, 
new items, money to our Fair which is part of the reason this major parish event is so successful each 
year.  Your help keeps our expenses down.  We are not asking for any specific amount, we would be 
grateful for any size gift card or money donation.   
If you are able to donate, please place your gift in an envelope marked Winter Calendar.  Donations 
can be placed in the collection basket, dropped off at the rectory or mailed in.   All donors will be listed 
as sponsors on the calendar, so be sure to include your name.  All donations must be received by  
November 10 to ensure that your name and gift is included.  
 

Thank you for your help and consideration, 
Christmas in Acadia Fair Steering Committee 

Children receiving Religious Education in a Classroom Environment: 
Sunday Nov. 1st: Grades 1-6 Classes continue from 9:45-11:00 AM.  Doors open 5 
minutes before classes start.  Children enter & leave from the same entrance this 
year.       
Monday, Oct. 26th: Teenagers in Grades 7-10 Classes continue from 7:00 - 8:15PM.  
Doors open 5 minutes before classes start. 
Please remember if you are running late or need to pick up your child early 
that the doors are locked 15 minutes after classes start.  Please call the  
Religious Ed. Office at 978-537-5596 to ask the monitor to open the door. 
 
For families working on their faith formation through Homeschooling, please mark your  
calendars that Nov. 8th and Nov. 9th you will return your completed lessons to your child’s catechist and 
receive a new packet of lessons. 
If Covid has taught us anything it is to expect the unexpected and that things are constantly changing 
and evolving.  Please know that anytime during this school year you are free to re-assess your decision 
to either attend the classroom or homeschool and make a change.  This year is a year of flexibility!   Be 
safe- Paula  

First Concern Virtual Banquet 
Choose to Thrive  

 
Take some time this week to watch this truly  

inspiring, heartwarming and encouraging video 
 

https://www.webcastsuccess.com/firstconcern-event 
 

Hear from our own Deacon Bob as well as other 
great guests.  You’ll be glad you did! 
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The Luminous Mysteries (Thursday) 
 

Baptism of Jesus 
And when Jesus was baptized, … 
the heavens were opened and He 
saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove, and alighting on 
Him, and lo, a voice from heav-
en, saying "this is My beloved 
Son," with whom I am well 
pleased." (Matthew 3:16-17) 
Fruit of the Mystery: 
Openness to the Holy Spirit 

 
Wedding at Cana 
His mother said to the servants, 
"Do whatever He tells you." ... 
Jesus said to them, "Fill the jars 
with water." And they filled them 
up to the brim. (John 2:5-7) 
Fruit of the Mystery: 
To Jesus through Mary 

 
Proclaiming the Kingdom 
"And preach as you go, saying, 
'The kingdom of heaven is at 
hand.' Heal the sick, raise the 
dead, cleanse lepers, cast out  
demons. You received without 
pay, give without pay."  
(Matthew 10:7-8) 
Fruit of the Mystery: 
Repentance and Trust in God 

 
Transfiguration 
And as He was praying, the  
appearance of His countenance 
was altered and His raiment  
become dazzling white. And a 
voice came out of the cloud say-
ing, "This is My Son, My chosen; 
listen to Him!" (Luke 9:29, 35) 
Fruit of the Mystery: 
Desire for Holiness 

 
Institution of the Eucharist 
And He took bread, and when He 
had given thanks He broke it and 
gave it to them, saying, "This is 
My body which is given for 
you." ... And likewise the cup  
after supper, saying, "This cup 
which is poured out for you is the 
new covenant in My blood."  
(Luke 22:19-20) 
Fruit of the Mystery: Adoration 

 

Maysoon khair will be at here next weekend,  
representing school of Joy for slow learner 
children and over a hundred Christian families 
who make their livelihood through the selling 
of their hand carved olive wood religious  
articles. 
 

Due to the bad situation in the Holy Land and 
the interruption of the tourist trade that is  
happening with our Christian families in  
Bethlehem, they must seek alternative ways to 
earn a living. 
 

After all masses there will be a display of these 
beautiful hand carved items; such as nativity 
scenes, crucifix, rosaries, last supper and many 
other beautiful religious statues. 
 

Please stop by and look over the carvings that 
are available and help support this self-help 
project to keep the Children and the Christians 
living in the Holy Land. 
 

Thanks you and God Bless you 
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!
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David Pelletier: Parishioner 
165 Mechanic Street, Leominster 

www.legereins.com

LIFE CARE CENTER 
OF LEOMINSTER

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Facility

Contact Our
Admissions Department

PH 978-537-0771
FX 978-537-8421

Wright-Roy  
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE 
TO CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS!

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell 
Tax & Pension 
978-840-1040

978.368.7539
626 MAIN ST. • CLINTON MA 01510

CEMETERY LETTERING  
MARKERS  •  MONUMENTS

Regonini Zoll 
Memorials

River Terrace Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center
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5 Star Quality Care is Closer Than You Think

978-534-0006

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services of 
North Central MA, Inc.

A non-profit conflict resolution service agency 

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE about 

what we do and how you can help bring  

peace to the community!

978-466-9595 or 
mediationncm.org

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

When patronizing our Sponsors 
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

Volunteer With Us!
IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING, LOVING

Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

Veterans! Please  
consider our Vet-to-Vet 

Volunteer Program!

As a hospice volunteer, you can assist with a variety 
of activities from visiting patients, playing games or 
providing grief support. 

Memorial Ads 
Available 617-779-3771

Sell Ads for this Bulletin and more.

ADVERTISING SALES
PART TIME. WORK FROM HOME.

Contact us or send your resume to 
hr@thepilot.com

Please Patronize our Sponsors
They make this Bulletin Possible


