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Director of Religious Education 

 
Mr. David M. Lasky 

Organist 

 

Baptisms: 
Please call the rectory in advance to 

schedule baptismal instruction. 
 

Marriages: 
Couple should contact the rectory at  

least one year in advance. A marriage 
preparation program is required.  

November 15, 2020 - Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time     

Rectory: 170 Mechanic Street  Leominster, Massachusetts 
Telephone (978) 537-6541  

Parish Website: stceciliachurch.net  /  Like St Cecilia’s Church on Facebook 
Parish Office Hours are Monday thru Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and Friday 9 am - 4 pm 

 
Rev. José A. Rodríguez 

Administrator 
 

Rev. Mateus Souza  
Associate Pastor 

 
Deacon Ronald J. Aubuchon 
Deacon Robert S. Connor, Jr. 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  4:00 P.M. 
Sunday Masses:   7:00, 9:45, and 11:15 A.M. 

Weekday Mass (Wednesday-Friday):   6:30 A.M. 
Holy Day Masses:   As Announced In Bulletin 

 
Confessions (for safety instead of the  

confessionals we will use the room adjacent  
to the bathroom in the back of the church by the  
Mechanic St. entrance, please wear face mask): 

Wednesdays, 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. 
Saturdays, 3:00 – 3:30 P.M. 
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Saturday November 14                               Vigil Mass                Mass on pg. 215 
   4:00 p.m. Rickie Daigle (39th anniv.) by the Daigle family 
 David Lamkin by his wife, Susan 
Sunday November 15           Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time  Mass on pg. 215 
   7:00 a.m. Sylvia LeBlanc (35th anniv.) by her husband & family 
   9:45 a.m. Lester & Alice Lamothe (anniv.) by their daughter 
 11:15 a.m. Lucie Bachand Russell (22nd anniv.) by her sisters 
Monday November 16                         St. Gertrude, Virgin  Mass on pg. 221 
    No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 
   7:00 p.m. Novena in Honor of St. Cecilia 
Tuesday November 17             St. Elizabeth of Hungary, Religious          Mass on pg. 222 
 No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 
   7:00 p.m. Novena in Honor of St. Cecilia 
Wednesday November 18   Dedication of the Basilicas of St. Peter & St. Paul  Mass on pg. 224 
  6:30 a.m. Phyllis E. DiPrima by Anne-Marie & Jean-Noel Bernard & family 
  6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Confessions 
  7:00 p.m.     Novena in Honor of St. Cecilia 
Thursday November 19                                Weekday  Mass on pg. 225 
  6:30 a.m. Geraldine Aubuchon by Paul 
  7:00 p.m. Novena in Honor of St. Cecilia 
Friday November 20                                Weekday                                              Mass on pg. 225 
   6:30 a.m. Jeannette & Theodore Cormier by Richard & Carol Cormier 
   7:00 p.m. Novena in Honor of St. Cecilia 
Saturday November 21      The Presentation of the Blessed Virgin Mary  Mass on pg. 226 
    No Morning Mass  

   3:00 - 3:30 p.m.  Confessions  
                                                                         Vigil Masses                                          Mass on pg. 228       
   4:00 p.m. Claire LeBlanc (anniv.) by her husband & family 
   6:30 p.m. Novena in Honor of St. Cecilia 
Sunday November 22      Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe           Mass on pg. 228 
   7:00 a.m. Deceased members of the Aubuchon family by the family 
   9:45 a.m. Lorette E. McDonald (17th anniv.) by her husband, Gerald & family 
 11:15 a.m. Raymond & Agatina Turbide (anniv.) by the family 

OOur Lady, Health of the Sick, Pray For Us  -  Please pray for those who are ill, 
especially: Paul Aubuchon, Cello Ciccone, John Gallant, Gladys Hawkins and  

Patty McKinnon.   If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email us 
at office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our list for a month. 

Mass Intentions 
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A Message From Fr. Mateus  
   

 

 My dear brothers and sisters, today we begin with great joy our first and hopefully 
annual Novena in honor of our patroness St. Cecilia. The Novena is one of the most beau-

ful ways to plead, honor and thank a saint. St. Cecilia has interceded for our Parish for 
the past 120 years, so she definitely deserves a feast and a celebra on just for her! 
 And why a Novena? Succinctly, a novena is a nine day period of private or public 
prayer to obtain special graces, to implore special favors, or make special pe ons.   
(Novena is derived from the La n novem, meaning nine.)  As the defini on suggests, the 

novena has always had more of a sense of urgency and neediness. In our liturgical usage, the novena has a more 
fes ve character, and precedes or follows an important feast. Praying once is good, but if we commit to pray for 
nine days for a specific inten on is even be er! Even if you have never done it, Novenas s ll hold a legi mate 
place in our Catholic spirituality.  The Enchiridion of Indulgences notes, “A par al indulgence is granted to the 
faithful, who devoutly take part in the pious exercise of a public novena” (#34).  Here the Church is again empha-
sizing that the novena is a pious, spiritual exercise to bolster the faith of the individual, and that the individual 
should be truly devout, always remembering the goodness of the Lord who answers all of our prayers according to 
His divine will. 

What’s the importance of a Patroness? First we have to understand that a patron saint or a patron-
ess saint  is a saint who in Roman Catholicism is regarded as the heavenly advocate of a na on, place, church, 
cra , ac vity, class, clan, family, or person. 

We have patron saints for our churches because our patron saint will act as an example for us to show us 
how to live as a follower of Christ, show virtue in difficult circumstances, and grow in our rela onship with God. 
The first step to being declared a saint is for the Church to examine someone’s life to see if they lived with heroic 
virtue. The Church will examine their life, any records that they le  behind, and interview people s ll living who 
knew them. If they pass this step they are proclaimed venerable, like Venerable Mother Henrie e Delille. When 
the Church canonized someone as a saint it doesn’t mean that they were perfect or that they never sinned, but it 
does mean that they make a good example for Chris ans today. That’s why it’s important to actually learn about 
the lives of the saints, especially our patron saint. Learn about their life and read any wri ngs they le ; you may 
learn something that will help you in your own life. 

St. Cecilia is one of the most venerated martyrs in the Church of Rome, whose name was even included in 
the Roman Canon alongside important figures in the history of salva on, such as St. John the Bap st, the proto-
martyr Saint Stephen and the holy Apostles Ma hias and Barnabas. Converted to the faith at the beginning of the 
3rd century, probably during the pon ficate of Urban I (222-230), and daughter of noble parents, Cecilia made a 
vow of chas ty at an early age, devo ng herself en rely to God. Despite being promised to marriage, as was the 
custom then, her husband, Valerian, was amazed at the example of virtue and purity of the young wife, who, pre-
serving herself intact, managed to lead him to faith in Christ. Once bap zed, Valerian also consecrated his own 
virginity to God and, with persevering prayer, he obtained the conversion of his brother-in-law, Tiburcius, from the 
Father of mercies, who illumines the most obs nate hearts. Because of the violent persecu ons that the Empire 
was moving against Chris ans, Cecilia, Valerian and Tiburcius fell into the hands of the Roman authori es: they 
were beheaded, while Cecilia, condemned to death by suffoca on, miraculously survived. So the execu oners   
decided to cut off her head. They hit her three mes in the neck, Cecilia, by the grace of God, remained alive for 
three days, singing hymns and songs of praise, un l she expired sweetly, united with the one to whom she had 
consecrated her body and soul. - May God grant us, therefore, to imitate the example of life and fidelity of Saint 
Cecilia, who deserved to be presented to the King of Kings, with great joy, in the procession of virgins and in the 
midst of the glorious army of martyrs. 

I hope you and your family can join us for the nine days of the Novena. God bless you!  
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Once again it’s time to start thinking about spreading some Christmas cheer! 
The St. Cecilia Conference of the St. Vincent de Paul Society will be hosting  
a Christmas Giving Tree and we are looking for names of parish families or 
individuals who may be in need of a few gifts to make this Christmas a little 
merrier. Registration begins on Monday, November 2nd and ends on Friday, 
Nov. 20th. Please call 978-549-5135 to register or for more details. 

Collection Report:  Last Week’s Stewardship $6,788.04 

Dear parishioners, recently I was approached by a parishioner who asked me a very interesting ques-
tion: Father, do we have a painting of the Divine Mercy in the Church? My answer, as you probably may 
know already, was no! Unfortunately we do not have a painting or a picture of the Divine Mercy in our 
Church. For my surprise, this person who chose to remain anonymous wants to present the Parish with a paint-
ing of the Divine Mercy. As you can imagine I was incredibly humbled and honored with the gift. The donor’s 
wish was for us to have not a “Home Goods” printed version of the Divine Mercy, but something of great   
value and quality. I totally agreed with this person so I accepted the task of finding the perfect painting. We 
wanted to make sure that the painting was not only of good quality, but also appropriate to the grandeur of our 
church as well.  

After a few days of research I found a movement called the Divine Mercy Summit. The Divine Mercy 
Summit is a movement that promotes a radical Trust in Jesus and devotion to His Unfathomable Mercy. A 
movement that promotes mercy as the appropriate response to offenses. A movement that intentionally conse-
crates our families, our cities, and our countries to Divine Mercy. This movement is responsible for the official 
replicas of the original painting that was requested by St. Faustina herself to the 
painter Eugene Kazimierowski in 1934. This painting is a life-size picture of 
the Merciful Jesus in the way he appeared to St. Faustina. 

I cannot tell you how much our Parish community will benefit from this 
amazing gift. I know that for generations to come, many graces will be obtained 
by those who venerate it and pray with it. 

I’m writing this note however, to have your feedback. I know that In-
stalling something permanently in the Church is a very serious decision and we 
want to know your thoughts about it. Our first plan is to install it on the wall 
behind the statue of St. Cecilia. It already has the perfect light and perfect loca-
tion for the faithful’s veneration.  

Please see me after Mass to ask me any questions or to share your 
thoughts about this endeavor. Hopefully we will be able to do the installation 
and presentation of our Divine Mercy painting before Christmas.  

 

JESUS I TRUST IN YOU! Fr. Mateus 

Children receiving Religious Education in a Classroom Environment: 
 

Monday, Nov. 16th: Grades 7-10 Earlier start and release time this week!   
 

Drop off 6:50PM  Pick up 8:00PM 
 

Next week we start meeting on Sunday mornings. (9:45-11:00AM) 
 

We will attend the Novena Mass this week. Drop off and pick up in the Parish Center parking 
lot.   
 

Sunday Nov. 22nd: All classroom learners Grades 1-10 Classes are from 9:45-11:00 AM.  
Doors open 5 minutes before classes start.  
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DDecember Râpée Alert 
Pre-Orders Only, Orders Must be received by  

Monday, November 23 and payment must be submitted 
with order form. Limited quantity available. 

 
Râpée will be made on Friday, December 4 and Saturday, December 5.   

 
Please Specify Quantity 

 

 Number of Râpée______    at $5 each, total amount enclosed $ __________ 
 

Preference for pickup time 
 Friday, 12/4   11:30 am __   12:00 pm ___  5:00 pm __ 5:30 pm __ 
 Saturday, 12/5  11:30 am __   12:00 pm ___  5:00 pm __ 5:30 pm __ 

(you will receive a call confirming your order and pickup time) 
 

KEEP ABOVE FOR YOUR RECORDS - SUBMIT BOTTOM ORDER FORM 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Râpée Order Form to be Submitted by Monday, November 23 

 

Name_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________ Phone________________________ 
 

Please Specify Quantity 
 

 Number of Râpée______    at $5 each, total amount enclosed $ __________ 
 

Preference for pickup time 
 Friday, 12/4   11:30 am __   12:00 pm ___  5:00 pm __ 5:30 pm __ 
 Saturday, 12/5  11:30 am __   12:00 pm ___  5:00 pm __ 5:30 pm __ 
 

 

Order form must include payment for order to be processed. Checks payable to St. Cecilia’s. 
Orders can be dropped off or mailed to the rectory or placed in the collection basket in an envelope 
clearly marked “Râpée Order Enclosed”.  Additional order forms can be downloaded from our parish 
website stceciliachurch.net 

Assistance Needed - We are in need of helpers to eye potatoes, make and distribute râpée, 
then clean up during and afterwards. If you can help, please call the rectory or fill out this form and 
place it in the collection basket or drop it off at the rectory.  All safety precautions will be taken. 
 
Yes, I can help out with the Râpée please call me to schedule time 
 
Name: ______________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: _____________________________________ 
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For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008

David Pelletier: Parishioner 
165 Mechanic Street, Leominster 

www.legereins.com

LIFE CARE CENTER 
OF LEOMINSTER

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Facility

Contact Our
Admissions Department

PH 978-537-0771
FX 978-537-8421

Wright-Roy  
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE 
TO CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS!

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell 
Tax & Pension 
978-840-1040

978.368.7539
626 MAIN ST. • CLINTON MA 01510

CEMETERY LETTERING  
MARKERS  •  MONUMENTS

Regonini Zoll 
Memorials

River Terrace Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center
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5 Star Quality Care is Closer Than You Think

978-534-0006

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services of 
North Central MA, Inc.

A non-profit conflict resolution service agency 

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE about 

what we do and how you can help bring  

peace to the community!

978-466-9595 or 
mediationncm.org

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 
When patronizing our Sponsors 

let them know you saw them in the 
Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

Volunteer With Us!
IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING, LOVING

Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

Veterans! Please  
consider our Vet-to-Vet 

Volunteer Program!

As a hospice volunteer, you can assist with a variety 
of activities from visiting patients, playing games or 
providing grief support. 

Memorial Ads 
Available 617-779-3771

Sell Ads for this Bulletin and more.

ADVERTISING SALES
PART TIME. WORK FROM HOME.

Contact us or send your resume to 
hr@thepilot.com

Please Patronize our Sponsors
They make this Bulletin Possible

Victor Amenta
Jr.

1942-2019
In Loving Memory 

by his family. 
Always missed. 
Never forgotten. 

Till we meet again! SHOP LOCALLY.
HELP KEEP THE LOCAL ECONOMY VIBRANT.


