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Mrs. Paula Doucet 
Director of Religious Education 

 
Mr. David M. Lasky 

Organist 

 

Baptisms: 
Please call the rectory in advance to 

schedule baptismal instruction. 
 

Marriages: 
Couple should contact the rectory at  

least one year in advance. A marriage 
preparation program is required.  

November 22, 2020 - Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe     

Rectory: 170 Mechanic Street  Leominster, Massachusetts 
Telephone (978) 537-6541  

Parish Website: stceciliachurch.net  /  Like St Cecilia’s Church on Facebook 
Parish Office Hours are Monday thru Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and Friday 9 am - 4 pm 

 
Rev. José A. Rodríguez 

Administrator 
 

Rev. Mateus Souza  
Associate Pastor 

 
Deacon Ronald J. Aubuchon 
Deacon Robert S. Connor, Jr. 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  4:00 P.M. 
Sunday Masses:   7:00, 9:45, and 11:15 A.M. 

Weekday Mass (Wednesday-Friday):   6:30 A.M. 
Holy Day Masses:   As Announced In Bulletin 

 
Confessions (for safety instead of the  

confessionals we will use the room adjacent  
to the bathroom in the back of the church by the  
Mechanic St. entrance, please wear face mask): 

Wednesdays, 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. 
Saturdays, 3:00 – 3:30 P.M. 



Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe    St. Cecilia Church, Leominster  MA    November 22, 2020 

2 

Saturday November 21                               Vigil Mass                Mass on pg. 228 
   4:00 p.m. Claire LeBlanc (anniv.) by her husband & family 

Sunday November 22       Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe  Mass on pg. 228 
   7:00 a.m. Deceased members of the Aubuchon family by the family 
   9:45 a.m. Lorette E. McDonald (17th anniv.) by her husband, Gerald & family 
 11:15 a.m. Raymond & Agatina Turbide (anniv.) by the family 

Monday November 23       Blessed Miguel Agustin Pro, Priest & Martyr  Mass on pg. 234 
    No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 

Tuesday November 24       St. Andrew Dũng-Lạc, Priest & Companions          Mass on pg. 235 
 No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday November 25       St. Catherine of Alexandria, Virgin & Martyr  Mass on pg. 237 
  6:30 a.m. Adrienne Murray by Sam & Pat Piccicuto 
  6:00 - 6:30 p.m. NO Confessions Tonight 

Thursday November 26                   Weekday (Thanksgiving Day)  Mass on pg. 239 
  6:30 a.m. In Thanksgiving for All God’s Blessings 

Friday November 27                                Weekday                                              Mass on pg. 244 
   6:30 a.m. Edward LeBlanc by the family 

Saturday November 28                                Weekday  Mass on pg. 245 
    No Morning Mass  

   3:00 - 3:30 p.m.  Confessions  
                                                                           Vigil Mass                                            Mass on pg. 45       
   4:00 p.m. Raymond LeBlanc (anniv.) by his brother & family 
Sunday November 29                     First Sunday of Advent                                Mass on pg. 45 
   7:00 a.m. Richard Gladding (1st anniv.) by his cousin, Lawrence Gladding 
   9:45 a.m. Dr. Richard Secino (2nd anniv.) by his wife 
 11:15 a.m. Arthur Raymond Marcoux (2nd anniv.) by his mother, Madeleine 

MMass Intentions 

The Sympathies of the parish community 
are extended to the family 

and friends of  
Anthony P. Freda and 

Agnes C. Hawkins 
whose Funeral Services 

were held recently.   
Please remember them in 

your prayers. 

In a spirit of joyful hope we Welcome 
 Lucas Maximiliano Gallegos  

(pictured below)  
 

into our parish 
family by baptism 
as he begins his 
life of faith here 
within our parish 

community. 
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A Message From Fr. Mateus  
   

 

Dear brothers and sisters, 
 The Church has finally reached the end of another liturgical year. On this      
Sunday, Solemnity of Christ the King of the Universe, the faithful are called to recog-
nize God's reign over all peoples and na ons. 
 The Solemnity of Christ the King of the Universe is rela vely recent. It was Pius 
XI, in the first encyclical of his pon ficate, who established it, in 1925. In Quas Primas, 
the Holy Father aimed to remember the lordship of Jesus over all kingdoms, govern-

ments and ins tu ons. He saw this as an urgent task, given the growing rejec on of the Church's teachings by 
men, withdrawing Jesus Christ and his sacrosanct law from both private and public life. 

At that me, the Holy Father saw with concern the advance of secular thinking, which, claiming an  
alleged neutrality of the State in religious ma ers, throws aside the teachings of the Sacred Magisterium,   
especially with regard to the moral and dignity of the human person. This reality, unfortunately, is s ll evident 
today in a thousand ac ons contrary to the Chris an faith, both in the public and private spheres. 

The secular principle is summed up in the idea that religion would be a ma er of the private sphere, 
therefore, it is not possible to support it in public debates. The secular principle believes that discussions con-
cerning topics such as abor on, gay marriage, euthanasia and etc. should not take Chris an morality into   
account; Reason and Science would be enough to discern these issues. 

It turns out that, throughout history, it has been fully proven that the neutrality of the State in         
religious ma ers is not only absurd but also imprac cal. When governments deny the natural law of God,  
assuming the principle of the majority as the universal judgment of customs, the State ends up cons tu ng a 
new divinity. This happened every me the authori es wanted to ban religion from the hearts of people. 

Remember, Chris anity never accepted to serve as a pla orm for poli cal strategies. And for that  
very reason Chris anity was embarrassed by dozens of authori es, throughout these two thousand years of 
history, who wished to instrumentalize it in their government programs. 

Pope Pius XII, in order to resolve the concern raised by the Solemnity of Christ the King of the          
Universe, clarified, in 1958, that the "legi mate and healthy secularity of the State" is "one of the principles of 
Catholic doctrine" and that, therefore, giving Christ's royal rights does not in any way hurt that secularity, 
since the State is not exempt from its obliga ons to God when it comes to natural law. 

And what does this reign of Christ over peoples consist of? This is what the Sunday's Gospel reminds 
us of. Unlike the governments that take the place of God, banishing religion from society and cons tu ng 
themselves as true dictators, Christ's royalty is presented in the form of service. He reigns from the top of the 
Cross. It does not subdue humanity under its crown, but it makes it free by the sacrifice on the wood. The  
Social Reign of Christ thus consists in the a tude of the crucified one: giving oneself en rely; loving un l the 
last consequences. 

On this Solemnity, may we look at Christ and, like the good thief, recognize him in his kingship and say: 
"Jesus, remember me, when you come into your kingdom!” 

God bless you!  

Our Lady, Health of the Sick, Pray For Us  -  Please pray for those who are ill, 
especially: Paul Aubuchon, Cello Ciccone, John Gallant and Patty McKinnon.    

If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email us at  
office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our list for a month. 
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 Dear friends, I have to admit that Thanksgiving is one of my favorite holidays. You may be thinking 
that I like this holiday because of its meaning, right? Actually no! It's all about the food. I just love a good and 
traditional thanksgiving meal!  Jokes aside, I came across a very interesting article by Philip Kosloski . He 
talks about the very first Thanksgiving celebration in America, which was actually a Holy Mass and I would 
like to share it with you: And it happened 50 years before Plymouth!  Did you know the first “thanksgiving” 
meal in the United States was not celebrated by the Pilgrims in Plymouth, but by Spanish settlers, in what 
became Florida? And that first “Thanksgiving” was Eucharistic! 

“When the first Spanish settlers landed in what is now St. Augustine on September 8, 1565, to build   
a settlement, their first act was to hold a religious service to thank God for the safe arrival of the Spanish 
fleet… After the Mass, Father Francisco Lopez, the Chaplain of the Spanish ships and the first pastor of      
St. Augustine, stipulated that the natives from the Timucua tribe be fed along with the Spanish settlers, in-
cluding Don Pedro Menendez de Aviles, the leader of the expedition. It was the very first Thanksgiving and 
the first Thanksgiving meal in the United States.” 

The Spaniards, with food that they brought with them on the ship, prepared the communal meal.     
According to records, the meal would have consisted of salted pork, garbanzo beans, ship’s bread and red 
wine.  This account of the first “thanksgiving” reflects what was found in Father Francisco’s memoirs. In it we 
read, “the feast day [was] observed . . . after Mass, ‘the Adelantado [Menendez] had the Indians fed and 
dined himself.’” 

The feast celebrated by the Spaniards was that of the Blessed Virgin Mary’s birthday, a day in the 
Church calendar that follows nine months after the feast of the Immaculate Conception of Mary on December 
8 (which just happens to be the patronal feast of the United States of America).  The meal “may have also 
included Caribbean foods that were probably collected when Menéndez stopped to regroup and resupply at 
San Juan Puerto Rico before continuing to Florida… If the Timucua contributed, it would likely have been with 
corn, fresh fish, berries, or beans.” 

Additionally, before the Mass was celebrated, “Father Francisco López, the fleet chaplain…came 
ashore ahead of Pedro Menéndez de Avilés, the leader of the founding expedition, and then went forward to 
meet Menéndez holding a cross… Menéndez came on land, knelt and kissed the cross.” 

This historical event reminds us that the Eucharist (from the Greek that literally means “thanksgiving”) 
is the primary way to offer thanks on Thanksgiving Day, followed by a meal shared in a spirit of fraternity. Let 
God be a central part of your holiday! As Americans this is our heritage, one that we hope to pass on to the 
next generation. 

 

Happy Thanksgiving everyone!     Fr. Mateus 

Children receiving Religious Education in a Classroom Environment: 
 

Sunday Nov. 29th: No classes enjoy your Thanksgiving Holiday weekend!           
 

This year we may be celebrating Thanksgiving a little differently!  Some may 
be celebrating with their extended family on Zoom others may just be gather-
ing with those who live in their household.  If covid has taught us anything it 
is to be grateful for the many simple things we have taken for granted and to 

be creative, thinking outside the box.  This Thanksgiving Holiday let us be grateful for the blessings 
we have and try to stay healthy and covid free.  

From Fr. José… 
 
I want to begin by thanking you again for your support and generosity, especially during this challenging 
year.  When you read the Financial Report last weekend, the way the numbers are presented gives the impres-
sion that we ended the year with a surplus.  Transparency is critical, so I hope you noticed that there is a debt, 
which we are presently working on reducing it. 
 
God bless you all!  Have a safe and holy Thanksgiving week! 
 
                                        In the love of Christ, 
                                         Fr. José 
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My dear friends in Christ, 
 
Earlier this week the Massachusetts House of  
Representatives utilized the state budget process to 
approve the expansion of abortion in the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts. In certain respects, the 
budget amendment did remove some provisions 
that were deeply troubling in the ROE Act. 
 
However, there remain several aspects in the  
proposal that are completely unacceptable. Among 
them is the expansion of abortion in certain circum-
stances for the full term of pregnancy. Additionally, it 
would reduce the current age of consent for an 
abortion from 18 years of age to 16 years of age. 
 
This week, the budget debate will move to the full 
State Senate. I am asking you to call your local  
Senator and urge him or her to vote no on an 
amendment that expands abortion in Mass. You can 
find the contact number below or find your Senator 
by visiting the Massachusetts Catholic Conference 
website at macatholic.org or by calling 617-746-5630. 
 
With every prayerful best wish, I remain 
 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
 
Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 
Bishop of Worcester 
 
State Senators: 
 

Harriette Chandler  617-722-1544   
Harriette.Chandler@masenate.gov 
Joan Comerford      617-722-1532   
Jo.Comerford@masenate.gov 
James Eldridge       617-722-1120   
James.Eldridge@masenate.gov  
Ryan Fattman          617-722-1420   
Ryan.Fattman@masenate.gov  
Anne Gobi                617-722-1540   
Anne.Gobi@masenate.gov  
Michael Moore  617-722-1485 
Michael.Moore@masenate.gov  
Dean Tran                 617-722-1230  
Dean.Tran@masenate.gov  

Many blessings to our Parish on this 
Sunday as we mark 120 years of the  

dedication of our first church! 

Thursday, November 26 

Mass at 6:30 am 
Office will be closed Thursday & Friday  

Beacon of Hope Community Services cordially invites you to our “Virtual Evening of Hope and  
Celebration” on December 3rd from 7 pm to 8 pm. Enjoy the evening's festivities in the comfort of 
your own home.  The celebration will feature musical performances by Neurotic Gumbo, Ray Pelkey,  
Marlana VanHoose and powerful mission moments from our members and their families.  Tickets are $40 
per household and include a link to the event, 50/50 entry and a chance to win a 40" Smart TV if registra-
tion is received by November 26th. In conjunction with the virtual event, Beacon of Hope is hosting a silent  
auction with unique and must-have items up for bid. To register on-line, bid on auction items or for more 
information please contact Beacon of Hope at www.beaconofhopema.org or call (978) 840-2727.  

Collection Report: 
 Last Week’s Stewardship $6,276.84 



Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe    St. Cecilia Church, Leominster  MA    November 22, 2020 

6 

DDecember Râpée Alert 
Pre-Orders Only, Orders Must be received by  

Monday, November 23 and payment must be submitted 
with order form. Limited quantity available. 

 
Râpée will be made on Friday, December 4 and Saturday, December 5.   

 
Please Specify Quantity 

 

 Number of Râpée______    at $5 each, total amount enclosed $ __________ 
 

Preference for pickup time 
 Friday, 12/4   11:30 am __   12:00 pm ___  5:00 pm __ 5:30 pm __ 
 Saturday, 12/5  11:30 am __   12:00 pm ___  5:00 pm __ 5:30 pm __ 

(you will receive a call confirming your order and pickup time) 
 

KEEP ABOVE FOR YOUR RECORDS - SUBMIT BOTTOM ORDER FORM 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Râpée Order Form to be Submitted by Monday, November 23 

 

Name_______________________________________________________________ 
 

Address______________________________________ Phone________________________ 
 

Please Specify Quantity 
 

 Number of Râpée______    at $5 each, total amount enclosed $ __________ 
 

Preference for pickup time 
 Friday, 12/4   11:30 am __   12:00 pm ___  5:00 pm __ 5:30 pm __ 
 Saturday, 12/5  11:30 am __   12:00 pm ___  5:00 pm __ 5:30 pm __ 
 

 

Order form must include payment for order to be processed. Checks payable to St. Cecilia’s. 
Orders can be dropped off or mailed to the rectory or placed in the collection basket in an envelope 
clearly marked “Râpée Order Enclosed”.  Additional order forms can be downloaded from our parish 
website stceciliachurch.net 

Assistance Needed - We are in need of helpers to eye potatoes, make and distribute râpée, 
then clean up during and afterwards. If you can help, please call the rectory or fill out this form and 
place it in the collection basket or drop it off at the rectory.  All safety precautions will be taken. 
 
Yes, I can help out with the Râpée please call me to schedule time 
 
Name: ______________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: _____________________________________ 
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!
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printing@pilotprinting.net | 617-779-3777 | www.pilotprinting.net

Order Your Christmas Cards Today
Order Today at www.PilotPrintingShop.net

View Inside Verses in our Online Store

10 Different Options Available

Select All of One Design or Mix and Match

For More Information: printing@pilotprinting.net

PRICE

25 Cards for $28.99

50 Cards for $44.99

100 Cards for $68.99

Price Includes Blank Envelopes
and Shipping
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David Pelletier: Parishioner 
165 Mechanic Street, Leominster 

www.legereins.com

LIFE CARE CENTER 
OF LEOMINSTER

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Facility

Contact Our
Admissions Department

PH 978-537-0771
FX 978-537-8421

Wright-Roy  
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE 
TO CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS!

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell 
Tax & Pension 
978-840-1040

978.368.7539
626 MAIN ST. • CLINTON MA 01510

CEMETERY LETTERING  
MARKERS  •  MONUMENTS

Regonini Zoll 
Memorials

River Terrace Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center
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5 Star Quality Care is Closer Than You Think

978-534-0006

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services of 
North Central MA, Inc.

A non-profit conflict resolution service agency 

CONTACT US TO LEARN MORE about 

what we do and how you can help bring  

peace to the community!

978-466-9595 or 
mediationncm.org

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 
When patronizing our Sponsors 

let them know you saw them in the 
Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

Volunteer With Us!
IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING, LOVING

Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

Veterans! Please  
consider our Vet-to-Vet 

Volunteer Program!

As a hospice volunteer, you can assist with a variety 
of activities from visiting patients, playing games or 
providing grief support. 

Memorial Ads 
Available 617-779-3771

Sell Ads for this Bulletin and more.

ADVERTISING SALES
PART TIME. WORK FROM HOME.

Contact us or send your resume to 
hr@thepilot.com

Please Patronize our Sponsors
They make this Bulletin Possible

Victor Amenta
Jr.

1942-2019
In Loving Memory 

by his family. 
Always missed. 
Never forgotten. 

Till we meet again! SHOP LOCALLY.
HELP KEEP THE LOCAL ECONOMY VIBRANT.


