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Mrs. Paula Doucet 
Director of Religious Education 

 
Mr. David M. Lasky 

Organist 

 

Baptisms: 
Please call the rectory in advance to 

schedule baptismal instruction. 
 

Marriages: 
Couple should contact the rectory at  

least one year in advance. A marriage 
preparation program is required.  

December 27, 2020 - The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph     

Rectory: 170 Mechanic Street  Leominster, Massachusetts 
Telephone (978) 537-6541  

Parish Website: stceciliachurch.net  /  Like St Cecilia’s Church on Facebook 
Parish Office Hours are Monday thru Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and Friday 9 am - 4 pm 

 
Rev. José A. Rodríguez 

Administrator 
 

Rev. Mateus Souza  
Associate Pastor 

 
Deacon Ronald J. Aubuchon 
Deacon Robert S. Connor, Jr. 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  4:00 P.M. 
Sunday Masses:   7:00, 9:45, and 11:15 A.M. 

Weekday Mass (Wednesday-Friday):   6:30 A.M. 
Holy Day Masses:   As Announced In Bulletin 

 
Confessions (for safety instead of the  

confessionals we will use the room adjacent  
to the bathroom in the back of the church by the  
Mechanic St. entrance, please wear face mask): 

Wednesdays, 6:00 – 6:30 P.M. 
Saturdays, 3:00 – 3:30 P.M. 
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Saturday December 26                               Vigil Mass               Mass on pg. 126 
   4:00 p.m. Clarence Quiet (29th anniv.) by the family 

Sunday December 27       The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph Mass on pg. 126 
   7:00 a.m. Leo Bolduc (4th anniv.) by Cecile & Lawrence Gladding 
   9:45 a.m. Alfred Laverdiere (27th anniv.) by his children 
 11:15 a.m. Eva Daigle & Stella LeBlanc by the family 

Monday December 28               The Holy Innocents, Martyrs Mass on pg. 132 
    No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 

Tuesday December 29  Fifth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord      Mass on pg. 133 
 No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30 a.m. & St. Leo’s 8:30 a.m. 

Wednesday December 30  Sixth Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord                                   Mass on pg. 135 
  6:30 a.m. Joseph DiRusso by Shelly Akatyszewski 
  6:00 - 6:30 p.m. No Confessions on Wednesdays until February 3, 2021 

Thursday December 31 Seventh Day within the Octave of the Nativity of the Lord                                       Mass on pg. 136 
  6:30 a.m. Paul Albert (3rd anniv.) by the family 

Friday January 1           Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God Mass on pg. 138 
  7:00 a.m. Armand & Ronald Murray by the family 
 Marcia Guay (10th anniv.) by her parents, Bob & Joan & family 
Saturday January 2   St. Basil the Great & St. Gregory Nazianzen, Bishops Mass on pg. 142 
    No Morning Mass  

   3:00 - 3:30 p.m.  Confessions  
                                                                          Vigil Mass                                             Mass on pg. 144      
   4:00 p.m. Roger Poirier by Gisele DeLisle 

Sunday January 3                         Epiphany of the Lord                                    Mass on pg. 145 
   7:00 a.m. Pamela Petricca by her husband & family 
   9:45 a.m. Edith Richard by her sister-in law, Marie Richard & family 
 11:15 a.m. Germaine Johnson by her sister, Yvonne Richard 

MMass Intentions 

Our Lady, Health of the Sick, Pray For Us  
Please pray for those who are ill, especially:  

Cello Ciccone, Mary Lasky, Roger Mayer, Patty McKinnon and Mary Pugley.    
If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email us at  

office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our list for a month. 
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A Message From Fr. Mateus  
   

 In this last weekend of 2020, Solemnity of the Holy Family, we are called 
to look to Jesus, Mary and Joseph as models of family life. 
 In fact, the Family of Nazareth is not a conven onal family: we have a fa-
ther who is not biological, a mother who is a virgin and a son who is God. This, 
at first sight, could discourage us from imita ng them, because they are not 
really a normal family. But what we need to understand, on the other hand, is 
that the family, in its own sense, has a biological basis - the blood es between 
the offspring and the parents - and a spiritual base - the bonds established by 

the theological virtues of faith, hope and, above all, love. And this is what sets us apart from animals, as 
they are unable to love and respect their parents and siblings. 

The evil of our society is that it has lost its moral virtue. Families are destroying themselves because 
they are becoming companies. In companies, people are just a number, a Social Security Number that, if it 
doesn't fit the requirements, can be discarded and replaced with another one. The family, however, has 
another measure; family bonds are eternal: a father con nues to be a father even a er death, just as a 
mother con nues to be a mother and a son con nues to be a son, etc. But the loss of a sense of virtue is 
causing people to forget that truth and turn everything into contractual rela onships with an expira on 
date. Everything is disposable! 

Children have become disposable through contracep ves and abor on. Husband and wife became 
disposable through divorce. Parents have become disposable through nursing homes and euthanasia. In 
fact, the family is becoming a “lawsuit,” so to speak, because any disagreement, from the smallest to the 
largest, ends in a police sta on or at a judge's table. 

Jesus was incarnate at Christmas to teach us how to be a family. In this Sunday's Gospel, we see a 
God who becomes a boy to obey his own divine law. He must accompany his parents to Jerusalem, to pre-
sent himself to the Lord, according to the Law of Moses. It is this obedience that must be present in the 
heart of the family, this willingness to always fulfill the will of God, from which all fatherhood comes, that 
is, from which the whole family comes. The family is only family if people are God-fearing. 

In the Gospel of St. Luke, Jesus appears as a son obedient to Joseph and Mary. Joseph, although the 
least holy of the three, is the head of the family, the one to whom both Jesus and Mary must be submis-
sive. And it is in this obedience that the family happens, as Saint Paul teaches in the le er to the Colossians: 
“Wives, be solicitous towards your husbands, as is fi ng, in the Lord. Husbands, love your wives and don't 
be rude to them. Children, obey your parents in everything, for this is good and right in the Lord. ” (Cl 3:18-
20) 

This obedience, however, is not blind obedience; Jesus and Mary obey Joseph because Joseph was a 
"just" and "God-fearing" man. No ce in the prayer of the Rosary that the fi h medita on on the joyful mys-
teries presents us with the loss and the encounter of Jesus in the Temple. It is a most interes ng mystery. 
There, at the age of twelve, Jesus gets lost from his parents and is found by Joseph and Mary among the 
doctors. Mary tells him: “My son, what did you do to us?! Behold, your father and I were looking for you, 
full of grief. ” 

Although she knew that Joseph was not the biological father of Jesus, Our Lady calls him "father" 
and places him in front of her: "your father and me". Jesus, for his part, says the following: “Why were you 
looking for me? Did you not know that I must take care of my Father's things? ” Now, with this response, 
Jesus was se ng the standard for all other families, of all mes and places: one family only makes sense in 
obedience to God. Although submissive to Joseph and Mary, Jesus obeys, first of all, another Father. 

Continued on page 4 
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This further clears up a confusion regarding the fourth commandment. It says to "honor" father and 
mother, not to obey them. Obedience to parents should only happen if they ask us for things that are in ac-
cordance with God's will. From the age of reason, around seven years old, every child can and should diso-
bey their parents if they ask them for something contrary to the will of God. In the fi h medita on on the 
joyful mysteries, in turn, we see that, of course, Joseph and Mary did not ask Jesus for anything against the 
will of God, but that Jesus obeyed God’s will rather than theirs. And a er fulfilling his obliga on to the Fa-
ther in Heaven, "he was submissive". 

Another beau ful thing that we find in this Solemnity of the Holy Family is that Jesus' first teaching in 
the Gospel of St. Luke contains the word "Father". Interes ngly, the last word spoken by Jesus in the same 
Gospel is also "Father". This reveals that the whole life of Christ, from childhood to crucifixion, was a life 
marked by the fulfillment of the Father's will. The Le er to the Hebrews itself clearly states that Jesus' first 
ac on already in Mary's womb was obedience to God. When Jesus took on the human body in Mary's 
womb, he replied to God the Father: "Behold, I am coming, I am coming, O God, to do your will" (10, 7). 

Here is the family: the total obedience of Jesus, Mary and Joseph. The family exists because there is 
an obedience to God and it is in this Father in Heaven that the family will be structured. 

Happy new year everyone! 

The Parish Office Hours for Upcoming Holiday: 
 

New Years Eve: 9 am to 3 pm New Years Day: Closed 

Weekday Mass and Confession Schedule for the Month of January:  
 

We will have a 6:30 AM Mass on Fridays Only (no morning Masses on Wednesdays or 
Thursdays).  
We will have Confessions from 3 - 3:30 PM on Saturdays Only (no Wednesday evening 
Confessions). As an additional option, Confessions are held on Saturdays at 10 AM at  
Holy Family of Nazareth, enter the hall by the back door.  
 

In February, after Fr. Mateus returns, we will resume our normal schedule. 

The Sympathies of the parish community 
are extended to the family and friends of  

John H. Wilson, II   
whose Funeral Mass was held recently. 

Please remember him in your prayers. 

During the month of January, weekend 
Masses will be celebrated by Fr. Anthony 

DiRusso, Fr. Ed Hanlon, Fr. Steve Gemme 
and Fr. José Rodríguez.  We thank them for 
their assistance as Fr. Mateus enjoys time 

with his family in Brazil. 

Collection Report:    
Last Week’s Stewardship $5,889.52  
We are always grateful for your generous 
support and we hope that you will contin-
ue to financially give to our parish in one 
of the following ways:  
  
Place in collection basket before or after 
Mass,  
Mail in your weekly envelopes,  
Mail a check,  
Drop contributions off thru the mail slot at 
the rectory (front door on Mechanic St.) or 
you can contribute online via our parish  
website www.stceciliachurch.net. 
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Saint Cecilia Parish 
January Calendar Raffle 

31 Days of Prizes 
  

The smallest prize is a combination of cash and gift 
cards that total $100 the smallest to $1,000 on the 
last day.  You have 31 chances to win.   
For January 31, all previous winning tickets will be placed back in, so every-
one gets a chance to win the jackpot.  
 

Last Chance - Tickets are $10 each. Call or stop by the rectory 
for more information. All entries must be received by 2 pm  

December 31st.  Late entries will be returned to sender. 
 

Drawings will be held on Fridays throughout the month of January at 1 PM and will 
be live streamed on our Parish Facebook page and later uploaded to our website. 
The first drawing will be on Friday, January 1st at 1 PM and we will pull prizes for the up-
coming week which will be up to Thursday, January 7th.  All winners will be called and 
names will be published in the bulletin.  Good luck to all! 

Religious Education News 
 

As we welcome the New Year let us pray and hope that Covid  
becomes manageable and that we keep in our hearts the lessons  
we learned from it.  That we appreciate and not take for granted  
time spent with our friends and family and that hugs and kisses 
are treasured!    
 
No Religious Education classes this week.   
Classes resume Sunday, January 10th.  
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Prayer to the Holy Family 
 
This prayer was offered by Pope Francis during 
the Angelus on the feast of the Holy Family on 
Dec. 29, 2013. 
 
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
in you we contemplate 
the splendour of true love, 
to you we turn with trust. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 
grant that our families too 
may be places of communion and prayer, 
authentic schools of the Gospel 
and small domestic Churches. 

Holy Family of Nazareth, 
may families never again 
experience violence, rejection and division: 
may all who have been hurt or scandalized 
find ready comfort and healing. 
 
Holy Family of Nazareth, 
may the approaching Synod of Bishops 
make us once more mindful 
of the sacredness and inviolability of the family, 
and its beauty in God’s plan. 

Jesus, Mary and Joseph, 
Graciously hear our prayer. 
 
Amen 

Living out Christmas in the New Year 
 
How do we live out the message of Christmas 
in the New Year, rather than pack it away with 
the ornaments?  
 
Each year, the Octave Day of Christmas falls 
on the first day of the New Year, on which we 
also celebrate the Solemnity of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary, the Mother of God. Her open 
heart and courageous “yes” to God show us 
how to live year-round—with hearts open to 
the Lord, following where He leads. We are 
called to place our trust in Him, to enter com-
passionately into the suffering of others, and 
to love one another as Christ loves us. Like 
Our Blessed Mother welcomed Jesus, we are 
called to cherish and protect the gift of human 
life, at every stage and in every circumstance. 
 
One way to live out the message of Christmas 
and follow Our Lady’s example is to join 9 
Days for Life, a novena for the protection of 
human life, taking place Thursday, January 21 
– Friday, January 29. Each day’s intention is 
accompanied by a short reflection and sug-
gested actions to help build a culture of life.  
 
Join today at 9daysforlife.com! 
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!
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printing@pilotprinting.net | 617-779-3777 | www.pilotprinting.net

Order Your Christmas Cards Today
Order Today at www.PilotPrintingShop.net

View Inside Verses in our Online Store

10 Different Options Available

Select All of One Design or Mix and Match

For More Information: printing@pilotprinting.net

PRICE

25 Cards for $28.99

50 Cards for $44.99

100 Cards for $68.99

Price Includes Blank Envelopes
and Shipping
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David Pelletier: Parishioner 
165 Mechanic Street, Leominster 

www.legereins.com

LIFE CARE CENTER 
OF LEOMINSTER

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Facility

Contact Our
Admissions Department

PH 978-537-0771
FX 978-537-8421

Wright-Roy  
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE 
TO CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS!

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell 
Tax & Pension 
978-840-1040

978.368.7539
626 MAIN ST. • CLINTON MA 01510

CEMETERY LETTERING  
MARKERS  •  MONUMENTS

Regonini Zoll 
Memorials

River Terrace Rehabilitation and Healthcare Center
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5 Star Quality Care is Closer Than You Think

978-534-0006

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services 
of North Central 

MA, Inc.

Having trouble with a tenant, landlord, 
neighbor, family, etc.? We can help. 

service CONTACT US today!

978-466-9595 or 
info@mediationncm.org

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 
When patronizing our Sponsors 

let them know you saw them in the 
Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

Volunteer With Us!
IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING, LOVING

Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

Veterans! Please  
consider our Vet-to-Vet 

Volunteer Program!

As a hospice volunteer, you can assist with a variety 
of activities from visiting patients, playing games or 
providing grief support. 

Memorial Ads 
Available 617-779-3771

Sell Ads for this Bulletin and more.

ADVERTISING SALES
PART TIME. WORK FROM HOME.

Contact us or send your resume to 
hr@thepilot.com

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED! 
BLOOD TYPE “O” 

POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

DONOR FELL THROUGH!

In Memoriam, 
Victor and Mary Amenta SHOP LOCALLY.

HELP KEEP THE LOCAL ECONOMY VIBRANT.


