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Baptisms: 
Please call the rectory in advance to 

schedule baptismal instruction. 
 

Marriages: 
Couple should contact the rectory at  

least one year in advance. A marriage 
preparation program is required.  

February 21, 2021 - First Sunday of Lent     

Rectory: 170 Mechanic Street  Leominster, Massachusetts 
Telephone (978) 537-6541  

Parish Website: stceciliachurch.net  /  Like St Cecilia’s Church on Facebook 
Parish Office Hours are Monday thru Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and Friday 9 am - 4 pm 

 
Rev. José A. Rodríguez 

Administrator 
 

Rev. Mateus Souza  
Associate Pastor 

 
Deacon Ronald J. Aubuchon 
Deacon Robert S. Connor, Jr. 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  4:00 P.M. 
Sunday Masses:   7:00, 9:45 and 11:15 A.M. 

Weekday Masses:  
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday at 6:30 A.M.  

Holy Day Masses:   As Announced In Bulletin 
 

Confessions (for safety instead of the  
confessionals we will use the room adjacent  

to the bathroom in the back of the church by the  
Mechanic St. entrance, please wear face mask): 
Month of January: Saturdays, 3:00 – 3:30 P.M. 
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Saturday February 20                                  Vigil Mass               Mass on pg. 55 
   4:00 p.m. Anita Johnson by Marie Richard & family 

Sunday February 21                          First Sunday of Lent                                     Mass on pg. 55 
   7:00 a.m. Leon VanMolle, III by Tom & Gina Stone 
   9:45 a.m. Lee LeBlanc (4th anniv.) by his wife, Debbie & family 
 11:15 a.m. Arthur J. Cormier (27th anniv.) by Jan & Wayne Doucet 
Monday February 22              The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle Mass on pg. 60 
    No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30am & St. Leo’s 8:30am 
Tuesday February 23                 St. Polycarp, Bishop & Martyr Mass on pg. 62 
 No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30am & St. Leo’s 8:30am 

Wednesday February 24                          Lenten Weekday                                 Mass on pg. 63 
  6:30 a.m. Evelyn Nadareski by Daniel & Deborah 
  5:30 p.m. Roger Pothier & Marcel Guillemette by Pauline Guillemette & family 
  6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Confessions 
Thursday February 25                          Lenten Weekday Mass on pg. 65 
  6:30 a.m. Constance Gariepy by Al & Claudette Guilmette 
  5:30 p.m. Jeannette Booth by Jan & Claire 
Friday February 26                          Lenten Weekday Mass on pg. 66 
  6:30 a.m. Parishioners of St. Cecilia Parish 
  5:30 p.m. Bernice Bangrazi (4th anniv.) by her family 

Saturday February 27                          Lenten Weekday Mass on pg. 68 
    No Morning Mass  

   3:00 - 3:30 p.m.  Confessions  
                                                                          Vigil Mass                                             Mass on pg. 70      
   4:00 p.m. Dorothy Lapierre (7th anniv.) by Hughes & Lapierre family 
Sunday February 28                   Second Sunday of Lent                                   Mass on pg. 70 
   7:00 a.m. Larry Despres by the family 
   9:45 a.m. Joseph Bergeron (14th anniv.) by his family 
 11:15 a.m. Patrick John Cannon (3rd anniv.) by his family 

OOur Lady, Health of the Sick, Pray For Us  
Please pray for those who are ill, especially:  

Payton Baron, Leon Bellio, Cello Ciccone, John Gallant, Roger Mayer,  
Patty McKinnon, Mary Pugley and Bernard Vaillette.   

If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email us at  
office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our list for a month. 
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A Message From Fr. Mateus  
   

 My dear brothers and sisters, 
 

 The Church, mother and teacher of mankind, has a duty to teach us the 
way to holiness. For this reason, the Church has a whole pedagogy, with teaching 
methods and programs, which move our hearts towards Heaven. 
 Lent is part of this pedagogy as a special me dedicated to a more intense 
fight against our sinful tendencies. It is not, therefore, a period in which the 
Church simply dresses in purple, but an opportune me for our conversion. 

To live this period well, mankind must know their evil background and recognize themselves in need 
of divine grace. The me of Lent is that me when mankind spends forty days medita ng on the Passion of 
Our Lord, in order to distance themselves from the “old man” and, at Easter, to rise again as a “new man”. 
A er all, what the Church wants is not only our deliverance from sin, but our sanc fica on and configura-

on to Christ; the Church wants, therefore, our most profound conversion - a kind of second takeoff, so to 
speak - that removes the Chris an from the logic of worldliness. 

In Lent, the Church exhorts us to prac ce almsgiving, fas ng and, above all, prayer, as described in 
the Sermon on the Mount (Mt 6). These three prac ces serve to “kill” the old man within us and open our 
hearts to the sanc fying grace. They turn off the engine of sin - that is, what St. John calls the lust of the 
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life - and dispose our souls to be moved by the love of God. 
Fas ng mor fies the lust of the flesh, almsgiving mor fies the lust of the eyes, and prayer mor fies the 
pride of life. 

The lust of the flesh. This flesh that Saint John speaks of is not really our body, but that inclina on 
of the soul to want illicit pleasures. The human soul, when dominated by sin, lives in disorder. It ceases to 
govern our life in order to submit to carnal passions. That is why it is called "flesh". 

Fas ng serves to moderate this escape from pain and the search for pleasure, ordering our spirit, so 
that the soul dominates over the passions and not the other way around. So, depriving yourself of pleasant 
things like sweets, so  drinks and the consump on of meat (white and red) is highly recommended. 

The lust of the eyes. The human person is the only creature of God who has a thirst for knowledge, 
that desire that moves our gaze to everything that is “beau ful” and “interes ng” in sight. For example, no 
other animal is able to spend the whole day on Facebook, or changing channels, or strolling in the mall with-
out buying anything, as humans do. 

Man was born to know the truth. However, original sin has caused a disturbance in their interest in 
things, so that people are lost in unhealthy curiosity. Hence the need for alms as an exercise in detachment 
and self-denial. 

The pride of life. Original sin tainted the human being with the diabolical addic on to pride, this 
a tude of feeling self-sufficient and saying "I am enough". The most effec ve method of figh ng pride is 
prayer. Placing ourselves on our knees before God,  we recognize our weakness and incapacity, like a beggar 
in the doorway of God. This opens our hearts to the gi  of charity, to true hope, which resides only in God, 
for it is He who will enable us to love and sanc fy our brothers and sisters. 

A highly recommended prac ce for Lent is daily par cipa on in Holy Mass, with well done commun-
ions and a endance at confession. In this dynamic, our soul iden fies itself more quickly to the will of the 
Divine Master, who touches our body and our soul through the sacraments. With that strength, we become 
more resistant to tempta ons, the lusts of the flesh and eyes and the pride of life. 

 
Con nued on page 4 
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Collection Report:   

Last Week’s Stewardship $5,204.88  
 

Thank you for your ongoing support!   
Thank you for the extra donations for 

fuel expenses and capital improvements! 

The Sympathies of the parish community are 
extended to the family and friends of  

Richard H. Surrette and  Rosilda E. Chappel 
whose Funeral Services were held recently.  

Please remember them in your prayers. 

 
 

We cannot forget yet that the me of Lent is also the me of Our Lady, the woman of the Apocalypse 
who went to the desert to overcome the dragon, the evil serpent that intended to devour her Son. Let us 
therefore ask for the help of the Divine Mother and live these forty days in an cipa on of new heavens and 
new earth, on the day of resurrec on. 

 

Happy and Holy Lent! 
 

Father Mateus 

Message from Father Mateus con nued from pg. 3 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS:   
 
Sunday, February 28th: Classes resume for children in Grades 1-10 from 
9:45-11:00AM in the lower Parish Hall. 
 

Homeschoolers: Packet swap next Sunday, Feb. 28th from 10:00-10:50AM 
 

Please call the Religious Ed. Office at 978-537-5596 if you are running late or 
need to pick up your child early.  We will continue to lock the doors 15 minutes 
after classes start.  

This Monday, February 22 is the feast of the 
Chair of St. Peter which commemorates 
Christ’s choosing Peter to sit in his place as the 
servant-authority of the whole Church. Jesus told 
Peter that “you are Peter, and upon this rock I will 
build my church.” It is with this pastoral responsi-
bility given him that the Pope shepherds Christ’s 
flock. This feast reminds us of the significance of 
the ministry of St. Peter and the succession of 
popes who followed in his footsteps. On Monday, 
say a special prayer for Pope Francis, successor 
of St. Peter.  

 Zip it Up, It’s in the Bag!  
Lenten Loose Coin Drive to Benefit our St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

Usually at this time of the year,  we are having our Lenten soup suppers 
which benefit our St. Vincent de Paul who help people in need in our own  
area thru-out the year.  But with current restrictions, we are not able to do 
so this year. Therefore, we are asking you to save up your change during 
Lent and place it in a zip lock bag and turn it in at Easter.  Every coin counts! 

Thanks to all who picked up a 
flyer and plan to participate in 
this year’s food drive. Catholic 
Charities reports an increased 
need due to effects of the pan- 

    demic and the ever rising food 
        prices.  Next weekend will be  

collecting: canned spaghetti sauce, canned or 
boxed pasta and rice, boxed macaroni and 
cheese, coffee (instant and ground), tea, 
and iced tea mix.  
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The Catholic Free Press Newspaper br ings you par ish and diocesan news and information as well as national and international 
Catholic news.  Subscribe or renew home delivery by using your parish envelope, the form below or on www.catholicfreepress.org.  
Do you wish to receive this newspaper but feel you just can’t afford it?  No problem, just fill in your contact information and return it 
to the parish office or call the office and we will make sure you receive the paper. The parish wants every parishioner to be able to  
receive the Catholic Free Press. 



First Sunday of Lent                     St. Cecilia Church, Leominster  MA                       February 21, 2021 

6 



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!
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Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Mail

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net
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David Pelletier: Parishioner 
165 Mechanic Street, Leominster 

www.legereins.com

LIFE CARE CENTER 
OF LEOMINSTER

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Facility

Contact Our
Admissions Department

PH 978-537-0771
FX 978-537-8421

Wright-Roy  
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE 
TO CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS!

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell 
Tax & Pension 
978-840-1040

978.368.7539
626 MAIN ST. • CLINTON MA 01510

CEMETERY LETTERING  
MARKERS  •  MONUMENTS

Regonini Zoll 
Memorials

Please Patronize ooooouuuuuuuuuurrrrr SSSSSpppppoonnsors
They make this Bulletin Possible

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services 
of North Central 

MA, Inc.

Having trouble with a tenant, landlord, 
neighbor, family, etc.? We can help. 

service CONTACT US today!

978-466-9595 or 
info@mediationncm.org

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

When patronizing our Sponsors 
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

Volunteer With Us!
IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING, LOVING

Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

Veterans! Please  
consider our Vet-to-Vet 

Volunteer Program!

As a hospice volunteer, you can assist with a variety 
of activities from visiting patients, playing games or 
providing grief support. 

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Sell Ads for this Bulletin and more.

ADVERTISING SALES
PART TIME. WORK FROM HOME.

Contact us or send your resume to 
hr@thebostonpilot.com

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED! 
BLOOD TYPE “O” 

POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

DONOR FELL THROUGH!

Frank and Clarice Gordon
In Loving Memory

SHOP LOCALLY.
HELP KEEP THE LOCAL ECONOMY VIBRANT.


