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Organist 
 

Baptisms: 
Please call the rectory in advance to 

schedule baptismal instruction. 
 

Marriages: 
Couple should contact the rectory at  

least one year in advance. A marriage 
preparation program is required.  

March 14, 2021 - Fourth Sunday of Lent     

Rectory: 170 Mechanic Street  Leominster, Massachusetts 
Telephone (978) 537-6541  

Parish Website: stceciliachurch.net  /  Like St Cecilia’s Church on Facebook 
Parish Office Hours are Monday thru Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and Friday 9 am - 4 pm 

Rev. José A. Rodríguez 
Administrator 

 
Rev. Mateus Souza  

Associate Pastor 
 

Deacon Ronald J. Aubuchon 
Deacon Robert S. Connor, Jr. 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  4:00 P.M. 
Sunday Masses:   7:00, 9:45 and 11:15 A.M. 

Weekday Masses During Lent:  
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday  

at 6:30 A.M. and 5:30 P.M. 
 Holy Day Masses:   As Announced In Bulletin 

 
Confessions  

(for safety instead of the confessionals we will use 
the room adjacent to the bathroom in the back of 

the church by the Mechanic St. entrance,  
please wear face mask): 

Wednesdays, 6:00 - 6:30 P.M. 
Saturdays, 3:00 - 3:30 P.M. 
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Saturday March 13                                     Vigil Mass               Mass on pg. 101 
   4:00 p.m. Paul Roy (2nd anniv.) by his wife, Jeannette & Leslie 

Sunday March 14                          Fourth Sunday of Lent                                     Mass on pg. 101 
   7:00 a.m. Irene Cristofono (19th anniv.) by the family 
   9:45 a.m. Rosilda Chappel 
 11:15 a.m. Gladys Pedroza (24th anniv.) by the family 
Monday March 15                               Lenten Weekday Mass on pg. 107 
    No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30am & St. Leo’s 8:30am 
Tuesday March 16                               Lenten Weekday Mass on pg. 108 
 No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30am & St. Leo’s 8:30am 

Wednesday March 17                             St. Patrick, Bishop                              Mass on pg. 110 
  6:30 a.m. Geroge Hoffman by Connor family 
  5:30 p.m. Leon VanMolle, III by Tom & Gina Stone 
  6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Confessions 
Thursday March 18             St. Cyril of Jerusalem, Bishop & Doctor Mass on pg. 111 
  6:30 a.m. Felix, Arthemise & Roger Prince by last will 
  5:30 p.m. Claire Babineau by Anne & Guy Richard 
  6:00 p.m. Lenten Mission “Journeying with St. Joseph” 
Friday March 19       St. Joseph, Spouse of the Blessed Virgin Mary Mass on pg. 113 
  6:30 a.m. Edward & Roger LeBlanc by their family 
7:00 - 11:00 a.m.  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament - In honor of St. Joseph 
11:00 a.m. Benediction 
  5:30 p.m. All Priests & Deacons by Susan Lamkin 
  6:00 p.m. Stations of the Cross 
Saturday March 20                               Lenten Weekday Mass on pg. 115 
    No Morning Mass  

   3:00 - 3:30 p.m.  Confessions  
                                                                         Vigil Mass                                              Mass on pg. 117      
   4:00 p.m. Ronald Bachand (53rd anniv.) by his sisters 
Sunday March 21                           Fifth Sunday of Lent                                     Mass on pg. 117 
   7:00 a.m. Christine Ayers by Connor family 
   9:45 a.m. Anna Laverdiere (19th anniv.) by her children 
 11:15 a.m. Rose Tourigny (23rd anniv.) by Hughes & Lapierre family 

Painting inside the church — Painters will be working inside the church this Monday and Tuesday, 
March 15-16. The building will be closed both days.  For your personal prayer, know that you are always 
welcomed to visit any of the other churches in Leominster. (Check their schedules before going.) 
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A Message From Fr. Mateus  
 Dear brothers and sisters, 
 

 The liturgy of this 4th Sunday of Lent, the tradi onal Laetare Sunday (Sunday 
of Joy), is already star ng to introduce us to the joy of Easter, allowing priests to 
so en the severity of the purple color with the color rose in the sacred vestments, 
and to reduce the austerity of penances. In the Gospel, this joy is enhanced by the 
words of Jesus to Nicodemus, about the grace of redemp on, which grants us  
eternal life. 

Nicodemus was a member of the Pharisees. At the beginning of the chapter, it is said that his en-
counter with Jesus takes place during the night. What does that mean? At first glance, Nicodemus seems to 
give credit to the ministry of Christ, but in reality, he does not recognize Him as the Messiah, the son of the 
Most High. On the contrary, Nicodemus saw Jesus only as a leader, someone who did great things. The night 
that St. John speaks of, therefore, is the night of unbelief. 

Currently, Nicodemus' unbelief is found in a large part of humanity. Many even admit the powers of 
Jesus and some of his words. But they do not want to commit themselves to the Gospel, especially to the 
mystery of the cross. So the big ques on in this Sunday's Gospel is this: how can we believe in Jesus? 

The answer to this ques on is given by Christ himself to Nicodemus, a few verses back: "Whoever is 
not born of water and the Spirit will not be able to enter the Kingdom of God" (Jn 3: 3). Jesus is talking 
about Bap sm, the sacrament that makes us children of God and gives us a spiritual organism, by which   
we are introduced to the saving mysteries. Through Bap sm, we become able to see, in Jesus, the Savior, 
because we have received the theological virtue of faith. 

Faith is necessary for the graces of the cross of Christ to enter our lives. Otherwise, our hearts will 
remain incredulous like Nicodemus' hearts. Faith helps us to truly believe in God's love for us on the cross. It 
is an act that is not just a feeling, as Protestants think; it is, rather, the possession of a future reality; "It 
gives us even now something of the reality we are wai ng for, and this present reality cons tutes for us a 
“proof” of the things that are s ll unseen." (Benedict XVI, Spe Salvi, n. 7). 

Ul mately, it is through faith that the Chris an is saved and approaches the light "so that his ac ons 
may be performed in God".  Therefore, let us ask the Virgin Mary that this Laetare Sunday, we receive joy-
fully and confidently the news that “God loved the world so much, that he gave his only bego en Son, so 
that everyone who believes in him may not die, but have eternal life.” 

 

God bless you!     

 

Father Mateus 

 

We Offer Our Condolences to the family and friends of Fr. Dennis Timothy 
O’Mara who died recently. Some of you may remember Fr. O’Mara as his 
first assignment after ordination in 2004 was Associate Pastor at St. Leo’s 
Parish.   
 

“Eternal Rest grant unto him O Lord, and let Perpetual Light shine upon 
him.” 
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Dear family in Christ, 
 
This weekend we mark a year since the pandemic hit us and life in the church changed.  Can you 
imagine… a year!!!  We keep praying and hoping for a more normal experience.  In the meantime, 
be safe and prudent! 
 
I just wanted to say THANK YOU to several anonymous donors who have at different times  
given sizable donations to the Parish for a variety of categories.  Not knowing who you are, does 
not give me the opportunity to address you personally.  Please accept our gratitude! 
 
Wishing you all powerful second half of Lent!  Be holy! 
 

Fr. José 

Our Lady, Health of the Sick, Pray For Us  
Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Josephine Beauchemin, Rita 
Cannon, Marie Cyr, Jason Fennelly, Brian LeBlanc, Alisha Orlow, Donna 
Sevigny, Bernard Vaillette and Riley Watts.  If you know someone who needs 
prayers, call the rectory or email us at office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add 
them to our list for a month. 

 

Feast of St. Joseph, March 19 at St. Cecilia’s 
 

6:30 am — Mass 
 

After Mass — Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament until 11:00 
am.  If you can volunteer to take 30 minutes to pray in church, 
please call the office.  We want to make sure there is always 
someone present between 7 and 11 am 
 

11:00 am — Benediction 
 

5:30 pm — Mass 
 

6:00 pm — Rosary 
 
Besides the Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament here at St. Cecilia’s, 
other churches will have it at different hours. 
St. Anna:  
3:00 – 6:45 pm with 3:30 Rosary & 6:30 pm Benediction 
Holy Family:  
3:00 -6:00 pm with 3:00 pm Divine Mercy; 4:00 pm Stations; 4:30 pm 
Confessions; 6:00 pm Holy Hour in Spanish  

Collection Report:  
 

Last Week’s Stewardship $7,484.26 
   

Thank you for your ongoing support!   
Thank you for the extra donations for  

fuel expenses and capital improvements! 

Notice for Ladies of St Anne 
 

April meeting cancelled for this year.  The 
next time we will gather as a group will be at 
the June Mass.  Members will be notified as 
more information becomes available. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: 
 

Sunday, March 21st: Classes continue for children in Grades 1-10 from 
9:45-11:00AM in the lower Parish Hall. 
 
Lenten Prayer service and the sacrament of Reconciliation Saturday, 
March 20th at 10:00AM for children and families in grades 2-11.  [One 
parent needs to attend with your child(ren)] 
 
Homeschoolers: Next weekend March 21st from 9:30-10:50AM in the Parish Center.  Do 
you still need to pick up a packet?  Packets are available for pick up at the Rectory weekdays 
(Mon- Thur 9-5; Fri. 9-4)  and on Sundays from 9:30-11:00AM in the Parish Center.  
 
Please call the Religious Ed. Office at 978-537-5596 if you are running late or need to pick 
up your child early.  We will continue to lock the doors 15 minutes after classes start.  

Zip it Up, It’s in the Bag! Lenten Loose Coin 
Drive to Benefit our St. Vincent de Paul  
Society who assist needy families in our 

area throughout the year.  We 
are asking you to save up your 
change during Lent and place it 
in a zip lock bag and turn it in at 
Easter.  Every coin counts! 

Lenten Guidelines for Abstinence from meat 
is to be observed by all Catholics fourteen (14) 
years of age and older on Ash Wednesday, 
Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent. 

 Next weekend is the final collection for this year's 
Lenten Food Drive. The final week's collection is 
sugar, shelf stable milk, cocoa mix, kool aid mix, 
toothpaste, toothbrushes, and toilet paper.  
As always, any and all contributions are gratefully 
accepted.  

 

This is the time of year when we ask you to 
support the Annual Partners in Charity  

Appeal. It is a way to generate joy in the 
lives of those served by our many agencies 

and ministries in our Diocese. 
See this week’s bulletin insert for more 

information.  Donation envelopes can be 
found at each church entrance. 

 

Our goal is $50,000. 
We have not even started and we already 

have raised $2,425. 
Thank you for your support!! 
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My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
            Do we recognize Jesus when we see the poor and vulnerable?  When we respond to those in need, we 
“help Jesus in disguise” as we are reminded by the national Catholic Relief Services Collection on the week-
end of March 21. Through your  generosity, you can help ease the burdens of our  brothers and sisters in 
some of the most marginalized communities around the globe.  
            The years-long civil war in Syria has had catastrophic effects on the lives of millions of Syrians. Neigh-
boring Jordan and Lebanon have taken in many Syrian refugees, over half of whom are children. To address the 
needs of refugee children, CRS and local church partner organizations provide educational opportunities for  
refugee children facing unique challenges. One boy, Ibrahim, had behavioral problems and poor academic  
performance that hindered his learning. With the help of a CRS-sponsored educational program for special 
needs children, Ibrahim excelled in his studies and became more engaged in the classroom. You give children 
like Ibrahim opportunities to learn and grow when you contribute to The Catholic Relief Services Collection. 
            Thanks to your financial support, you can: alleviate suffering and provide assistance to people in need 
through the international Catholic humanitarian agency, Catholic Relief Services (CRS), supply outreach and 
pastoral care to refugees, migrants, and travelers • provide assistance to victims of natural disasters and other 
emergencies around the world such as the recent devastation cause by a cyclone in Mozambique and Malawi, 
advocate for poor and vulnerable people and for international justice and peace, actively help victims of human 
trafficking and refugees by providing resettlement services and public policy advocacy.  
            Are you ready to answer the knock of Jesus in disguise? I ask that you prayerfully consider how you can 
support the Catholic Relief Services Collection this year. If you want to learn more about the collection and the 
people who are assisted, please visit www.usccb.org/catholic-relief.  
            With every prayerful best wish, I remain 
    Sincerely yours in Christ, 
    Most Reverend Robert J. McManus, Bishop of Worcester  
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Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
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Take your 
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JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!
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Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Mail

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net
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David Pelletier: Parishioner 
165 Mechanic Street, Leominster 

www.legereins.com

LIFE CARE CENTER 
OF LEOMINSTER

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Facility

Contact Our
Admissions Department

PH 978-537-0771
FX 978-537-8421

Wright-Roy  
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE 
TO CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS!

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell 
Tax & Pension 
978-840-1040

978.368.7539
626 MAIN ST. • CLINTON MA 01510

CEMETERY LETTERING  
MARKERS  •  MONUMENTS

Regonini Zoll 
Memorials

Please Patronize ooooouuuuuuuuuurrrrr SSSSSpppppoonnsors
They make this Bulletin Possible

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services 
of North Central 

MA, Inc.

Having trouble with a tenant, landlord, 
neighbor, family, etc.? We can help. 

service CONTACT US today!

978-466-9595 or 
info@mediationncm.org

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

When patronizing our Sponsors 
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

Volunteer With Us!
IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING, LOVING

Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

Veterans! Please  
consider our Vet-to-Vet 

Volunteer Program!

As a hospice volunteer, you can assist with a variety 
of activities from visiting patients, playing games or 
providing grief support. 

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Sell Ads for this Bulletin and more.

ADVERTISING SALES
PART TIME. WORK FROM HOME.

Contact us or send your resume to 
hr@thebostonpilot.com

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED! 
BLOOD TYPE “O” 

POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

DONOR FELL THROUGH!

Pauline and Joseph LeBreton
In Loving Memory

SHOP LOCALLY.
HELP KEEP THE LOCAL ECONOMY VIBRANT.


