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Baptisms: 
Please call the rectory in advance to 

schedule baptismal instruction. 
 

Marriages: 
Couple should contact the rectory at  

least one year in advance. A marriage 
preparation program is required.  

March 28, 2021 - Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord   

Rectory: 170 Mechanic Street  Leominster, Massachusetts 
Telephone (978) 537-6541  

Parish Website: stceciliachurch.net  /  Like St Cecilia’s Church on Facebook 
Parish Office Hours are Monday thru Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and Friday 9 am - 4 pm 

Rev. José A. Rodríguez 
Administrator 

 
Rev. Mateus Souza  

Associate Pastor 
 

Deacon Ronald J. Aubuchon 
Deacon Robert S. Connor, Jr. 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:  4:00 P.M. 
Sunday Masses:  7:00, 9:45 and 11:15 A.M. 

Weekday and Holy Day Masses:    
As Announced In Bulletin 

 
Confessions  

(for safety instead of the confessionals we will use 
the room adjacent to the bathroom in the back of 

the church by the Mechanic Street entrance,  
please wear face mask): 

Wednesdays, 6:00 - 6:30 P.M. 
Saturdays, 3:00 - 3:30 P.M. (No confessions on 

April 3, Holy Saturday) 
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Saturday March 27                                     Vigil Mass               Mass on pg. 132 
   4:00 p.m. Robert Allain (1st anniv.) by his family 

Sunday March 28               Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord                                   Mass on pg. 132 
   7:00 a.m. Carmelle Nadeau by Gisele DeLisle 
   9:45 a.m. Justine Doiron by Anne & Guy Richard 
 11:15 a.m. Domethilde Bernard (15th anniv.) by Jean Noel & Anne Marie Bernard & family 
Monday March 29                            Monday of Holy Week Mass on pg. 150 
    No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30am & St. Leo’s 8:30am 
Tuesday March 30                           Tuesday of Holy Week Mass on pg. 152 
 No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30am & St. Leo’s 8:30am 

Wednesday March 31                         Wednesday of Holy Week                             Mass on pg. 154 
  6:30 a.m. Livi Arsenault by Gloria, Wilma & Jeannine 
  5:30 p.m. Rita M. Daigle by Rene & Bertha Gauthier 
  6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Confessions 
Thursday April 1                   Thursday of Holy Week (Holy Thursday) Mass on pg. 156 
  6:30 a.m. No Morning Mass 
  7:00 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper followed by Night Vigil until Midnight 
Friday April 2              Friday of the Passion of the Lord (Good Friday) Mass on pg. 162 
  6:30 a.m. No Morning Mass 
  3:00 p.m. Passion of the Lord followed by Stations of the Cross 
  7:00 p.m. Passion of the Lord 

Saturday April 3                                    Holy Saturday Mass on pg. 186 
    No Morning Mass  

   3:00 - 3:30 p.m.  No Confessions this Saturday 
                                                                   Easter Vigil Mass                                        Mass on pg. 186      
   7:30 p.m. The Easter Vigil in the Holy Night 
Sunday April 4             Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord           Mass on pg. 227 
   7:00 a.m. Parishioners of St. Cecilia Parish 
   9:45 a.m. Norman Rheault (18th anniv.) by his wife & children 
 11:15 a.m. Deceased members of the Bernard & Richard families by Jean Noel & Anne Marie 
   1:00 p.m. 

y
Mass in Spanish 

OOur Lady, Health of the Sick, Pray For Us  
Please pray for those who are ill, especially: Josephine Beauchemin, Rita Cannon, 

Marie Cyr, Jason Fennelly, Brian LeBlanc, Alisha Orlow, Donna Sevigny, Bernard 

Vaillette and Riley Watts.  If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory 

or email us at office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our list for a month. 
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A Message From Fr. Mateus  
     

 My dear brothers and sisters, 
 Welcome to Holy Week 
 Holy Week invites us to journey with Christ; through the Cross and New life. 
This is the heart of Chris an faith, and the heartbeat of our lives as followers of Jesus 
Christ. This week, we are called to digest the Word of God and welcome its powerful 
and eternal message into our hearts. 
 Contained in the readings and liturgy of this week is the truest meaning of life, 

professed and celebrated once at our Bap sm and renewed each Easter. We journey through cross and tomb 
to the promised life beyond our expecta ons. 

In the Scripture we hear of Christ entering Jerusalem with a message of love, inclusion and forgiveness, 
only to be rejected and despised. Facing such hatred, he willingly gives his life for all in the ul mate sign of the 
true and unwavering love of God. 

It’s a message entrenched in hope. A message that we need to hear now more than ever. We will recall 
Jesus’ words on the cross, “my God, My God, why have you forsaken me”. Here Christ stands in solidarity with 
us, experiencing the well known human feelings of uncertainty, confusion, worry, fear of abandonment. Christ 
stands with us today in these days when many of us are feeling these emo ons with greater intensity. Christ 
doesn’t stop at empathy, he gives us hope. 

The last words of Christ were words of forgiveness, love and hope. “Forgive them… you will be with me 
in paradise”. It reminds us that the love of God is always ul mately the last Word spoken. God has the last say 
and he will not leave us hanging on our cross. 

This week, digest the Word more a en vely, more carefully, allow that message of hope, forgiveness 
and love to seep through your heart, mind and soul so that in a me of great fear and uncertainty in the 
world, we may be a conduit of hope, forgiveness and love to others. 

Having said that, I want to leave you with a challenge: Embrace this Holy Season! Allow it to capture 
your a en on and cap vate your thoughts. Grasp the beauty of Holy Week.  Don’t let this be just another 
spring break. Be concerned about where you will be going to Mass on Easter Sunday as opposed to being con-
cerned about who is hos ng the Easter dinner this year. 

Embrace this Holy Week! Celebrate the risen Christ this Easter. Then take that good news out into the 
world, especially to those places that most need to hear it and see it in ac on. That is what it means to be a 
person of faith and a person for others. 

I will be praying for you to have a spiritually frui ul Holy Week journey and I will end my words today 
by asking for your prayers as well. 

  

God bless you! 

 

Father Mateus 

The Sympathies of the parish community are 
extended to the family and friends of  

Joyce M. Cole whose Funeral Mass was held 
recently. Also, our condolences to fellow 
parishioner, Gerald Richard whose sister, 

Yvonne Cormier died recently in  
Prince Edward Island, Canada.  

Please remember them in your prayers. 

Zip it Up, It’s in the Bag! Lenten Loose Coin 
Drive to Benefit our St. Vincent de Paul Society 

who assist needy families in our 
area throughout the year.   
We are asking you to save up 
your change during Lent and 
place it in a zip lock bag and turn 
it in at Easter.  Every coin counts! 
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LENTEN GUIDELINES FOR FAST AND ABSTINENCE 
Lenten fast and abstinence regulations for the Diocese of Worcester are as follows: 
Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics four teen (14) years of age and older  on 
Ash Wednesday, Good Friday and all the Fridays of Lent. 
Fasting is to be observed by all Catholics who are eighteen (18) years of age but not yet fifty-nine 
(59) years of age on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION NEWS: 
 

Sunday, April 4th :  No Classes for children in Grades 1-10.  Enjoy your 
Easter whether it is in the company of family around the table in person 
or via zoom, facetime or Facebook!   
 
Homeschoolers: Still need to pick up your packet! Packets are 
available for pick up at the Rectory weekdays (Mon- Thur 9-5; Fri. 9-4.)  

We are quickly approaching the end of our Religious Education program for the year.  I 
ask that on April 18th completed packets be dropped off at the Parish Center to mark the 
conclusion of this year.  

 

This is the time of year when 
we ask you to support the  
Annual Partners in Charity  

Appeal. It is a way to generate 
joy in the lives of those served 

by our many agencies.  
 

Donation envelopes can  
be found at each church  

entrance.  
Thank you for your support!!  

Maysoon khair will be at our church this 
weekend, representing school of Joy for slow 
learner children and over a hundred Christian 
families who make their livelihood through 
the selling of their hand carved olive wood 
religious articles. After all masses there will 
be a display of these beautiful hand carved 
items; such as nativity scenes, crucifixes, 
rosaries, last supper and many other beautiful 
religious statues.  Please stop by and look 
over the carvings that are available and help 
support this self-help project to keep the 
Children and the Christians living in the Holy 
Land. Thank you and God Bless you! 
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Collection Report:  Last Week’s Stewardship $7,114.97 
   

Thank you for your ongoing support!  Thank you for the extra donations for  
fuel expenses and capital improvements! 

 

Chicken Fricot Lenten Special  
This Wednesday, March 31 - Take out Only 

From 4 - 6:30 PM (or until we run out)  
 

Light Supper includes  
16oz. Bowl of Chicken Fricot                                        

with bread and dessert. 
 

    $6 suggested donation 
 

                                                             All proceeds to benefit  
                         St. Cecilia’s St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
 
If you would like to help with soup preparation, serving or baking desserts please call 
Jeannine Brideau at 978-537-4697 

Yes, 
Dessert 

Too! 

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
           Par cipa ng in the Way of the Cross is such a powerful way for Chris ans to recall the passion of our 
Lord Jesus Christ during Lent. Chris ans in the Holy Land are faced with the par cular challenge of bringing 
their own suffering to the cross as they witness to the faith. The La n Patriarch of the Holy Land has been a 
voice for Chris ans living not just in Jerusalem, but also in Jordan, Syria and Lebanon. 
            Chris ans living in the Holy Land not only struggle to live their faith and worship in their parishes – 
they are also the stewards of the sacred places as Chris ans arrive in pilgrimage day a er day. Each year, 
the Holy Father asks Catholic parishes around the world to take up a Good Friday Collec on to support 
Chris ans in the Holy Land. In par cular, the collec on supports the work of the Franciscans in the sacred 
shrines and allows them to receive pilgrims, minister to the parishes, provide forma on and educa on in 
the communi es and schools, and care for the basic needs of the people in the Holy Land. Your support is 
essen al to their ministry. 
            For the past year the COVID pandemic has brought a halt to all pilgrimages and the associated 
means of support for the Chris an churches in the Middle East. Soon, travel to the Holy Land may resume 
safely and pilgrims once again will be able to experience walking in the footsteps of Christ and Our Blessed 
Mother. In the mean me, our brothers and sisters in the Holy Land are coun ng on you for help. 
            Please be generous in this year’s Good Friday collec on in your parish. I invite you to visit 
www.myfranciscan.org  to learn more about the good work made possible thanks to your response to this 
pon fical collec on. With your help, the Franciscans can con nue to be a light of hope to those living in 
darkness in the Holy Land. 
            With every prayerful best wish, I remain 
Sincerely yours in Christ,  
Most Reverend Robert J. McManus 
Bishop of Worcester  
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Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!
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Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Mail

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net
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David Pelletier: Parishioner 
165 Mechanic Street, Leominster 

www.legereins.com

LIFE CARE CENTER 
OF LEOMINSTER

Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation Facility

Contact Our
Admissions Department

PH 978-537-0771
FX 978-537-8421

Wright-Roy  
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE 
TO CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS!

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell 
Tax & Pension 
978-840-1040

978.368.7539
626 MAIN ST. • CLINTON MA 01510

CEMETERY LETTERING  
MARKERS  •  MONUMENTS

Regonini Zoll 
Memorials

Please Patronize ooooouuuuuuuuuurrrrr SSSSSpppppoonnsors
They make this Bulletin Possible

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services 
of North Central 

MA, Inc.

Having trouble with a tenant, landlord, 
neighbor, family, etc.? We can help. 

service CONTACT US today!

978-466-9595 or 
info@mediationncm.org

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

When patronizing our Sponsors 
let them know you saw them in the 

Church Bulletin.

Support Local 
Business

Volunteer With Us!
IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING, LOVING

Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

Veterans! Please  
consider our Vet-to-Vet 

Volunteer Program!

As a hospice volunteer, you can assist with a variety 
of activities from visiting patients, playing games or 
providing grief support. 

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Sell Ads for this Bulletin and more.

ADVERTISING SALES
PART TIME. WORK FROM HOME.

Contact us or send your resume to 
hr@thebostonpilot.com

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED! 
BLOOD TYPE “O” 

POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

DONOR FELL THROUGH!

Pauline and Joseph LeBreton
In Loving Memory

SHOP LOCALLY.
HELP KEEP THE LOCAL ECONOMY VIBRANT.


