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Baptisms: 
Please call the rectory in advance to schedule 

baptismal instruction. 
 

Marriages: 
Couple should contact the rectory at  

least one year in advance. A marriage preparation 
program is required..  

Pentecost Sunday 
 

May 23, 2021 

Rectory: 170 Mechanic Street  Leominster, Massachusetts 
Telephone (978) 537-6541  

Parish Website: stceciliachurch.net  /  Like St Cecilia’s Church on Facebook 
Parish Office Hours are Monday thru Thursday 9 am - 5 pm and Friday 9 am - 4 pm 

Rev. José A. Rodríguez 
Administrator 

 
Rev. Mateus Souza  

Associate Pastor 
 

Deacons  
Ronald J. Aubuchon 
Robert S. Connor, Jr. 

Welcome to Saint Cecilia! 
We warmly welcome all our parishioners 
and visitors attending public Mass as well 

as those watching live-stream. 
 

Celebration of the Eucharist 
 

Saturday Vigil Mass:   
4:00 P.M. 

 

Sunday Masses:   
7:00, 9:45 and 11:15 A.M. 

 

Weekday Masses: 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday at 6:30 A.M. 

 

Holy Day Masses:  
As Announced In Bulletin 

Confessions: 
(for safety instead of the confessionals we will 
use the room adjacent to the bathroom in the 
back of the church by the Mechanic Street  

entrance, please wear face mask): 
Wednesdays, 6:00 - 6:30 P.M. and  

Saturdays, 3:00 - 3:30 P.M. 

Saint Cecilia Church 
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Saturday May 22                                        Vigil Mass               Mass on pg. 111 
   4:00 p.m. George, Irene, Roger & Paul Hamel by their family 
Sunday May 23                                 Pentecost Sunday                                Mass on pg. 125 

7:00 a.m. Deceased members of the DeLisle family by Mark & Michelle 
9:45 a.m. Dorothy “Dottie” Martin by Lynda Kelly 

11:15 a.m. Lucien Houle (56th anniv.) by the family 
Monday May 24            Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church Mass on pg. 133 

 No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30am & St. Leo’s 8:30am 
Tuesday May 25                 St. Mary Magdalene de’ Pazzi, Virgin Mass on pg. 138 

No Morning Mass at St. Cecilia’s  —  Mass at: St. Anna’s 7:30am & St. Leo’s 8:30am 
Wednesday May 26                              St. Philip Neri, Priest                        Mass on pg. 140 

6:30 a.m. Gilles Comeau (1st anniv.) by Dina & Francois 
6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Confessions 

Thursday May 27                 St. Augustine of Canterbury, Bishop Mass on pg. 141 
6:30 a.m. Andre Breton (3rd anniv.) by the family 

Friday May 28                                        Weekday Mass on pg. 142 
6:30 a.m. Maurice Doucet by Shelly (Gould) & Rick Akatyszewski 

Saturday May 29                                  St. Paul VI, Pope Mass on pg. 143 
 No Morning Mass  

3:00 - 3:30 p.m.  Confessions 
Vigil Mass                                              Mass on pg. 144      

4:00 p.m. Denis J. Albert (14th anniv.) by the family 
Sunday May 30                             The Most Holy Trinity                                     Mass on pg. 144 

7:00 a.m. Jeanne Richard Harris by her grandchildren, Elise & Andre Dion 
9:45 a.m. Muriel Monroe by Tina Mittola 

11:15 a.m. Roger Gamache by Richard & Paul 

MMass   
 

 Intentions 

Our Lady, Health of the Sick, Pray For Us  
 

Please pray for those who are ill, especially: John Baker, John Gallant, Brian 

McGrath, RoseMarie McGrath and Claire Quiet.  If you know someone who needs 

prayers, call the rectory or email us at office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add 

them to our list for a month. 
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A Message from Father Mateus 
 

 Dear brothers and sisters, 
 

 Holy Pentecost is celebrated on the fiftieth day of Easter.  For the Jews, it was 
the feast of the gift of the Law of Moses: fifty days after Israel left Egypt, the 
people arrived at the foot of Mount Sinai and, there, received the Law and, by 
the pact of the Covenant, became forever  God's people.  It is also the feast of 
the first fruits: in the Holy Land, Pentecost was celebrated at the time of the har-
vest.  The first fruits of the earth were then taken to the Temple of God. 

 

 It was today, at the Pentecost of the Jews, when the apostles were gathered in Jerusalem, that the Lord 
Jesus, who had already breathed His Spirit on the Twelve (representing the whole Church), now effect-
ed in a portentous way, as at Sinai (wind, fire, earthquake), the Holy Spirit, marking the beginning of the 
Church's mission to announce and witness the Risen One to the ends of the earth. 
 

 The Spirit is the very life that now fills and sustains the Risen Jesus, so that to receive the Spirit is to 
receive Jesus' own life, His resurrection energy and power.  To understand in today's language: the 
Spirit is a "virus", the "virus" of Christ, dead and risen.  What does this "blessed virus" do?  “Christify us”, 
that is, it impregnates us with the life, feelings and attitudes of Christ Jesus. 
 

 It is a process that reaches its maximum after death: that virotic Spirit totally transfigures us, body and 
soul, according to Christ in His death and resurrection: the soul right after death;  the body, at the end of 
time, together with all of humanity, all of creation and all of history. 
 

 But how do you receive this Spirit?  How do you get into that experience that the apostles had when  
Jesus breathed on them and gave them the Spirit of peace and forgiveness of sins?  The answer is: 
through the Church's sacraments.  They are the gestures of the Risen Christ, who until the consumma-
tion of the centuries will act in his community and in every disciple of him.  In each sacrament, the      
Father invariably pours the Spirit of the Son to transfigure the Christian into Christ, so that, inserted in 
his glorious Body, that is, in the Church, he has access to the Father. 
 

 Let us see: in Baptism, the Spirit is given in water, as a new life in Christ ("Everyone who is in Christ is a 
new creature");  in Confirmation, it is given in oil, as a strength to build up the Church and testify before 
the world that Jesus is Lord ("You did not receive a spirit of fear, but the Spirit of strength ...");  in the  
Eucharist, He impregnates bread and wine, until he turns them into the Body and Blood of the Lord, 
filled with the Spirit of eternal life (“Whoever eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life. It is the 
Spirit of life…");  in marriage, it is given as the Spirit of love that unites Christ and the Church as hus-
band and wife in a new and eternal covenant, making husband and wife live love as the sacrament of 
the spousal covenant between Christ and His Catholic Church (“Husbands,  love your wives as Christ 
loved the Church and gave himself for her… ”). 
 

 In the Order, Bishops, priests and deacons receive the Spirit by the laying of hands, to be the presence 
of Christ the head, teacher and priest of the flock (“The Spirit of the Lord rests on me because the Lord 
has anointed me…);  in Penance, the Spirit is given by the laying of hands for the forgiveness of sins 
("Receive the Holy Spirit. Whomever you forgive sins, they will be forgiven");  in the Anointing of the 
Sick, the Spirit is given as relief and inner healing, so that the suffering Christian can unite with the 
Lord's cross ("Complete in my flesh what was lacking in the passion of Christ ...)". 
 

 Well, throughout our existence, the Spirit of the Lord bears witness to Jesus in the most intimate of 
us and transforms us into Christ.  Let us be docile to His action.  If the Spirit is a “good virus”, sin is 
a bad vaccine, which prevents the virus from acting and leaves it incubated in us, without producing 
its fruits… For this reason, St. Paul invites us to live not according to the flesh (sin), but according to 
the Spirit that dwells in us. 
 

 Let us be grateful to the Lord who showered us with his Spirit and be docile to his action in us.   
God bless you! 
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The Sympathies of the parish community are 
extended to the family and friends of  

Robert W. Champagne and  Kenneth F. Cote 
whose Funeral Services were held recently.  

Please remember them in your prayers. 

Collection Report:  
 

 Last Week’s Stewardship  $4,838.06 
  

Thank you for your ongoing support! 

PARTNERS IN CHARITY 
 

We have pledged so far:  $40,710   
which is 81% 
 

$9,290  Needed to reach goal  
 

Every dona on is welcomed because it does make a 
difference by suppor ng the works of charity, minis-
try and educa on of our local Church!!  Thank 
you!!! 
 

Envelopes are available in the church.  If you want 
to make an online dona on, go to the Partners in 
Charity, Diocese of Worcester website.  

We Can  
 

Do This! 

St. Cecilia’s Memorial Day Services  
will be held on Monday, May 31  

at 9:00 am at the Cemetery.  
 

Plan to attend this brief service as a family!  
Each year many of St. Cecilia’s parishion-
ers and friends attend the services in truly 
impressive numbers which is a beautiful 
tribute to the deceased family members, 
and to the Veterans of the Armed Services 
who have served our country.   

 

MEMORIAL DAY FLAGGING  
OF VETERANS’ GRAVES  

AT ST. CECILIA’S CEMETERY...  
COME HELP ON SATURDAY, MAY 29  

BEGINNING AT 7:30 A.M. 

Congratulations to those who received the sacrament of Holy Communion for the first time 
on May 2nd!  May it be the first of many times that they receive Jesus in a special way through the 
Eucharist, to help them grow in faith, love and in friendship with Him.  
 
Thanks to all who contributed in making it a special day for them to remember! 
Pictured below are two of our candidates: 

 

Landon Nutter Ethan Thebeau 
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I’m confident you’ve seen these little religious medals before.  They can be as inexpensive as get-
ting a handful for just a dollar, or forged in precious metals worth many hundreds of dollars.  The 
Miraculous Medal is a symbol of devotion and love recognized by the Catholic Church.  It is 
a support for those looking for a grace, for those facing a hard time in their lives, or for those who 
just want to remember every day that they are not alone, and have an endlessly good and loving 
Mother supporting and sustaining them.  That should cover just about every one of us, I think. 
 
The Miraculous Medal was originally introduced by the religious sister St. Catherine Laboure’ fol-
lowing the apparitions of the Blessed Virgin Mary to her in France in 1830.  A Feast Day is held for 
this medal on November 27, which commemorates when the apparitions occurred.  The Virgin 
spoke to Catherine, telling her to have a medal forged to contain the images and words it does, 
and told her: “All the people who will wear it will receive great graces especially if they wear it on 
their neck; graces will be generous for those who will wear it with trust.”  The story is amazing.  
Consider looking it up to learn more! 
 
There is a very powerful Novena surrounding this medal, so if you are looking for a new Novena to 
start for an intention, I strongly recommend the Miraculous Medal!  The daily prayers which can be 
said, are also very powerful – and extremely simple.  I know people who swear that their lives 
have been changed, and saved, by simply saying them each morning they wake up, and before 
they go to bed each night. 
 
The original prayer "O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us who have recourse to thee" is on 
the medal, itself.  An extended version was created by St. Maximillian Kolbe, as well.  I like the ex-
tended version, myself, as it encompasses more souls, “O Mary, conceived without sin, pray for us 
who have recourse to thee, and for all who do not have recourse to thee - especially the enemies 
of the Church and those recommended to you. Amen.” 
 
Whichever prayer you prefer, consider adding this powerful intercession to your arsenal, and pick 
up a medal to wear or carry with you wherever you go! 
 
Next week, “The Morning Offering.”  God Bless you all! 

Grow in Faith with Deacon Bob 
 

“The Miraculous Medal” 

 

 

Knights of Columbus #99 Fitchburg 
Chicken BBQ   

Monday May 31st   
165 Electric Ave Fitchburg  

at 12 noon eat in or take out  
 

 

Tickets are $12.00 and can be 
picked up at the bar by calling 
978-343-9841. The deadline to 
buy your tickets is Wednesday, 
May 26th.  No tickets will be 
sold after that date. 

Please Patronize Our Advertisers who 
sponsor our colorful weekly bulletin at no cost 
to the parish. Mention to them that you saw 
their ad in the bulletin.  

The Rosary is prayed Monday thru  
Friday at 3pm for all and a Men’s Rosary is 
prayed on Wednesdays at 7pm in the 
church. 
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Thank You to our Easter Flower Donors (in italics donated in loving honor/memory of) 

Ronald & Gail LeBlanc 
Joseph & Jeanne e Marcoux 
deceased members of Marcoux & Pothier family 
Madeleine Marcoux 
Thomas & Michelle McDermo  
Carla McGrath 
Richard & Rose Mason 
Kenneth & Cindy McKenney 
Paul Melanson 
deceased members of Clarence & Odile Melanson family 
Robert & Elaine Membrino 
Lawrence & Diane Orne 
Gerard & Jeanne e Mar n, Nicole Conforty 
Delima Pelle er 
J. Romeo Pelle er, Mr. & Mrs. Tilmon Boudreau and 
Mr. & Mrs. David Pelle er 
James & Donna Peloquin 
Alvin & Pauline Malo, Pauline Peloquin 
Paul & Estelle Pothier 
James & Anne e Provo 
Mr. & Mrs. James E. Provo, Paul A. Tessier 

Marie Richard 
Wilfred Richard 
Marie Germaine Richard 
Fidele Richard 
Yve e Richard 
Eloi Richard 
Claire Robichaud 
deceased members of the Robichaud family 
Hans & Jo-Anne Rolla 
Lucille Salvatore 
Doris Sideleau 
Chaille & Elizabeth Sims 
deceased members of the Daigle, Sims & Eagle family 
Denise Snow 
Ronald & Carole Storro 
Ronald E. Storro & Marie Rita Nowak 
Gertrude VanMolle 
Edward & Janie Vowles 
Edward & Kathleen Vowles 
Edward & Jane Walsh 
Lawrence & Linda Weaver 
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VACATION BIBLE CAMP (VBC/VBS):  VBC offers us the opportunity to 
break away from the traditional classroom learning environment.  We missed 
the opportunity to share our faith with a different approach last summer be-
cause of COVID restrictions. 
 
We would like to offer this opportunity to our children this summer the week 
of AUGUST 9th-13th from 9:00AM-12:00PM 

 
In order to offer Vacation Bible Camp (VBC/ VBS) we need your help.  We need:  

Junior crew members- to guide/lead the younger children (grades 6-8) 
Crew members-Journey through the adventure with the children 
Crew leaders- Share the message of the day- guidance and script (don’t need to memorize) 

provided 
Crew techy- Able to take pictures and create short re-cap of the day video 
 

If you can help every day, a few days or if you have some questions reach out to Paula at  
978-537-6541 or pd@stceciliachurch.net or complete the form below and return it to the 
rectory -170 Mechanic St. via the collection basket, email, postal mail or dropping it off. 
 
Name: _____________________________________________     Phone #: _____________________________ 
 
 
Email: _____________________________________   
 
 
I am interested in helping as a: 
 
_____ Crew Member       _____ Crew Leader      _____ Crew Techy          _____ I would like more information 



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008

Catholic Cruises and Tours and The Apostleship of The Sea of the United States of America

Catholic Cruises and Tours to Worldwide Destinations

Call us today at 860-399-1785 or email Janet@CatholicCruisesandTours.com
www.CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Take your 

FAITH ON A 

JOURNEY
Catholic Cruises and Tours

Holy Land Discovery • Fatima, Lourdes and Shrines of Spain • Grand Catholic Italy • Footsteps of 
Apostle Paul • Shrines of Alpine Europe • Pilgrimage to Lourdes •  Scottish Highlands  

• Camino, A walking journey for the soul

Mass is included with all of our tours!
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Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Mail

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net
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Wright-Roy  
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

TEMPORARILY SUSPENDED DUE 
TO CAPACITY RESTRICTIONS!

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell 
Tax & Pension 
978-840-1040

978.368.7539
626 MAIN ST. • CLINTON MA 01510

CEMETERY LETTERING  
MARKERS  •  MONUMENTS

Regonini Zoll 
Memorials

Rosaries from Flowers 
“Handmade from the Flowers 

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street 
Tewksbury, MA 01876 

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services of North Central MA, Inc.
Having trouble with a tenant, landlord, 

neighbor, family, etc.? We can help. 

service CONTACT US today!

978-466-9595 or 
info@mediationncm.org

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

Volunteer With Us!
IF YOU ARE COMPASSIONATE, 

CARING, LOVING

Auburn: 508-845-2379
patricia.larochelle@compassus.com

Veterans! Please  
consider our Vet-to-Vet 

Volunteer Program!

As a hospice volunteer, you can assist with a variety 
of activities from visiting patients, playing games or 
providing grief support. 

Jeanne and Alfred Favini 
 In Loving Memory

Due to  the COVID-19 outbreak, 
businesses and consumer behavior 

are significantly impacted.

Please consider supporting the 
sponsors on the back pages to help 

keep the local economy strong.

Also, visit their websites to see how they 
can assist you with any of their services 

you may need through these difficult times. 

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

508.875.7600
371 Worcester Rd., Rte 9 (Rear) / Framingham 

www.automaticapplianceservice.com 
Amana - Speed Queen - Kitchen Aid - Maytag 
Whirlpool - Frigidaire - GE - LG - Electrolux

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS

508.875.7600
373777171 Worceste3773777777771 r Rd., Rte 9 (Rear) / Framinghammmmmmmmmmmm

www.automaticapplianceservice.com
Amaana - SpeemanmaamaaanA anaA aA a d Queen - Kitchen Aid - Maytytttytagytaagtaaatattataytyyty
Whirlpirlpirlporlpool - W irlpiW rW rllWWW rllWWW llppW ppppp Frigidaire - GE - LG - Electrolloluroluxllolrolooolooolrororo

Sell Ads for this Bulletin and more.

ADVERTISING SALES
PART TIME. WORK FROM HOME.

Contact us or send your resume to hr@thebostonpilot.com

KIDNEY TRANSPLANT DONOR NEEDED! 

BLOOD TYPE “O” 
POSITIVE

CONTACT: SAVELICIA@GMAIL.COM 

DONOR FELL THROUGH!
SAVE A LIFE

AD SPACE 
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771


