
SAINT CECILIA’S CHURCH 
‘Go tell John that the blind regain their sight!’ 

Christ healing the Blind Man, by Andrei Mironov 



Dear brothers and sisters,

The engineering studies on repair of the gutters have now reached the stage where we are gathering 
estimates on what it will cost to accomplish a definitive repair. Hopefully, within the next few weeks 
we will be able to secure a firm price from our various contractors and proceed with those parts of the 
project which can be accomplished during the winter months.

Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc. is the Engineering firm who have been developing these plans. 
My first experience with WJE was with the restoration of Saint Paul’s Cathedral Bell Tower, a project 
which is now completed and will assure the integrity of this structure for generations to come. With 
over six hundred engineers and architects in twenty offices across the United States, WJE has been 
called the nation's premier firm of expert structural engineers, architects, and materials scientists 
solving complex problems in contemporary and historic structures. They were hired by the 
Commonwealth to conduct the safety audits for the Big Dig in 2006 and the National Park Service to 
survey earthquake damage to the Washington Monument. With their advice, the Gateway Arch in Saint 
Louis was restored, and they were the firm responsible for the reconstruction of TWA 800 when it 
exploded shortly after takeoff in 1996. 

After many starts and stops with temporary repairs of the largest gothic Church in central 
Massachusetts, we are finally benefitting from the best advice from the best experts in maintaining 
historic buildings in the United States.

As you know, we will begin interior renovations only once we have secured the integrity of “the 
envelope” of the Church, hopefully by next spring. While the gutters are our immediate concern, other 
questions involving roofing surfaces (fortunately, the main roof is in great shape!) and masonry are also 
being studied.

In all of this, we are being assisted by Nate Schroeder, Diocesan Director of Facilities, the Diocesan 
Building Commission and our own expert crew of Facilities Manager Denis Leger and Special Projects 
Manager Adam Cormier.

In any case, I wanted to keep you up to date on the project as we seek to preserve this magnificent 
monument for generations to come!

In the Lord,

Monsignor Moroney

WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA
PASTORAL REFLECTIO S
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The Penitent Mary Magdalene, by Caravaggio

ACTS OF CO TRITIO

Do you remember the Act of Contrition
which you learned as a little child for the 
first time you went to confession?  Did you 
know there are many different forms of the 
Act of Contrition? In fact, the Rite of 
Penance gives us twelve different “sample” 
Acts of Contrition.

But don’t worry!  An Act of Contrition in 
your own words is just as good as any of 
these formulas. The important thing is to 
tell God that you are sorry for your sins 
and ask his help in the future.

What a wonderful gift the Sacrament of 
Penance is, which is why we celebrate the 
Sacrament three times every week: on 
Wednesday evenings at 6:00pm and every 
Saturday at 9:00am and 3:00pm.

I
O my God, I am sorry and repent with all 
my heart for all the wrong I have done 
and for the good I have failed to do, 
because by sinning I have offended you, 
who are all good and worthy to be loved 
above all things. I firmly resolve, with the 
help of your grace, to do penance, to sin no 
more, and to avoid the occasions of sin. 

II
Through the merits of the Passion of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, Lord, have mercy.

III
Ps 25 [24]:6-7
Remember, Lord, the compassion and 
mercy you showed long ago. Do not recall 
my sins and failings. In your mercy 
remember me, Lord, because of your 
goodness.    

IV
Ps 51 [50]:4-5
Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity and 
cleanse me from my sin. I acknowledge my 
offense; my sin is before me always.

V
Lk 15:18; 18:13
Father, I have sinned against you and I am 
not worthy to be called your son. Be 
merciful to me, a sinner. 



X
Have mercy on me, O God, according to 
your merciful love; turn your face from 
my sins and blot out all my guilt; create a 
pure heart in me, O God, renew an 
upright spirit deep within me.

XI
Lord Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner.

XII
O my God, I am heartily sorry for having 
offended you, and I detest all my sins 
because of your just punishments, but 
most of all because they offend you, my 
God, who are all good and deserving of 
all my love. I firmly resolve, with the 
help of your grace, to sin no more and to 
avoid the near occasions of sin. Amen.

VI
O God, most merciful Father, like the 
Prodigal Son, I turn to you and say: I have 
sinned against you; I am no longer worthy 
to be called your child. O Jesus Christ, 
Savior of the world, like the thief to whom 
you opened the gates of Paradise, I beg you: 
Lord, remember me in your Kingdom. O 
Holy Spirit, fount of love, with trust I call 
upon you: Purify me; make me walk as a 
child of the light.

VII
Lord Jesus, who opened the eyes of the 
blind, healed the sick, forgave the sinful 
woman, and, after his denial, confirmed 
Peter in your love, hear my plea: forgive all 
my sins, renew me in your love, and grant 
that I may live in perfect communion with 
my brothers and sisters and so proclaim 
your salvation to all.

VIII
Lord Jesus, who chose to be called the 
friend of sinners, through the mystery of 
your Death and Resurrection, free me from 
my sins. May your peace grow strong in 
me, that I may bear the fruits of charity, 
justice, and truth.

IX
Lord Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, who take 
away the sin of the world, through the grace 
of the Holy Spirit be pleased to reconcile 
me with your Father; cleanse me in your 
Blood from every fault and make me fully 
alive to the praise of your glory.



Please pray for

The following Catechumens: Crystal Ortiz, Jenalise Sanchez, Damian Sanchez and Charles 
Hill as well as Candidates: Darcy Belliveau, Orlando Sanchez and Matthew Tambling as they 
journey in the RCIA process to receive their Sacraments 
at the Easter Vigil in April. 

For those who are ill, especially: Jeannine Fortier, 
Mary Crochetiere, Riley Watts, Terrie Cote, Viola Cyr, 
Leanne Davis, Erin, Janet and Kate. If you know some-
one who needs prayers, call the rectory or email us at 
office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our 
list for a month or so.

Religious Education Students
Monday, December 12th Grades 7 10:  Classes 
continue this week from 7:00 8:15 PM. Please enter and 
exit the Parish Center through the door where the Third & 
Fourth St. parking lots meet.   

Sunday, December 18th – Catechesis of the Good 
Shepherd (CGS) Grade 6: Classes continue this 
week from 9:45 11:00 AM.  Please enter and exit the 
Parish Center through the door where the Third & Fourth 
St. parking lots meet. 

As we continue to prepare for Christmas this Advent, 
we are excited to present our Christmas Pageant with 
some of our youngest parishioners reminding us to 
stop and reflect about the love and joy the Christmas 
Season offers us to partake in. 

Plan to join us at the 11:15 Mass next Sunday, Dec. 
18th as the children perform the Nativity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ before the recessional hymn.

Protect & Heal

Believe in the possibility of help and healing.  If you 
have been abused or victimized by someone representing 
the Catholic Church, call Judith Audette at the Worcester 

Diocesan Office for Healing and 
Prevention at 508 929 4363.



Last Weekend’s Collection was $6,914.29.  Thank You!

Pre Orders Only, Orders Must be received by this Monday, December 12
Limited quantity available!

How many do you want? @ $15 a piece,
Baked ______ I enclose payment for $_________
Unbaked______
Meat Pies can be picked up on Wednesday, December 21 from 11am 5pm at the 
Parish Center. Keep this green receipt for your records and send us the white 
ORDER FORM with your payment.

Christmas Meat Pie Order Form to be Submitted by this Monday, December 12th

Name_____________________________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________________

Phone________________________

How many do you want? @ $15 a piece,
Baked ______ I enclose payment for $_________
Unbaked______

Please make checks payable to St. Cecilia Parish. Just drop this form off at the rectory ot put it in the 
collection basket in an envelope marked MEAT PIE ORDER.

Thanks to everyone who took a gift tag from this year’s Giving Tree may 
God bless your kindness and generosity.  Please return the unwrapped gift 
with the tag attached before or  after  Masses on the weekends. The 
deadline for returns is next weekend December 17th and 18th so that 
we may distribute the gifts in plenty of time for Santa! Thank you again. 

Prayer to Our Lady of Guadalupe

Our Lady of Guadalupe, Mystical Rose, 
make intercession for the Holy Church, 
protect the Sovereign Pontiff, help all those 
who invoke thee in their necessities, and 
since thou art the ever Virgin Mary, and 
Mother of the True God, obtain for us from 
thy most holy Son  the grace of keeping our 
faith, of sweet hope in the midst of the 
bitterness of life, of burning charity, and
the precious gift of final perseverance. 
Amen

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Feast Day December 12



1. On March 27, 2020, at an early point in the global 
pandemic, Pope Francis walked alone in the rain across 
an empty St. Peter's Square to offer prayer for the 
world in a time of crisis. “Faith,” he said, "begins when 
we realize we are in need of salvation. We are not self-
sufficient; by ourselves we founder: we need the Lord, 
like ancient navigators needed the stars." Recalling 
when Jesus was asleep in the boat as a tempest was 
raging, the Holy Father said, "The Lord awakens so as 
to reawaken and revive our Easter faith.'? On that day, 
Pope Francis presided over the rite of Eucharistic 
Exposition and Benediction in order to focus our 
attention on the presence of Christ in the Blessed 
Sacrament. The Pope was reminding us that even in a 
time of turbulence and crisis, Jesus is present among 
us, as present as he was long ago in the boat on the Sea 
of Galilee.

2. In similar fashion, Pope Saint John Paul II reminded 
us of this ongoing presence when he repeated to us the 
words of Christ: I am with you always, to the end of the 
age (Matthew 28:20). He proclaimed: "This promise of 
Christ never ceases to resound in the Church as the 
fertile secret of her life and the wellspring of her hope. 
As the day of Resurrection, Sunday is not only the 
remembrance of a past event: it is a celebration of the 
living presence of the Risen Lord in the midst of his 
own people."

3. We call on these inspiring words of the saintly Pope 
John Paul II as we offer these reflections on the 
importance of the Eucharist in the life of the Church. 
We do so mindful of how the pandemic has forced us 
to stay physically distant from one another and, for a 
time, to view the celebration of the Mass on a 
television or computer screen. Many of the faithful 
appear to have had their faith and their desire for the 
Eucharist strengthened by such a long separation. At 
the same time, as pastors we sense that others, having 
lived without Mass for so long, may have become 
discouraged or accustomed to life without the 
Eucharist. In many ways the pandemic is still with us.

4. As Christians we know that we need Christ to be 
present in our lives. He is our very sustenance as he 

reminded us: unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man 
and drink his blood, you do not have life within you (Jn 
6:53).

5. The Lord accompanies us in many ways, but none as 
profound as when we encounter him in the Eucharist. 
On our journey toward eternal life, Christ nourishes us 
with his very self. Once, when told by someone that 
she no longer saw the point of going to daily Mass, the 
Servant of God Dorothy Day reflected: "We go eat of 
this fruit of the tree of life because Jesus told us to .... 
He took upon himself our humanity that we might 
share in his divinity. We are nourished by his flesh that 
we may grow to be other Christs. I believe this 
literally, just as I believe the child is nourished by the 
milk from his mother's breast.?"

6. Yet, we also know that he is present to us in a way 
that binds us together as one body, which we proclaim 
by our "Amen" in responding to the invitation: The 
Body of Christ. Again, we call on the words of the 
beloved Polish pope: "For this presence to be properly 
proclaimed and lived, it is not enough that the disciples 
of Christ pray individually and commemorate the death 
and Resurrection of Christ inwardly, in the secrecy of 
their hearts. Those who have received the grace of 
baptism are not saved as individuals alone, but as 
members of the Mystical Body, having become part of 
the People of God."

7. As we continue to welcome people back to the 
communal celebration of the Mass, it must be 
acknowledged that no document can exhaust the 
mystery of the gift of the Eucharist. Nevertheless, at 
various times, it is desirable to reflect on certain facets 
of the mystery that are relevant to contemporary issues 
and challenges and that help us to appreciate more 
deeply the gift of grace that has been given to us. At 
this particular moment for the Church in the United 
States, with its many challenges, we would like to 
reflect on Christ's gift of himself in the Eucharist and 
our response to that gift.

THE MYSTERY OF THE EUCHARIST 
IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

Over the next several weeks, we will be publishing excerpts from the United States’ 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ letter on the importance of the Eucharist in the life of the 
Church. We hope you enjoy this first of nine excerpts from the Bishops’ letter.
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   Mass Intentions

Monday	 December 12	 	 Our Lady of Guadalupe	 	 	 	

Tuesday	 December 13	 	 Saint Lucy	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Wednesday	 December 14	 	 Saint John of the Cross	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Thursday	 December 15	 	 Weekday in Advent	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Friday		 December 16	 	 Weekday in Advent	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Saturday	 December 17	 	 Weekday in Advent	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

Saturday	 December 17	 	 Fourth Sunday of Advent	 	 	  Breaking Bread, page 42	

Sunday	 December 11	 	 Third Sunday of Advent	 	 	 Breaking Bread, page 38	
4:00pm Wilfred Richard, by Jacques and Yvette

7:00am Andrew Bergeron, by Mr. and Mrs. James W. Provo 
9:45am Stella LeBlanc (20th Anniv.), by her brothers and sisters 
11:15am Arthur Raymond Marcoux (4th Anniv.), by his mother

6:30am For the People of Saint Cecilia Parish 

6:30am Gerard Guilmette, by Wil Gariepy

6:30am Claire L. Richard (30th day Anniv.) 

9:00am Deceased members of the Pothier and Marcoux Families, by Joseph and Jeanette Marcoux 
6:00pm Phyllis Tisdale, by Mr. And Mrs. Roger St. Cyr

9:00am The Children of the Schafer family, by their parents                       

9:00am Beverly Sherwin Farias, by Jean-Noel and Anne-Marie Bernard

4:00pm Alfred Bernard, by Yvette and Jacques

7:00am Leo Bolduc (6th Anniv.), by Cecile and Lary Gladding 
9:45am Eva and Louis Daigle, by the Family 
11:15am Danny Gould (29th Anniv.), by Rose Gould

Saturday	 December 10	 	 Third Sunday of Advent	 	 	 Breaking Bread, page 38	

Sunday	 December 18	 	 Fourth Sunday of Advent	 	 	 Breaking Bread, page 42	
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CALL 1-866-557-0753promo code N7017
TM

* Prices are per person based on double occupancy plus up to $299 in taxes & fees. Single supplement and seasonal surcharges may apply. Add-on airfare available. Free date changes 100 days before departure for all land tours and cruise tours. 
Deposits and final payments are non-refundable.  Onboard Credit requires purchase of Ocean View or Balcony Cabin. Offers apply to new bookings only, made by 12/31/22. Other terms & conditions may apply. Ask your Travel Consultant for details.

BEST OF HAWAII FOUR-ISLAND TOUR GRAND ALASKAN CRUISE & TOUR

Oahu • Hawaii Island • Kauai • Maui — Enjoy a 
fully guided 4-island Hawaiian vacation with centrally 
located lodging in Waikiki on Oahu, and beachfront 
lodging on the “Big Island” of Hawaii, Kauai, and Maui. 
Guided throughout by our friendly Tour Directors—your 
local experts. Includes 3 inter-island flights.

Vancouver • Ketchikan • Juneau • Skagway • Glacier 
Bay • Anchorage • Denali National Park • Fairbanks • 
and more — Visit Denali National Park and Glacier Bay 
National Park on the same incredible trip! Cruise through 
the Gulf of Alaska and the Inside Passage as you discover 
the best of the Frontier State by land and by sea.

12 days, departs year-round 12 days, departs May - September 2023

FROM
$2,749

$2,499*

FROM
$2,049

$1,799*

FREE ONBOARD CREDIT

PLAN YOUR DREAM VACATION – FREE DATE CHANGES

Now you can fi nally have all of the 
soothing benefi ts of a relaxing warm 
bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing 
shower while seated or standing 
with Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s 
FREE Shower Package!

First walk-in tub available with a 
customizable shower

Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable 
for your height and pivots to off er a 
seated shower option

High-quality tub complete with a 
comprehensive lifetime warranty on 
the entire tub

Top-of-the-line installation and service, 
all included at one low, aff ordable price

Now you can have the best of  
both worlds–there isn’t a better, 
more aff ordable walk-in tub!

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub
                       Featuring our Free Shower Package

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER 
PACKAGE

PLUS $1600 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-855-408-5943

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. 
Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub purchase. 

Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. 
Must present offer at time of purchase.

CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

1-855-408-5943
Call Today for Your Free Shower Package

FINANCING 
AVAILABLE 

WITH APPROVED 
CREDIT

SPECIAL OFFER

Get your FREE Information Kit
Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating (in GA: Designated) Providers and 
Preventive Benefits Rider. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this 
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not 
available in CO, NY; call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; 
PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds: 
B438, B439 (GA: B439B).
6208-0721

DENTAL Insurance

If you’ve put off dental care, it’s easy to 
get back on track. Call Physicians Mutual 
Insurance Company now for inexpensive 
dental insurance. Get help paying for the 
dental care you need. 

Getting back to the dentist  
couldn’t be easier!

CALL TODAY
1-866-615-0296 

Dental50Plus.com/pilots
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Call 1-855-382-8750 to order item 491X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H3YG01

* Only $23.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48 
contiguous  states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H3YG01

SAVE $14!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2399*

Special limited- 
time offer!

Awesome Oranges!

Grove
Navels

Tangerines

Petite Red 
Navels

Petite Navel

Picked fresh
from the Grove

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

What kinds of vehicles can I donate?
Veteran Car Donations accepts most cars, trucks, boats, RVs, 
and motorcycles. We can pick up your vehicle, running or not. 

It gets better: your car donation can be picked up within 
24 hours, and in some cases even the same day.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (844) 518-0031 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (844) 518-0031

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your 
vehicle for FREE -  

at a time and place 
convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

844-518-0031
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (844) 518-0031

How Your Vehicle Donation Helps Veterans
Your vehicle donation directly helps us to provide our nation’s 
heroes with much needed programs and services, such as:

• Essential Medical Care and Mental Health Services

• Mentoring, Job Skills Training, and Employment Assistance

• Food, Emergency Shelter, and Housing for Homeless Veterans

• Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Therapy and Grief Counseling

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-888-674-0885A FREE ESTIMATE

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation (855) 625-9032

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom storage solutions for your new or existing cabinets makes space for
everything, so you can spend your time making memories. 

*Limit one off er per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. EXP 12/31/22 
Independently owned and operated franchise. © 2022 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Your kitchen 
wishes 
granted. 50% OFF

INSTALL!
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Wright-Roy 
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

. Air Conditioned

. 2 Progressive Games
Doors Open @ 4:00

. 2 Winner-take-all games

. 20 $10 Door Prizes

“God is Love”
1 John 4:8 

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell
Tax & Pension
978-840-1040

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services 
of North Central 

MA, Inc.

Having trouble with a tenant, landlord, 
neighbor, family, etc.? We can help. 

service CONTACT US today!

978-466-9595 or 
info@mediationncm.org

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net • 978-534-0849

- Est. 1988 -

Helpingg Sellerss andd Buyerss sincee 1985

Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s for over 75 years!
Right Coverage. Right Price. Right Choice.

Home • Auto • Business • Life

Legere Insurance David Pelletier • Brian Allain
978-534-8329   www.choice-insurance.com165 Mechanic St. 

Leominster, MA

Online Bulletin Delivery
Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletin

in your inbox every week.

Go to  www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Cell: 978.514.3423
Office: 978.840.4014
Douglas.Tammelin@NEMoves.com

4 Monument Square
Leominster, MA 01453

DOUGLAS TAMMELIN, 
REALTOR®

Leominster Resident
Call for a FREE Market Analysis!

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 
6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 71941. Standard S&H added per address. 

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
(5 oz.)

(5 oz.)
(6 oz.)

(3.8 oz.)
(4 oz.)

(3.1 oz.)
8 FREE8 FREE PureGround (6 oz.)

71941GHZ   separately $225.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 

$9999

8 BURGERS FREE

ORDER NOW! 1.877.858.9308 
OmahaSteaks.com/GiftGiving3544

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 401-9893

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!


