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Dear brothers and sisters, 

What a wonderful celebration of Christmas we have had! The hundreds of twinkling 
lights, the massive Christmas Trees, the Manger, the magnificent music  the incense, 
the prayers…it all made our hearts gathered within the Church glow with warmth, 
despite the frigid temperatures on the outside! 

And did you see how many people there were! According to my count we had far 
more than twice the number as Christmas last year. Perhaps we can cautiously start to 
use the phrase “post-pandemic” (even though a whole bunch of our parishioners were 
out with COVID-19 last weekend). 

It was a wonderful start to the Christmas Season. I say “start” because last week we 
also celebrated the “octave,” or eight days following the Solemnity of the Nativity of 
the Lord. All the weekday Masses during the octave were in the main Church, so that 
everyone could meditate amidst the twinkling lights. To be honest, this also gave us a 
chance to install a new rug in the Chapel sanctuary and fix the squeaking boards 
behind the altar! 

This weekend we celebrate the Solemnity of Holy Mary, Mother of God, with which 
we begin the new civil year. A Happy and Blessed New Year to each and every one of 
you!  Just imagine what wonders God will work in our Church during the coming 
year! 

Ne t weekend we celebrate the Epiphany of the Lord. The Season of Christmas 
draws to a close the next day with the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. So, Merry 
Christmas, and thank you for making Saint Cecilia’s the holy, exciting and growing 
parish which it is! 

In the Lord, 

Monsignor Moroney 

PASTORAL  
REFLECTIO S



Please pray for those who are ill, especially: 

Stephanie Matthews, Linda Kinsey, Lubica Vidrine, Marie 
Cyr, Jeannine Fortier, Mary Crochetiere, Riley Watts and 
Kate. If you know someone who needs prayers, call the 
rectory or email us at office@stceciliachurch.net and we 
will add them to our list for a month or so.

Religious Education Students
Happy New Year!

We look forward to seeing our Catechesis of the Good Shepherd 
thru Grade 6 students return on Sunday, January 8th and students 
in Grades 7 thru 10 on January 9th. We hope you are all enjoying 
your break.

Don’t forget to get your Calendar Tickets in by 
Tuesday! We do have additional calendars 
available for purchase at the rectory. Drawings 
starting this Wednesday! 

CALENDAR RAFFLE DRAWINGS
Wednesday nights at 7pm on 

St. Cecilia’s Church Facebook Page
      JANUARY 4 - Draw for January 1-10

       JANUARY 11 - Draw for January 11-17
       JANUARY 18 - Draw for January 18-24
       JANUARY 25 - Draw for January 25-31

All winners will receive a phone call the day 
after the drawings.

Good Luck to All!

Fresh Frozen 
Meat Pies for Sale

$15 each
Call the Rectory 

to Purchase

“And Mary kept all 
these things, reflecting 
on them in her heart.”
(LUKE 2:19)

After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal 
steward. Her entire life was lived in obedience 
to God’s call. She heard God’s message, and 
immediately said “yes.” Mary teaches us to live 
with joy and gratitude for the many blessings 
God has given us. Just as the moon reflects the 
light of the sun, Mary reflects the light of Christ. 
Like Mary, we are called to reflect Christ’s 
light to the world. We do this through lives of 
gratitude and generosity. 

Last Weekend’s Collection 
was $15,636.29 

Thank You!

The Parish Office will be closed on 
Monday, January 2.  The office will 

re-open on Tuesday, January 3 at 10am.



THE OLDEST DEVOTIO  TO MARY
The oldest prayer to the Virgin Mary is found written in Greek on a papyrus fragment 
discovered in Egypt in 1920.1  Many scholars believe it dates back to as early as 259 AD. 
It is known in the Roman Rite by the first three word  of its Latin translation, Sub tuum 
praesidium. Here is an English translation: 

We fly to your protection, 
O Holy Mother of God; 
Do not despise our petitions 
in our necessities, 
but deliver us always 
from all dangers, 
O Glorious and Blessed Virgin. 

Pope Francis has recommended that this prayer be prayed for the unity of the Church in 
the face of scandals and accusations. “Russian mystics,” he wrote, “and the great saints of 
all the traditions advised, in moments of spiritual turbulence, to shelter beneath the 
mantle of the Holy Mother of God pronouncing the invocation Sub Tuum Praesidium.” 

The oldest picture of the Virgin Mary is found in the 
Catacombs of Saint Priscilla in Rome and dates to 
roughly the same period as the prayer.  

Mary is nursing the Christ child in this fresco, as she 
looks down at the viewer. She wears a garment of wool 
(the dress of Roman women) with a short veil 
(indicating she is a virgin). Jesus is also looking over 
her shoulder at the Prophet Balaam (dressed in a 
prophet’s long cloak), who is pointing to a star. Balaam 
is the one who prophesied, “There shall come a star out 
of Jacob, and a leader shall rise in Israel,”2  

It is Saint Irenaeus, writing around the same time as this 
fresco was painted, who connects the prophecy of 
Balaam to the Epiphany story told by Saint Matthew, 
where the Magi exclaim: “For we have seen His star in 
the east, and  come to worship Him…”3 

 Rylands 470.1

 Numbers 24:17.2

 Matthew 2:23



Communion with Christ 
and the Church

24. When we receive Holy Communion, Christ is 
giving himself to us. He comes to us in all humility, as 
he came to us in the Incarnation, so that we may 
receive him and become one with him. Christ gives 
himself to us so that we may continue the pilgrim path 
toward life with him in the fullness of the Kingdom of 
God. The fourteenth-century Orthodox theologian 
Nicholas Cabasilas described this sacrament by saying, 
"unlike any other sacrament, the mystery [ of the 
Eucharist] is so perfect that it brings us to the heights 
of every good thing: here is the ultimate goal of every 
human desire, because here we attain God and God 
joins himself to us in the most perfect union." Through 
this sacrament, the pilgrim Church is nourished, 
deepening her communion with the Triune God and 
consequently that of her members with one another. 

25. The Sacrament of the Eucharist is called Holy 
Communion precisely because, by placing us in 
intimate communion with the sacrifice of Christ, we 
are placed in intimate communion with him and, 
through him, with each other. Therefore, the Eucharist 
is called Holy Communion because it is "the 
efficacious sign and sublime cause of that communion 
in the divine life and that unity of the People of God by 
which the Church is kept in being." How can we 
understand this? The Gospel of John recounts that, 
when Jesus died on the cross, blood and water flowed 
out (Jn 19:34), symbolic of Baptism and the Eucharist. 
The Second Vatican Council teaches, "The origin and 
growth of the Church are symbolized by the blood and 
water which flowed from the open side of the crucified 
Jesus," and that "it was from the side of Christ as he 
slept the sleep of death upon the cross that there came 
forth the wondrous sacrament of the whole Church." In 
this image from the Gospel of John, we see that the 
Church, the Bride of the Lamb, is born from the 
sacrificial love of Christ in his self-offering on the 
cross. The Eucharist re-presents this one sacrifice so 
that we are placed in communion with it and with the 
divine love from which it flows forth. We are placed in 
communion with each other through this love which is 

given to us. That is why we can say, "the 
Eucharist makes the Church."

26. We are first incorporated into the Body of Christ, 
the Church, through the waters of Baptism. Yet 
Baptism, like the other sacraments, is ordered toward 
Eucharistic communion. The Second Vatican Council 
teaches

The other sacraments, as well as with every ministry 
of the Church and every work of the apostolate, are 
tied together with the Eucharist and are directed 
toward it. The Most Blessed Eucharist contains the 
entire spiritual boon of the Church, that is, Christ 
himself, our Pasch and Living Bread, by the action of 
the Holy Spirit through his very flesh vital and 
vitalizing, giving life to men who are thus invited and 
encouraged to offer themselves, their labors and all 
created things, together with him.

The Council Fathers continue, 

In this light, the Eucharist shows itself as the source 
and the apex of the whole work of preaching the 
Gospel. Those under instruction are introduced by 
stages to a sharing in the Eucharist, and the faithful, 
already marked with the seal of Baptism and 
Confirmation, are through the reception of the 
Eucharist fully joined to the Body of Christ. 

That is why the Council calls the eucharistic sacrifice 
"the source and summit of the Christian life."

27. St. Paul emphasizes that this communion exists not 
only among ourselves but also with those who came 
before us. In addressing the Church at Corinth, he 
praises them for holding fast to the traditions, just as I 
handed them on to you (1 Cor 11 :2). Later, he 
highlights the Eucharist as a sacred tradition handed on 
by Christ to the Apostles, and in which we now share: 
For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to 
you (1 Cor 11 :23). During every Mass we are united 
with all the holy men and women, the saints, who have 
preceded us.

THE MYSTERY OF THE EUCHARIST 
IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

Over the next several weeks, we will be publishing excerpts from the United States’ 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ letter on the importance of the Eucharist in the life of the 
Church. We hope you enjoy this fourth of nine excerpts from the Bishops’ letter.



28. The obligation to attend Mass each Sunday, the 
Lord's Day, on which we commemorate the 
Resurrection of Jesus, and on other holy days of 
obligation, is therefore a vital expression of our unity 
as members of the Body of Christ, the Church. It is 
also a manifestation of the truth that we are utterly 
dependent upon God and his grace. A third-century 
instruction on the life of the Church points out one of 
the consequences of willful absence from Mass: "Let 
no one deprive the Church by staying away; if they do, 
they deprive the Body of Christ of one of its 
members!" St. John Paul II, writing of Sunday as "a 
day which is at the very heart of the Christian life," 
further asserts, "Time given to Christ is never time lost, 
but is rather time gained, so that our relationships and 
indeed our whole life may become more profoundly 
human." We have been reborn in Baptism and 
nourished by the Eucharist so that we may live in 
communion with God and one another, not only today 
but also in the fullness of the heavenly Kingdom. To 
worship God on Sundays, then, is not the mere 
observance of a rule but the fulfillment of our identity, 
of who we are as members of the Body of Christ. 
Participation in the Mass is an act of love. 

OUR RESPO SE 

29. In the fourth Common Preface of the Roman 
Missal, the priest prays the following: For, although 
you have no need of our praise, yet our thanksgiving is 
itself your gift, since our praises add nothing to your 
greatness but profit us for salvation .... 

These words speak of the grace of God, the gift freely 
given, which inspires us to give thanks and worship 
him, works our transformation into the likeness of 
Christ, helps us to seek pardon and to receive it when 
we fall into sin, and impels us to go forth and bear 
witness to Christ in the world. 

30. Having been sanctified by the gift of the Eucharist 
and filled with faith, hope, and charity, the faithful are 
called to respond to this gift. Indeed, it is only natural 
that we give thanks to the Lord for all that he has given 
to us. How can I repay the Lord for all the great good 
done for me? I will raise the cup of salvation and call 
on the name of the Lord (Ps 116: 12). The word 
"Eucharist" literally means "thanksgiving." Even our 
manner of giving thanks comes from God, for we do so 
by following the command of the Lord: do this in 
memory of me (Lk 22:19). 

31. The Second Vatican Council taught that, in order to 
give thanks properly in the celebration of the Mass, we 
should "take a full, conscious, and active part in the 
liturgical celebration." We need to be conscious of the 
gift we have received, a gift that is none other than the 
Lord himself in his act of self-giving. We become 

conscious of this gift when we actively engage our 
minds, hearts, and bodies to every part of the liturgy, 
allowing God through the words, actions, gestures, and 
even the moments of silence to speak to us. We 
actively and consciously participate by giving our full 
attention to the words being spoken in the prayers and 
the Scriptures, even if we have heard them hundreds of 
times before. We do so also by listening to the homily 
and reflecting upon how the Lord may be speaking to 
us through his ordained minister. We are actively 
giving thanks when we join in singing and in the 
responses; when we kneel, stand, and sit; and when we 
pay attention to the liturgical seasons where the entire 
history of what God has done for us, in and through his 
Son, is revealed to us. 

32. The gratitude that inspires us to give thanks and 
worship God in the celebration of the Eucharist should 
be nurtured and enriched by the beauty of the liturgical 
action itself. Bishops and priests have a particular duty 
to ensure that the Mass is celebrated in a manner 
befitting the sacredness of what takes place. As Pope 
Francis recently wrote to the bishops of the world, "I 
ask you to be vigilant in ensuring that every liturgy be 
celebrated with decorum and fidelity to the liturgical 
books promulgated after Vatican Council II, without 
the eccentricities that can easily degenerate into 
abuses."?" Priest celebrants of the Mass should have a 
prayerful understanding of the liturgical books, as well 
as of the feasts and seasons, and be faithful to the texts 
and rubrics established by the Church. In doing so, 
they will lead the people more deeply and reverently 
into the exchange that is the dialogue of the Father and 
the Son in the Holy Spirit. 

33. Our gratitude is also expressed in our worship of 
the Blessed Sacrament outside of Mass. These forms of 
worship are all intrinsically related to the Eucharistic 
celebration.  

In the Eucharist, the Son of God comes to meet us 
and desires to become one with us; eucharistic 
adoration is simply the natural consequence of the 
eucharistic celebration. Receiving the Eucharist 
means adoring him whom we receive. Only in this 
way do we become one with him, and are given, as it 
were, a foretaste of the beauty of the heavenly liturgy. 

We rejoice in the growing numbers of the faithful who 
pray in adoration before the Blessed Sacrament, a 
testament of faith in the Real Presence of the Lord in 
the Eucharist. We encourage this devotion, which helps 
all of us to be formed by the self-giving love we 
behold in the Lord's gift of himself in the Eucharist. St. 
(Mother) Teresa of Calcutta reportedly once said: 
"When you look at the crucifix, you understand how 
much Jesus loved you then. When you look at the 
Sacred Host, you understand how much Jesus loves 
you now." 



March for Life registration deadline extended! 
 
The annual March for Life will take place in Washington, DC on  
Friday, Jan. 20.  The registration deadline has been extended and we 
will continue to take registrations until buses are full. Registrations  
will be accepted on a first-come-first-served basis. Space is limited so 
please register as soon as possible!  Cost is $130 per seat.   
Trip details, itinerary, and registration forms are available at 
www.worcesterdiocese.org/respect-life or contact the Respect Life  
Office at 508-929-4311 or email aledoux@worcesterdiocese.org.    
Can’t attend this year but want to help?  Consider making a donation 
that will help defray expenses for our students who want to attend but 
might otherwise find it difficult to do so.  Thank you! 



Sunday  January 1  Mary, the Holy Mother of God   Breaking Bread, page 53 

4:00pm Roger Mayer, by his family 

7:00am All Souls in Purgatory 
9:45am Marcia J. Guay, by Robert and Joan Guay and family 
11:15am Deceased members of the George Dallaire family, by Jeanne Conti 

Saturday  December 31  Vigil       Breaking Bread, page 53  

Monday  January 2  St. Basil the Great and St. Gregory Nazianzen     

Thursday  January 5  St. John Neumann 

Friday  January 6  Christmas Weekday  

Saturday  January 7  Christmas Weekday         

Saturday  January 7  Vigil        Breaking Bread, page 55 

6:30am Parishioners of St. Cecilia Parish 

6:30am Paul J. Roy, by the Bunko Squad 

6:30am Deceased members of the Plourde & Brow families, by last will 

9:00am Pamela Petricca by husband & children 
6:00pm Robert F. Dube, Sr. and Wilma Brideau Dube, by their children 

9:00am Betty White, by a friend 

9:00am Bertha Gauthier, by Anna and Terry 

4:00pm Marguerite Poirier (Anniv.), by Betty Sims 

7:00am Alonzo Gaudet, by Bert and Ginette LeBlanc 
9:45am Father Richard G. Roger (5th Anniv.), by his family 
11:15am Irene Lamoureux (25th Anniv.), by Terry & Al Lamoureux 

Sunday  January 8  Epiphany of the Lord     Breaking Bread, page 55 

Tuesday  January 3  Christmas Weekday  

Wednesday January 4  St. Elizabeth Ann Seton   

MASS INTENTIONS 

MARY, HOLY MOTHER OF GOD       JANUARY 1, 2023 



Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox
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617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS 
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU 

WITH YOUR BULLETIN
FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images 

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week 
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net
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Call 1-855-382-8750 to order item 491X
or Visit HaleGroves.com/H3YG01

* Only $23.99 (reg. $37.99) plus $7.99 shipping and handling per pack to 48 
contiguous  states. Some restrictions may apply. Limit 5 boxes per customer.

IC:  H3YG01

SAVE $14!
Reg. Price $37.99

ONLY

$2399*

Special limited- 
time offer!

Awesome Oranges!

Grove
Navels

Tangerines

Petite Red 
Navels

Petite Navel

Picked fresh
from the Grove

■ Support Veteran Nonprofi ts.

■ Free Pickup & Towing.

■ Top Tax Deduction.

What kinds of vehicles can I donate?
Veteran Car Donations accepts most cars, trucks, boats, RVs, 
and motorcycles. We can pick up your vehicle, running or not. 

It gets better: your car donation can be picked up within 
24 hours, and in some cases even the same day.

Donate Your Vehicle
Call (844) 518-0031 to donate 

your car, truck, boat, RV, 
and more today!

1. Contact Us

Call (844) 518-0031

2. Schedule Pickup

We’ll pick up your 
vehicle for FREE -  

at a time and place 
convenient for you.

3. Receive Top 
Tax Deduction

You may qualify for 
a tax deduction.

How it Works:

Donate Your Vehicle Today

844-518-0031
While we appreciate every donation, in some cases, we fi nd that we are unable to accept certain vehicles, watercraft, and/or 

recreational vehicles due to the prohibitive costs of acquisition. If you have any questions, please give us a call at (844) 518-0031

How Your Vehicle Donation Helps Veterans
Your vehicle donation directly helps us to provide our nation’s 
heroes with much needed programs and services, such as:

• Essential Medical Care and Mental Health Services

• Mentoring, Job Skills Training, and Employment Assistance

• Food, Emergency Shelter, and Housing for Homeless Veterans

• Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) Therapy and Grief Counseling

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-888-674-0885A FREE ESTIMATE

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation (855) 625-9032

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom storage solutions for your new or existing cabinets makes space for
everything, so you can spend your time making memories. 

*Limit one off er per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Shelves. EXP 12/31/22 
Independently owned and operated franchise. © 2022 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Your kitchen 
wishes 
granted. 50% OFF

INSTALL!
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Wright-Roy 
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

. Air Conditioned

. 2 Progressive Games
Doors Open @ 4:00

. 2 Winner-take-all games

. 20 $10 Door Prizes

“God is Love”
1 John 4:8 

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell
Tax & Pension
978-840-1040

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services 
of North Central 

MA, Inc.

Having trouble with a tenant, landlord, 
neighbor, family, etc.? We can help. 

service CONTACT US today!

978-466-9595 or 
info@mediationncm.org

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net • 978-534-0849

- Est. 1988 -

Helpingg Sellerss andd Buyerss sincee 1985

Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s for over 75 years!
Right Coverage. Right Price. Right Choice.

Home • Auto • Business • Life

Legere Insurance David Pelletier • Brian Allain
978-534-8329   www.choice-insurance.com165 Mechanic St. 

Leominster, MA

Online Bulletin Delivery
Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletin

in your inbox every week.

Go to  www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Cell: 978.514.3423
Office: 978.840.4014
Douglas.Tammelin@NEMoves.com

4 Monument Square
Leominster, MA 01453

DOUGLAS TAMMELIN, 
REALTOR®

Leominster Resident
Call for a FREE Market Analysis!

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 
6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 71941. Standard S&H added per address. 

Butcher’s Deluxe Package
(5 oz.)

(5 oz.)
(6 oz.)

(3.8 oz.)
(4 oz.)

(3.1 oz.)
8 FREE8 FREE PureGround (6 oz.)

71941GHZ   separately $225.94
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE 

$9999

8 BURGERS FREE

ORDER NOW! 1.877.858.9308 
OmahaSteaks.com/GiftGiving3544

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 401-9893

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!


