
SAINT CECILIA’S CHURCH 
Sermon on the Mount by James Tissot 



WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

Dear brothers and sisters,

In just another week we will be welcoming an old friend 
back to Saint Cecilia’s. As you may recall, Claire Neas is 
a magnificent soloist who has, until recently, been serving 
as the music director at Saint Boniface in Lunenburg. I am 
absolutely delighted to announce that, as of next Sunday, 
Claire will be joining us as soloist at the 4pm, 9:45am 
and 11:15am Masses. 

Claire’s voice is one of the few that can fill our Church and I know you will be delighted to hear 
it echoing through the arches and leading us in sacred song. Please join our incomparable David 
Lasky and I in welcoming Claire to the staff of Saint Cecilia’s next weekend.

While we are already missing the twinkling of lights (don’t worry, it’s only 323 days until 
Christmas!), we will be celebrating the coming of Christ the light into our world this Thursday 
with the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord in the Temple.

The Feast of the Presentation takes place forty days after Christmas, commemorating that day 
when Jesus was presented in the Temple by Mary and Joseph. While outwardly, of course, the 
Holy Family was fulfilling the law, in reality the Lord was coming to meet his believing people. 
Simeon and Anna are the first to recognize him and to invite us to dwell in his light.

For this reason, we who recognize him in the breaking of the bread, bless candles in his honor. If 
you can join us for Mass at either 9am or 6pm on Thursday, you too will receive a blessed candle 
to take home and burn in adoration of the Lord who is the origin of all light.

God bless you and keep you safe this week, as winter’s fury seems to have arrived a bit late in 
the winter this year!

In the Lord, 

Monsignor Moroney 



ENVELOPES AND YOUR KIND DONATIONS
Dear Brothers and Sisters,

No doubt, you have heard of supply chain problems and the difficulty of getting sufficient 
employees in these challenging days. Well, here’s another example of it.

We have been informed by the CHURCH BUDGET ENVELOPE COMPANY that they 
will not be sending out envelopes for the month of February. Having consulted with other 
parishes and investigated other envelope companies, we can report that this is an 
industry-wide problem. CHURCH BUDGET has served the parish well through the 
years, and we are confident that they will be back on track by March.

However, your weekly donations (and our ability to track them through your envelopes) 
are important priorities, which cannot be skipped for a month!

So…you will find boxes of envelopes at the entrances to the Church which are marked 
SAINT CECILIA DONATION ENVELOPE (see below). Please pick up eight of them 
and bring them home. Then, on the front of each envelope is a list of the individual 
donations you would customarily make in February. When you drop an envelope in the 
collection basket, please check off which donation it is intended for.

Likewise, we would ask you to write your name (and envelope number, if you have it…if 
you don’t we’ll just look it up!) in the space provided at the bottom of the envelope.

Thank you for your patience with this unusual disruption. Your indispensable donations 
keep our beloved Church running day to day and always know that you are in my grateful 
prayers.

In the Lord,

Monsignor Moroney



Please pray for those who are ill, especially: 
Sister Clemence Croteau, DHS, Terri Cote, David DiGeronimo, Leanne 
Davis-Iches, Suzanne Melanson, John Nelson, Stephanie Matthews and    
Linda Kinsey. If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or 
email us at office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our list for a month or so.

Last Weekend’s 
Collection was $6,693.29.  

Thank You!
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 
theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” 
(MATTHEW 5:3) The phrase 
“poor in spirit” can be confusing. 
Think of it in this sense – poor in 
spirt means depending on God’s 
providence and not depending on 
our own self-reliance. Being     
detached from earthy things 
(power, money, and comfort) and 
being attached to heavenly things 
(charity, sacrifice, and mercy). 
Denying ourselves from satisfying 
our desires and helping others   
obtain their basic needs. 

Religious Education Students
Monday, January 30th - Grades 7-10: Classes continue this week from 
7:00 - 8:15 PM.  
      
Sunday, February 5th – Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) -
Grade 6: Classes continue this week from 9:45 - 11:00 AM.

Sunday, February 5th- Confirmation Candidates: class in the Parish 
Center (Bible Study Room) from 6:00 - 8:15 PM. Dinner will be provided. (Meeting date was changed so 
we could watch the Superbowl.)

CONGRATULATIONS TO 
THIS WEEK’S  JANUARY 

CALENDAR DRAWING WINNERS

01/25 • $200 Larry Gianakis
01/26 • $100 Joseph Marcoux
01/27 • $100 Norman Roy
01/28 • $100 Patricia Doiron
01/29 • $100 & $50 Bourbeau’s Market 

Jeannine Brideau
01/30 • $100 Adele Mansour
01/31 • $1000 Rene Fitchpatrick

Special Thanks to our Calendar Sponsors!
Donna’s Piano Studio
The Bernard’s
Bourbeau’s Market, Inc. 
Choice Insurance Group
Cole Contracting, Inc.
Fraticelli Oil
Gariepy Furniture
Laurence Candle
Leominster Knights of Columbus  #406
St. Cecilia's Ladies of St. Anne
Vision Payroll Services
Wright-Roy Funeral Home
Sue & Ed Zephir



“We shall not weary, we shall not rest until every unborn child 
is protected in law and welcomed in life…”    

The above quote comes from a speech by Fr. Richard John Neuhaus 
at the National Right to Life Committee convention in 2008.  With these 
words in my heart I joined hundreds of thousands of people last Friday, 
January 20, at the 50th annual March for Life in Washington DC, on the 
anniversary of the US Supreme Court’s infamous “Roe v. Wade” decision.   

“But wait,” you may be saying, “I thought that the Supreme Court 
overturned the Roe decision this past year?”  They did – and the question 
was, considering that decision, “What would this year bring, in terms of 
crowds?”  Would they stay home?  Would those who normally show up not 
bother?  I am very pleased to say that although the crowds were somewhat 
smaller than some I have seen in my years of attending, they were certainly 
(and thankfully) still huge.   

Now, the March for Life is very much a pilgrimage.  Our group left 
by bus at 10pm and drove to arrive at the Basilica of the Immaculate    
Conception where we attended the Closing Mass and then we made our way to the National Mall to hear nationally 
known speakers and politicians before we marched.   

It says something that this march still has such a presence “post Roe” (even if ignored by the national media).  
It also says something that this march is not moved to a more convenient time of year or warmer location – but that it 
happens on the January anniversary – the most inhospitable time of the year in DC.  It also says something that we 
march from where monuments stand to remind us of great leaders in our nation’s history – past the offices of our 
elected representatives on Capitol Hill – to the very steps of the US Supreme Court that originally foisted this terrible 
tragedy upon our country – and finally has overturned it.   

We are tired.  We are hungry.  We are sore and uncomfortable, and many are not used to the cold – because 
we travel, literally, from all around the country.  It is not unusual to be standing next to someone from New Orleans 
or Detroit, from Tulsa or Dallas, from St. Louis or Los Angeles.  Old and young.  In wheelchairs and in strollers.  
Many languages, many colors, many religions (or no religion at all).  Joined by what we have in common and       
refusing to be separated by differences.  We march, shoulder to shoulder, for the most basic of human rights – the 
Right to Life. 

With the decision of the Supreme Court a mere 6 months ago, the fight has moved 
from the Federal level back to the states – and our state is sadly one of the worst in 
terms of safety for unborn children.  There will be marches, and rallies, here in    
Massachusetts and I encourage you to be there and show your support for life in this 
fight.  I will be there.   
Sean Cardinal O’Malley said, one particularly bitter cold day of freezing rain and 
subzero temperatures, that he was glad for the poor conditions because it shows our 
resolve to our opponents.  Because when we show up with a half million people in 
weather like that, it gets the attention of our opponents.  And when we gather with a 
witness that is nothing short of a joyful, singing, prayerful throng – then our foes   
really start to get nervous.  And when they finally see the faces - the incredibly youth-
ful presence at the March for Life, where 85% are young and energetic and buoyant 
and oh, so very happy – our opponents get flat out scared.  As well they should.  Why 
do they get scared?  Because they are losing.  In every poll that comes out (even their 
own) they are losing ground, and we are winning.  

In every election being held, the pro-life candidates are making headway - and 
still we say, “We shall not weary, we shall not rest...”   

In DC, though, the March for Life shows me, clearly, every year – that we 
are all in this together, and that we are better for it.  When I look around me there, 
I am incredibly hopeful for the future, and so the pain and hardships fade away, 
and only love and compassion remain – just as Christ intended - and there is no 
place else I would rather be, than with so many like-minded people, fighting this 
fight.  Being this witness, “…until every unborn child is protected in law and 
welcomed in life.” 

Yours, in Christ, 
 



The Importance of Reading the Word of God

Last week, Pope Francis celebrated a special Mass in honor of the WORD OF GOD. 
Here is an excerpt from his reflections on the importance of reading the Bible in our 

everyday lives.

The Word of God is for everyone…His Word shakes us, disturbs us, incites us to 
change, to conversion.  It throws us into crisis because it “is living and active and 
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints 
from marrow; it is able to judge the thoughts and intentions of the heart” (Hebrews 
4:12).  

Like a sword, the Word penetrates life, enabling us to discern the feelings and 
thoughts of the heart, that is, making us see where the light of goodness is to be 
afforded room and where, instead, the thick darkness of vices and sins is to be 
resisted.  When it enters us, the Word transforms our hearts and minds; it changes 
us and leads us to direct our lives to the Lord.

…Here is Jesus’ invitation: God has come close to you; recognize his presence, 
make room for his Word, and you will change your outlook on life.  I can also put it 
like this: place your life under the Word of God.  This is the path the Church shows 
us.  

All of us, even the pastors of the Church, are under the authority of the Word of 
God.  Not under our own tastes, tendencies and preferences, but under the one 
Word of God that moulds us, converts us and calls us to be united in the one 
Church of Christ.  



Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
January 29, 2023

SACRAMENT OF OUR REDEMPTION

In 2004, in an attempt to help the Bishops in implementing the new Roman Missal, 
the Congregation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments 
published an Instruction, approved by Pope Saint John Paul II. The title chosen for 
this important teaching document was Redemptionis Sacramentum, or “The 
Sacrament of Redemption.” The phrase is taken from the Prayer over the Offerings 
in today’s Mass, in which the priest prays that the gifts of bread and wine brought 
forward by the people and placed upon the altar by the priest may be transformed 
“into the Sacrament of our redemption.”

The “Sacrament of redemption” is, of course, the Eucharist. The document speaks 
of four things that the Church does with this Sacrament: She professes her faith in 
it, she joyfully “takes it to herself,” she celebrates it and she adores it.

Thus do we profess our faith that the celebration of the Eucharist at Mass is the 
“source and summit” of our lives. Every authentic Christian action begins with the 
Eucharist, and it is on the altar that we place the offering of our lives.

With joy, we hold the Eucharist within our hearts and embrace it as our hope, a 
foreshadowing of that perfect joy which we will know when the Lord returns at 
the end of time. This is why, as we prepare to receive Holy Communion, we 
declare that we “await the blessed hope and the coming of our Savior, Jesus 
Christ.”

In our celebration of the Eucharist, heaven is united to earth and those gathered 
around altars throughout the world are made on in Christ. Indeed, “even when it is 
celebrated on the humble altar of a country church, the Eucharist is always in some 
way celebrated on the altar of the world. It unites heaven and earth. It embraces 
and permeates all creation.”1

Finally, we adore the Holy Eucharist, not just when it is exposed in a monstrance, 
but at every Mass, when, after the consecration, we adore the Lord and proclaim 
the Mystery of Faith. This is what led Pope Saint John Paul II to promote that 
“amazement should always fill the Church assembled for the celebration of the 
Eucharist.”  May we, too, approach the Sacrament of our redemption with faith, 2

love, celebration and joy.

Ecclesia de Eucharistia, no. 8.1

 Ecclesia de Eucharistia, no. 5.2



SE T FORTH

56. Pope Benedict XVI reminded us that the "love that
we celebrate in the sacrament is not something we can
keep to ourselves. By its very nature it demands to be
shared with all." We are not the only ones in need of
the love that Christ has shown us. We are called to help
the rest of the world experience it. "What the world
needs is God's love; it needs to encounter Christ and to
believe in him. The Eucharist is thus the source and
summit not only of the Church's life, but also of her
mission." Jesus is sent by the Father for the salvation
of the world. At the very end of the celebration of the
Eucharist, we who have received the Body and Blood
of Christ and have been incorporated more profoundly
into his Mystical Body are likewise sent out to
proclaim the Good News for the salvation of the world:
"Go in peace, glorifying the Lord by your life.”

57. Pope Francis has insisted that evangelization Dash
spreading the good news of Jesus Christ Dash is a task
that belongs to every member of the church, not just a
few specialists:

All the baptized, whatever their position in the 
Church or their level of instruction in the faith, 
are agents of evangelization, and it would be 
insufficient to envisage a plan of evangelization 
to be carried out by professionals while the rest 
of the faithful would simply be passive 
recipients. The new evangelization calls for 
personal involvement on the part of each of the 
baptized. 

He exhorts us all to become missionary disciples: 
"Every Christian is a missionary to the extent that he or 
she has encountered the love of God in Christ Jesus: 
we no longer say that we are 'disciples' and 
'missionaries,' but rather that we are always 'missionary 
disciples."' What is essential is not that one have 
advanced training, but rather that one discover through 
Christ the love that God has for us and that one desire 
to lead others to that same joyful discovery: "Anyone 
who has truly experienced God's saving love does not 

need much time or lengthy training to go out and 
proclaim that love." All that is needed is for one who 
has known that love-the love that is displayed most 
preeminently in the Eucharist-to tell other people about 
it.

All of us are called to offer others an explicit 
witness to the saving love of the Lord, who 
despite our imperfections offers us his 
closeness, his word and his strength, and gives 
meaning to our lives. In your heart you know 
that it is not the same to live without him; what 
you have come to realize, what has helped you 
to live and given you hope, is what you also 
need to communicate to others.

58. We have offered these reflections on the
Eucharistic faith and practice of the Church as a
starting point. There is much more that could be said,
but what is most important is that we enter more
deeply by faith and love into this great Mystery of
Mysteries. Let us all ask the Lord to call us into a time
of Eucharistic renewal, a time of prayer and reflection,
of acts of charity and sincere repentance. The Lord is
with us in the Eucharistic Mystery celebrated in our
parishes and missions, in our beautiful cathedrals and
in our poorest chapels. He is present and he draws near
to us, so that we can draw nearer to him. The Lord is
generous to us with his grace; and so we, by his grace,
should always humbly ask him to give us what we
need.

59. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Risen Christ
says to us, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I
will give a gift from the spring of life-giving water
(Rev 21 :6). Brothers and sisters, let us thirst for the
Lord who first suffered thirst for us (Jn 19:28). Let us
adore Jesus who ever remains with us, on all the altars
of the world, and lead others to share in our joy!

THE MYSTERY OF THE EUCHARIST 
IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH

Over the next several weeks, we will be publishing excerpts from the United States’ 
Conference of Catholic Bishops’ letter on the importance of the Eucharist in the life of the 
Church. We hope you enjoy this final of nine excerpts from the Bishops’ letter.



   FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME      JANUARY 29, 2023 

Friday  February 3 Weekday  

Saturday  February 4 Weekday        

9:00am Lena Albert by Karen Albert, Kyla Kenney & Jane Burgoyne 
6:00pm Brian & Anne Schafer by Don & Linda Schafer 

9:00am Bill McCarthy by Jeanne Conti 

9:00am Robert Allain (5th anniv.) by his family 
10am-12:00pm    Proclaiming the Gospel of Life in a Post-Roe World followed by Adoration 

Saturday  February 4 Vigil        Breaking Bread, page 63  

4:00pm Jack O’Donnell by Jim & Gigi Grimley 

7:00am Robert Connor, Sr. by the Connor family 
9:45am Tami LeBlanc (1st anniv.) by the family 
11:15am Bertha Gauthier by the Ladies of St. Anne 

Sunday  February 5 Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time    Breaking Bread, page 63 

Monday  January 30 Weekday     

Tuesday  January 31 Saint John Bosco  

Wednesday February 1 Weekday   

Thursday  February 2  Presentation of the Lord   

Sunday  January 29 Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time   Breaking Bread, page 61  

9:00am    Aurele Richard (22nd anniv) by his daughter 

7:00am      Rita M. Daigle by Lorraine Ouellet 
9:45am      Viola Godin by Patrick & Janice Goguen  
11:15am    Alonzo Maillet (10th anniv.) by his wife & children 

6:30am Parishioners of Saint Cecilia’s Parish 

6:30am Richard H. Surrette (2nd anniv.) by his wife 

6:30am Edward LeBlanc (4th anniv.) by his family 

Saturday  January 28 Vigil        Breaking Bread, page 61  

MASS INTENTIONS   
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“God is Love”
1 John 4:8 
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 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
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END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell
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MA, Inc.
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- Est. 1988 -

Helpingg Sellerss andd Buyerss sincee 1985

Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s for over 75 years!
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Leominster Resident
Call for a FREE Market Analysis!
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AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 401-9893

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

1-866-615-0296
Dental50Plus.com/Pilots

Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation including costs and limitations. This specifi c offer is not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-4781 or 
respond for a similar offer. In WV: To fi nd a provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/fi nd-
dentist. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E); Insurance Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/B439. In CA, CO, ID, KY, ME, MD, MA, MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC, 
ND, VA: Includes Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Certifi cate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/
B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).
6323

Get your FREE
Information Kit

DENTAL Insurance
It doesn’t matter what dentist you see, we can 
help pay the bill. Get dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Call now!


