
SAINT CECILIA’S CHURCH 
Genesis, by Johann Wenzel Pete



Dear brothers and sisters,

As Lent begins, we read about how God created the world, which reminds me how new beginnings are always 
in God’s plan for us. That’s why he gives us Lent.

Perhaps it’s been a while since you’ve been to confession? How about beginning again?  Confessions are on 
Thursday night at 6:30pm, Saturday morning at 9:30am and Saturday afternoon at 3:00pm. There’s an 
examination of conscience in this week’s bulletin that can help you to prepare for that!

Perhaps it’s been a while since you went to Mass during the week? We’ve added a 4:00pm Mass on 
Wednesdays for Lent, so you can go Monday or Tuesday at 6:30am, Wednesdays at 6:30am or 4:00pm, 
Thursdays at 9:00am or 6:00pm, or Friday or Saturday at 9:00am. So many choices!

Perhaps there’s someone you have been meaning to forgive or to help? Maybe that woman at work or your aunt 
or the old man who just went into the nursing home who has no family? Now’s the time!

God provides us with all kinds of new beginnings, just as we have been preparing for the renewal and 
restoration of our beloved Church. While I have been teaching an Introduction to Gothic Architecture in our 
incomparable Church, we have been making plans for how best to preserve and renew it for the next chapter of 
the Church on French Hill. 

As soon as the threat of snow and frost abates, you will see scaffolding towers appear so that we can execute 
the careful plans which the engineers and contractors have formulated to make us fully leak-proof. Then, a 
couple of months later, scaffolding and paint brushes will appear on the inside of the Church. More on those 
plans a little later in Lent.

By the way, we made an incredible discovery this week….wonderful news!  Under the poor old yellow carpet 
we discovered a seemingly intact slate floor!  We polished a small section outside the sanctuary door to the 
Chapel and it looks like it is in great shape. That means that all we have to do is restore what we already have 
and we will, once again, have a beautiful stone floor on the sanctuary.

But I get ahead of myself. So much more to come in this regard. Until then, please know of my prayers for a 
Blessed Lent!

In the Lord,

Monsignor Moroney

WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA
PASTORAL REFLECTIO S



Wednesday Lenten Soup Supper  
Serving 4:30pm - 6:30pm 

This week’s menu: 
Chicken Fricot 

Free will offerings will be accepted for 
the benefit of the St. Vincent de Paul 

CONFIRMATION CLASSES FOR ADULTS 

Confirmation is the completion of Baptism, the giving of the full power of a 
Christian. “Confirmation” means a strengthening – this sacrament strengthens 
and increases what we receive at Baptism, particularly the power of bearing 
witness to Christ.  If you or someone you know has not received the  
Sacrament of Confirmation, classes will begin on Wednesday, March 8th from 
6:30-7:30 PM in the Parish Center. Adults must be over the age of 18, 
baptized and have made First Communion to attend this class. Please contact 
Pat Secino at the Rectory 978-537-6541 to register for these classes. 

BIBLE STUDY 

We will begin our Bible Study on Thursday, March 9th from 9:30-
11:00am in the Parish Center on the Study of Exodus Part II.  
Beginning with the insecurity of the desert wanderings, to  
encountering God on Mt. Sinai and the construction of the tent 
dwelling, God’s people will learn what it means to be part of the 
covenant with the one who liberates and also gives the law to 
guide and direct them. Please contact Pat Secino at the Rectory 
978-537-6541 for more information.

Please pray for those who are ill, especially: 
Jenn, Doris, Elena, Doris Maillet, Stephanie Matthews, Jeannine Reid, Dick 
“The Barber” Fontaine, Terri Cote and David DiGeronimo,  If you know 

someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email us at office@stceciliachurch.net and we 
will add them to our list for a month or so. 

Last Weekend’s  Collection was $6,894.29.  Thank You! 

Thanks to all who picked up a flyer and plan to participate in this 
year’s Lenten Food Drive. Catholic Charities reports an increased 
need due to effects of the pandemic, the ever rising food prices, and 
the high cost of rent in our area.  Next weekend will be be collecting: 
canned spaghetti sauce, canned or boxed pasta and rice, boxed 
macaroni and cheese, coffee (instant and ground), tea, and iced 
tea mix.

OPERATION RICE BOWL 
Pick up your “Rice Bowl” to benefit the poor 
and the hungry. Seventy-five percent of the  
proceeds will be distributed by Catholic Relief 
Services to support life-saving programs in 
over one hundred countries. 
Twenty-five percent of your  
donations will be used in  
programs to alleviate hunger  
and poverty in the Diocese of 
Worcester.



Discovering Christ 

An Inquiry and Meditation 
With Monsignor Francis Kelly 

TUESDAY NIGHTS  
FEBRUARY 28th, MARCH 7th and MARCH 14th 

FROM 7:00-8:30pm  
at Saint Cecilia Parish in Leominster 

Prepare for Holy Week by this prayerful reflection  on  the mission and mystery of Jesus,  including  
a study of the Passion  and Resurrection. The course is based on Monsignor Kelly’s book, 
Discovering Christ: An Inquiry and Meditation, a copy of which will be provided to all participants. 
If you would like to join us live or by Zoom, send an email today to  tempio@aol.com. 
Pre-registration is required and a donation of $25 is requested, although not required. 

Monsignor Francis Kelly, a priest of Diocese of Worcester 
for fifty-nine years, is a Canon emeritus of Saint Peter’s 
Basilica, former Rector of Pope Saint John XXIII 
Seminary in Brighton and former Director of Religious 
Education for the Diocese of Worcester. He also served 
with then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger on the Committee 
which prepared the Catechism of the Catholic Church for 
publication.



First Sunday of Lent
February 26, 2023

RECEIVING THE BODY OF CHRIST

Today we hear about the beginning. God breathes life into the clay of the ground 
and creates man. Then, in the fulness of time, the Word through whom man was 
created, becomes man, incarnate of the Virgin Mary, for our salvation. In the words 
of the Fourth Evangelist: “…the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of 
grace and truth; we have beheld his glory, glory as of the only Son of the Father.”1

The Devil, in today’s Gospel, tempts the Word made Flesh to turn stones into 
bread, presumably to quench the human hunger he feels after forty days in the 
desert. But the Lord’s response is intriguing:

One does not live on bread alone,
but on every word that comes forth
from the mouth of God.

Simple bread, the Lord tells the devil, will never quench human hungers. Only the 
Word which comes from the mouth of God. Jesus is the Word of God, who will, 
ironically, give us the bread from heaven, which will quench every human hunger 
and without which no man can truly live.

The Lord’s next words, taken in this Eucharistic context, are even more 
remarkable, as he tells the devil:

The Lord, your God, shall you worship
and him alone shall you serve.

For only the Word made Flesh is worthy of worship. Our beloved Pope Emeritus 
has reminded us that in the “perpetual and living heritage” of the Eucharist the 
consecrated species is exposed to view in Eucharistic adoration “so that each one 
may encounter Jesus who passes as happened on the roads of Galilee, Samaria and 
Judea; in order that each one, in receiving it, may be healed and renewed by the 
power of his love.”2

The same Body of the Word Made Flesh that walked “the roads of Galilee, 
Samaria and Judea” in his Body and Blood, soul and divinity. May we cherish so 
great a mystery.

 John 1:14.1

 Pope Benedict XVI, 7 June 2007.2



Catholic Considerations
for Our Earthly Passing

 We know earthly death is not the end, but rather 
the door through which we must pass to gain 
eternal life. Because of our belief and hope in the 
Resurrection, we can face death not with fear, 
but with preparation. Although certainly not 
comprehensive, the following considerations are 
provided as starting points for understanding 
and preparing for this transition, whether it is 
imminent or not.

N O W  A N D  AT  T H E  H O U R  O F  O U R  D E AT H 1  
We prepare for eternal life by choosing to love and follow God 
now, in our daily lives and decisions. For example, through 

Confession and the Eucharist, we obtain grace to live in ever-
deeper communion with God and with one another in lives of 

2 We ask for Our Blessed Mother’s 
help now, and we entrust ourselves to her further as we 
“surrender ‘the hour of our death’ wholly to her care.”3 

F O R M I N G  O U R  C O N S C I E N C E S
Our journey with Christ naturally includes equipping our 

accordingly.4 Learning about the dignity of human life and the 
indispensable respect for it,5 as well as applicable principles 

eventual passing.

6 Parish and online resources are also widely 
available for careful and prayerful study, and the Ethical and 

 from the United States Conference of 

those who are seriously ill or dying.7 

A  N O T E  O N  G E N E R A L  P R I N C I P L E S 

general principles are clear. We are entrusted by God with the 

such a great burden that we, in good conscience, may forgo 

treatments. Of course, nothing should be done or deliberately 
8  

or dependency. Nothing diminishes the unchangeable dignity 

should be provided unless it cannot sustain life or is unduly 

is provided or not.

Moreover, no one should choose suicide, nor counsel or assist 
another to take his or her own life.

D I S C E R N I N G  T R E A T M E N T  O P T I O N S

especially as death draws near. To understand health facts 

To understand Catholic moral teaching, we need to consult 
Church teaching and those who can faithfully explain it.  

S P E A K I N G  W I T H  L O V E D  O N E S

have legal authority to make surrogate decisions on our behalf. 
Or we may designate a health care agent by a durable power of 

on our behalf in accord with our Catholic faith and Church 
teaching. 



We should also inform family of our pastoral care preferences, 

9 

A C C O M P A N I M E N T  B E F O R E  A N D 
A F T E R  D E A T H 1 0  

have reminded us in messages for the annual World Day of the 

as well as their families, can be provided with physical, 

care.11 Hospice care can provide similar integrated care for 
those nearing death and for their families. 

12

prayer13 and support for decision makers. It may be helpful to 

for our own passing or that of loved ones.

spiritual work of mercy to pray for those who have died.14 

H O P E  I N  T H E  R E S U R R E C T I O N
Those who die in God’s grace and friendship live forever with 

passage from this life into eternal life.

We need not fear. Christ is with us.

1  Catechism of the Catholic Church

2  See Pope Francis, General Audience, 27 November 2013 (Libreria Editrice 

3  Catechism of the Catholic Church, 2677.

4  Catechism of the Catholic Church United States Catholic Catechism 
for Adults (Washington, D.C.: United States Conference of Catholic 

5  Catechism of the Catholic Church

6  Many state conferences of Catholic Bishops have published materials 

A directory is available at 

7  , 5th ed, 

. 

8 See Pope John Paul II, 
15.

9  A summary is found here: 

10
occurrences in 

11

12  Catechism of the Catholic Church, 1499–1532. See also Pope Benedict 

13

14  Pope Francis, General Audience, 30 November 2016, (Libreria Editrice 

U N I T E D  S T A T E S  C O N F E R E N C E  O F  C A T H O L I C  B I S H O P S 
Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities

View, download, or order the U.S. bishops’ pro-life materials!

Catechism of the Catholic Church
with permission. Hands: Pablo_K/iStock/Thinkstock. Used with permission. 
All rights reserved. Icons: Entypo pictograms by Daniel Bruce  - www.

Conference of Catholic Bishops, Washington, D.C. All rights reserved.

 Life |  @usccbprolife | @ProjectRachel



   FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT FEBRUARY 26, 2023 

3:00pm Confessions (Church) 
4:00pm Mass for Deceased members of Leger & Poirier family, friends and neighbors, 

 by Marcel and Annette (Church) 

THIS WEEK AT SAINT CECILIA

9:00am Mass for Lena Albert, by Anita Leger & Jeannette Wiseman & family (Chapel) 
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel) 
6:00pm Mass for Guillermina Aurora Santana Mejia, by her grandson (Chapel) 

Thursday March 2 Lenten Weekday  

Saturday February 25 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 73 

7:00am Mass for James A. Ziegler, by the Connor family (Church)  
9:45am Mass for Alice Arsenault (1st anniv.), by the Arsenault family (Church) 
9:30am-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory) 
9:45am-11:00am Catechist of the Good Shepherd, and other classes through Grade six (Parish Center) 
11:15am Mass for Arthur J. Cormier (29th anniv.), by Jan & Wayne Doucet (Church) 

6:30am Mass for Dorothy Grazioso, by Yvonne Richard (Chapel) 
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel) 
4:00pm 5:30pm Sacramental Prep Class A (Parish Center) 
6:30pm - Discovering Christ: An Inquiry and Meditation, with Monsignor Kelly (Rectory) 

Wednesday March 1 Lenten Weekday  

6:30am Mass for Moe Giardano, by Theresa Gaffney (Chapel) 
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel) 
4:00pm Mass for Sister Clemence Croteau, DHS (Chapel) 
6:30pm - Leominster Parish Mission - Evening Prayer (Our Lady of the Lake Church) 
7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)  

Tuesday February 28 Lenten Weekday  

6:30am Mass for Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s Parish (Chapel) 
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel) 
7:00pm - 8:15pm Grades Seventh thru Tenth Religious Education (Parish Center) 

Monday February 27 Lenten Weekday  

Sunday February 26 First Sunday of Lent Breaking Bread, page 73 

The Divine Face, by Claude Mellan, 1649



9:00am Mass for Souls in Purgatory (Chapel) 
  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass 

Noon  Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel) 
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel) 
6:00pm  Stations of the Cross (Church) 
6:30pm BINGO (Parish Center) Doors open 4pm; Game starts 6:30pm 

Friday March 3 Lenten Weekday  

   FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT FEBRUARY 26, 2023 

9:00am Mass for  (Chapel) 
9:00am - 10:30am Sacramental Prep Class B (Parish Center) 
9:30am Confessions (Church) 
10:00am - Noon: Exploring Gothic Architecture (Church - pre-registration required) 

Saturday March 4 Lenten Weekday  

3:00pm Confessions (Church) 
4:00pm Mass for Herve Poirier, by Yvette Richard (Church) 

Saturday March 4 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 76 

7:00am Mass for Rita M. Daigle, by Marie-Germaine & Richard (Church)  
9:45am Mass for Jeanne Morrissey, by Patrick & Janice Goguen (Church) 
9:30am-11:00am  RCIA Group (Rectory) 
9:45am-11:00am Catechist of the Good Shepherd, and other classes through Grade six (Parish Center) 
11:15am Mass for Rita, Ben and George, by the family (Church) 

Sunday March 5 Second Sunday of Lent Breaking Bread, page 76 

A NEW SONG FOR LENT



Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Mail

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS 
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU 

WITH YOUR BULLETIN
FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images 

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week 
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net
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YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285

FINANCING THAT FITS YOUR BUDGET!1

1

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+20% %
OFF OFF10

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

(844) 985-4959

(844) 985-4959

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Glide-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Glide-Out Shelves. EXP 4/30/23. 

Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. Terms and Conditions subject to change. New service activation 
on approved credit. Cellular service is not available in all areas and is subject to system limitations. 
For promo details please call 866-929-3439 

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

866-929-3439

Off First Month of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ59O



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008

Wright-Roy 
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

. Air Conditioned

. 2 Progressive Games
Doors Open @ 4:00

. 2 Winner-take-all games

. 20 $10 Door Prizes

“God is Love”
1 John 4:8 

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell
Tax & Pension
978-840-1040

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

Mediation Services 
of North Central 

MA, Inc.

Having trouble with a tenant, landlord, 
neighbor, family, etc.? We can help. 

service CONTACT US today!

978-466-9595 or 
info@mediationncm.org

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net • 978-534-0849

- Est. 1988 -

Helpingg Sellerss andd Buyerss sincee 1985

Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s for over 75 years!
Right Coverage. Right Price. Right Choice.

Home • Auto • Business • Life

Legere Insurance David Pelletier • Brian Allain
978-534-8329   www.choice-insurance.com165 Mechanic St. 

Leominster, MA

Online Bulletin Delivery
Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletin

in your inbox every week.

Go to  www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Cell: 978.514.3423
Office: 978.840.4014
Douglas.Tammelin@NEMoves.com

4 Monument Square
Leominster, MA 01453

DOUGLAS TAMMELIN, 
REALTOR®

Leominster Resident
Call for a FREE Market Analysis!

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Prepare for power 
outages today 
WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

(855) 401-9893

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions 

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

1-866-615-0296
Dental50Plus.com/Pilots

Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation including costs and limitations. This specifi c offer is not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-4781 or 
respond for a similar offer. In WV: To fi nd a provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/fi nd-
dentist. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E); Insurance Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/B439. In CA, CO, ID, KY, ME, MD, MA, MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC, 
ND, VA: Includes Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Certifi cate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/
B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).
6323

Get your FREE
Information Kit

DENTAL Insurance
It doesn’t matter what dentist you see, we can 
help pay the bill. Get dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Call now!


