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GUEST COLUMN

FROM POPE FRANCIS

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

The Gospel of the Transfiguration is proclaimed every year on the Second Sunday of Lent. During this
liturgical season, the Lord takes us with him to a place apart. While our ordinary commitments compel us
to remain in our usual places and our often repetitive and sometimes boring routines, during Lent we are
invited to ascend ““a high mountain” in the company of Jesus and to live a particular experience of spiritual
discipline — ascesis — as God’s holy people.

Lenten penance is a commitment, sustained by grace, to overcoming our lack of faith and our resistance to
following Jesus on the way of the cross. This is precisely what Peter and the other disciples needed to do.
To deepen our knowledge of the Master, to fully understand and embrace the mystery of his salvation,
accomplished in total self-giving inspired by love, we must allow ourselves to be taken aside by him and
to detach ourselves from mediocrity and vanity. We need to set out on the journey, an uphill path that, like
a mountain trek, requires effort, sacrifice and concentration. These requisites are also important for the
synodal journey to which, as a Church, we are committed to making. We can benefit greatly from
reflecting on the relationship between Lenten penance and the synodal experience.

In his “retreat” on Mount Tabor, Jesus takes with him three disciples, chosen to be witnesses of a unique
event. He wants that experience of grace to be shared, not solitary, just as our whole life of faith is an
experience that is shared. For it is in togetherness that we follow Jesus. Together too, as a pilgrim Church
in time, we experience the liturgical year and Lent within it, walking alongside those whom the Lord has
placed among us as fellow travelers. Like the ascent of Jesus and the disciples to Mount Tabor, we can say
that our Lenten journey is “synodal”, since we make it together along the same path, as disciples of the
one Master. For we know that Jesus is himself the Way, and therefore, both in the liturgical journey and in
the journey of the Synod, the Church does nothing other than enter ever more deeply and fully into the
mystery of Christ the Saviour.

And so we come to its culmination. The Gospel relates that Jesus “was transfigured before them; his face
shone like the sun and his clothes became white as light” (Mt 17:2).This is the “summit”, the goal of the
journey. At the end of their ascent, as they stand on the mountain heights with Jesus, the three disciples are
given the grace of seeing him in his glory, resplendent in supernatural light. That light did not come from
without, but radiated from the Lord himself. The divine beauty of this vision was incomparably greater
than all the efforts the disciples had made in the ascent of Tabor. During any strenuous mountain trek, we
must keep our eyes firmly fixed on the path




Please pray for those who are ill, especially: — -

José Dhiogo, Jenn, Doris, Elena, Doris Maillet, Stephanie Matthews, ’

Jeannine Reid and Dick “The Barber” Fontaine. If you know someone who .
needs prayers, call the rectory or email us at office(@stceciliachurch.net and '

we will add them to our list for a month or so.

The Lenten Food Drive is off to a great start due to the generosity of the
parishioners of Saint Cecilia's. Catholic Charities is extremely grateful.
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b D Next weekend we will be collecting: canned fruits, canned juice, bars of

soap, cereal (boxed or instant), pancake mix, Bisquick, and maple
syrup.
f

Wednesday Lenten Soup Supper
Serving 4:30pm - 6:30pm

( OPERATION RICE BOWL \ This week’s menu: g,
Pick up your “Rice Bowl” to benefit the poor Minestrone Soup { =
and the hungry. Seventy-five percent of the &
proceeds will be distributed by Catholic Relief
Services to support life-saving programs in Free will offerings will be accepted for

over one hundred countries.

Twenty-five percent of your

donations will be used in

programs to alleviate hunger

and poverty in the Diocese of
QNorcester.

the benefit of the St. Vincent de Paul
\_ _J

LEOMINSTER
LENTEN WEEKDAY MASS FINDER

Monday

6:30am - Saint Cecilia

7:30am - Saint Anna

8:00am - Our Lady of the Lake
8:30am - Saint Leo

Tuesday

6:30am - Saint Cecilia

7:30am - Saint Anna

8:00am - Our Lady of the Lake
8:30am - Saint Leo
Wednesday

6:30am - Saint Cecilia

7:30am - Saint Anna

8:00am - Our Lady of the Lake
8:00am - Holy Family

4:00pm - Saint Cecilia
Thursday

7:30am - Saint Anna

8:00am - Holy Family

8:30am - Saint Leo

9:00am - Saint Cecilia

6:00pm - Saint Cecilia

Friday

8:00am - Holy Family

8:30am - Saint Leo

9:00am - Saint Cecilia

5:30pm - Holy Family
Saturday

9:00am - Saint Cecilia

LEOMINSTER
LENTEN CONFESSION FINDER

Monday

5:30pm - Saint Leo
Tuesday

8:30am - Saint Anna
6:00pm - Saint Anna
Thursday

6:30pm - Saint Cecilia
Friday

7:00pm - Our Lady of the Lake
Saturday

9:30am - Saint Cecilia
10:00am - Holy Family
2:30pm - Saint Leo
3:00pm - Saint Cecilia




Congratulation to Andrew Edmund Kelly who was
recently baptized. Welcome to our parish family!
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Last Weekend’s Collection
was $8,340.58.
Thank You!

“Go forth from the land of your kinsfolk and from
your father’s house to a land that I will show
you.” (Genesis 12:1)

God calls all of us to leave behind our old ways
and to follow Him, placing our complete trust in
Him. Some of the old ways that we struggle to
leave behind might be materialism, selfishness and
greed. Yet, God promises to show us a new land
and a better way to live. Remember what Saint
Teresa of Calcutta said, “God does not call us to
be successful, God calls us to be faithful.”

Chourdenjest

Friday, March 10
from 5 pm - 7:30 pm

at Our Lady of the Lake,
1400 Main Street, Leominster.

Menu includes Clam, Fish, or Corn Chowder,
Macaroni & Cheese, corn bread, crackers,
bread, water, soda, coffee, tea, and desserts.

Tickets: Adults $10, Children (6-12) $5.
Take out is available as well.

Classes starting this week, contact Pat Secino at the Rectory 978-537-6541 to register.

Confirmation Classes for Adults

Confirmation is the completion of Baptism, the giving of the full power of a Christian.
“Confirmation” means a strengthening — this sacrament strengthens and increases what
we receive at Baptism, particularly the power of bearing witness to Christ. If you or
someone you know that has not received the Sacrament of Confirmation, classes will
begin on Wednesday, March 8" from 6:30-7:30 PM in the Parish Center. Adults must
be over the age of 18, baptized and have made First Communion to attend this class.

We will begin our Bible Study on Thursday, March 9" from 9:30-11:00am in the
Parish Center on the Study of Exodus Part II. Beginning with the insecurity of the
desert wanderings, to encountering God on Mt. Sinai and the construction of the
tent dwelling, God’s people will learn what it means to be part of the covenant
with the one who liberates and also gives the law to guide and direct them.
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HELPING
BETHLEHEM

Next weekend, March 11th and
12th;Maysoon Khair of Star of
Bethlehem handicrafts will be in
the vestibule with carved olive
wood religious handicrafts made
by the students of the School of
Joy, a school for children with
learning difficulties located just
outside Bethlehem. Whatever
you purchase will go directly to
helping Christian families in
Bethlehem and the important
work of the school. Thank you

for your generosity!

THANK YOU!

Ash Wednesday was such a great start to L.ent with more than

six hundred people taking part in the three Masses.

Thank you, as well, for your generous support of priest

retirement. We collected 51,254 for this important Diocesan

Appeal.




A CONCISE
INTRODUCTION
TO THE
SACRED LITURGY

with Monsignor James P. Moroney

(" )

TUESDAYS 7:00pm - 8:30pm Live and via ZOOM
PREREGISTER BY EMAILING tempio@aol.com

Pre-registration is required and a donation of $25 is requested,
although not required. A copy of the book The Mass Explained
will be provided to each participant.

\ J

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE LITURGY
MARCH 215t 7:00-8:30pm

: A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE LITURGY 2
JAVZ\ MARCH 28th 7:00-8:30pm Y4\
vo LITURGICAL BOOKS AND LITURGICAL LAW %

APRIL 4th 7:00-8:30pm
\/ THE LITURGICAL RENEWAL OF VATICAN 11 <
APRIL 11th 7:00-8:30pm
THE MASS EXPLAINED 1
APRIL 18th 7:00-8:30pm
% THE MASS EXPLAINED II %
APRIL 25t 7:00-8:30pm
< 0,
\
& Pastor of Saint Cecilia Parish in Leominster, Massachusetts, <

Monsignor Moroney is former Executive Director of the
Secretariat for the Liturgy of the United States Conference of
Catholic Bishops, consultor to the Congregation for Divine
Worship and the Discipline of the Sacraments, and Professor of
liturgical studies and Rector of Saint John’s Seminary in
Boston. He has given workshops to more than 20,000 priests
and deacons in most of the dioceses of the United States and is
author of The Mass Explained (Catholic Book, 2008). <

J




Second Sunday of Lent
March 5, 2023
TRANSFIGURATION AND TRANSUBSTANTIATION

What was the Transfiguration? Was it the change of Jesus into something he
was not, or was it the revelation of who Jesus really was, as he is revealed to
his disciples in dazzling light as the Son of God in whom his Father is well
pleased?

Just as the Transfiguration was the manifestation of Christ’s glory to his
disciples, so too the Holy Eucharist allows us to partake of the glory we
shall know with him at the Heavenly Banquet. The closing prayer for
today’s Mass describes it:

As we receive these glorious mysteries,

we make thanksgiving to you, O Lord,

for allowing us while still on earth

to be partakers even now of the things of heaven.

In a very real sense, all time and space disappear at Mass, as we receive the
Bread of Angels while still on earth. We sit at the Heavenly Banquet, with
the Lord truly present in our midst. We gather at the altar of the Lamb with
all the Saints as a Royal Priesthood, a Holy Nation, God’s own Chosen.

That is why the priest does not just invite us to come to Communion, but to
answer a call to the Supper of the Lamb!

The Mass, then, is a foretaste of heaven, in which we literally taste the Body
and Blood of the Lord. In the words of the ancient prayer we pray at the
conclusion of the Solemnity of Corpus Christi: “Grant, O Lord, we pray,
that we may delight for all eternity in that share in your divine life, which is
foreshadowed in the present age by our reception of your Precious Body and
Blood.”!

1 Prayer after Communion for the Solemnity of the Body and Blood of Christ.



THIS WEEK AT SAINT CECILIA

Saturday March 4 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 76

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Herve Poirier, by Yvette Richard (Church)

March 5 Second Sunday of Lent Breaking Bread, page 76

7:00am Mass for Rita M. Daigle, by Marie Germaine Richard (Church)

9:45am Mass for Joanne Morrissey by Patrick and Janice Goguen (Church)

9:30am-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory)

9:45am-11:00am Catechist of the Good Shepherd, and other classes through Grade six (Parish Center)
11:15am Mass for Rita, Ben and George Daigle, by the family (Church)

Monday March 6 Lenten Weekday

6:30am Mass for Charles and Mildred Bilodeau, by last will (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
7:00pm - 8:15pm Grades Seventh thru Tenth Religious Education (Parish Center)

Tuesday March 7 Saints Perpetua and Felicity

6:30am Mass for Parishioners of Saint Cecilia Parish (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

4:00pm - 5:30pm Sacramental Prep Class A (Parish Center)

7:00pm - Discovering Christ: An Inquiry and Meditation, with Monsignor Kelly (Rectory)

Wednesday March 8 Saint John of God

6:30am Mass for Richard H.J. Brow, by last will (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

4:00pm Mass for Father Gerard P. Walsh (2™ anniv.) (Chapel)

6:30pm - Leominster Parish Mission - Taizé Prayer (Holy Family of Nazareth Church)
6:30pm - 7:30pm Adult Confirmation Class (Parish Center)

7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)

Thursday March 9 Saint Frances of Rome

9:00am Mass for Father Robert E. Kelly (4™ anniv.) (Chapel)

9:30am - 11:00am Bible Study - Exodus Il (Parish Center)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:00pm Mass for Brian and Ann Schafer, by Don and Linda Schaefer (Chapel)
6:30pm Confessions (Church)




Friday March 10 Lenten Weekday

9:00am Mass for Joseph G. LeBlanc and Norman LeBlanc by a friend (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

5:00 pm Wedding Rehearsal for Thomas McKenney and Caitlin Peters

6:00pm Stations of the Cross (Church)

6:30pm BINGO (Parish Center) Doors open 4pm; Game starts 6:30pm

Saturday March 11 Lenten Weekday

9:00am Mass for Father Joseph A. Moynaham (13" anniv.) (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)

9:30am - 10:30am Penance Service for Grades 2 - 6 (Church)

2:00pm - Wedding of Thomas McKenney and Caitlin Peters (Church)

Saturday March 11 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 77

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Thomas Tuttle (9" anniv.), by his wife, Carol (Church)

Sunday March 12 Second Sunday of Lent Breaking Bread, page 77

7:00am Mass for Roland Lortie (2nd anniv.), by friend, Larry Gladding (Church)

9:45am Mass for Anna Laverdiere, by her children (Church)

9:30am-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory)

9:45am-11:00am Catechist of the Good Shepherd, and other classes through (Parish Center)
11:15am Mass for Paul Roy (4" anniv.), by Jeannette and Lesley (Church)

A NEW SONG FOR LENT

QUIETLY, PEACEFULLY
Antonin Dvofdk

Words and Adapt. Lori True
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Qui - et-ly, peace-ful-ly let me rest in you.
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Qui - et-ly, peace-ful-ly lead me back

Copyright © 2007 by GIA Publications, Inc. * All Rights Reserved




?@ilotBulletins

THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU
WITH YOUR BULLETIN

FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images
to reflect the Gospel of the week or a meaningful Parish event.

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net

-~y
@ilotBulletins

Online Bulletin Delivery

)

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net
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CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

PROTECTION

YOUR ENTIRE SENIORS &
PURCHASE* MILITARY!

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

ﬁ CALL US TODAY FOR _ _ _
Q) AFReeEsTimaTe  1-888-674-0885
Mon-Thurs: B- ¥ PRRREi-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST é§ fEOAT:pQBYN?E

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Offer valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.”
Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795
Registration# HIC.0649905 License## CBCOS6678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# (127230 License# 559544 Suffolk HIC License#t 52229-H License# 2102212986
License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145
License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 Licensei# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501
License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822)Z License# WV056912

Custom Glide-Out Shelves
for your existing cabinets and pantry.
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Off First Month of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

a neighborly company
Call for Your FREE Design Consultation:

(855) 625-9032

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Glide-Out Shelves. EXP 4/30/23.
Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

or Adve g cail o O

o
Caring)(com \. (844) 985-4959

Take the guesswork out of senior care, call
a Caring Family Advisor today.




Wright-Roy
Funeral Home 978-534-9372

www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com
109 West Street Leominster

Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s for over 75 years! DOUGLAS TAMMELIN, PROTECT GOD’S
é’—,OICE Right Coverage. Right Price. Right Choice. REALTOR® PRE CIOUS INFANTS
Cell: 978.514.3423

INSURANCE GROUP D d Pell B Al
egere Insurance avid Pelletier - Brian Allain
e Office: 978.840.4014 END ABUSE
Douglas.Tammelin@NEMoves.com END ABORTION

165 Mechanic St. 978-534-8329 www.choice-insurance.com

Leominster, MA

Home o Auto « Business o Life . .
Leominster Resident

Call for a FREE Market Analysis! "I]‘Oe z’gonn.e“
: ax ension
Simard Funeral Home [ commupen e S 978-840-1040

Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director BRI DEA' 'A 800-880-9780
14 Walker Street Leominster 978-534-8420 =
L ]

e Mediation Services Evar?%rwgggm ? Est. 1988 -
3 of North Central at St. Cecilia's Parish Center @%ﬂ

AD SPAC E S ] MA, Inc. . “}'88 Mfiha'::c S‘rr'zz;, L:OTTSTE: Restaurant
M Inner-take-all games - Air Conditione .
AVAI LAB LE -20 $10 Door Prizes -2 Progressive Games 314 Centl"al'St. Leominster, MA 01453
617-779-3771 Having trouble with a tenant, landlord, || Doors Open @ 4:00 Bingo Starts @ 6:30 www.cristinas.net « 978-534-0849
neighbor, family, etc.? We can help.

MSI is a non-profit conflict resolution
service CONTACT US today!

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

978-466-9595 or

info@mediationncm.org

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876 OVER 90 YEARS

(978) 851-9103 W’, /7

Zhe Plac to Save Hoating Dollars FREE INTERNET
239 LITCHFIELD STREET
LEOMINSTER, MA 01453

Rosaries from Flowers

“Handmade from the Flowers YOU QUALIFY for Free Internet if you
of your Loved One” “God is Love” receive Housing Assistance, Medicaid,
www.rosariesfromflowers.com 1 John 4:8 SNAP, WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline and Tribal.

Prepa re for power GEN ERAC Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet
—e—— with one time co-pay of $20
outages today -

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE . DENTAL |n5ur‘anc

(855) 401-9893 Get help paying big dental bills

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a fulllist of terms and conditions.

P Get your FREE Information Kit
e from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Online Bulletin Deliver

Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletiny 1 - 866 = 61 5 = 0296

in your inbox every week. Dental50PIlus.com/Pilots

CALL TODAY (888) 490-8957
maxsio

' I
P FREE |
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

ACP program details can be found at www. rdable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete details
about this insurance solicitation including costs and limitations. This specific offer is not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-4781 or
G 1 b 11 / respond for a similar offer. In WV: To find a provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/find-
WWW. 1 1 1 = dentist. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E); Insurance Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/B439. In CA, CO, ID, KY, ME, MD, MA, MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC,
O to 'Pl otbulletins.net Slgn up ND, VA: Includes Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Certificate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/
B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: PIS4TN).
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For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins T Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008
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