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WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

Dear brothers and sisters,

I am delighted to announce that Bishop McManus has chosen to award the Mother Theresa Pro-Life Award to our
own Deacon Robert and Irene Connor. What a wonderful choice the Bishop has made. I know of no couple who
has done more to defend life and live out the Gospel of Life! The award will be presented at the Bishop’s Pro-Life
Mass on Friday, March 24t at 10am at Saint Paul’s Cathedral. I encourage as many of you as possible to be present
for this wonderful event. Congratulations, Bob and Irene!

Speaking of Congratulations, our friends at the Spanish
American Cultural Center recently received a generous
donation from Rollstone Bank and Trust. [ was happy to
join Neddy Latimer, Executive Director of SAC and some
of the young people of the after-school program for the
presentation. How wonderful to have the classrooms in the
Parish Hall buzzing with activity every weekday afternoon

B OPANSH Arenem Cenmes § 50

and how grateful we are for the new income stream provided [ 1 Fove Taousans 3 Blas Dussms

to the parish by this wonderful collaboration! =T

Lots to report on the repair of the gutters, now that April is in sight (if it will just stop snowing!) The final water
testing is scheduled for the end of March, with the repairs to masonry, drains and roof surfaces to commence soon
thereafter. On the next page you will see the schematics being used for pricing. I can’t wait for the engineers to
certify that we have definitively repaired the sources of the leaks, so we can get in to the interior repairs and
restorations.

Speaking of which, within the next two weeks you will be seeing the publication of our preliminary plans for repair
and restoration of Saint Cecilia’s magnificent Church. We have been working with Rohn Design on everything
from color schemes to liturgical enhancements, restoration of the sanctuary floor, lighting, etc. The Memorial
Brochure, which should be published this month, will provide opportunities for people to donate towards various
aspects of the project in memory of a deceased (or living) loved one. We will undertake each of these restorations
and enhancements only once sufficient funds have been pledged.

Which reminds me, the memorial plaques with the names of all the generous folks who made the Chapel of Divine
Mercy and Saint Joseph possible have been mounted on the wall outside the Chapel. While we made every effort
to get everything correct, if you notice any errors, we can always correct them in the future. It is my hope that these
plaques will remind people for generations to come of your immense generosity.

In the Lord,

Monsignor Moroney
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Please pray for those who are ill, especially:

June Roy, José Dhiogo, Jenn, Doris, Elena, Doris Maillet, Stephanie
Matthews, Jeannine Reid and Dick “The Barber” Fontaine. If you
know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email us at

e

PR,

office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our list for a month or so.

At this midpoint in the Lenten
Food Drive we offer thanks to
all who faithfully contribute to
its success. Your kindness makes
a big difference in the lives of
many in our community.

».StarKist

TR |

collecting: canned meats, canned
tuna, mayonnaise, ketchup,
mustard, instant potatoes, baked
beans and canned vegetables.

Wednesday Lenten Soup Supper
Dining In 4:00pm - 6:00pm
Take Out 4:00pm - 6:30pm

This week’s menu:
Beef Barley

Free will offerings will be accepted for
the benefit of the St. Vincent de Paul

LEOMINSTER PARISHES
LENTEN MISSION

Continues this Wednesday,
March 15 at 6:30pm
Adoration and Benediction

“Transformation in Christ”
at Saint Anna Church

P ed by the New bers C
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Lhis is the opportune moment to change our lives!
This is the time to allow our hearts to be touched!
Pope Francis, Misericordiae A ulis

SATURDAY, MARCIT 18
2\ 9:30 AM TO 1:30 P\

 PRESENTATION CONVEN'
99 CITURCIT STRELT]
LEONINSTER, NIASSACHUSETTS

Lent is an opportune time to
reawaken our conscience.

Join us as we spend some time
rediscovering the corporal works
of mercy and how we are being
ever more challenged today to
live them more fully as
Presentation people.

RSVP or questions: 845-564-0513 x101
or kellyr@sistersofthepresentation.org

ww ~i~||'|‘~nll|w|n'v~4'l|l.l|innlmll"_'
sisler

v
@presentationsister Instagram @nw phvm

OPERATION RICE BOWL

Pick up your “Rice Bowl” to benefit the poor
and the hungry. Seventy-five percent of the
proceeds will be distributed by Catholic Relief
Services to support life-saving programs in
over one hundred countries. ,
Twenty-five percent of your
donations will be used in
programs to alleviate hunger
and poverty in the Diocese of
Worcester.

The Knights of Columbus council #16479 is
having an open house for new Members this
Thursday, March 16 at 6:30PM in the St Leo's
School conference room. The Knights of
Columbus’ principles of Charity, Unity, Fraternity
and Patriotism serve as the basis of the Order’s
core values which are Integrity, Professionalism,
Excellence and Respect. Here’s an opportunity
for you to stop in and learn more about our
organization.

Last Weekend’s Collection

was $9,853.79.
Thank You!




DBiocese of Worcester
Office of the Bishop
19 Elm Street
Worcester, Massachusetts 01609

DISPENSATION

The Liturgical Commemoration of St. Patrick, the patron saint of Ireland, March 17,
is observed this year, 2023 on a Friday of Lent that the Church prescribes as a Day
of Abstinence from meat. In light of the importance of this feast day for many in the
Diocese of Worcester, | am granting a dispensation from the rule of abstinence on
Friday, March 17, 2023.

[ ask that those who take advantage of this dispensation perform another act of
penance in its place on that day.

Most Ré\erend Rdbert J. McMan
Bishop of Worcester.

February 27, 2023

atrick

I arise 1oday
through God’s
steength to pilol me;
God's might to uphold me,
Gaod’s eve Lo look belore me,
God’s ear to hear me,
God’s word o speak Tor me,
God's hand to guard me,
God’s way 1o lie before me,
Godd’s shield o protect me,

Goul’s hosts 1o save me [rom
snares of the devil, Lemplations §
and every one who desires me ill.§

Amen

v e Lowivne of e, Pareick



THE WOMAN AT THE WELL
By Pope Benedict XVI

This third Sunday of Lent is characterized
by the Jesus’ famous conversation with
the Samaritan woman, recounted by the
Evangelist John. The woman went every
day to draw water from an ancient well
that dated back to the Patriarch Jacob and
on that day she found Jesus sitting beside
the well, “wearied from his journey” (Jn
4:6). St Augustine comments: “Not for
nothing was Jesus tried.... The strength of
Christ created you, the weakness of Christ
recreated you.... With his strength he
created us, with his weakness he came to
seek us out” (In Ioh, Ev., 15, 2).

Jesus’ weariness, a sign of his true
humanity, can be seen as a prelude to the
Passion with which he brought to
fulfillment the work of our redemption. In
the encounter with the Samaritan woman
at the well, the topic of Christ’s “thirst”
stands out in particular. It culminated in
his cry on the Cross “I thirst” (Jn 19:28).
This thirst, like his weariness, had a
physical basis. Yet Jesus, as St Augustine
says further, “thirsted for the faith of that
woman” (In Ioh. Ev. 15,11), as he thirsted
for the faith of us all.

God the Father sent him to quench our
thirst for eternal life, giving us his love,
but to give us this gift Jesus asks for our
faith. The omnipotence of Love always
respects human freedom; it knocks at the
door of man’s heart and waits patiently for
his answer.

In the encounter with the Samaritan
woman the symbol of water stands out in
the foreground, alluding clearly to the
sacrament of Baptism, the source of new
life for faith in God’s Grace. This Gospel,
in fact is part of the ancient journey of the
catechumen’s preparation for Christian
Initiation, which took place at the great
Easter Vigil. “Whoever drinks of the
water that I shall give him”, Jesus said,
“will never thirst; the water that I shall
give him will become in him a spring of
water welling up to eternal life” (Jn 4:14).

This water represents the Holy Spirit, the
“gift” par excellence that Jesus came to
bring on the part of God the Father.
Whoever is reborn by water and by the
Holy Spirit, that is, in Baptism, enters into
a real relationship with God, a filial
relationship, and can worship him “in
spirit and in truth” (Jn 4:23, 24), as Jesus
went on to reveal to the Samaritan
woman. Thanks to the meeting with Jesus
Christ and to the gift of the Holy Spirit,
the human being’s faith attains fulfillment,
as a response to the fullness of God’s
revelation.

Each one of us can identify himself with
the Samaritan woman: Jesus is waiting for
us, especially in this Season of Lent, to
speak to our hearts, to my heart. Let us
pause a moment in silence, in our room or
in a church or in a separate place. Let us
listen to his voice which tells us “If you
knew the gift of God...”. May the Virgin
Mary help us not to miss this
appointment, on which our true happiness
depends.



Third Sunday of Lent
March 12, 2023
QUENCHING OUR HUNGER AND THIRST

How thirsty we are! Like the Chosen People wandering in the desert,! we
grumble that we are thirsty. Perhaps we are thirsty for love or for justice or
for peace. But, nonetheless, we thirst.

God heard the prayer of the Chosen People, and through the action of Moses
brought water from a rock. So too, God quenches our thirst with the
Precious Blood of his Son, flowing from his wounded side, having been
offered for us on the altar of the Cross. This is what the Lord means when he
says, “If anyone is thirsty, let him come to me and drink.””2

This reality is at the heart of Jesus’ encounter with the Samaritan woman at
Jacob’s well. She comes to believe that Jesus can give her living water that

will ever satisfy her thirst. For he has told her that he is the “spring of water
welling up to eternal life.”3

We are reminded of his words after the miracle of the multiplication of the
loaves and fishes, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me will never
hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst.”*

Or, as the Preface for the Feast of the Precious Blood reminds us,

...raised up high on the Cross, he gave himself up for us with a
wonderful love and poured out blood and water from his pierced
side, the wellspring of the Church’s Sacraments, so that, won over to
the open heart of the Savior, all might draw water joyfully from the
springs of salvation.5

I Cf. Exodus 17:3-7.

2 John 7:37.
3 John 4:14.
4 John 6:35.

5 Roman Missal, Preface for the Precious Blood.



THIS WEEK AT SAINT CECILIA

Saturday March 11 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 77

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Thomas Tuttle (9" anniv.), by his wife, Carol (Church)

Sunday March 12 Third Sunday of Lent Breaking Bread, page 77

7:00am Mass for Roland Lortie (2nd anniv.), by friend, Larry Gladding (Church)

9:45am Mass for Anna Laverdiere, by her children (Church)

9:30am-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory)

9:45am-11:00am Catechist of the Good Shepherd, and other classes through Grade six (Parish Center)
11:15am Mass for Paul Roy (4" anniv.), by Jeannette & Lesley (Church)

Monday March 13 Lenten Weekday

6:30am Mass for Jeannette Brow, by last will (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
7:00pm - 8:00pm Reconciliation & Adoration Grades Seventh thru Tenth Religious Education (Church)

Tuesday March 14 Lenten Weekday

6:30am Mass for Gladys Pedroza, by her family (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

4:00pm - 5:30pm Sacramental Prep Class A (Parish Center)

7:00pm - Discovering Christ: An Inquiry and Meditation, with Monsignor Kelly (Rectory)

Wednesday March 15 Lenten Weekday

6:30am Mass for Joan Uschold, by her son, Bert (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

4:00pm Mass for Father Richard Roger (Chapel)

6:30pm - Leominster Parish Mission - Adoration and Benediction (Saint Anna Church)
6:30pm - 7:30pm Adult Confirmation Class (Parish Center)

7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)

Thursday March 16 Lenten Weekday

9:00am Mass for Lena Albert, by Karen Albert, Kyla Kenney & Jane Burgoyne (Chapel)
9:30am - 11:00am Bible Study - Exodus Il (Parish Center)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:00pm Mass for The Bilodeau family, by Priscilla Gates (Chapel)

6:30pm Confessions (Church)




Friday March 17 Saint Patrick

9:00am Mass for The Richard family, by Ken & Jeannie Richard (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:00pm Stations of the Cross (Church)

6:30pm BINGO (Parish Center) Doors open 4pm; Game starts 6:30pm

Saturday March 18 Lenten Weekday

9:00am Mass for Marguerite (Maggie) Cormier, by Germaine Doiron (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)
9:00am-10:30am Sacramental Prep Class B (Parish Center)

Saturday March 18 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 80

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Doris Constant (5" anniv.), by Joyce & Paul Latuga (Church)

March 19 Fourth Sunday of Lent Breaking Bread, page 80

7:00am Mass for Irene Cristofono (20" anniv.), by the family (Church)

9:45am Mass for Robert Kurt Allan (1% anniv.), by his mother (Church)

9:30am-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory)

9:45am-11:00am Catechist of the Good Shepherd, and other classes through (Parish Center)
11:15am Mass for Robert & Loretta Corda (anniv.) by Priscilla Gates (Church)

12:30pm Baptism of Kane & Kaia Emma

This weekend, Maysoon
Khair of Star of Bethlehem
handicrafts will be in the

A NEW SONG FOR LENT vestibule with carved olive

wood religious handicrafts
made by the students of the
School of Joy, a school for
QUIETLY, PEACEFULLY children with learning

Antonin Dvofdk

Words and Adapt. Lori True difﬁculties located just

t T ]
1 | . 1

=== outside Bethlehem.

Qui - et-ly,  peace-ful-ly let me rest in you.

| Whatever you purchase will
= SE=== = = | = i) g0 diI'GCtly to helplng
Qui - et-ly, ?eaoe-ful-ly .le.ad me l;tack to you. ChI'lStlal’l famllleS 11’1
Copyright © 2007 by GIA Publications, Inc. « All Rights Reserved Bethlehem and the
important work of the
school. Thank you for your

generosity!
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THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU
WITH YOUR BULLETIN

FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images
to reflect the Gospel of the week or a meaningful Parish event.

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net

-~y
@ilotBulletins

Online Bulletin Delivery

)

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net
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CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

PROTECTION

YOUR ENTIRE SENIORS &
PURCHASE* MILITARY!

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

ﬁ CALL US TODAY FOR _ _ _
Q) AFReeEsTimaTe  1-888-674-0885
Mon-Thurs: B- ¥ PRRREi-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST é§ fEOAT:pQBYN?E

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Offer valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.”
Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795
Registration# HIC.0649905 License## CBCOS6678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# (127230 License# 559544 Suffolk HIC License#t 52229-H License# 2102212986
License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145
License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 Licensei# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501
License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822)Z License# WV056912

Custom Glide-Out Shelves
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

—~— =
i
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Off First Month of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

a neighborly company
Call for Your FREE Design Consultation:

(855) 625-9032

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Glide-Out Shelves. EXP 4/30/23.
Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

or Adve g cail o O

o
Caring)(com \. (844) 985-4959

Take the guesswork out of senior care, call
a Caring Family Advisor today.




Wright-Roy
Funeral Home 978-534-9372

www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com
109 West Street Leominster

Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s for over 75 years! DOUGLAS TAMMELIN, PROTECT GOD’S
é’—,OICE Right Coverage. Right Price. Right Choice. REALTOR® PRE CIOUS INFANTS
Cell: 978.514.3423

INSURANCE GROUP D d Pell B Al
egere Insurance avid Pelletier - Brian Allain
e Office: 978.840.4014 END ABUSE
Douglas.Tammelin@NEMoves.com END ABORTION

165 Mechanic St. 978-534-8329 www.choice-insurance.com

Leominster, MA

Home o Auto « Business o Life . .
Leominster Resident

Call for a FREE Market Analysis! "I]‘Oe z’gonn.e“
: ax ension
Simard Funeral Home [ commupen e S 978-840-1040

Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director BRI DEA' 'A 800-880-9780
14 Walker Street Leominster 978-534-8420 =
L ]

e Mediation Services Evar?%rwgggm ? Est. 1988 -
3 of North Central at St. Cecilia's Parish Center @%ﬂ

AD SPAC E S ] MA, Inc. . “}'88 Mfiha'::c S‘rr'zz;, L:OTTSTE: Restaurant
M Inner-take-all games - Air Conditione .
AVAI LAB LE -20 $10 Door Prizes -2 Progressive Games 314 Centl"al'St. Leominster, MA 01453
617-779-3771 Having trouble with a tenant, landlord, || Doors Open @ 4:00 Bingo Starts @ 6:30 www.cristinas.net « 978-534-0849
neighbor, family, etc.? We can help.

MSI is a non-profit conflict resolution
service CONTACT US today!

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

978-466-9595 or

info@mediationncm.org

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876 OVER 90 YEARS

(978) 851-9103 W’, /7

Zhe Plac to Save Hoating Dollars FREE INTERNET
239 LITCHFIELD STREET
LEOMINSTER, MA 01453

Rosaries from Flowers

“Handmade from the Flowers YOU QUALIFY for Free Internet if you
of your Loved One” “God is Love” receive Housing Assistance, Medicaid,
www.rosariesfromflowers.com 1 John 4:8 SNAP, WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline and Tribal.

Prepa re for power GEN ERAC Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet
—e—— with one time co-pay of $20
outages today -

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE . DENTAL |n5ur‘anc

(855) 401-9893 Get help paying big dental bills

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a fulllist of terms and conditions.

P Get your FREE Information Kit
e from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Online Bulletin Deliver

Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletiny 1 - 866 = 61 5 = 0296

in your inbox every week. Dental50PIlus.com/Pilots

CALL TODAY (888) 490-8957
maxsio

' I
P FREE |
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

ACP program details can be found at www. rdable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete details
about this insurance solicitation including costs and limitations. This specific offer is not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-4781 or
G 1 b 11 / respond for a similar offer. In WV: To find a provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/find-
WWW. 1 1 1 = dentist. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E); Insurance Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/B439. In CA, CO, ID, KY, ME, MD, MA, MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC,
O to 'Pl otbulletins.net Slgn up ND, VA: Includes Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Certificate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/
B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: PIS4TN).
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For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins T Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008
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