SAINT CECILIA’S CHURCH

The Road to Emmaus, by Fritz von Uhde




WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

Dear brothers and sisters,

It’s the Easter Season, which means that it is springtime. Outside my office
window, the birds are crowding into the feeder, trying to get a beak full of seeds.
A short distance away, the buds are staring to open as, even on a chilly day like
this one, you can smell the warmth of summer in the air. These are the days of
new life, reminders of all the Lord’s triumphant Resurrection, the new Creation
we have come to know through his Paschal Sacrifice.

No place is that more evident than in the Sacrament
of Baptism, which we celebrated together in the
Easter night. Last week, too, we celebrated the
Baptism of Alex Gonzalez, a wonderful young man who is now a
cherished part of our Parish Family. Nor can we forget the Sanchez

. Family (Crystal and Orlando and their children, Damian and Jenalise)
and Charles Hill and Christopher DiPaolo, all of whom became a part
of us through the Paschal Sacraments.

Last weekend, as we celebrated Divine Mercy Sunday, all were blessed
with the blood of Pope Saint John Paul II and many people joined us for
adoration of the Blessed Sacrament and praying of the Chaplet of
Divine Mercy until 3:00pm. We are so blessed by this wonderful
g dcvotion and the many people who come together daily in thanksgiving

g8 for the Divine Mercy won for us by the passion, death and Resurrection
of the Lord!

This past week showed so many signs of new life, including the “Rock n Boots Party” which filled the
hall on Sunday afternoon. Father Shaughnessy and I were delighted to see such a great turnout. We are
also grateful for the proceeds which, will help us to recover from the utilities bills of the coldest
months of winter!

Next week I will be taking a vacation for the first time in three years. Last summer, on a hiking trip to
northern New Hampshire with a priest friend, I came down with covid on the second day! So, next
Sunday I will be praying for you from Texas, but will be back in the saddle (see, I am acclimating
already to the local dialect!) by mid-week.

Until then, know of my prayers, as I trust in yours. Enjoy the Spring!
In the Lord,

Monsignor Moroney
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Last Weekend’s Collection was
$7,879.29.
Thank You!

PLEDGE TO
HEAL

PROMISE TO
PROTECT P

Believe in the possibility of help and healing.
If you have been abused or victimized by
someone representing the Catholic Church,
call Judith Audette at the Worcester
Diocesan Office for Healing and Prevention
at 508-929-4363.

The Montachusett Chorale will present its Spring
Concert on Sunday, April 30" at 2pm in the Tata
Auditorium, Leominster city Hall, 25 West St.
Concert proceeds will benefit Team Rubicon a
volunteer veteran-led disaster relief organization.
Musical selections will include patriotic songs,
songs from the stage and screen and the Big Band
Era. Advance tickets are $12 from Chorale
members, Mayor’s Office, Leominster City Hall or
at chorale25@hotmail.com . At door tickets are
$15. Under 18 are free.

zx BEACON

= _OFHOPE

Community Services, Inc.

As requested, we will be doing a calendar raffle for the month of
June. To keep our expenses down we are asking for donations
of gift cards and or money donations. All proceeds will go
towards the church renovations. If you are able to contribute,
please drop off at the rectory, place in the collection basket or
mail in an envelope marked June calendar. All donors will be
listed as sponsors on the calendar, so be sure to include your
name. All donations must be received by Tuesday, May 2 to
ensure that your name and gift is included.

- A reminder to all who took a
- 9 & Rice Bowl to place them in the
@ : /{'M basket by the church entrances.

celebrated for the intentions of everyone who is
sick.

After the Mass, the Sacrament of Anointing of
the Sick will be given to those who are elderly
or who have a serious illness.

MARkET

Saturday, May 20th, from 8:00am to 3:00pm
St. Cecilia’s Parish will once again join in the
Leominster Citywide Yard Sale to be held in the
parish center.

"Beacon of Hope cordially invites you to join us on April 30™
for its 30™ Annual 5k Walk for Hope in memory of Phil DeCisero
and Kathy Ricker. The Walk will be held at Barrett Park in
Leominster. Registration is 8 am to 8:30 am, and the walk begins
at 9 am sharp. The first 100 people to register will receive a
T-shirt. To pre-register or for more info contact Beacon of Hope

at (978)840-2727 or www.beaconofhopema.org"
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Seltzer $4

water  $1
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Third Sunday of Easter
April 23.2023
REMAIN WITH US LORD

At the heart of this third Sunday in the Easter Season is our reflection on the
story of the bewildered disciples on the road to Emmaus. As they make they
way, “conversing and debating” about all that had happened, the Lord comes
to walk with them, “but their eyes were prevented from recognizing him.”!

Then the Lord (they still don’t know it is he) interprets how his Passion,
Death and Resurrection are the fulfillment of the Scriptures. He acts as if he
is going on, but they insist that he stay with them: “Stay with us, for it is
nearly evening and the day is almost over,”? they tell him. So he goes inside
and sits at table with them.

It is at this point that the story takes a very particular turn, as the Lord “took
bread, said the blessing, broke it, and gave it to them.”3 Recall how these
are the same words used by Saint Paul and the synoptic evangelists to
describe the actions of the Lord at the Last Supper. In effect, it is the
Eucharist which is being celebrated, at which “their eyes were opened and
they recognized him.”#

The story of the Road to Emmaus, then, demonstrates the faith of the early
Church in Christ’s real presence under the form of bread and wine,
consecrated by his own hands through the action of the priest at every Mass.
While human eyes perceive only bread, the eyes of faith are opened and
recognize the Lord in the Breaking of the Bread.

It is that faith which is so beautifully expressed in a famous hymn of Saint
Thomas Aquinas: “On the night of that Last Supper, seated with His chosen
band, he the Pascal victim eating, first fulfills the Law's command; then as
Food to His Apostles gives Himself with His own hand.”>

I Luke 24:16.
2 Luke 24:29.
3 Luke 24:30.
4 Luke 24:31.

5 Saint Thomas Aquinas, Pange Lingua, verse 3.



Can you choose the
correct endings®
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1. Peter stood up: SEVEN PATHS BLOOD
(a) alone (b) with the eleven (c) against the
i M[P|A[6[A|N|S|A[B|O|D|Y

2. Peter was speaking to:

(a) the Romans (b) Pagans (c) the Jews? G|/B|F|D|G|E|O|TI|C|D|IH|I

3. In prayer you call upon:

(a) a Father who judges justly (b) a kindly MILINJLIT|CIUIP|L K|QJ
4l:3‘§}ing(c)ahar'djudgei; w M O/P|A|T|IH|S|L|B|T|V|S|R

. The risen Jesus joined two disciples who were
a) to Jerusalem o Emmaus (c) to Galilee?

5. When the disciples returned from Emmaus, ElRDILIAIMSRIEIS BIR
they learned that: FIS|E|V|IE|IN|G|J|E|I|O|H
(a) Jesus had appeared to Simon (b) the
Romans were going to arrest them (c) the KILIWIA|YIZIVIPIX|S|UID
apostles were in despair? S|G|O|L|D|AIN|G|E|L|S|T
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Solution to last
week's crossword

Can you find and circle the
words listed below?

PAGANS BODY GLAD
SQUL SILVER CuUP
DISTRESS BREAD LAMB
ANGELS GOLD FUTILE




THIRD SUNDAY OF EASTER APRIL 23, 2023

THIS WEEK AT SAINT CECILIA

Saturday April 22 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 141

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Eloi Richard, by Yvette and family (Church)

Sunday April 23 Third Sunday of Easter Breaking Bread, page 141

7:00am Mass for Harold Allard (1 anniv.), by his friend, Larry Gladding (Church)

9:30am RCIA (Rectory)

9:45am Mass for deceased members of LeBlanc and Comeau family, by Gail and Ron (Church)
11:15am Mass for Emile Gould (44™ anniv.), by Millie and Ryan (Church)

12:30pm Baptism of Brielle Lucille O’Clair (Church)

Monday April 24 Easter Weekday

6:30am Mass for Julia and Phillippe Cormier, by the family (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Tuesday April 25 Saint Mark

6:30am Mass for Suzanne Melanson, by Wil Gariepy (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
4:00pm Sacramental Prep Class A (Parish Center)

Wednesday April 26 Easter Weekday

6:30am Mass for Richard Uschold, by Bert (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:00pm Mass for Gabe and Nancy DiFrancesco, by Karen and Dave Stilwill (Chapel)
6:30pm Confessions

7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)

Thursday April 27 Easter Weekday

9:00am Mass for David Lamkin, by his wife Susan (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:00pm Mass for Leo Caissie (19" anniv.), by his wife and family(Chapel)




Friday April 28 Easter Weekday

9:00am Mass for Lena Albert, by Karen Albert, Kyla Keuneg and Jane Burgoyne (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:30pm BINGO (Parish Center) Doors open at 4:00pm; Game starts at 6:30pm

Saturday April 29 Easter Weekday

9:00am Mass for Denise Poirier, by Jim & Gigi Grimley (Chapel)
9:00am Sacramental Prep Class B (Parish Center)
9:30am Confessions (Church)

Saturday April 29 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 143

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Romeo Poirier, by Agrien and Gemma Poirier (Church)

Sunday April 30 Fourth Sunday of Easter Breaking Bread, page 143

7:00am Mass for Octave Cormier, by wife Kathleen Cormier (Church)

9:30am RCIA (Rectory)

9:45am Mass for Deceased members of Oscar Brodeur family, by Rita and family (Church)
11:15am Mass for Lorette Richard (5" anniv.), by Goddaughter Anne-Marie Bernard (Church)
12:30pm Baptism of Leah, Cole and Quinn Pelletier (Church)

_

Please pray for those who are ill, especially:
John Nelson, Viola Cyr, Dolores Garceau, Judy Davis, Claudette Hamel, :
Jesse Rojas, June Roy and José Dhiogo. If you know someone who needs
prayers, call the rectory or email us at office@stceciliachurch.net and we
will add them to our list for a month or so.

The Sympathies of the parish community are
extended to the family and friends of Yolande Brideau,
Suzanne L. Melanson and Jeannette M. Rogers
whose Funeral Masses were held recently.

Please remember them in your prayers.
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THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU
WITH YOUR BULLETIN

FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images
to reflect the Gospel of the week or a meaningful Parish event.

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net

-~y
@ilotBulletins

Online Bulletin Delivery

)

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net
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CLOG-FREE
GUARANTEE

PROTECTION

YOUR ENTIRE SENIORS &
PURCHASE* MILITARY!

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

ﬁ CALL US TODAY FOR _ _ _
Q) AFReeEsTimaTe  1-888-674-0885
Mon-Thurs: B- ¥ PRRREi-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST é§ fEOAT:pQBYN?E

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. **Offer valid at time of estimate only. 2The leading consumer reporting
agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.”
Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative for full warranty details. Registration# 0366920922 CSLB# 1035795
Registration# HIC.0649905 License## CBCOS6678 License# RCE-51604 Registration# (127230 License# 559544 Suffolk HIC License#t 52229-H License# 2102212986
License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 2106212946 License# MHIC111225 Registration# 176447 License# 423330 Registration# IR731804 License# 50145
License# 408693 Registration# 13VH09953900 Registration# H-19114 License# 218294 Registration# PA069383 Licensei# 41354 License# 7656 DOPL #10783658-5501
License# 423330 License# 2705169445 License# LEAFFNW822)Z License# WV056912

Custom Glide-Out Shelves
for your existing cabinets and pantry.
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Off First Month of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

a neighborly company
Call for Your FREE Design Consultation:

(855) 625-9032

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Glide-Out Shelves. EXP 4/30/23.
Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

or Adve g cail o O

o
Caring)(com \. (844) 985-4959

Take the guesswork out of senior care, call
a Caring Family Advisor today.




Wright-Roy
Funeral Home 978-534-9372

www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com
109 West Street Leominster

Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s for over 75 years! DOUGLAS TAMMELIN, PROTECT GOD’S
é’—,OICE Right Coverage. Right Price. Right Choice. REALTOR® PRE CIOUS INFANTS
Cell: 978.514.3423

INSURANCE GROUP D d Pell B Al
egere Insurance avid Pelletier - Brian Allain
e Office: 978.840.4014 END ABUSE
Douglas.Tammelin@NEMoves.com END ABORTION

165 Mechanic St. 978-534-8329 www.choice-insurance.com

Leominster, MA

Home o Auto « Business o Life . .
Leominster Resident

Call for a FREE Market Analysis! "I]‘Oe z’gonn.e“
: ax ension
Simard Funeral Home [ commupen e S 978-840-1040

Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director BRI DEA' 'A 800-880-9780
14 Walker Street Leominster 978-534-8420 =
L ]

e Mediation Services Evar?%rwgggm ? Est. 1988 -
3 of North Central at St. Cecilia's Parish Center @%ﬂ

AD SPAC E S ] MA, Inc. . “}'88 Mfiha'::c S‘rr'zz;, L:OTTSTE: Restaurant
M Inner-take-all games - Air Conditione .
AVAI LAB LE -20 $10 Door Prizes -2 Progressive Games 314 Centl"al'St. Leominster, MA 01453
617-779-3771 Having trouble with a tenant, landlord, || Doors Open @ 4:00 Bingo Starts @ 6:30 www.cristinas.net « 978-534-0849
neighbor, family, etc.? We can help.

MSI is a non-profit conflict resolution
service CONTACT US today!

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

978-466-9595 or

info@mediationncm.org

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876 OVER 90 YEARS

(978) 851-9103 W’, /7

Zhe Plac to Save Hoating Dollars FREE INTERNET
239 LITCHFIELD STREET
LEOMINSTER, MA 01453

Rosaries from Flowers

“Handmade from the Flowers YOU QUALIFY for Free Internet if you
of your Loved One” “God is Love” receive Housing Assistance, Medicaid,
www.rosariesfromflowers.com 1 John 4:8 SNAP, WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline and Tribal.

Prepa re for power GEN ERAC Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet
—e—— with one time co-pay of $20
outages today -

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE . DENTAL |n5ur‘anc

(855) 401-9893 Get help paying big dental bills

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a fulllist of terms and conditions.

P Get your FREE Information Kit
e from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.
Online Bulletin Deliver

Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletiny 1 - 866 = 61 5 = 0296

in your inbox every week. Dental50PIlus.com/Pilots

CALL TODAY (888) 490-8957
maxsio

' I
P FREE |
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

ACP program details can be found at www. rdable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete details
about this insurance solicitation including costs and limitations. This specific offer is not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-4781 or
G 1 b 11 / respond for a similar offer. In WV: To find a provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/find-
WWW. 1 1 1 = dentist. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E); Insurance Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/B439. In CA, CO, ID, KY, ME, MD, MA, MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC,
O to 'Pl otbulletins.net Slgn up ND, VA: Includes Participating Providers and Preventive Benefits Rider. Certificate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/
B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P1540K; TN: PIS4TN).
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