SAINT CECILIA'S CHURCH

The Ascension by John Singleton Copley
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WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

Dear brothers and sisters,

All kinds of good news this week. The engineers have finished their study of our beloved Church. Work
will begin during the coming weeks on the gutters and lower roofs and I will share the full report with you
after meeting with the Diocesan Building Commission. The analysis is so thorough, that they have
recommended a fourteen year plan to bring Saint Cecilia’s to exterior perfection.

Speaking of perfection, Bishop McManus has approved our plans for the interior restorations and those
will be announced shortly, as well. We will have a dedicated website with an introductory video and
Memorial Brochures in all the Bulletins. Stay tuned!

I’ve also been speaking with the Holy Cross Brothers and I am delighted to announce that the major relics
of Saint Andre Bessette will be making a visit to Saint Cecilia’s on September 24th. We will officially
receive them at the 11:15 am Mass and schedule veneration throughout the rest of the day. Just last
weekend, I was speaking to one of our parishioners who remembers meeting Brother Andre when she was
a little girl. The effect he had on so many peoples’ lives, bringing healing through the intercession of Saint
Joseph, remains a great blessing to this day!

This Monday, May 22nd, we will be welcoming Bishop McManus for the celebration of the sacrament of
confirmation. 93 candidates will be confirmed from Saint Cecilia's, Holy Family, Holy Trinity, Our Lady
of the Lake, Saint Anna’s, Saint Leo's, Immaculate Heart of Mary and Saint Boniface parishes. Please join
us for this wonderful celebration!

A week from Monday is Memorial Day . On that morning at 9:30 AM we will celebrate Mass in the
cemetery, weather permitting. [ hope many of you can join us to pray, especially for those who have died

in the past year and rest in peace at Saint Cecilia’s cemetery.

Finally, I hope you are enjoying this wonderful weather as summer becomes more and more evident with
each passing day! I hope you are also able to plan some free time to rest and relax in the coming months.

May God grant you much joy!

In the Lord,

Monsignor Moroney




Please pray for those who are ill, especially:
Mark Rancourt, Lillian Papadopoulos, Jennifer, John Nelson, Viola Cyr and :
Dolores Garceau. If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory
or email us at office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our list

for a month or so.
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The Sympathies of the parish community are
extended to the family and friends of
Denis J. Richard and M. Theresa Cote
whose Funeral Masses were held recently.

Please remember them in your prayers.

St. Cecilia’s Memorial Day Services
will be held on Monday, May 29
at 9:00 am at the Cemetery.
Weather permitting (not raining)
Monsignor Moroney will celebrate
Mass at 9:30 am at the cemetery.

Plan to attend this brief service as a family!
Each year many St. Cecilia’s parishioners
and friends attend the services in truly
impressive numbers which is a beautiful
tribute to the deceased family members,
and to the Veterans of the Armed Services
who have served our country.

MEMORIAL DAY FLAGGING
OF VETERANS’ GRAVES
AT ST. CECILIA’S CEMETERY...
COME HELP ON SATURDAY, MAY 27
BEGINNING AT 7:30 A.M.
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HEAL

Protect & Heal - Believe in the possibility of
help and healing. If you have been abused or
victimized by someone representing the
Catholic Church, call Judith Audette at the
Worcester Diocesan Office for Healing and
Prevention at 508-929-4363.

“The Church loves all her children like a loving
mother, but cares for all and protects with a
special affection those who are smallest and

defenseless.” - Pope Francis

Last Weekend’s Collection was $7,620.29.
Thank You!

‘Like good stewards of the varied graces of
God, use whatever gift each one of you has
received to serve one another.” 1 Peter 4:10
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Mark your calendars and join us for VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL (VBS) from Monday,
July 10™ thru Friday, July 15™. The question will be will we have Rocky Railway at our
parish (9:00AM- 12:00PM) or join with Holy Family for Totus Tuus.

Rocky Railway or Totus Tuus

ROCKY

T RAILWAY

For us to offer Rocky Railway at our parish we will need your help. Here are some ways to
help:

« Junior crew members- to guide/lead the younger children (grades 6-8)

«  Crew members-Journey through the adventure with the children (6reat Community
Service hours!)

* Crew leaders- Share the message of the day- guidance and script provided (You don't
need tfo memorize it or say it word for word. The script is your tool to use as a guide.)

« Crew techy- Able to take pictures and create short re-cap of the day video

If you can help every day, a few days or if you have some questions reach out to Paula at
978-537-5596 or pd@stceciliachurch.net or complete the form below and return it to the
rectory -170 Mechanic St. via the collection basket, email, postal mail or dropping it of f.

Name: Phone #:

Email:

| am interested in helping as a:
Crew Member Crew Techy

Crew Leader I’'ll help wherever you need me

VBS offers us the opportunity to break away from the ftraditional classroom learning
environment. It allows us to create and grow in relationship with Jesus, our forever
friend!

Feast Day Of
St. Philip Neri
May 26

“The love of God makes us do
great things.” St. Philip Neri




Seventh Sunday of Easter
May 22, 2023
THE STRENGTH OF THIS SAVING FOOD

The closing prayer for today’s Mass asks God to increase in us “the fruits of this
paschal Sacrament and pour into our hearts the strength of this saving food.”

The Eucharist as a source of strength. This is a repeated theme in the prayers of the
Roman Missal, wherein the Eucharist is described as “strength for the weak,”! the
Bread of Life which “restores our strength,”? and gives us “strength to face future
trials with fortitude.”? The Eucharist strengthens concord,* unity and peaces and the
love of husband and wife for each other.¢

Strengthened by the blessing of your Sacraments, we pray, O Lord,
that through them we may constantly be cleansed of our faults
and, by following Christ, hasten our steps upward toward you.”

Jesus’ remarkable prayer for Saint Peter at the Last Supper sheds light on the
Eucharist as a source of strength. At the end of the meal, he says: “Simon, Simon,
behold, Satan demanded to have you, that he might sift you like wheat, but I have
prayed for you that your faith may not fail; and when you have turned again,
strengthen your brethren,”8 Jesus’ prayer for Simon is that through the Eucharist he
has just received, the sharing in the Lord’s Paschal dying and rising, he may be
strong.

Jesus prays for us as well, and offers us a share in the same Eucharist through which
he prayed that Saint Peter might be strengthened. He prays that the Eucharist may
become for him “strength for those who are weary, worn-out and bewildered.” Thus,
in the words of our beloved Pope Emeritus, “by participating in the Eucharist, we
experience in an extraordinary manner the prayer that Jesus prayed and prays
ceaselessly for every person so that the evil which we all encounter in life may not get
the upper hand and that the transforming power of Christ’s death and Resurrection
may act within us.”

When we celebrate the Eucharist, then, in memory of the Lord, we are united to his
prayer and with his Paschal Sacrifice, offered for our salvation.

! Prayer after Communion, Mass for the Dead.

2 Prayer after Communion from Masses for Various Needs: For Giving Thanks.

3 Prayer after Communion from Masses for Various Needs: In any Need B.

4 Prayer over the Offerings from Masses for Various Needs: For the Preservation of Peace and Justice.
5 Prayer after Communion from Masses for Various Needs: For Holy Church PAC.

¢ Prayer after Communion, For the Celebration of Marriage.

7 Prayer after Communion, Fifth Week of Lent.

8 Lk 22:31-32.

9 Pope Benedict XVI, 11 January 2012.
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Can you find and circle the words listed
below the wordsearch grid?
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W4 correct endings? A|G|O|I|S|A|I|D|H|I[R|J
1. After Jesus ascended, the apostles returned: TIP|G|R[N|M|L|S|O|N[U|K
(a) to Galilee (b) to Jerusalem (c) to Bethany? HIQIRII[D|s|T|u|Vv|w|s X
2. The apostles devoted themselves to constant: 1
(a) reflection (b) activity (c) prayer? E|IE|C|T|B|A|6|O|D|Z]|A|Y
3. Rejoice, insofar as you share Christ's: RIDIAE|IE|A|IR|TIHIF|L|G
(a) sufferings (b) glory (c) power? i
4, The Lord said: I will not leave you: NIMIL VIKIY|OJUIJ|T|E H
(a) for long (b) yet (c) orphans? MIEIN RIE|(S|T|U|V|W[M X
5. They have known that in truth: clLIoIRIYINIZINIAIMIE!Y
(a) we will conquer (b) I came from you -
(c) I am their friend? JESUS HEAVEN JERUSALEM
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 21, 2023

THIS WEEK AT SAINT CECILIA

Saturday May 20 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 152

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
3:30pm Pray the Rosary (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Willie Daigle (14™ anniv.), by the family (Church)

Sunday May 21 Seventh Sunday of Easter Breaking Bread, page 152

7:00am Mass for Bernadette Cormier (7" anniv.), by her husband and daughters (Church)

7:30am Pray the Rosary (Church)

9:45am Mass for Andy, Maurice, Laura & John, by the family (Church)

11:15am Mass for Theresa (11" anniv.) and Maurice (2" anniv.) Doucet, by the Doucet family (Church)
3:00pm Confirmation Rehearsal (Church and Parish Center)

Monday May 22 Easter Weekday

6:30am Mass for Special Intention for Walter Hamel and family, by his mother (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
7:00pm Mass for Regional Confirmation celebrated by Bishop Robert McManus

Tuesday May 23 Easter Weekday

6:30am Mass for Daniel Hamel (51* anniv.), by the Hamel family (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Wednesday May 24 Easter Weekday

6:30am Mass for Deceased members of the Plourde and Brow families, by last will (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:00pm Mass for Gabe and Nancy DiFrancesco, by Laurie and David Newshutz (Chapel)
6:30pm Confessions

7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)

Thursday May 25 Easter Weekday

9:00am Mass for Janice Albert Hanson, by Peggy Merrill (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:00pm Mass for Father Andre Gariepy (2™ anniv.), by his sister (Chapel)
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SEVENTH SUNDAY OF EASTER MAY 21, 2023

Friday May 26 Easter Weekday

9:00am Mass for Romeo Poirier, by Yves and Sandy Poirier(Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:30pm BINGO (Parish Center) Doors open at 4:00pm; Game starts at 6:30pm

Saturday May 27 Easter Weekday

9:00am Mass for Deceased members of the Grimley family, by Jim & Gigi Grimley (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)

Saturday May 27 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 154

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
3:30pm Pray the Rosary (Church)
4:00pm Mass for George, Irene, Paul and Ryan Hamel, by the family (Church)

Sunday May 28 Pentecost Sunday Breaking Bread, page 161

7:00am Mass for Octave Cormier, by his wife Kathleen (Church)

7:30am Pray the Rosary (Church)

9:45am Mass for Hector Bilodeau (anniv.), by Priscilla Gates (Church)
11:15am Mass for Omer Constant (7" anniv.), by Joyce and Paul Latuga (Church)

St Cecilia’s is participating in a Baby Bottle Fundraiser

supporting First Concern Pregnancy Resource Center,

First Concern helps expectant mothers who are abortion vulnerable, as

well as families in need. Their services are Free and Confidential.

Do you know anyone who First Concern can help?

The fundraiser is easy! Running between Mother’s Day to Father’s
Day, just take a Baby Bottle home with you and put your spare change in it —or cash or a
check - then bring it back for the collection on Father’s Day! Please feel free to contact them
at www.FirstConcern.org or 978-365-9817

FITEA Concern

PREGNANCY RESOURCE CENTER
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THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU
WITH YOUR BULLETIN

FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images
to reflect the Gospel of the week or a meaningful Parish event.

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net

-~y
@ilotBulletins

Online Bulletin Delivery

)

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net




Custom Pull-Out Shelves
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

NO
INTEREST
NO
PAYMENTS

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

Calll for Your FREE Design Consultation: Shel

(855) 625-9032 ot

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH'
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 8/31/23. Independently owned and operated franchise.
©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

a neighborly company

Scan & use code
“GIFTNOW” for
a 5% discount.

Get Dad into
America’s Largest
Exclusive Whiskey Club

Excellent EJEMESESE 6,408 reviews on *Trustpilot

TRUGREEN™

Live life outside.’

Save now with

0%
OFF

Get the most out of
your lawn this summer.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-614-6526

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for first Lawn application only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new
residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may vary
by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may
apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. tPurchase of annual lawn plan required forTruGreen Lawn Assessment, which
is performed at the first visit. *Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2023
TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

PERFECTION
IS EFFORTLESS

THE PERFECT
FATHER'S
DAY GIFT

JUNE 18
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All-Time Grilling Faves
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 Boneless Pork Chops (6 0z.)

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z

4 Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

1 jar Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3.10z.)
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (5 0z.)
73375STR  separately $248:93 $gggg
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

SMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHg,

OMAHA
)\ SINCE 1917 _Z

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

Order Now! 1.855.995.3200 ask for 73375STR
OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves5232

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers will be sent to each shipping address that
includes 73375. Free product(s) may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Offer available while supplies last.
Cannot be combined with other offers. Other restrictions may apply. All purchases acknowledge acceptance of Terms of

Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOS| or call 1.800.228.9872 for a copy. Expires 06/30/23. | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

For Advertising call 617-779-3771
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Wright-Roy
Funeral Home

978-534-9372

www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

109 West Street Leominster

/ Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s for over 75 years!
CHOICE Right Coverage. Right Price. Right Choice.

David Pelletier - Brian Allain

INSURANCE GROUP
Legere Insurance
978-534-8329 www.choice-insurance.com

165 Mechanic St.
Leominster, MA

Home ¢ Auto « Business o Life

Simard Funeral Home
Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14 Walker Street Leominster 978-534-8420

DOUGLAS TAMMELIN, PROTECT GOD’S
REALTOR®
PRECIOUS INFANTS
& Ccl:978.514.3423
Office: 978.840.4014 END ABUSE
Douglas.Tammelin@NEMoves.com END ABORTION
Leominster Resident y
Call for a FREE Market Analysis! Joe O Donn.e“
8l COLDWELL BANKER 4 Monument Square Tax & Pension
% REALTY Leominster, MA 01453 978-840-1040

800-880-9780

BrideauEnergy.com

BRIDEAU,

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

[ ] . . .
Mediation Services

]
3 of North Central
(-]

. MA, Inc.

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Having trouble with a tenant, landlord,
neighbor, family, etc.? We can help.
MSI is a non-profit conflict resolution
service CONTACT US today!

978-466-9595 or
info@mediationncm.org

OVER 00 YEARS
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841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

LEOMINSTER, MA 01453

“God is Love”
1 John 4:8

www.rosariesfromflowers.com

Prepare for power
outages today

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(855) 401-9893

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a fulllist of terms and conditions.

GENERAC
— ]

7-Year Extended
Warranty*
A $695 Value!

BINGO ? st 1988

Every Friday Night
Restaurant

at St. Cecilia's Parish Center
188 Mechanic Street, Leominster

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net « 978-534-0849

- 2 Winner-take-all games - Air Conditioned
-20 $10 Door Prizes -2 Progressive Games
Doors Open @ 4:00 Bingo Starts @ 6:30

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

FREE INTERNET

YOU QUALIFY for Free Internet if you

receive Housing Assistance, Medicaid,
SNAP, WIC, Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits, Lifeline and Tribal.

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet
with one time co-pay of $20

CALL TODAY (888) 490-8957

ACP program details can be found at rdable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Phctsuieins

Online Bulletin Delivery
Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletin

in your inbox every week.

GO to www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

IF YOU LIVE ALONE
YOU NEED A MEDICAL ALERT
At HOME or AWAY

* GPS * Fall Alert * 24/7 * 365 Monitoring
Ambulance * Police * Fire * Family/Friends

3% MDMedAlert™
A ;
As Low As $1 9?n§onth ] ,\

No Contract * No Fees ¢ Easy Setup * md-medalert.com CALL 800-890'861 5

—
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GPS Mobile Above

For Advertising call 617-779-3771
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