“Come to me, all you who
labor and are burdened,

and | will give you rest.

Take my yoke upon you and
learn from me,

for I am meek and humble of
heart; and you will find rest
for yourselves. For my yoke is

easy, and my burden light.”
Matthew 11: 27-30

SAINT CECILIA'S CHURCH




WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

This week's column consists of advice offered by Pope Benedict XVI in 2006 on making the
most of your summer vacation,

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In this summer period many have left the city and find themselves at tourist sites or in
their homeland for their vacations. My wish for them is that this awaited rest serves to
strengthen their mind and body, which, given the hectic course of modern existence, daily
undergoes a continuous fatigue and strain.

The holidays also afford a precious opportunity to spend more time with relatives, to visit
family and friends, in a word, to give more space to those human contacts whose desired
cultivation is impeded by the rhythm of daily duties.

Certainly, not everyone can take advantage of vacation time and many must bypass it for
various motives. | think in a particular way of those who are alone, of the elderly and the
sick who often experience solitude even more during this time.

To these our brothers and sisters, I would like to manifest my spiritual closeness, heartily
wishing that none of them lack the support and comfort of friendly people.

For many, vacation becomes a profitable occasion for cultural contacts, for prolonged
moments of prayer and of contemplation in contact with nature or in monasteries and
religious structures.

Having more free time, one can dedicate oneself more easily to conversation with God,
meditation on Sacred Scripture and reading some useful, formative book. Those who
experience this spiritual repose know how useful it is not to reduce vacations to mere
relaxation and amusement.

Faithful participation in the Sunday Eucharistic celebration helps one to feel a living part
of the ecclesial community even when one is outside his or her own parish. Wherever we
find ourselves, we always need to be nourished by the Eucharist.
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St. Cecilia’s Spring Calendar Results
Profit $5,715
Outstanding!

Thank You to all who participated
and to our Sponsors!
Jean-Noel & Anne-Marie Bernard
Deanne & Dave Besnia
Bourbeau’s Market
Louise & Charlie Bourque
Cristina’s Restaurant
Janice & Patrick Goguen
Jim & Gigi Grimley
Al & Claudette Guilmette
Louise & Rob LeBlanc
St. Cecilia’s Ladies of St. Anne
Several Anonymous Donors

) 'Happy 65th ¥

One thing that | ask of you: Never be
afraid of giving, There Is a deep joy
in giving, since what we receive is

much more than what we give,

It has been a busy year so far for St. Vincent de
Paul Conference of St. Cecilia Parish. Sincere
thanks go to our generous and largely anonymous
benefactors for helping us to help others. With your
donations we have been able to provide food,
emergency shelter, rental assistance, gas money,
heating expenses, and aid in avoiding utility shut-off
as well as several other services to individuals and
families with children in our area. Donation boxes
are located at each church entrance.

Pope Francis said “generosity enlarges the

heart”. May God abundantly bless your large,
generous hearts for allowing us to do His work in
service to others. Please be assured that you are in
our prayers.

Saint Vincent de Paul Conference of St. Cecilia's
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St. Cec111a S Bmgo
Friday Evenings at 6:30 PM
2 Winner-take-all-games

Shot Gun Game
Progressive Games
20 $10 Door Prizes
Raffles
Cafeteria
Doors Open at 4 PM
Come Try Your Luck!

Last Weekend’s Parish Collections totaled $7,315. Thank You!

“For my yoke is easy, and my burden light. ”-Matthew 11:30

When we think of being good stewards, we may think that God is asking too much of us when He calls us to
generously share our time, talent and treasure. However, we must remember that we are not “owners” of
anything, we are merely “stewards” of the gifts God has given us. All He is asking is that we give back a
small portion, in gratitude, of what He has already given to us.



» Diocese of Jll THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC
w Worcester V"N BIOETHICS CENTER

Bioethics Public Policy Report  june 2023

This Bioethics Public Policy Report is a collaboration between Knights of Columbus councils, parishes, grassroots organiza-
tions, and The National Catholic Bioethics Center to inform the laity about developments in bioethics that impact human dignity.

National and International

* A government agency in Norway is recommending that the country revise its so-called gender transition
guidelines for minors after a review found the existing standards were based on inadequate scientific
evidence. The Norwegian Healthcare Investigation Board maintained that “research-based knowledge
for gender-affirming treatment (hormonal and surgical) is insufficient and the long-term effects are little
known.” In addition, the lack of evidence-based knowledge is “particularly true for the teenage population
where the stability of their gender incongruence is also not known.” Similar steps have been taken recently
in the United Kingdom.

Federal Courts

@ *  Two federal courts in California have ruled that churches in the state cannot be forced to cover abortion in
their health insurance plans. Both rulings maintained that the state’s abortion coverage mandate violated
the plaintiff churches’ First Amendment rights, bringing an end to two lawsuits that have been moving
through the court system for years. Alliance Defending Freedom Senior Counsel Jeremiah Galus stated
that the courts’ decision “protects the churches’ freedom to operate according to their religious beliefs,
which includes their belief in the sanctity of unborn lives.” In addition to losing the cases, California will
pay $1.4 million toward the churches’ legal fees.

* US District Judge Thomas Parker has blocked enforcement of a new Tennessee law that bans drag show
from public places where children are present. Parker, a Trump nominee, stated that “despite Tennessee’s
compelling interest in protecting the psychological and physical well-being of children,” the law known as
the Adult Entertainment Act is an “unconstitutional restriction on the freedom of speech.” He also main-
tained the law was “unconstitutionally vague and substantially overbroad,” and it encouraged “discrimina-
tory enforcement.”

States
% *  On June 2, Texas Governor Gregg Abbott (R) signed into law SB 14, which prohibits medical profession-
als from performing interventions for so-called gender transitioning on minors. The law prohibits puberty
blockers, cross-sex hormones, and surgical procedures, which include removal of breasts. Practitioners
who violate the new law risk having their medical license revoked. The law also prohibits public monies
from being used to pay for such interventions for minors. It also prohibits Medicaid reimbursements. Texas
is now the eighteenth state to ban medical transitioning experiments on children.

» Solidifying its status as an “abortion sanctuary” state, Minnesota’s next budget will not include funding
for pro-life pregnancy resource centers. The budget repeals the Positive Alternatives program, which
distributed approximately $3.35 million to organizations that offer women alternatives to killing their
unborn children.

* Nevada Governor Joe Lombardo has vetoed SB 239, which would have legalized assisted suicide in
the state. Lombardo said assisted suicide is “unnecessary” because of improvements in palliative care
and pain management.

For the full report, visit www.ncbcenter.org/bioethics-public-policy-reports.



Why I Am A Catholic

by GK Chesterton

The difficulty of explaining “why I am a Catholic” is that
there are ten thousand reasons all amounting to one
reason: that Catholicism is true. I could fill all my space
with separate sentences each beginning with the words,
“It is the only thing that...” As, for instance, (1) It is the
only thing that really prevents a sin from being a secret. (2) It is the only thing in which the
superior cannot be superior; in the sense of supercilious. (3) It is the only thing that frees a man
from the degrading slavery of being a child of his age. (4) It is the only thing that talks as if it
were the truth; as if it were a real messenger refusing to tamper with a real message. (5) It is the
only type of Christianity that really contains every type of man; even the respectable man. (6) It
is the only large attempt to change the world from the inside; working through wills and not
laws; and so on.

Or I might treat the matter personally and describe my own conversion; but I happen to have a
strong feeling that this method makes the business look much smaller than it really is. Numbers
of much better men have been sincerely converted to much worse religions. I would much prefer
to attempt to say here of the Catholic Church precisely the things that cannot be said even of its
very respectable rivals. In short, I would say chiefly of the Catholic Church that it is catholic. I
would rather try to suggest that it is not only larger than me, but larger than anything in the
world; that it is indeed larger than the world. But since in this short space I can only take a
section, I will consider it in its capacity of a guardian of the truth.

The other day a well-known writer, otherwise quite well-informed, said that the Catholic Church
is always the enemy of new ideas. It probably did not occur to him that his own remark was not
exactly in the nature of a new idea. It is one of the notions that Catholics have to be continually
refuting, because it is such a very old idea. Indeed, those who complain that Catholicism cannot
say anything new, seldom think it necessary to say anything new about Catholicism. As a matter
of fact, a real study of history will show it to be curiously contrary to the fact. In so far as the
ideas really are ideas, and in so far as any such ideas can be new, Catholics have continually
suffered through supporting them when they were really new; when they were much too new to
find any other support. The Catholic was not only first in the field but alone in the field; and
there was as yet nobody to understand what he had found there.

Thus, for instance, nearly two hundred years before the Declaration of Independence and the
French Revolution, in an age devoted to the pride and praise of princes, Cardinal Bellarmine and
Suarez the Spaniard laid down lucidly the whole theory of real democracy. But in that age of
Divine Right they only produced the impression of being sophistical and sanguinary Jesuits,
creeping about with daggers to effect the murder of kings. So, again, the Casuists of the Catholic



schools said all that can really be said for the problem plays and problem novels of our own
time, two hundred years before they were written. They said that there really are problems of
moral conduct; but they had the misfortune to say it two hundred years too soon. In a time of
tub-thumping fanaticism and free and easy vituperation, they merely got themselves called liars
and shufflers for being psychologists before psychology was the fashion. It would be easy to
give any number of other examples down to the present day, and the case of ideas that are still
too new to be understood. There are passages in Pope Leo’s Encyclical on Labor [also known
as Rerum Novarum], released in 1891] which are only now beginning to be used as hints for
social movements much newer than socialism. And when Mr. Belloc wrote about the Servile
State, he advanced an economic theory so original that hardly anybody has yet realized what it
is. A few centuries hence, other people will probably repeat it, and repeat it wrong. And then, if
Catholics object, their protest will be easily explained by the well-known fact that Catholics
never care for new ideas.

Nevertheless, the man who made that remark about Catholics meant something; and it is only
fair to him to understand it rather more clearly than he stated it. What he meant was that, in the
modern world, the Catholic Church is in fact the enemy of many influential fashions; most of
which still claim to be new, though many of them are beginning to be a little stale. In other
words, in so far as he meant that the Church often attacks what the world at any given moment
supports, he was perfectly right. The Church does often set herself against the fashion of this
world that passes away; and she has experience enough to know how very rapidly it does pass
away. But to understand exactly what is involved, it is necessary to take a rather larger view and
consider the ultimate nature of the ideas in question, to consider, so to speak, the idea of the
idea.

Nine out of ten of what we call new ideas are simply old mistakes. The Catholic Church has for
one of her chief duties that of preventing people from making those old mistakes; from making
them over and over again forever, as people always do if they are left to themselves. The truth
about the Catholic attitude towards heresy, or as some would say, towards liberty, can best be
expressed perhaps by the metaphor of a map. The Catholic Church carries a sort of map of the
mind which looks like the map of a maze, but which is in fact a guide to the maze. It has been
compiled from knowledge which, even considered as human knowledge, is quite without any
human parallel.

There is no other case of one continuous intelligent institution that has been thinking about
thinking for two thousand years. Its experience naturally covers nearly all experiences; and
especially nearly all errors. The result is a map in which all the blind alleys and bad roads are
clearly marked, all the ways that have been shown to be worthless by the best of all evidence:
the evidence of those who have gone down them.



WORDSEARCH

Can you find and circle the
words listed below?

KING  FLESH HEAVEN
QL"Z Can you chogse the SAVIOR SPIRIT EARTH
correct endings? ASS BELONG CLEVER

1. Jerusalem's savior would come: BANISH MORTAL TRUE
(a) resplendent in glory (b) riding on an ass HORSE  LIVE HUMBLE
(c) in secret? D

2. He would proclaim:

(a) war (b) himself king (c) peace to the
nations?

3. The Spirit of God brings:

(a) fear of God (b) searching judgment
(c) life?

4. Everything has been given over to Jesus:
(a) by his Father (b) by his own command
(c) for a while?

5. Jesus promised to refresh:

(a) the weary (b) the warrior (c) the clever?
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THIS WEEK AT SAINT CECILIA

Saturday July 8 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 174

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Andre and Anita Allain (anniv.), by Gil, Nora and family (Church)

Sunday July 9 Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Breaking Bread, page 174

7:00am Mass for Octave Cormier, by his wife Kathleen (Church)
9:45am Mass for Rick Raymond (10 anniv.), by Rita and family (Church)
11:15am Mass for Louise Boucher (1* anniv.), by her friends (Church)

Monday July 10 Weekday

6:30am Mass for Jeannette Mossman by the Ladies of St. Anne (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Tuesday July 11 Saint Benedict

6:30am Mass for Sister Giselle Brouillard, DHS (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Wednesday July 12 Weekday

6:30am Mass for Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s Parish (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:00pm Mass for Jeannette Brow, by last will (Chapel)
6:30pm Confessions

7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)

i




Thursday July 13 Weekday

9:00am Mass for Arthur Boivin, by Susan Lamkin (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:00pm Mass for Father Robert E. Gariepy, by last will (Chapel)

Friday July 14 Saint Kateri Tekakwitha

9:00am Mass for Arthur & Azilda Lavalee and families by Madeleine (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)

1:00pm Mass with Residents of the Manor on the Hill

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:30pm BINGO (Parish Center) Doors open at 4:00pm; Game starts 6:30pm

Saturday July 15 Saint Bonaventure

9:00am Mass for Marcel Guillemtte by Pauline Guillemette (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)
2:00pm Baptism of Christian Sanchez (Church)

Saturday July 15 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 176

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Louise Boucher by Georgette, Gisele and Ginette (Church)

Sunday July 16 Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time Breaking Bread, page 176

7:00am Mass for Ernest Savoie, by Doris and James Small (Church)
9:45am Mass for Glenn Reynolds (1* anniv.), by his wife and children (Church)
11:15am Mass for Pamela Petricca (6™ anniv.), by her husband and children (Church)

Saint Bonaventure

-

y e

Please pray for those who are ill, especially:
Larry Gagne, Stephanie Matthews, Arnold Baron and Mark Rancourt.

If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email us at
for you office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them to our list for a month or so.
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THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU
WITH YOUR BULLETIN

FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images
to reflect the Gospel of the week or a meaningful Parish event.

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net

-~y
@ilotBulletins

Online Bulletin Delivery

)

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net




Custom Pull-Out Shelves
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

NO
_INTEREST
N0
PAYMENTS

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

elfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH"

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: S

(855) 625-9032

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 8/31/23. Independently owned and operated franchise.
©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

a neighborly company

TRUGREEN™

Live life outside.’

Save now with

0%
OFF

Your First Application

Get the most out of
your lawn this summer.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-614-6526

*Requires purchase of annual plan. Special price is for first Lawn application only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new
residential EasyPay or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services may vary
by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional restrictions may
apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. tPurchase of annual lawn plan required forTruGreen Lawn Assessment, which
is performed at the first visit. *Guarantee applies to annual plan customers only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2023
TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut, B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

f’ 5
Leaf LFilter FOREVER

PROTECTION

e
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1-877-319-0949

\ A COMPANY OF

JBEESEt: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST / NLEAFHOME

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issuied by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases
of $1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases
is 28.99%. Effective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16
month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For
those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Offer valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full
warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL
#CBCO56678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946,
MN #R731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA
#PAD69383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822)Z, WV #WV056912

PERFECTION
IS EFFORTLESS

THE PERFECT
FATHER'S
DAY GIFT

JUNE 18

All-Time Grilling Faves
4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (5 0z.)
4 Boneless Pork Chops (6 0z.)

4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z

4 Potatoes au Gratin (2.8 0z.)

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z.)

1 jar Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3.10z.)
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (5 0z.)

73375STR  separately $248:93 sg 9 99
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

SMERICA'S ORIGINAL BUTCHg,

Order Now! 1.855.995.3200 ask for 73375STR
OmahaSteaks.com/GrillFaves5232

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. Free burgers will be sent to each shipping address that
includes 73375. Free product(s) may be substituted. Standard S&H added per address. Offer available while supplies last.
Cannot be combined with other offers. Other restrictions may apply. All purchases acknowledge acceptance of Terms of

Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOS| or call 1.800.228.9872 for a copy. Expires 06/30/23. | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

For Advertising call 617-779-3771
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Wright-Roy
Funeral Home

978-534-9372

www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

109 West Street Leominster

@OECE Right Coverage. Right Price. Right Choice.

INSURANCE GROUP

978-534-8329 www.choice-insurance.com

David Pelletier « Brian Allain

Home ¢ Auto « Business o Life

Simard Funeral Home

Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director

14 Walker Street

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers
of your Loved One”

www.rosariesfromflowers.com

Prepare for power

outages today

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(855) 401-9893

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

Leominster 978-534-8420

DOUGLAS TAMMELIN,
REALTOR®

Cell: 978.514.3423
Office: 978.840.4014
Douglas.Tammelin@NEMoves.com

Leominster Resident
Call for a FREE Market Analysis!

GB* COLDWELL BANKER 4 Monument Square
REALTY Leominster, MA 01453

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell
Tax & Pension
978-840-1040

BRIDEAU,
v
HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

800-880-9780

BrideauEnergy.com

Join Mediation Services of North
Central MA, Ine.'s
Basic Mediation Course. Learn to help
others resolve conflict peacefully.
Regisiration today. early registration
ends 7/14/23.

COURSE BEGINS &/14/28

MEDIATIONNEM 0RO
INFOSMEDL ATiON

BINGO
Every Friday Night
at St. Cecilia’s Parish Center
188 Mechanic Street, Leominster
- 2 Winner-take-all games - Air Conditioned
-20 $10 Door Prizes -2 Progressive Games
Doors Open @ 4:00 Bingo Starts @ 6:30

- Est. 1988 -
?@‘ m‘ é’ﬁ

Restaurant

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net « 978-534-0849

239 LITCHFIELD STREET
LEOMINSTER, MA 01453

“God is Love”
1 John 4:8

GENERAC
— ]

7-Year Extended

Warranty*
y_ A $695 Value!
-

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a fulllist of terms and conditions.

Phctsuieins

Online Bulletin Delivery
Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletin

in your inbox every week.

Go to www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

SAME-DAY COURIERS
RuUsH DELIVERIES

KXPLogistics.com
Kathleen Coffey Heger, Founder & CEO
Others try. We Deliver.

617.430.4824
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DISTRIBUTION
WAREHOUSING

For Advertising call 617-779-3771
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