
SAINT CECILIA’S CHURCH 
The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 

Cathédrale Notre-Dame-de-l’Assomption, Moncton 



Dear brothers and sisters,

At the conclusion of my pilgrimage to the Archdiocese of Moncton for the solemnity 
of the Assumption, patronal feast of Acadia, I am filled with gratitude for this deeply 
spiritual and rewarding time. The cover of this week’s bulletin shows the shrine of the 
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary at the Moncton Cathedral.

On Friday, after praying for your intentions in more than twenty parishes, I gathered 
with parishioners and friends of Saint Cecilia’s for a Mass at the Cathedral. This 
week’s column is the homily I preached at that Mass.

I came to Acadia this past week as a pilgrim, praying for the forebears of the flock I 
have been sent to shepherd on French Hill in Leominster. And I made this pilgrimage 
because we are, you and I, people of the exile. Exiles not just from forests primeval, 
scattered like dust and leaves at the whim of powerful men, but exiles from Eden, 
wandering through all the valleys of tears which the earth has to offer.

I think of the orphaned teenager Alfred Bessette, who took the train to to New Eng-
land 160 years ago, and for the next three years wandered from state to state in search 
of work. We are told that he would spend days alone in his room in prayer, longing for 
God to show him the way home. Years later, he became the little old doorkeeper who 
worked miracles, and I suspect he must have remembered those lonely nights in New 
England, thanking the God who had led him home to Mount Saint Joseph, where he 
was supposed to be.

I think of so many people who fled the shores of Acadia a hundred years and more 
ago, sometimes with nothing but the tattered clothes on their back. Those same people 
who built one of the largest churches in New England in the depths of the depression 
and whose faith thrives in their children and their grandchildren. Their love of this 
land perdures, as does their gratitude to God that he has led them out of exile to where 
he wanted them to be.

And I think of your patron, our Lady of the Assumption, fleeing into Egypt with a 
newborn child and an elderly husband, afraid that the powers that be might take it all 
away. This most blessed among women knew well the aching heart of the exile. But 
she knew too that the Son she had carried in her womb would lead us all home, to a 
place that no one could ever take from us again.

WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA
PASTORAL REFLECTIONS



For we are each a people of the exile, children of those who wept in the land of 
Canaan, the sands of Egypt and the waters of Babylon. And sometimes we too 
feel tears streaming from our hearts, when the uncertainties of life cut so deeply 
or our sins blanket us with despair, that our minds just can’t make any sense of it 
anymore…We know what it’s like to feel like exiles from God.

But always remember the secret of the exile: God’s mercies are never spent and 
his faithfulness endures forever. If we cling to the “affection that hopes, endures, 
and is patient,” then some day we will return to God’s paradise in heaven, a city 
set on a hill where there is no more pain or suffering or crying out, but a place 
of refreshment, light and peace, where we will sing with the angels before the 
beauteous radiance of God’s glory.

And I imagine that on that day, we’ll probably think we’re dreaming, for the one 
whose mercy endures forever, will have come to take us home, we sons and 
daughters of Acadie, we unemployed orphans, and sinners with quivering hearts. 
But be glad and rejoice, my brothers and sisters, “for the Kingdom of heaven 
belongs to just such as these.”



PICTURES FROM A PILGRIMAGE 





RCIA
Have you thought about becoming Catholic?
Did you receive Baptism, but never received First Communion and Confirmation?
Are you married or engaged to a Catholic and wonder what they believe?
A series of Inquiry classes will begin on Sunday, September 10th at 9:30 AM as 
part of the RCIA process. If you would like to know more, please contact Pat 
Secino at 978-537-6541 or email psecino@stceciliachurch.net

Do you like to garden and plant seeds and watch a plant grow?  
We need gardener’s who will plant and nourish seeds of faith with our youth!  Please 
think about nourishing our youth with your faith and love of God.  You, being Jesus’ 
humble servant could be the water, sunshine, or rich soil that a child needs for his/
her faith to grow!  We need a 5th & 6th grade catechist.  Want to find out more?  Call 
Paula 978.537.5596 or email pd@stceciliachurch.net.

Saint Cecilia’s
RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE

asks you to save the date of September 9th

Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Please join us for Mass at 9am followed by a 
Birthday Party for the Blessed Mother*

and a talk by Irene and Deacon Bob Connor
on the work of  First Concern

__________

*You can bring a Birthday gift for The Blessed Mother in the 
form of gift cards for First Concern (for car seats for moms in 
need) and baby gifts (diapers, clothing) for Catholic Charities.

Last Weekend’s Parish Collections totaled $6,258.99.  Thank You!

The Sympathies of the parish community are extended to the family and friends of  Charlene L. Davis and Arline J. Ouellette whose Funeral Masses were held recently.  Please remember them in your prayers.
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Pat Secino holds a Degree in Catholic 
Studies and Theology from Anna 
Maria College and is presently 
Director of Continuing Education for 
Adults and the RCIA at Saint Cecilia’s 

Parish. A skilled and 
popular teacher, she 
previously served as 
Coordinator of 

Religious Education 
for eighteen years.

Pat Secino holds a Degree in Catholic 
Studies and Theology from Anna 
Maria College and is presently 

Christian  belief in the Holy Spirit as the Third Person of the 

Blessed Trinity was not officially defined by the Church until the 

fourth century. But centuries earlier, the Hebrew Scriptures and the 

New Testament were already describing the action and presence of 

God's Spirit. In this study we will explore the activity of the Spirit at 

creation, within Israel, and the ministry of Jesus and the early 

Church.
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The course will be presented 
twice on every Thursday 
(beginning September 7th) from 
9:30am-11:00am and a second 
time from 6:00-7:30pm. The 
main text to be used is The Holy 
Spirit in the Bible from the Little 
Rock Scripture Study. For more 
information, email 
psecino@stceciliachurch.net.

THE HOLY SPIRIT 
I  THE BIBLE

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. 
TO SIGN UP FOR THIS COURSE, ONLINE OR IN PERSON, SEND AN EMAIL TO msgr@stceciliachurch.net.

A DONATION OF $25 PER REGISTRATION IS SUGGESTED.



S

Fr. Leo LeBlanc, a priest 
for over 44 years is now 
retired and in residence at 
St. Cecilia’s Parish in 
Leominster. He has done 
spiritual direction and 
retreats for over twenty-

five years. He also was a clinical social 
worker for about thirty years, working with 
children and adults. 

Fr. Leo LeBlanc, a priest 
for over 44 years is now 

This four-week interactive course on St. Therese’s spirituality of the little way is 
offered in the 150th anniversary year of her birth and will explore: 

·       How to become fascinated with Jesus 
and letting ourselves be seduced by him.

·       We will be challenged to accept our poverty, vulnerability 
and sinfulness as the path in desiring to become saints.

·       How do we find light and peace in the midst of darkness 
and in the storm of life.

·       The little way invites us to love and trust, 
and to allow God to transform us to be who we are: child of God.

retrea
five years. He also wa
worker for about thirty
children and adults. 

The course will meet every Monday 
evening starting September 11 until 
October 2 from 6:30 to 8 PM. The 
main text to be used is 15 Days of 
Prayer With St. Therese of Lisieux
by Constant Tonnelier, OCD. 

For more information, 
please call Fr. Leo at 508-450-0281.

COME TO THE FEAST 
OF THE LITTLE WAY 

OF ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. 
TO SIGN UP FOR THIS COURSE, ONLINE OR IN PERSON, SEND AN EMAIL TO msgr@stceciliachurch.net.

A DONATION OF $25 PER REGISTRATION IS SUGGESTED.





THIS WEEK AT SAINT CECILIA

Saturday August 19 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 190

Sunday August 20 Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time Breaking Bread, page 190

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for  Marguer ite (Maggie) Cormier , by Bernice Williams (Church)

7:00am Mass for  John Amico, by the family (Church)
9:45am Mass for  Daniel Simard, by the family (Church)
11:15am Mass for  Victor ine and Roland Aubuchon and their  children, by the family (Church)
12:30pm Baptism of Nathan Illsley

Monday August 21 Saint Pius X

6:30am Mass for  the Living Bever ly Hanson, by Wil Gar iepy (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel) 

Tuesday August 22 Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary

6:30am Mass for  Par ishioners of St. Cecilia’s Parish (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Wednesday August 23 Weekday

6:30am Mass for  Father  Rober t E. Gar iepy, by last will  (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:00pm Mass for  Donald and Denise Car ter , by the family (Chapel)
6:30pm Confessions
7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)

TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 20, 20230, 2023



Thursday August 24 Saint Bartholomew

Friday August 25 Weekday

9:00am Mass for  Mary K. Rivard, by the family (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:00pm Mass for  Lor raine Daigle, by Mar iette Allain (Chapel)

9:00am Mass for  Richard Fontaine, by Michael and Joanne Bangrazi (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)

Saturday August 26 Weekday

7:00am Mass for  Arcade Richard (2nd anniv.), by the family (Church)
9:45am Mass for  Madeline and Michelle Notturno, by the family (Church)
11:15am Mass for  Richard Girardin, by Roger  and Janice St. Cyr  (Church)

Saturday August 26 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 192

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for  Taylor  Bernard (4th anniv.), by Memere and Pepere Bernard (Church)

Sunday August 27 Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time Breaking Bread, page 192

9:00am Mass for  Raymond Aubuchon, by Paul (Chapel)
  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon  Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:30pm BINGO (Parish Center) Doors open at 4:00pm; Game starts 6:30pm

AUGUST 20, 2023TWENTIETH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Pleasee prayy forr thosee whoo aree ill,, especially::  Claire Beaudoin, Rita Brodeur, 
Pius Yun, Paulette Rancourt Catrona, Ebony Gosselin, Lynne Petrone, Faith 
Warchol and Larry Gagne.  If you know someone who needs prayers, call 
the rectory or email us at office@stceciliachurch.net and we will add them 
to our list for a month or so.
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SAVE 10%

FROM OUR FAMILY TO YOURS,
LET’S MAKE YOUR KITCHEN

MAGIC

ON YOUR FULL
KITCHEN REMODEL*

NEW CABINETS | CABINET REFACING | COUNTERTOPS | BACKSPLASHES

Discount applies to purchase of new cabinets or cabinet refacing with a 
countertop. Does not apply to countertop only. May not combine with 

other offers or prior purchases. MA License #142014.
OFFER EXPIRES 12/31/23

855.571.4397 | Free Quotes

KITCHEN REMODELING EXPERTS

1-866-615-0296
Dental50Plus.com/Pilots

Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete details 
about this insurance solicitation including costs and limitations. This specifi c offer is not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-4781 or 
respond for a similar offer. In WV: To fi nd a provider in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/fi nd-
dentist. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E); Insurance Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/B439. In CA, CO, ID, KY, ME, MD, MA, MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC, 
ND, VA: Includes Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Certifi cate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); Insurance Policy P154/
B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).
6323

Get your FREE
Information Kit

DENTAL Insurance
It doesn’t matter what dentist you see, we can 
help pay the bill. Get dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Call now!

Pets are family — they fi ll our days with love and joy. 
No one ever wants to imagine their pet sick or injured. But with Physicians 
Mutual pet insurance, you can help keep your pet healthy and happy. 

Affordablepet INSURANCE

™

Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
For complete details, including costs and limitations, please contact us. 
Product not available in all states.
6294

100% 
reimbursement on 
vet bills available

No lifetime limit 
on benefi ts

Go to any vet

Help protect your pet and pocketbook 

1-866-433-0747
InsureBarkMeow.com/Pilot
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 73818. 

Standard S&H added per address. Offer available while supplies last. Cannot be combined with other offers. Other restrictions may apply. All 

purchases acknowledge acceptance of Terms of Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 09/30/23.  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Classic Cookout Collection
4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4 Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
73818JQF   separately $274.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE      

$12999
Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

Order Now! 1.855.995.3200 ask for 73818JQF
OmahaSteaks.com/Classic5649

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one off er per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 8/31/23. Independently owned and operated franchise. 

©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most out of 
your lawn this summer.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-614-6526

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-319-0949CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases 

month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For 

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF
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Wright-Roy 
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell
Tax & Pension
978-840-1040

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net • 978-534-0849

- Est. 1988 -

Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s for over 75 years!
Right Coverage. Right Price. Right Choice.

Home • Auto • Business • Life

Legere Insurance David Pelletier • Brian Allain
978-534-8329   www.choice-insurance.com165 Mechanic St. 

Leominster, MA

Online Bulletin Delivery
Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletin

in your inbox every week.

Go to  www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Cell: 978.514.3423
Office: 978.840.4014
Douglas.Tammelin@NEMoves.com

4 Monument Square
Leominster, MA 01453

DOUGLAS TAMMELIN, 
REALTOR®

Leominster Resident
Call for a FREE Market Analysis!

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Memor ial Ads Available
617-779-3771

Stand 

Out
Color Advertising 617-779-3771

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(617) 841-4985

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what matters 

most from unexpected power outages with a Generac 

Home Standby Generator.


