
SAINT CECILIA’S CHURCH 
Peter Receives the Keys by Lorenzo Venziano 



WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA
PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

Dear brothers and sisters,

As I write this column, I have just returned from a wonderful pilgrimage to Acadia, where I was honored to 
take part in celebrations of the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin and pray for you at Moncton’s Cathedral, 
which bears the same name!

Along the way I not only visited all kinds of beautiful villages and churches, but met so many wonderful 
people, as well. I was delighted I had the opportunity to visit several of your elderly relatives, as well!  Below, 
you will see the picture of some of the folks at the Mass I celebrated on the last day of the pilgrimage!

We are making preparations for the visit of the major relic of Saint Andre Bissette to Saint Cecilia’s on 
Sunday, September 24th. The relic will arrive here at 8am and be present through the 11:15am Mass, with a 
period of Eucharistic adoration, a talk on the good Saint’s life and anointing with Saint Joseph oil throughout 
the morning. Please mark your calendars for this momentous event.

Finally, please consider taking part in Pat Secino’s course on the Holy Spirit or Father LeBlanc’s on Saint 
Therese of Lisieux, as indicated in this week’s bulletin. Later this Fall, I will be offering an Introduction to 
Liturgical Arts through the ages, and next spring we will have courses in Church History and an Introduction 
to the Catechism. They should all be great fun!

In the meantime, I pray you will have a chance to get away for a few days as the summer winds down. You 
can sense the change in seasons with the cool nights. May God be blessed for all these great blessings!

In the Lord,

Monsignor Moroney



RCIA
Have you thought about becoming Catholic?
Did you receive Baptism, but never received First Communion and Confirmation?
Are you married or engaged to a Catholic and wonder what they believe?
A series of Inquiry classes will begin on Sunday, September 10th at 9:30 AM as 
part of the RCIA process. If you would like to know more, please contact Pat 
Secino at 978-537-6541 or email psecino@stceciliachurch.net

Do you like to garden and plant seeds and watch a plant grow?  
We need gardener’s who will plant and nourish seeds of faith with our youth!  Please 
think about nourishing our youth with your faith and love of God.  You, being Jesus’ 
humble servant could be the water, sunshine, or rich soil that a child needs for his/
her faith to grow!  We need a 5th & 6th grade catechist.  Want to find out more?  Call 
Paula 978.537.5596 or email pd@stceciliachurch.net.

Welcome 
Nathan John Illsley

to your 
Parish Family!



Protect & Heal 
 Believe in the possibility of help and healing.   

If you have been abused or victimized by  
someone representing the Catholic Church,  

call Judith Audette at the  
Worcester Diocesan Office for Healing and  

Prevention at 508-929-4363. 



Saint Cecilia’s 
RESPECT LIFE COMMITTEE
asks you to save the date of 

September 9th

Birthday of the Blessed Virgin Mary

Please join us for Mass at 9am followed 
by a Birthday Party for 
the Blessed Mother*

and a talk by Irene and Deacon Bob 
Connor on the work of  First Concern 

_____

*You can bring a Birthday gift for The 
Blessed Mother in the form of gift cards 
for First Concern (for car seats for moms 
in need) and baby gifts (diapers, clothing) 
for Catholic Charities.

Last Weekend’s Parish Collections totaled $8,356.99.  Thank You!



S

Pat Secino holds a Degree in Catholic 
Studies and Theology from Anna 
Maria College and is presently 
Director of Continuing Education for 
Adults and the RCIA at Saint Cecilia’s 

Parish. A skilled and 
popular teacher, she 
previously served as 
Coordinator of 

Religious Education 
for eighteen years.

Pat Secino holds a Degree in Catholic 
Studies and Theology from Anna 
Maria College and is presently 

Christian  belief in the Holy Spirit as the Third Person of the 

Blessed Trinity was not officially defined by the Church until the 

fourth century. But centuries earlier, the Hebrew Scriptures and the 

New Testament were already describing the action and presence of 

God's Spirit. In this study we will explore the activity of the Spirit at 

creation, within Israel, and the ministry of Jesus and the early 

Church.
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The course will be presented 
twice on every Thursday 
(beginning September 7th) from 
9:30am-11:00am and a second 
time from 6:00-7:30pm. The 
main text to be used is The Holy 
Spirit in the Bible from the Little 
Rock Scripture Study. For more 
information, email 
psecino@stceciliachurch.net.

THE HOLY SPIRIT 
I  THE BIBLE

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. 
TO SIGN UP FOR THIS COURSE, ONLINE OR IN PERSON, SEND AN EMAIL TO msgr@stceciliachurch.net.

A DONATION OF $25 PER REGISTRATION IS SUGGESTED.



S

Fr. Leo LeBlanc, a priest 
for over 44 years is now 
retired and in residence at 
St. Cecilia’s Parish in 
Leominster. He has done 
spiritual direction and 
retreats for over twenty-

five years. He also was a clinical social 
worker for about thirty years, working with 
children and adults. 

Fr. Leo LeBlanc, a priest 
for over 44 years is now 

This four-week interactive course on St. Therese’s spirituality of the little way is 
offered in the 150th anniversary year of her birth and will explore: 

·       How to become fascinated with Jesus 
and letting ourselves be seduced by him.

·       We will be challenged to accept our poverty, vulnerability 
and sinfulness as the path in desiring to become saints.

·       How do we find light and peace in the midst of darkness 
and in the storm of life.

·       The little way invites us to love and trust, 
and to allow God to transform us to be who we are: child of God.

retrea
five years. He also wa
worker for about thirty
children and adults. 

The course will meet every Monday 
evening starting September 11 until 
October 2 from 6:30 to 8 PM. The 
main text to be used is 15 Days of 
Prayer With St. Therese of Lisieux
by Constant Tonnelier, OCD. 

For more information, 
please call Fr. Leo at 508-450-0281.

COME TO THE FEAST 
OF THE LITTLE WAY 

OF ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX

PRE-REGISTRATION IS REQUIRED. 
TO SIGN UP FOR THIS COURSE, ONLINE OR IN PERSON, SEND AN EMAIL TO msgr@stceciliachurch.net.

A DONATION OF $25 PER REGISTRATION IS SUGGESTED.



A CATHOLIC GUIDE TO E D-OF-LIFE DECISIO S4

The Specter of Euthanasia 

Anne shares her hospital room with a woman whose condition is similar to her own. 
Recently, a stranger visited her roommate and the two of them had a long discussion 
together. After he left, Anne was surprised to learn that the man was an advocate of 
euthanasia. Apparently he knows of a doctor who has already helped some sick people to 
end their lives. He is trying to convince Anne’s roommate to do the same.  

Human life is a precious and inviolable gift from God. Our love of God and His creation 
should cause us to shun any thought of violating this great gift through suicide or 
euthanasia. We read in Wisdom, “God did not make death, nor does He rejoice in the 
destruction of the living. For He fashioned all things that they may have being” (1:13). St. 
Paul reminds us, “If we live, we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord” 
(Rom. 14:8).  

When formulating an advance directive or discussing end-of-life issues, we should avoid 
using the expression “quality of life.” Life itself is always a good, and this is a quality 
that can never be lost. Our focus should be not on whether someone’s life has enough 
“quality” to it (quality will always be diminished during sickness or disease), but rather 
on whether a proposed medical treatment would be unduly burdensome and insufficiently 
beneficial for his or her particular circumstances. “Physician Orders for Life-Sustaining 
Treatment” forms can also raise ethical concerns. POLST forms may be written to permit 
the withholding of antibiotics, nutrition  

 Copyright © 1998; rev. 2005; rev. 2011 The National Catholic Bioethics Center. Reprinted with 4

permission.

The Specter of Euthanasia 

A h h h l h h d l h

Thanks to The National Catholic Bioethics Center, we are publishing a 
series of in-depth articles explaining Church teaching on some very 
important questions facing Catholics w may be approaching the end 
of their lives and those who love them. This, the last of four bulletin 
articles in this series, addresses Catholic teaching on euthanasia in the 
light of the Resurrection.



medical care. Signed by a medical professional, they mandate compliance by health-care 
workers, including emergency responders. Catholics should exercise great caution before 
agreeing to be bound by such documents.  Euthanasia was defined by Pope John Paul II, 
in The Gospel of Life, as “an action or omission which of itself and by intention causes 
death, with the purpose of eliminating all suffering” (n. 64). Supporters of euthanasia 
often justify it, along with physician-assisted suicide, on the grounds that the pain of 
terminal illness is too great for the average person to bear. They hold that it is more 
merciful to kill the suffering patient.  

The prospect of intractable pain may be frightening, but such extreme distress rarely 
occurs. The physician almost always can minimize or eliminate the pain that may 
accompany terminal illness. Most people, in fact, die peaceful deaths. The Gospel of Life 
holds that “euthanasia is a grave violation of the law of God, since it is the deliberate and 
morally unacceptable killing of a human person” (n. 65, original emphasis). 
Fundamentally, it is an unreasonable act. Although it is certainly preferable to die in a 
conscious state of prayer, no one should feel obliged to forgo medications and pain relief 
even though they may bring about disorientation or produce unconsciousness. The 
Church encourages appropriate treatment for pain, even when such treatment may 
indirectly shorten life, so long as the intent is not to hasten death. What is chosen is pain 
relief. This is an application of the principle of double effect. The Church asks only that 
appropriate conditions exist before such medication be taken.  

Hope of the Resurrection 

At death, we do not cease to exist but continue to live by God’s grace as we await the 
resurrection of the body. Though we will be united with our bodies once again, the 
Church encourages us to consider deceased organ donation. Care should be taken to 
ensure that a proper determination of death is made, that the donation is not used for 
commercial purposes, and that the body is not trivialized in any way. When we direct 
organ and tissue donation to the personal good of others, we share the gift of life.  
We hope that these explanations of the moral teachings of the Catholic Church have been 
helpful to you. Christians should approach death with the joyful anticipation of a new life 
with our Blessed Lord. In order to prepare themselves to see God face to face, Catholics 
should try to confess their sins to a priest before death. Efforts should be made to assure 
that the dying can receive the Sacrament of the Sick, and the blessing of Viaticum, our 
Lord’s body and blood as “food for the journey.” When our loved ones have passed on 
from this life, we should remember our obligation in charity and justice to pray for the 
repose of the souls of the faithful departed— and in this way remain in communion with 
our beloved family members and friends.  



THIS WEEK AT SAINT CECILIA

Saturday August 26 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 192

Sunday August 27 Twenty-first Sunday in Ordinary Time Breaking Bread, page 192

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for  Taylor  Bernard (4th anniv.), by Memere and Pepere Bernard (Church)

7:00am Mass for  Arcade Richard (2nd anniv.), by the family (Church)
9:45am Mass for  Madeline and Michelle Notturno, by the family (Church)
11:15am Mass for  Richard Girardin, by Roger  and Janice St. Cyr  (Church)

Monday August 28 Saint Augustine

6:30am Mass for  the Jeannette Brow, by last will (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel) 

Tuesday August 29 Passion of Saint John the Baptist

6:30am Mass for  Winnie Mar tin, by Thelma Cormier  and family (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Wednesday August 30 Weekday

6:30am Mass for  Par ishioners of St. Cecilia’s Parish (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:00pm Mass for  Dolores Valer i, by Andrew, Karen and Phillip (Chapel)
6:30pm Confessions
7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)

TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME AUGUST 27, 2023



Thursday August 31 Weekday

Friday September 1 Weekday

9:00am Mass for  Roland (Midnight) Cote, by Al & Claudette Guilmette (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:00pm Mass for  Char les and Mildred Bilodeau, by last will (Chapel)

9:00am Mass for  David and Glor ia DiGeronimo, by Michael and Joanne Bangrazi (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)

Saturday September 2 Weekday

7:00am Mass for  Lien (Theresa) Le, by the family (Church)
9:45am Mass for  David Constant (10th anniv.), by Joyce and Paul Latuga (Church)

First Holy Communion for Alex Gonzalez
11:15am Mass for  Rita Gould (22nd anniv.), by Gerald McDonald and family (Church)

Saturday September 2 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 194

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for  Rick Baron (28th anniv.), by Mom, Dad and Michael (Church)

Sunday September 3 Twenty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time Breaking Bread, page 194

9:00am Mass for  Richard H.J . Brow, by last will (Chapel)
  Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon  Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:30pm BINGO (Parish Center) Doors open at 4:00pm; Game starts 6:30pm

AUGUST 27, 2023TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME

Pleasee prayy forr thosee whoo aree ill,, especially:: Janet Coleman, Kathy, Lucille 
DeRosa, Claire Beaudoin, Rita Brodeur, Pius Yun, Paulette Rancourt Catrona 
and Ebony Gosselin and Lynne Petrone.  If you know someone who needs 
prayers, call the rectory or email us at office@stceciliachurch.net and we will 
add them to our list for a month or so.
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Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Mail

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS 
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU 

WITH YOUR BULLETIN
FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images 

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week 
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net
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Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Limit 2. 8 free 4 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 73818. 

Standard S&H added per address. Offer available while supplies last. Cannot be combined with other offers. Other restrictions may apply. All 

purchases acknowledge acceptance of Terms of Use: OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOSI. Expires 09/30/23.  |  Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Classic Cookout Collection
4 Butcher’s Cut Filet Mignons (5 oz.)
4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (5 oz.)
4 Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 oz.)
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 oz.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)
1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 oz.)
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Burgers (4 oz.)
73818JQF   separately $274.93
SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE      

$12999
Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

Order Now! 1.855.995.3200 ask for 73818JQF
OmahaSteaks.com/Classic5649

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one off er per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 8/31/23. Independently owned and operated franchise. 

©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved. 

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Your First Application
50%

OFF*

Save now with

Get the most out of 
your lawn this summer.

SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!

1-855-614-6526

BEFORE LeafFilte
r

AFTER LeafFilte
r

1-877-319-0949CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

TH

E NATION’S

    G
U

T T E R  G U A R
D1 2

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases 

month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For 

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF
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Wright-Roy 
Funeral Home

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell
Tax & Pension
978-840-1040

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net • 978-534-0849

- Est. 1988 -

Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s for over 75 years!
Right Coverage. Right Price. Right Choice.

Home • Auto • Business • Life

Legere Insurance David Pelletier • Brian Allain
978-534-8329   www.choice-insurance.com165 Mechanic St. 

Leominster, MA

Online Bulletin Delivery
Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletin

in your inbox every week.

Go to  www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Cell: 978.514.3423
Office: 978.840.4014
Douglas.Tammelin@NEMoves.com

4 Monument Square
Leominster, MA 01453

DOUGLAS TAMMELIN, 
REALTOR®

Leominster Resident
Call for a FREE Market Analysis!

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Memor ial Ads Available
617-779-3771

Stand 

Out
Color Advertising 617-779-3771

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(617) 841-4985

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what matters 

most from unexpected power outages with a Generac 

Home Standby Generator.


