Prepare the Way of the Lord, by Annibale Carracci
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WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

Dear brothers and sisters,

The origins of the text are obscure at best, but from the late Middle Ages it is a favorite of composers, perhaps
because of its deep spiritual meaning:

Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by any din of drumes,
nor his manners, nor his airs, nor by anything he wears.

Thou shalt know him when he comes, not by his crown or by his gown.
But his coming known shall be, by the holy harmony which his coming makes in thee.

Appropriately, in this Advent Season, it speaks of the coming of the Lord Jesus in glory. Many Medieval texts
reflect on how to recognize the Lord when he comes to judge the living and the dead. All Jesus tells us is that he
will be coming on a cloud from the East. So how will we know what he looks like? How will we know that it is
him?

It is the question which gave rise to the practice of painting an image of Jesus on the inside lid of your coffin so
that when you awake for the last judgement you will have a last minute reminder of what your judge looks like! It
is the question we ask every day, as reflected by the Psalmist: “Who is the King of Glory?” (Psalm 24:8).

Jesus answers that question and invites us to encounter him in the Sacraments. In the Sacrament of Penance we
can hear the judge forgive our sins. All we need to do is be sorry and go to confession. In the Holy Eucharist we
can receive the Body and Blood of the one who will come at the end of time, resting assured that he who eats the
flesh of the Son of Man and drinks his blood will have life eternal and the Lord will raise him up on the last day
(cf. John 6:54).

Jesus answers the question again by telling us that we can meet him in the hungry, the naked, the ill and the poor
and that whatever we do for them we do for him. (Cf. Matthew 25: 31-46).

When we find him in the Sacraments or in those who need us we will recognize him as the Good Shepherd who
comes to save lost sheep, calls the weary and burdened to rest in his gentle and humble heart. (Cf. Matthew 11:
28-30). For, as the ancient poem portends: “his presence known shall be by the holy harmony which his coming
makes in thee.”

In the Lord,

Monsignor Moroney




LOTS GOING ON AT YOUR FAVORITE CHURCH

' Leani th tt f:
Blessing the Advent Wreath caning on the new gutter suriace

WHAT’S UP
WITH ALL THOSE LIFTS OUT THERE?

With the help of MJE Engineering and Cole
Construction, the gutters of Saint Cecilia’s Church
are being entirely replaced.

Masonry is being repaired, new drains with
screens are being installed and state of the art
materials are being used to line the entire gutter
system.

Next spring, all secondary roofs will be entirely
replaced and the East Tower (the tallest one) will
be restored, with special attention to roofing,
concrete, masonry and window integrity.

This is the first of several phases envisioned for
the complete restoration of the exterior of Saint
Cecilia’s Church.

Once this first phase is completed in the first half
of 2024, the building will be water-tight, and
restoration of the interior of the Church will
begin.

YOU ARE INVITED to be a part of this
important work of preparing Saint Cecilia’s for
service to future generation of Catholics in
Leominster.

ROOF & CEILING PLAN 3-A
BCALE-( 8y

Please consider a contribution to the ROOF
FUND or give a MEMORIAL GIFT to the
interior restoration of Worcester County’s largest
Church!




HERE’S A RIDDLE FOR YOU!

WHAT MAKES A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT
AND HELPS TO HEAT THE CHURCH AT THE SAME TIME?

STy

Dear Santa,

Please bring me a
ticket for the Saint
Cecilia Christmas
Raffle! | could win

P\ ‘“ up to $5,200 in

-

&'ﬁ’
ﬁ cash prizes and 1
-]
gift cards!
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The SAINT CECILIA CHRISTMAS CALENDAR RAFFLE
was just mailed to all parishioners this week. Each ticket you
purchase gets you a chance to win $5,200 in prizes. Each

day for the thirty- one days in January we will be drawing a
winner, live on our Facebook Page. Prizes range from $100 to
$1,100 in cash or gift cards from local merchants. We suggest
a donation for each raffle ticket of $15, or three for $40!

If you need more copies of the CHRISTMAS CALENDAR RAFFLE, call us at 978-537-6541or stop
by and see us during office hours, from 10am-3pm, Monday through Friday. Just return the stubs and
donations in an envelope marked RAFFLE. You can drop them in the collection basket, mail them or
drop them in the mail slot at the rectory. Checks should be made payable to “Saint Cecilia Church.”

As we continue to prepare for Christmas this Advent,
we are excited to present our Christmas Pageant with
some of our youngest parishioners reminding us to

stop and reflect about the love and joy the Christmas

Season offers us to partake in.

Plan to join us at the 11:15 Mass next Sunday, Dec.
17™ as the children perform the Nativity of our Lord
Jesus Christ before the recessional hymn.
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Help us spread some
Christmas Cheer.

On Wednesday, December
20™ starting at 10:00am,
we will be decorating our
beautiful Church for
Christmas. We need your assistance.

Please call Adam at the rectory 978-537-6541
to let him know you’ll be there to help.

Thank you to everyone who took tags from our
Giving Trees this year. Please mail Gift cards for
the seminarians to the address on the envelope. All
other gifts can be placed, unwrapped, under or near
the Christmas trees by next weekend.

Please return your gifts no later than next
weekend, December 16™ and 17™ so they can be
distributed to the families in plenty of time for
Christmas. God bless you for your kindness and
generosity.

St. Cecilia’s St. Vincent de Paul Conference

Last Weekend’s

Parish Collections

totaled $9,891!

Looking for Volunteers to Send Christmas cards
this Advent season to our shut-ins

and elderly. ” rr [ [rr
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could help us out on Thursday,
December 14th at 6pm in the parlsh
center.

If you or someone you know could use a little
Christmas love, please call the rectory or email us
at office(@stceciliachurch.net with their name and
address.
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LAST CHANCE TO ORDER YOUR

CHRISTMAS MEAT PIE
O (0D (A0  Must be received by December 11" — Limited Quantities

How many do you want? Name
Baked Address
Unbaked
@ $15 each

Phone
I enclose payment for $

Please make checks payable Saint Cecilia Parish. You may drop this form off at the rectory or
put it in the collection basket in an envelope marked MEAT PIE ORDER. Additional order
forms can be downloaded from our website stceciliachurch.net. Mark you calendar, pickup is on

Thursday, December 21* from 11am to 5pm.
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Ladies of St Anne wish to thank everyone for their support in their recent Scratch Ticket
Raffle. A special thank you goes to the Catholic Financial Life NE chapter 296 for Sponsoring
them. Pictured below are Joe O’Donnell and Jerry Aubuchon who pulled the winning ticket.
And the winner is.... Marie Richard, Congratulations!
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Saturday December 9  Vigil Breaking Bread, page 36

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Lucille Tucker (22" anniv.) and Lee Tucker, by their family (Church)

Sunday December 10 Second Sunday of Advent Breaking Bread, page 36

7:00am Mass for Octave Cormier, by his wife, Kathleen (Church)

9:45am Mass for Rita Richard (Stﬁ anniv.), by her daughter and family (Church)

9:45-11:00am Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and other classes through Grade 6 (Parish Center)
10:00-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory)

11:15am Mass for Wilfred Richard (14™ anniv.), by Anne-Marie and Jean-Noel Bernard (Church)

Monday December 11 ~ Advent Weekday

9:00am Mass for Raymond Leclerc, by his wife Lorraine and son Richard (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
7:00-8:15pm Religious Education classes, grades 7 through 10 (Parish Center)

Tuesday December 12 Our Lady of Guadalupe

9:00am Mass for Pamela Gordon, by a friend (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Wednesday December 13 Saint Lucy

9:00am Mass for Paulette Gronroos, by a friend (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:00pm Mass for Helen Fortier, by a friend (Chapel)

6:30pm Confessions (Church)

7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)
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CHAPEL OF OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE, BASILICA OF THE NATIONAL SHRINE OF THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION, WASHINGTON D.C.



SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Thursday December 14

December 15

Saturday December 16

Saturday December 16

December 17

Saint John of the Cross

Advent Weekday

Advent Weekday

Vigil

Third Sunday of Advent

DECEMBER 10, 2023

Breaking Bread, page 39

Breaking Bread, page 39
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THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU
WITH YOUR BULLETIN

FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images
to reflect the Gospel of the week or a meaningful Parish event.

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net

-~y
@ilotBulletins

Online Bulletin Delivery

)

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net
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ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH"®

a heighborly company

Custom Pull-Out Shelves
L R Ny for your existing cabinets and pantry.
ﬁ s | Call for Your FREE Design Consultation

o  (855) 625-9032

Wi

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 6+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 11/30/23. Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.
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CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

Leaf EIlter £opEvER

PROTECTION
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Save now with

50.°

Your First Service

AMERICA'S #1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER! @l e

Let the experts at TruGreen® provide
atailored plan that can help your
lawn look its very best year-round.

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING* Ca" for your FREE!
-obliaati 1
3 IC\AI%IL!ILEJ%S% h(f\?_lé 1-877-319-0949 no-obligation quote today!

: 1-855-614-6526

IMoR=Thurss8am=pm FFiESat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST éb LEAFHOME

*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay,
or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may
vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional
restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. tPurchase of annual lawn plan required for TruGreen
Lawn Assessment, which is performed at the first visit. America’s #1 lawn care company based on U.S. market share
of professional lawn care companies. 2022 MMR Brand Health Tracker. *Guarantee applies to annual plan customers
only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut,
B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issuied by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases
of $1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases
is 28.99%. Effective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16
month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For
those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Offer valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full
warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL
#CBCO56678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946,
MN #R731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA
#PAD69383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822)Z, WV #WV056912

For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008




WRIGHT-ROY FUNERAL HOME

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

ﬂf@fff % Merry Christmas &a‘

INSURANCE GROUF Happy New Year

Marcie Allain, licensed insurance agent, 978-534-8329
(TTY:711) Hours M-F 8:30 to 4:30pm

We do not offer every plan available in your area. Currently, we represent three organizations that offer 20 products in your area.
Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) to get information on all of your options.

DOUGLAS TAMMELIN, PROTECT GOD’S
REALTOR® PRECIOUS INFANTS
| Cell: 978.514.3423

Office: 978.840.4014 END ABUSE
Douglas Tammelin@NEMoves.com END ABORTION

Leominster Resident ,
Call for a FREE Market Analysis! Joe O’Donnell

1 Tax & Pension
Simard Funeral Home |G Rttty 978-840-1040
Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director BRI DEA' 'A 800-880-9780
14 Walker Street Leominster 978-534-8420 =

Join Mediation Services of North COVER 90 YEARS

- Est. 1988 -
Central MA, Ine.'s a ﬂ’:g% m . . B
Basic Mediation Course. Learn (o help M
AD SPAC E others resolve confliet peacefully. ’5‘ pmm& Rﬁstaurant

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net « 978-534-0849

AVAI LABLE Rlem-lrunl)n‘:::d::; Iu:;: registration sy ST_REET

I
617-779-3771 COURSE BEGINS 8/14/25 LIRS T MA 0153

ﬂ// emmw/ Ads Available

841 Main Street ‘ iNrosunninT _ PHe) /" \
Tewksbury, MA 01876 =

(978) 851-9103 , -
‘ - MAKES A~ |
A PERFECTION g
Rosaries from Flowers A : B 3
“Handmade from the Flowers ' > ls EFFU R-H_ESS

of your Loved One

www.rosariesfromflowers.com

PROTECT » el

Whether you are home or away, protect what matters LIS 7*;7;5:?35‘” : <
most from unexpected power outages with a Generac | = A$735 \,GLI -
Home Standby Generator. e T .- @d
$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE /
| Butcher's Deluxe Package
(6 1 7) 841 -4985 4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.) ST
SN
. 4 Air-Chiled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 0z.) sh@éz
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the i
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a fulllist of terms and conditions. w 4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.) s

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

?@. . 1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
flotBulletins 8 FREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

Onlin e Bulletin D elivery ;fEZCZIY\?.\:NT;(Z;)SSéiyO?ﬁi?CE 89999
Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletin Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers N
in your inbox every week.

Order Now! » OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8238 | 1.855.995.3200
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with offer 74222VDY

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product
advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 74222
Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. ltems may be substituted due to inventory
limitations. All products, prices, and sales are subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use:
OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOS|. Expires 12/31/23. | 23M4858 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Go to www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins T Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008
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