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Rosary: Monday thru Friday at 3:00pm; Wednesday at 7pm

Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:30am to noon

Father Paul Shaughnessy, SJ
. father@stceciliachurch.net
ﬂ!/ Parochial Vicar

Patricia Secino
psecino@stceciliachurch.net
Director of Continuing
Education

' Paula Doucet

Jamie Camire
Rectory Cook

Deacon Ronald J. Aubuchon, Deacon emeritus

T EEEEEZEEG—


mailto:msgr@stceciliachurch.net
mailto:father@stceciliachurch.net
mailto:bettyann@stceciliachurch.net
mailto:psecino@stceciliachurch.net
mailto:pd@stceciliachurch.net
mailto:davelasky@msn.com
mailto:cmkakosgarrity@aol.com

WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

Dear brothers and sisters,

Advent is well spent, and next week it will be Christmas, the feast which reminds us of the

three comings of Christ: in the manger, in our hearts and at the end of time to judge the living
and the dead.

Advent has been particularly insistent on reminding us of the last judgement, which will come
at a time we do not expect. So before Christmas gets here, we have one last chance to prepare
our hearts to receive the Lord. Preparing to receive the newborn Christ at Christmas time is a
task that takes time. Charitable works, self-sacrifice, prayer, penance and study are all a part of
such a preparation.

But perhaps the most important way in which I can prepare my heart to receive the Lord is
by confessing my sins and getting rid of the selfish filth that clutters up my heart and my
mind. Unfortunately, many Catholics have given up the practice of preparing their hearts

for Christmas. Recent studies by the Center for Applied Research in the Apostolate reported
the sad fact that almost half of all adult Catholics have abandoned the practice of going to
confession.

I mourn for those Catholics who now deprive themselves of the inestimable consolations of
the Sacrament of Reconciliation. Just imagine the heavy burdens of sin that they are carrying
around all by themselves. Imagine the pain that results from convincing yourself that you
can never be forgiven for having done that terrible thing. Just because they cannot forgive
themselves, they refuse to accept the mercy that Christ won for them by the Sacrifice of the
Cross.

But how can you and I get to confession before Christmas? It’s simple. Here at Saint Cecilia’s
we have confessions Wednesdays at 6:30pm, Thursdays at 9:30am, and Saturdays at 9:30am
and 3:00pm. And there are confessions at the other Leominster parishes, as well, as listed on
their parish website, indicating where a priest is waiting to welcome you home for Christmas.

But whatever you do, come home to God’s mercy this Christmas. The Lord is waiting for you.

In the Lord,

Monsignor Moroney




Here is a copy of a letter that was sent by parishioner to a
friend,

I say friend, but I really think of you as a brother or
sister. I enjoy taking to you and I’m not too sure how to
say this, but...Please come to Church this Christmas.

I know it may have been a long time since you’ve been to
Church, and it’s confusing when to stand up and sit down
and what to say at the right times. But please come sit
next to me and I’ll show you what to do.

Because I really do believe that Jesus was born for you
and for me, and I really want you to feel the consolation,
the hope and the joy of Christmas. We are all sinners,
and none of us are perfect, but that is precisely why the
Son of the Living God through whom all things were
made chose to be born as a weak little baby in a
manger...to show how much he loves us.

Please think of being with us at Saint Cecilia’s on Sunday
night at the 4pm or midnight (you’ll be tired, but it is so
beautiful) or on Christmas morning at 9:45 or 11:15am.

He came not just for shepherds and magi, but for you
and for me. Come and drink deeply of the comfort and

joy!




Help us spread some
Christmas Cheer.

thank you!

this Wednesday, December
20™ starting at 10:00am,

we will be decorating our
beautiful Church for
Christmas. We need your assistance.

Please call Adam at the rectory 978-537-6541
to let him know you’ll be there to help.

Last Weekend’s
Parish Collections
totaled $11,673!

AT IOME FOR
CHRISTMAS

CHRISTMAS EVE MASSES CHRISTMAS DAY MASSES
4pm and MIDNIGHT 9:45am and 11:15am

WELCOME HOME TO SAINT CECILIA CHURCH!

St. Vincent de Paul donations are greatly needed.
q You will find donation boxes at each entrance to
the church.

Due to this year’s storm, with all the flooding damage,
For lt lS ln glVlng I A the St. Vincent de Paul Conference of St. Cecilia
Parish has received a record number of calls for help.
that We recelve With your donations they are able to provide food,
: . emergency shelter, rental assistance, gas money,

heating expenses, and aid in avoiding utility shut-off
as well as several other services to individuals and
families with children in our area. Sincere thanks go to
our generous and largely anonymous benefactors for
helping them to help others.



HERE’S A RIDDLE FOR YOU!

WHAT MAKES A GREAT CHRISTMAS GIFT
AND HELPS TO HEAT THE CHURCH AT THE SAME TIME?

T, ol o peae
o i? 23y The SAINT CECILIA CHRISTMAS CALENDAR RAFFLE
3 ; v was just mailed to all parishioners this week. Each ticket you

Dear Sa"_ta’ purchase gets you a chance to win $5,200 in prizes. Each
Please bring me a
ticket for the Saint day for the thirty- one days in January we will be drawing a

Cecilia Christmas

winner, live on our Facebook Page. Prizes range from $100 to
Raffle! I could win

B\ ‘j upt0 $5,200in g $1,100 in cash or gift cards from local merchants. We suggest
M cash prizes and . a donation for each raffle ticket of $15, or three for $40!
: gift cards!

If you need more copies of the CHRISTMAS CALENDAR RAFFLE, call us at 978-537-6541or stop
by and see us during office hours, from 10am-3pm, Monday through Friday. Just return the stubs and
donations in an envelope marked RAFFLE. You can drop them in the collection basket, mail them or
drop them in the mail slot at the rectory. Checks should be made payable to “Saint Cecilia Church.”

For those who pre-ordered Christmas Meat Pies, don’t forget to
pick them up this Thursday, December 21* between 11am and Spm
at the Parish Center lower hall.

A special thank you to Jeannine Brideau and her crew, who work so
hard keeping this Acadian Christmas Tradition going by making
these delicious meat pies!
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Before entering the Carmel, Therese had felt a remarkable spiritual closeness to one of
the most unfortunate of men, the criminal Henri Pranzini, sentenced to death for a triple
murder for which he was unrepentant. By having Masses offered for him and praying
with complete confidence for his salvation, she was convinced that she was drawing him
ever closer to the blood of Jesus, and she told God that she was sure that at the last
moment he would pardon him “even if he went to his death without any signs of
repentance." As the reason for her certainty, she stated: “I was absolutely confident in the
mercy of Jesus." How great was her emotion when she learned that Pranzini, after
mounting the scaffold, “suddenly, seized by an inspiration, turned, took hold of the
crucifix the priest was holding out to him and kissed the sacred wounds three times!”
This intense experience of hoping against all hope proved fundamental for her: “After
this unique grace, my desire to save souls grows each day."

Therese was conscious of the tragic reality of sin, yet she remained constantly immersed
in the mystery of Christ, certain that “where sin increased, grace abounded all the more” (
Rom 5:20). The sin of the world is great but not infinite, whereas the merciful love of the
Redeemer is indeed infinite. Therese testifies to the definitive victory of Jesus, through
his passion, death and resurrection, over all the powers of evil.

The act of love — repeating the words, “Jesus I love you” — which became as natural to
Therese as breathing, is the key to her understanding of the Gospel. With that love, she
immersed herself in all the mysteries of the life of Christ, making herself his
contemporary and placing herself within the Gospel together with Mary and Joseph,
Mary Magdalene and the apostles. “When I see Magdalene walking up before the many
guests, washing with her tears the feet of her adored Master, whom she is touching for the
first time, I feel that her heart has understood the abysses of love and mercy of the Heart
of Jesus, and, sinner though she is, this Heart of love was not only disposed to pardon her,
but to lavish on her the blessings of divine intimacy, to lift her to the highest summits of
contemplation."
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Saturday December 16  Vigil Breaking Bread, page 39

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Martha Eagle (21% anniv.), by Betty Sims (Church)

Sunday December 17  Third Sunday of Advent Breaking Bread, page 39

7:00am Mass for Jean Leger (6™ anniv.), by his wife and children (Church)
9:45am Mass for Alfred Bernard (25" anniv.), by Anne-Marie and Jean-Noel Bernard (Church)
9:45-11:00am Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and other classes through Grade 6 (Parish Center)
10:00-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory)
11:15am Mass for Danny Gould (30" anniv.), by Gerald McDonald and family (Church)

With Our Christmas Pageant
12:30pm Baptism of Quinn Kelly Bailey and Garrett Joseph Bailey

Monday December 18  Advent Weekday

9:00am Mass for Robert Doiron, by his wife (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
7:00-8:15pm Religious Education classes, grades 7 through 10 (Parish Center)

Tuesday December 19  Advent Weekday

9:00am Mass for Alan Bergeron, by a friend (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Wednesday December 20  Advent Weekday

9:00am Mass for Clarence Quiet (32" anniv.), by his family (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass
Noon Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:00pm Mass for Beverly Farias (2™ anniv.), by Anne-Marie and Jean-Noel Bernard (Chapel)
6:30pm Confessions (Church)
7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)

-




Thursday December 21  Advent Weekday

9:00am Mass for Fidele Richard (15" anniv.), by his sons (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)

9:30-11am Bible Study about our Catholic Faith (Parish Center)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Friday December 22 Advent Weekday

9:00am Mass for Deceased members of the Amenta families, by the family (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:30pm BINGO (Parish Center) Doors open at 4:00pm; Game starts 6:30pm

Saturday December 23 ~ Advent Weekday

9:00am Mass for Deceased members of the Tellier and Gordon families, by the family (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)

Saturday December 23 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 41

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for James and Theresa Provo, by Mr. and Mrs. James E. Provo (Church)

Sunday December 24  Fourth Sunday of Advent Breaking Bread, page 41

7:00am Mass for Leo Bolduc (8" anniv.), by Cecile and Larry Gladding (Church)
9:45am Mass for Gloria Lefebvre (2™ anniv.), by her family (Church)
9:45-11:00am No Religious Education Classes Today (Parish Center)
10:00-11:00am No RCIA Meeeting Today (Rectory)

11:15am Mass for Gerald Allain, by the Allain family (Church)

Sunday December 24  Christmas Eve Breaking Bread, page 43

4:00pm Mass for Romeo Porier, by Valeria Ermini (Church)
Midnight Mass for Monsignor Francis Goguen and Father Robert Bruso
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THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU
WITH YOUR BULLETIN

FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images
to reflect the Gospel of the week or a meaningful Parish event.

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net

-~y
@ilotBulletins

Online Bulletin Delivery

)

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net
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ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH"®

a heighborly company

Custom Pull-Out Shelves
L R Ny for your existing cabinets and pantry.
ﬁ s | Call for Your FREE Design Consultation

o  (855) 625-9032

Wi

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 6+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 11/30/23. Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

TRUGREEN"

g " . . -

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

Leaf EIlter £opEvER

PROTECTION

\.ea\‘"\‘e‘

Save now with

50.°

Your First Service

AMERICA'S #1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER! @l e

Let the experts at TruGreen® provide
atailored plan that can help your
lawn look its very best year-round.

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING* Ca" for your FREE!
-obliaati 1
3 IC\AI%IL!ILEJ%S% h(f\?_lé 1-877-319-0949 no-obligation quote today!

: 1-855-614-6526

IMoR=Thurss8am=pm FFiESat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST éb LEAFHOME

*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay,
or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may
vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional
restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. tPurchase of annual lawn plan required for TruGreen
Lawn Assessment, which is performed at the first visit. America’s #1 lawn care company based on U.S. market share
of professional lawn care companies. 2022 MMR Brand Health Tracker. *Guarantee applies to annual plan customers
only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut,
B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issuied by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases
of $1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases
is 28.99%. Effective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16
month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For
those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Offer valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full
warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL
#CBCO56678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946,
MN #R731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA
#PAD69383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822)Z, WV #WV056912

For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008




WRIGHT-ROY FUNERAL HOME

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

/ Merry Christmas &
CHQI;;CLE “ Happy New Year ‘

165 Mechanic St.

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

L . MA Marcie Allain, licensed insurance agent, 978-534-8329 END ABUSE
eominster, | (TTY:711) Hours M-F 8:30 to 4:30pm END ABORTION
We do not offer every plan available in your area. Currently, we represent three organizations that offer 20 products in your area.
Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) to get information on all of your options.
Joe O’Donnell

Tax & Pension

Simard Funeral Home 978-840-1040

Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director BRI DEA' 'A 800-880-9780
14 Walker Street Leominster 978-534-8420 =

Join Mediation Services of North OVER 90 YEARS

- Est. 1988 -
Central MA, Ine.'s a ﬂ‘!g% m o g »
Basic Mediation Course. Learn to help M
AD SPAC E others resolve conflict peacefully. ,S‘ W Rﬁstaurant

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net « 978-534-0849

AVAILABLE BT e v 239 LITCHFIELD STREET

617-779-3771 T LEOMINSTER, MA 01453

Memorial Ads Availeble

@ 4 ls"*

: R
841 Main Street L MR e _ 7y e \
Tewksbury, MA 01876 =
(978) 851-9103

PERFECTION oo
R‘(‘);j:i;;sdggghf [ll(;:&;le:‘s ¥ ‘ UU T l__§ EFFU R‘H_ESS g 3

of your Loved One

www.rosariesfromflowers.com EUL& DVER"m 6]7 7” 3771

PROTECT & “SuuiEee -

WHAT MATTERS MOST e ! B FREE

Whether you are home or away, protect what matters i - 7—Y;e;;5::|e§fied K]

most from unexpected power outages with a Generac IFCE > A $735 value! -
Home Standby Generator. e T L o “TJ -

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

| Butcher's Deluxe Package : o
(6 1 7) 841 -4985 4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.) T

& 2
. 4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) Lo
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the Ay
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. w 4 Boneless Pork ChOpS (5 OZ') - <

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

?@. . 1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
flotBulletins 8 FREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

Online Bulletin Delivery o s 9998
Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletin Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

in your inbox every week.

Order Now! » OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8238 | 1.855.995.3200
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with offer 74222VDY

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product
advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 74222
Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. ltems may be substituted due to inventory
limitations. All products, prices, and sales are subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use:
OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOS|. Expires 12/31/23. | 23M4858 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Go to www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins T Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008
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