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SAINT CECILIA'S CHURCH

L'adoration des mages, by James Tissot




WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA

PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

Dear brothers and sisters,
What a wonderful Christmas Season God gave us at his little Church on French Hill!

From the glorious music to the magnificent decorations and the wondrous liturgies, people came from
all around to join us for our celebrations of the Christmas mysteries.

Thanks to all those people whom you invited to return to Church, we had record crowds, with an
increase of more than 8% over last year’s pew count. The largest crowds were on Christmas Eve
and at Midnight Mass! The increased numbers in combination with your generosity resulted in
extraordinary collections of $9,483 at Christmas and $14,245 for last Sunday.

These wonderful signs of health grow from a vibrancy and excitement which characterize these days
at Saint Cecilia’s in Leominster, and it is all thanks to you.

As we begin the new year, we will be exploring ways in which to invite benefactors and foundations
from outside the parish to support the exciting work which God is doing in Leominster. As you read
last week, we are also extending the opportunities for purchasing Memorials for the renovation of the
interior of the Church. In this regard, you will find another copy of the Memorial Brochure in this
week’s bulletin.

If you know of anyone who has not yet received a brochure, please let us know, and I will write to
them. Pledges for Memorials will be accepted all the way through May 1, 2024. Finally, if you know
the names and addresses of any former parishioners who might like to hear from me, please send me a
note or an email.

Finally, we have a little thank-you gift for you at the entrances to the Church. The book, Beautiful
Eucharist is a lovely collection of stories on the greatest treasure of the Church: the very Body and
Blood the Lord, which is the source and summit of our lives. Please take one for yourself and for any
of your friends you think might enjoy one.

And let us be one in prayer that the Lord who has begun such wonderful things in 2023, will bring
them to fulfillment in the coming year. God is too good to us!

In the Lord,

Monsignor Moroney




First Calendar Drawing Winners

01/01 Michael Bangrazi
S50 Brady’s Restaurant Gift Card & $400 cash
01/02 Mr. & Mrs. James Peloquin

$100 cash

01/03 Peter Reynolds

S50 Brady’s Restaurant Gift Card & $100 cash
01/04 Delima M. Pelletier

$100 cash

01/05 Marie-Andree LaFond

$100 cash

01/06 Cecile D. Hastings

S50 Brady’s Restaurant Gift Card & $100 cash
01/07 Bill Buswell

$100 cash

01/08 Elodie and Jacqueline Maillet

S50 Brady’s Restaurant Gift Card & $100 cash
01/09 Tom Landon

$100 cash

Bunko is back on Sunday,
January 21st at 1:30 pm.
Bunko is an easy, fast paced,
highly sociable game. Never
played or need a refresher?

No problem, our expert teacher will be on hand
to show you how easy it is to play starting at

NEXT CALENDAR RAFFLE DRAWINGS

Wednesdays at 4pm on 1:15 pm. Cost is $6.00 per person, refreshments
St. Cecilia’s Church Facebook Page are served at halftime and cash
JANUARY 10 - Draw for January 10-16 prizes are awarded at the end.
JANUARY 17 - Draw for January 17-23 Registration is required.
JANUARY 24 - Draw for January 24-31 Please call Deanne at 978-537-4774
All winners will receive a phone call. to secure your spot.

Good Luck to All!
thank you!

Last Weekend’s

Parish Collections

totaled $7,817.
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LIVING A CATHOLIC LIFE

Ordinary and Extraordinary Means

“Living a Catholic Life” is a collaboration between dioceses, parishes, Knights of Columbus councils,
grassroots organizations, and The National Catholic Bioethics Center to educate the laity on principles
of the moral life and their application.

In 1595, the Dominican theologian Domingo Banez made a classic distinction in medical ethics between
ordinary and extraordinary means. In commenting on St. Thomas Aquinas’s article in the Summa Theologiae
on mutilation, Banez asks whether one is obligated to undergo an amputation of a limb. (Remember,
anesthesia was unavailable in the sixteenth century.) He affirms that ordinary means of preserving life and
conserving health are morally obligatory because of the responsible stewardship humans are charged with by
God. He continues, “Although a man is held to conserve his own life, he is not bound to extraordinary means
but to common food and clothing, to common medicines, to a certain common and ordinary pain: not,
however, to a certain extraordinary and horrible pain, nor to expenses which are extraordinary in proportion
to the status of this man. . . . Although that means [amputation] is proportioned according to right reason and
from the consequence is licit, it is, however, extraordinary.”

The terms of the question changed with the introduction of anesthesia and antisepsis at the beginning of the
twentieth century. All moralists agreed that because of more effective pain control, amputation was no longer
considered extraordinary. Also, the deprivation of physical integrity could be compensated for, in some
measure, by artificial limbs. While concurring with this opinion, Fr. Augustinus Lehmkuhl makes the
distinction between pain and horror, maintaining that one is not bound to undergo an operation that one views
with a great deal of repulsion, even though, from a medical perspective, it would be ordinary.

It is important to note the significance of this development in moral theology, namely, that the moral
significance of physical pain diminished, and the psychological state of the patient (horror and repulsion) was
given more consideration. Consequently, a means is now understood to be ordinary if it is beneficial, useful,
or not unreasonably burdensome (physically or psychologically) to the patient. There is a consideration of
reasonable cost as well.

Pope Pius XII gave magisterial expression to the distinction between ordinary and extraordinary means in his
1957 address to Catholic physicians and anesthesiologists:

Normally one is held to use only ordinary means—according to the circumstances of persons, places,
times and culture—that is to say, means that do not involve any grave burden for oneself or another. A
stricter obligation would be too burdensome for most people and would render the attainment of the
higher, more important good too difficult. Life, health, all temporal activities are in fact subordinated to
spiritual ends. On the other hand, one is not forbidden to take more than the strictly necessary steps to
preserve life and health, as long as one does not fail in some more serious duty [e.g., if one is not
reconciled with God or if the lives of others depend on the life of the patient]. The Pope understands the
distinction to be determined by the relevant circumstances of the case in its clinical and personal
dimensions. He further notes that there is no moral difference between withholding extraordinary means
and withdrawing them once begun.




In light of the theological tradition and the Magisterium, then, the following common elements are employed
by theologians to determine whether something is ordinary means in a given case: hope of benefit, “common
use” (i.e., not experimental or exotic), “according to one’s status” (financially and psychologically), not
difficult to use, and not otherwise unreasonable.

In 1980, the Sacred Congregation for the Doctrine of the Faith issued its Declaration on Euthanasia, which
introduced a modification to the distinction by replacing ordinary and extraordinary with proportionate and
disproportionate, because the former distinction “is perhaps less clear today, by reason of the imprecision of
the term and the rapid progress made in the treatment of sickness.” In other words, the moral distinction is
best understood in the language of proportion, in the sense that proportionate is a term used in common
parlance to mean “reasonable, all things considered.”

The distinction between ordinary and extraordinary means is applied throughout the entire range of treatment
options. An example in a non-life-threatening situation is that for some, tooth extraction is preferable to root
canal, for others the opposite is true—and the choice is not confined to clinical criteria. The traditional
example in chronic illness is the case of asthma. If the fortunate citizen of Milan can control his asthma only
by a move to Palermo, many Milanesi would find the means to restore health quite extraordinary.

The clearest examples of the use of the distinction in terminal conditions are decisions about do-not-
resuscitate orders or removing life support. Certainly, the most difficult are the latter two categories, where
patients, families, and caregivers grapple with poor prognoses and so on.

The bottom line of this distinction is that a decision to forgo extraordinary means rests on a recognition that
the means of preserving life or restoring health are no longer beneficial, are no longer useful, or are too
burdensome. It is not a decision that the life of the patient is no longer one worthy of being lived.

This column was adapted from Russell E. Smith, “Ordinary and Extraordinary Means,” Ethics & Medics 20.4 (April 1995).

'S THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC
BIOETHICS CENTER




REMEMBER TO PRAY
FOR OUR SEMINARIANS!
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DEACON LUKE DEACON STEPHEN JONATHAN CHRISTOPHER RAFAEL

JOHNSON MULLANEY AMIDON SULLIVAN AUBREY LONGHINI

Theology IV + SJS Theology IV « PSJXXIII Theology Il « MSM Theology lll « SJS Theology Il « PSJXXII Theo[ogy Il « MSM
DOB: July 31 DOB: May S DOB: September 21 DOB: July 7 DOB: September 8 DOB: January 20
St. Edward the Confessor, St. Leo, St. Peter, St. John, Guardian of Our Lady, Holy Cross, St. John, Guardian of Our Lady,
Westminster Leominster Worcester Clinton Templeton Clinton

<> z ' ,
CHRISTOPHER JOHN ISAAC CONNER JAKOB

KOPACKO SULLIVAN CROSS JAMES MORGAN POHLMAN

Theology Il « MSM Theology Il + MSM Theology | + MSM Theology | + PNAC Theology | + MSM Theology | « PNAC
DOB: September 3 DOB: August 25 DOB: December 19 DOB: September 24 DOB: September 26 DOB: January 20
Saint Paul, St. John, Guardian of Our Lady, St.John, Guardian of Our Lady, Saint Louis, St. Peter, St. Patrick,
Warren Clinton Clinton Webster Worcester Whitinsville

CHRISTOPHER

TILLOTSON MALCOLM MORRISSEY

Theology | « SJS Theology | « PNAC Basselinlll « TC Pre-Theology Il « SJS Pre-Theology Il + SJS
DOB: July 31 DOB: June 9 DOB: June 4 DOB: January 20 DOB: September 17
Our Lady of Providence, St. Joseph, St. Mary, Chapel of the Holy Spirit, St. Ann,
Worcester North Brookfield Shrewsbury Assumption College North Oxford

Grant, Lord, that all who are called to the ministerial priesthood may be
ever more conformed to you, the Divine Master. May they preach the
Gospel with pure heart and clear conscience. Let them be shepherds
according to Your own Heart, single-minded in service to You and to the
Church and shining examples of a holy, simple and joyful life.”

- Pope Benedict XVI




LORD’S DAY MASS FINDER
LEOMINSTER (UPDATED OCTOBER, 2023)

Saturday

4:00pm - Saint Cecilia, Holy Family, Saint Leo, Saint Anna
5:00pm - Our Lady of the Lake

6:30pm - Holy Trinity Chapel (Spanish)

Sunday

7:00am - Saint Cecilia

7:30am - Saint Leo

8:00am - Holy Family, Saint Anna, Our Lady of the Lake
9:45am - Saint Cecilia

10:00am - Saint Anna

10:15am - Holy Family
10:30am - Our Lady of the Lake
11:00am - Saint Leo

11:15am - Saint Cecilia
12:00pm - Saint Anna

1:00pm - Holy Family (Spanish)
5:30pm - Holy Family

6:00pm - Our Lady of the Lake
6:30pm - Saint Anna (Brazilian)

CONFESSION FINDER

Tuesday
8:30am - Saint Anna

Wednesday

6:30pm - Saint Cecilia
Thursday

9:30am - Saint Cecilia

Friday
7:00pm - Our Lady of Lake

Saturday
9:30am - Saint Cecilia
10:00am - Holy Family

WEEKDAY MASS FINDER
LEOMINSTER

Monday

7:30am - Saint Anna

8:00am - Our Lady of the Lake
8:30am - Saint Leo

9:00am - Saint Cecilia

Tuesday

7:30am - Saint Anna

8:00am - Our Lady of the Lake
7:15pm - Saint Anna (Brazilian)
8:30am - Saint Leo

9:00am - Saint Cecilia

Wednesday

7:30am - Saint Anna

8:00am - Our Lady of the Lake
8:00am - Holy Family

6:20pm - Holy Family

8:30am - Saint Leo

9:00am - Saint Cecilia

6:00pm - Saint Cecilia

6:20pm - Holy Family

Thursday

7:30am - Saint Anna
8:00am - Holy Family
9:00am - Saint Cecilia

Friday
8:00am - Holy Family
9:00am - Saint Cecilia

Saturday
9:00am - Saint Cecilia

2:30pm - Saint Leo
2:45pm - Saint Anna
3:00pm - Saint Cecilia
4:00pm - Our Lady of Lake

ADORATION FINDER

Tuesday Wednesday
8am-10am Saint Anna 9:30am-noon - Saint Cecilia

Friday
8:30am-9am - Holy Family
9:30am-noon - Saint Cecilia



THIS WEEK AT SAINT CECILIA

Saturday January 6 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 57

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Mar guerite Poirier (2™ anniv.), by Betty Sims (Church)

Sunday January 7 The Epiphany of the Lord Breaking Bread, page 57

7:00am Mass for Frank Regan, by Wayne and Patrice Hall (Church)

9:45am Mass for Julia Sullivan (2™ anniv.), by the family (Church)

9:45-11am Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and other classes through Grade 6 (Parish Center)
10:00-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory)

11:15am Mass for Deceased members of the George Dallaire family, by Jeanne (Church)

Monday January 8 The Baptism of the Lord

9:00am Mass for Deaceased members of the Desilets family, by Paul & Louise Desilets (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
7:00-8:15pm Religious Education Classes for Grades 7 though 10 (Parish Center)

Tuesday January 9 Weekday

9:00am Mass for Father Robert E. Gariepy, by last will (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Wednesday January 10 Weekday

9:00am Mass for Charles and Mildred Bilodeau, by last will (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:00pm Mass for Richard H.J. Brow, by last will (Chapel)

6:30pm Confessions (Church)

7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)




Thursday January 11 Weekday

9:00am Mass for Paul J. Roy, by the Bunko Squad (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)

9:30-11am Bible Study about our Catholic Faith (Parish Center)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Friday January 12 Weekday

9:00am Mass for Deceased members of the Plourde family, by last will (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:30pm BINGO (Parish Center) Doors open at 4:00pm; Game starts 6:30pm

Saturday January 13 Weekday

9:00am Mass for Winnie Martin, by Idora LeBlanc and family (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)

Saturday January 13 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 59

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Jeannette Brow, by the family (Church)

Sunday January 14 Second Sunday in Ordinary Time Breaking Bread, page 59

7:00am Mass for Frank Regan, by Wayne and Patrice Hall (Church)

9:45am Mass for Henryk and Henryka Kempa, by their daughter and family (Church)
9:45-11am Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and other classes through Grade 6 (Parish Center)
10:00-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory)

11:15am Mass for Frank Conte, by his wife, Jeanne (Church)

1:00pm Baptisms of Arya Rose Schofield and Landon Carter Solomonides (Church)
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THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU
WITH YOUR BULLETIN

FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images
to reflect the Gospel of the week or a meaningful Parish event.

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net

-~y
@ilotBulletins

Online Bulletin Delivery

)

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net
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ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH"®

a heighborly company

Custom Pull-Out Shelves
L R Ny for your existing cabinets and pantry.
ﬁ s | Call for Your FREE Design Consultation

o  (855) 625-9032

Wi

*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 6+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 11/30/23. Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

TRUGREEN"
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CLOG-FREE GUTTERS

Leaf EIlter £opEvER

PROTECTION

\.ea\‘"\‘e‘

Save now with

50.°

Your First Service

AMERICA'S #1

EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER! @l e

Let the experts at TruGreen® provide
atailored plan that can help your
lawn look its very best year-round.

FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT + FREE GUTTER CLEANING* Ca" for your FREE!
-obliaati 1
3 IC\AI%IL!ILEJ%S% h(f\?_lé 1-877-319-0949 no-obligation quote today!

: 1-855-614-6526

IMoR=Thurss8am=pm FFiESat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST éb LEAFHOME

*Special price is for first Lawn service only. Requires purchase of annual plan, for new residential EasyPay, MonthlyPay,
or PrePay customers only. Valid at participating TruGreen locations. Availability of services and/or products may
vary by geography. Not to be combined with or used in conjunction with any other offer or discount. Additional
restrictions may apply. Consumer responsible for all sales tax. tPurchase of annual lawn plan required for TruGreen
Lawn Assessment, which is performed at the first visit. America’s #1 lawn care company based on U.S. market share
of professional lawn care companies. 2022 MMR Brand Health Tracker. *Guarantee applies to annual plan customers
only. BBB accredited since 07/01/2012. ©2022 TruGreen Limited Partnership. All rights reserved. In Connecticut,
B-0153, B-1380, B-0127, B-0200, B-0151.

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issuied by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases
of $1,000 or more with approved credit. Minimum monthly payments will not pay off balance before end of promotional period. APR for new purchases
is 28.99%. Effective - 01/01/2023 - subject to change. Call 1-800-431-5921 for complete details.2The leading consumer reporting agency conducted a 16
month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For
those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. Offer valid at time of estimate only. See Representative for full
warranty details. Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMTMercer Group in Ohio. AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL
#CBCO56678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946,
MN #R731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #0086990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA
#PAD69383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822)Z, WV #WV056912

For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008




WRIGHT-ROY FUNERAL HOME

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

/ Merry Christmas &
CHQI;;CLE “ Happy New Year ‘

165 Mechanic St.

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

L . MA Marcie Allain, licensed insurance agent, 978-534-8329 END ABUSE
eominster, | (TTY:711) Hours M-F 8:30 to 4:30pm END ABORTION
We do not offer every plan available in your area. Currently, we represent three organizations that offer 20 products in your area.
Please contact Medicare.gov, 1-800-MEDICARE, or your local State Health Insurance Program (SHIP) to get information on all of your options.
Joe O’Donnell

Tax & Pension

Simard Funeral Home 978-840-1040

Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director BRI DEA' 'A 800-880-9780
14 Walker Street Leominster 978-534-8420 =

Join Mediation Services of North OVER 90 YEARS

- Est. 1988 -
Central MA, Ine.'s a ﬂ‘!g% m o g »
Basic Mediation Course. Learn to help M
AD SPAC E others resolve conflict peacefully. ,S‘ W Rﬁstaurant

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net « 978-534-0849

AVAILABLE BT e v 239 LITCHFIELD STREET

617-779-3771 T LEOMINSTER, MA 01453

Memorial Ads Availeble

@ 4 ls"*

: R
841 Main Street L MR e _ 7y e \
Tewksbury, MA 01876 =
(978) 851-9103

PERFECTION oo
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of your Loved One

www.rosariesfromflowers.com EUL& DVER"m 6]7 7” 3771

PROTECT & “SuuiEee -

WHAT MATTERS MOST e ! B FREE

Whether you are home or away, protect what matters i - 7—Y;e;;5::|e§fied K]

most from unexpected power outages with a Generac IFCE > A $735 value! -
Home Standby Generator. e T L o “TJ -

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS
REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

| Butcher's Deluxe Package : o
(6 1 7) 841 -4985 4 Butcher’s Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.) T

& 2
. 4 Air-Chilled Boneless Chicken Breasts (4 oz.) Lo
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the Ay
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. w 4 Boneless Pork ChOpS (5 OZ') - <

4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z.)
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 oz.)

?@. . 1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
flotBulletins 8 FREE PureGround™ Filet Mignon Burgers (6 0z.)

Online Bulletin Delivery o s 9998
Sign Up to Receive your Parish Bulletin Limited Time: Get 8 FREE Burgers

in your inbox every week.

Order Now! » OmahaSteaks.com/Deluxe8238 | 1.855.995.3200
Ask for your 8 FREE burgers with offer 74222VDY

Savings shown over aggregated single item base price. Photos exemplary of product
advertised. Limit 2. 8 free 6 oz. burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes 74222
Standard S&H added per address. While supplies last. ltems may be substituted due to inventory
limitations. All products, prices, and sales are subject to Omaha Steaks, Inc. Terms of Use:
OmahaSteaks.com/terms-of-useOS|. Expires 12/31/23. | 23M4858 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Go to www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins T Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008
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