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Dear brothers and sisters, 

This past week I had occasion to visit some of the older school records we keep in our archives, and I was 
reminded of the goodness of the Sisters of the Holy Spirit who served Saint Cecilia’s school for so long and so 
well. I know they touched many of your lives and that you still pray for their immortal souls. 

I have been privileged to concelebrate several funerals at the sisters’ motherhouse in Connecticut and have 
reminded them of your perduring affection. Which is why, when I cam  across an old favorite poem of mine by the 
great Caryll Houselander this week, I thought I’d share it with you. It’s entitled Soeur Marie Emelie, and I hope 
you enjoy it. 

Monsignor Moroney 

WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA 
PASTORAL REFLECTIO S

Soeur Marie Emelie 
is little and very old: 
her eyes are onyx, 
and her cheeks vermilion, 
her apron wide and kind 
and cobalt blue. 

She comforts 
generations and generations 
of children, 
who are  
"new" 
at the convent school. 

When they are eight, 
they are already up to her shoulder, 
they grow up and go into the world, 
she remains, 
forever, 
always incredibly old, 
but incredibly never older...

She has an affinity with the hens, 
When a hen dies,  
she sits down on a bench and cries, 
she is the only grown-up, whose tears  
are not frightening tears. 
Children can weep without shame,  
at her side… 

Soeur Marie Emelie... 
her apron as wide and kind 
as skies on a summer day 
and as clean and blue.



PRAY WITH US!
Pray for all who are sick, and especially for:
Joseph Lucas, Laurette Loiselle, Dr. Ronald Spencer, Marie Cyr and 
Maureen Sullivan.

Pray for all who live in the Holy land, that God might bring peace to that 
troubled land.

Join us in praying for those who have died recently especially, Vicki Barbara Robillard.  Pray for 
their families, as well, that they may be consoled by the promises of Christ.

If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email office@stceciliachurch.net and 
we will add them to our prayer list for the next several weeks. 

Last Weekend’s 
Parish Collections 

totaled $8,205.

Wednesday Lenten Soup Suppers
Serving 4pm - 7pm

This week - Turkey Noodle Soup
Free will offerings will be accepted for the 

benefit of the St. Vincent de Paul

At this midpoint in the Lenten Food Drive we offer thanks to all 
who faithfully contribute to its success. Your kindness makes a big 
difference in the lives of many in our community. 
Next weekend we will be collecting: canned meats, canned tuna, 
mayonnaise, ketchup, mustard, instant potatoes, baked beans 
and canned vegetables.

Doing Early Spring Cleaning? 
Consider setting items aside for our Spring Flea Market. 

We will be happy to accept any holiday decorations, dishes, 
kitchen items, knickknacks, religious items, sports memorabilia, 
DVDs, toys, jewelry, books (children’s only), puzzles, pocketbooks, 
small kitchen appliances, small tools, ect.
Please note, we cannot accept computers, monitors, televisions, 
padded furniture, VHS tapes, cassettes, records, picture frames, 
clothing or shoes. We are unable to take large furniture.  If it 
doesn’t fit in your car, please don’t bring it. 

Upcoming drop off times:  
Saturday, March 16 from 9:30 am to 12 noon 

and Monday, March 18 from from 5 pm to 7 pm 
All donations are to be dropped off at the 

parish center (use lower Third St. and 
Mechanic St. side door across from the church).

mailto:office@stceciliachurch.net


A GREAT OPPORTUNITY TO 

GO TO CONFESSION
FOR LENT 

Join us for our 

LEOMINSTER MISSION PENANCE SERVICE 
Praying Together in Hope 

Wednesday, March 6, 2024 
at 6:30pm 

at 
SAINT CECILIA CHURCH 

170 Mechanic Street, Leominster, Massachusetts 

Father Peter Connelly, OSB 
homilist 

Many priests will be available for confession!

FFathher Peter CConnelllly, OOSSB 
homilist 



The Penitent Mary Magdalene, by Caravaggio

ACTS OF CO TRITIO

Do you remember the Act of Contrition
which you learned as a little child for the 
first time you went to confession?  Did you 
know there are many different forms of the 
Act of Contrition? In fact, the Rite of 
Penance gives us twelve different “sample” 
Acts of Contrition. 

But don’t worry!  An Act of Contrition in 
your own words is just as good as any of 
these formulas. The important thing is to 
tell God that you are sorry for your sins 
and ask his help in the future. 

What a wonderful gift the Sacrament of 
Penance is, which is why we celebrate the 
Sacrament three times every week: on 
Wednesday evenings at 6: 0pm and every 
Saturday at 9: 0am and 3:00pm.

I 
O my God, I am sorry and repent with all 
my heart for all the wrong I have done  
and for the good I have failed to do, 
because by sinning I have offended you, 
who are all good and worthy to be loved 
above all things. I firmly resolve, with the 
help of your grace, to do penance, to sin no 
more, and to avoid the occasions of sin.  

II 
Through the merits of the Passion of our 
Savior Jesus Christ, Lord, have mercy. 

III 
Ps 25 [24]:6-7
Remember, Lord, the compassion and 
mercy you showed long ago. Do not recall 
my sins and failings. In your mercy 
remember me, Lord, because of your 
goodness.

IV
Ps 51 [50]:4-5
Wash me, O Lord, from my iniquity and 
cleanse me from my sin. I acknowledge my 
offense; my sin is before me always. 

V 
Lk 15:18; 18:13
Father, I have sinned against you and I am 
not worthy to be called your son. Be 
merciful to me, a sinner.



X 
Have mercy on me, O God, according to 
your merciful love; turn your face from 
my sins and blot out all my guilt; create a 
pure heart in me, O God, renew an 
upright spirit deep within me. 

XI 
Lord Jesus, Son of God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner. 

XII 
O my God, I am heartily sorry for having 
offended you, and I detest all my sins 
because of your just punishments, but 
most of all because they offend you, my 
God, who are all good and deserving of 
all my love. I firmly resolve, with the 
help of your grace, to sin no more and to 
avoid the near occasions of sin. Amen. 

VI 
O God, most merciful Father, like the 
Prodigal Son, I turn to you and say: I have 
sinned against you; I am no longer worthy 
to be called your child. O Jesus Christ, 
Savior of the world, like the thief to whom 
you opened the gates of Paradise, I beg you: 
Lord, remember me in your Kingdom. O 
Holy Spirit, fount of love, with trust I call 
upon you: Purify me; make me walk as a 
child of the light. 

VII 
Lord Jesus, who opened the eyes of the 
blind, healed the sick, forgave the sinful 
woman, and, after his denial, confirmed 
Peter in your love, hear my plea: forgive all 
my sins, renew me in your love, and grant 
that I may live in perfect communion with 
my brothers and sisters and so proclaim 
your salvation to all. 

VIII 
Lord Jesus, who chose to be called the 
friend of sinners, through the mystery of 
your Death and Resurrection, free me from 
my sins. May your peace grow strong in 
me, that I may bear the fruits of charity, 
justice, and truth. 

IX 
Lord Jesus Christ, Lamb of God, who take 
away the sin of the world, through the grace 
of the Holy Spirit be pleased to reconcile 
me with your Father; cleanse me in your 
Blood from every fault and make me fully 
alive to the praise of your glory. 



Suffering has to come because if you look at 
the cross, he has got his head bending down — 
he wants to kiss you — and he has both hands 
open wide — he wants to embrace you. He has 
his heart opened wide to receive you. Then 
when you feel miserable inside, look at the 
cross and you will know what is happening. 
Suffering, pain, sorrow, humiliation, 
feelings of loneliness, are nothing but the 
kiss of Jesus, a sign that you have come so 
close that he can kiss you.  

Do you understand, brothers, sisters, or 
whoever you may be? Suffering, pain, 
humiliation — this is the kiss of Jesus. At 
times you come so close to Jesus on the cross 
that he can kiss you. I once told this to a lady 
who was suffering very much. She answered, 
“Tell Jesus not to kiss me — to stop kissing 
me.” That suffering has to come that came in 
the life of Our Lady, that came in the life of 
Jesus — it has to come in our life also. Only 
never put on a long face.  

Suffering is a gift from God. It is between 
you and Jesus alone inside. 

Saint Theresa of Calcutta

ON SUFFERING AND THE CROSS



TWO  HYM S FOR LE T 

We have worked up a new hymn for Lent, which we invite you to sing over the next five 
weeks. We will also be singing the old favorite, Quietly, Peacefully.
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THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT MARCH 3, 2024

THIS WEEK AT SAINT CECILIA

7:00am Mass for  Rita M. Daigle, by Francine Gaudet (Church)
9:45am Mass for  Irene Lamoureux (26th anniv.), by Al and Terry Lamoureux (Church)
9:45-11am Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and other classes through Grade 6 (Parish Center)
10:00-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory)
11:15am Mass Thomas Tuttle (10th anniv.), by his wife, Carol (Church)

Saturday March 2 Vigil       Breaking Bread, page 76

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for  Sick and Deceased members of Leger  and Poir ier  families, 
                        by Marcel and Annette (Church)

Sunday March 3 Third Sunday of Lent             Breaking Bread, page 76

Monday March 4 Lenten Weekday

9:00am Mass for  Rober t Doiron, by Georgina (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
7:00-8:15pm Religious Education Classes Grades 7 through 10 (Parish Center)

Tuesday March 5 Lenten Weekday

9:00am Mass for  Deceased brothers of the LeBlanc family, by Loretta and family (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:00-7:30pm Sacremental Preparation Class for Reconciliation (Parish Center)

Wednesday March 6 Lenten Weekday       

9:00am Mass for  Father  Rober t E. Gar iepy, by last will (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
4:00-7:00pm Lenten Soup Supper - This Week Turkey Noodle Soup (Parish Center Lower Hall)
6:00pm Mass for  Br ian Garr ity, by Char leen and Jack Raymond (Chapel)
6:30pm Leominster Catholic Mission Praying Together in Hope Penance Service at St. Cecilia’s (Church)
Many Confessors Available!
7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)



7:00am Mass for  Deceased members of George Dallaire family, by Jeanne Cote (Church)
9:45am Mass for  Anna Laverdiere (22nd anniv.), by her children (Church)
9:45-11am Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and other classes through Grade 6 (Parish Center)
10:00-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory)
11:15am Mass Raymond LeBlanc, by Louise and Rob (Church)

Saturday March 9 Vigil       Breaking Bread, page 81

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for  Andre and Anita Allain, by Gil, Nora and family (Church)

Sunday March 10 Fourth Sunday of Lent                 Breaking Bread, page 81

MARCH 3, 2024THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT

9:00am Mass for  Angela Mar ie Watts (25th anniv.), by her Mom and brother (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)
9:30-11:00am Bible Study on the Book of Isaiah (Parish Center)
12:00pm Stations of the Cross (Church)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Thursday March  7 Lenten Weekday

Friday March 8 Lenten Weekday

9:00am Mass for  Richard H.J . Brow, by last will (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass

Noon Benediction with the Blessed Sacrament (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:30pm BINGO (Parish Center) Doors open at 4:00pm; Game starts 6:30pm

Saturday March 9 Lenten Weekday     

9:00am Mass for  Michael Leclerc, by his mother , Lorraine and brother , Richard (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)



Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Mail

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS 
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU 

WITH YOUR BULLETIN
FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images 

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week 
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net
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A FREE ESTIMATE
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EXCLUSIVE LIMITED TIME OFFER!

Promo Code: 285
FREE GUTTER ALIGNMENT  +  FREE GUTTER CLEANING*

CLOG-FREE GUTTERS 

FOREVER

**Wells Fargo Home Projects credit card is issued by Wells Fargo Bank, N.A., an Equal Housing Lender. Special terms for 24 mo. apply to qualifying purchases 

month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally installed gutter guard system in America.” *For 

APR FOR 
24 MONTHS**

SENIORS & 
MILITARY!

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

+ + 01015% %%
OFF OFF

Custom Pull-Out Shelves
for your existing cabinets and pantry.

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation50% OFF
INSTALL!*

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one off er per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 03/31/24. Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2023 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit 
card or other unsecured debt, see how 

National Debt Relief can help resolve your 
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS 
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934



For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

800-880-9780
BrideauEnergy.com

HEATING OIL, PROPANE AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

S
Simard Funeral Home

 Serving the Residents of Leominster since 1906.

Kevin J. Mack Funeral Director
14  Walker Street   Leominster   978-534-8420

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell
Tax & Pension
978-840-1040“Be a Servant”  Matthew 20:26

Rosaries from Flowers
“Handmade from the Flowers

of your Loved One”

841 Main Street
Tewksbury, MA 01876

(978) 851-9103

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net • 978-534-0849

- Est. 1988 -

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

Stand 

Out
Color Advertising 617-779-3771

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 

generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

(617) 841-4985

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

FREE
7-Year Extended

Warranty*
A $735 Value!

Whether you are home or away, protect what matters 

most from unexpected power outages with a Generac 

Home Standby Generator.

WRIGHT-ROY FUNERAL HOME
109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com
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Memor ial Ads Available 617-779-3771

Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s for over 75 years!
Right Coverage. Right Price. Right Choice!

Home • Auto • Business • Life

www.choice-insurance.com
choice@choice-insurance.com165 Mechanic Street Leominster, MA

978-534-8329  

PF-SPAD0505111658

1-855-444-3698

To be truly independent, 
your personal emergency device 
needs to work on the go.
MobileHelp® allows you to summon emergency help 24 hours a day, 7 
days a week by simply pressing your personal help button. Unlike 
traditional systems that only work inside your home, a MobileHelp 
medical alert system extends help beyond the home. Now you can 
participate in all your favorite activities such as gardening, taking walks, 
shopping and traveling all with the peace of mind of having a personal 
alert system with you. MobileHelp, the “on-the-go” help button, is 
powered by one of the nation’s largest cellular networks, so there’s 
virtually no limit to your help button’s range. 

No landline? No problem! While traditional alert systems require a 
landline, with the MobileHelp system, a landline is not necessary. 
Whether you are home or away from home, a simple press of your help 
button activates your system, providing the central station with your 
information and location. Our trained emergency operators will know 
who you are and where you are located. If you’re one of the millions of 
people that have waited for an alert service because it didn’t fit your 
lifestyle, or settled for a traditional system even though it only worked in 
the home, then we welcome you to try MobileHelp. Experience peace of 
mind in the home or on the go.

*For a limited time - promotions available for select systems and subscription plans, please call for specific details. Offers are valid for new customers and for the first 

year of service and cannot be combined with any other offers. $19.95 is the monthly subscription price for a MobileHelp Classic (at home only) system. There is a 

one-time $49.95 processing fee to subscribe to this plan. Equipment shown is the MobileHelp DUO (at home and on the go) system available at a higher monthly cost. 

Most equipment is included at no cost while actively subscribing and must be returned upon cancellation. Free one month of service offer valid with purchase of Annual 

plan and includes month 13 at no additional charge. Refer to terms and conditions for specific details. Depending on the promotion chosen, you may receive an additional 

savings of $5.50 off the $11 retail price of Fall Detection service. After first year, Fall Detect pricing reverts to discounted price of $8.25/month when combined with 

MobileHelp Connect Premium. Fall Detection does not detect 100% of falls. If able, users should push their help button when they need assistance . Fall detection is not 

intended to replace a caregiver.MobileHelp is a registered trademark, patented technology. Current GPS location may not always be available in every situation on the 

cellular network at all times. Expedited shipping offer is for Annual plans made prior to 3 PM EST Mon-Fri. Expedited shipping is standard 2-day - - no deliveries on 

Saturdays/Sundays or to Hawaii or Alaska. Shipping delays may occur due to situations beyond our control.

OUR BEST 
OFFER EVER!

$19.95*
/month

From

Unlike “stay-at-home” emergency 
systems MobileHelp protects you:

Places where your
Help Button will work

Traditional Help
Buttons

At Home

On a Walk

On Vacation

At the Park

Shopping
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MobileHelp Features:

GET OUR SPECIAL 
OFFER NOW:

FREE EXPEDITED SHIPPING*

FREE ONE MONTH SERVICE*

50% OFF AUTO FALL DETECT*

plus FREE EQUIPMENT TO USE!*

A Help Button Should
Go Where You Go!

833-394-7998 / www.abcmedical.com
Psychiatric Services for Children & Adults
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