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WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA
PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

Dear brothers and sisters,

Eight hundred and six years ago, Saint Francis walked from Assisi to Damietta, Egypt to see the Sultan 
of that land at the very moment that the great King was engaged in mortal combat with the Fifth 
Christian Crusade. The extraordinary journey would have taken over a year, as Saint Francis and his 
companions passed through modern day Syria and through the Holy Land, until finally arriving in Egypt. 
There he encountered the Sultan of Egypt, Malik-al-Kamil, the nephew of Saladin the Great, who had 
decreed that anyone who brought him the detached head of a Christian would be rewarded with a gold 
coin.

St. Bonaventure, in his Major Life of St. Francis, tells us how the Saint and his companions just walked 
right into the enemy camp, where they were predictably placed in chains, beaten and dragged before the 
Sultan. And then it began. Like Pilate before the Lord, the great Sultan had no idea who was before him. 
Who sent you? the Sultan asked. God. Francis replied. And why did he send you?  To save you and to 
teach you the truth, he answered. 

“When the Sultan saw his enthusiasm and courage,” Bonaventure tells us, “he listened to him willingly 
and pressed him to stay with him.” Here you have this medieval Goliath of a Sultan with an army so 
powerful he and his brother had conquered the whole Middle East, but he was conquered by the 
simplicity of the poverello, saying pace e bene...God sent me to save your soul.

It was an unfair imbalance for a diplomatic negotiation. The Sultan probably saw Francis as a delegate 
of Cardinal Pelagius and his troops who would seek to negotiate a cease fire or even the return of the 
Holy sites or the surrender of Egypt. But Francis did not arrive as a diplomat seeking an audience with 
the Great Ayyubid Sultan Malik al-Kamel Naser al-Din Abu al-Ma'ali Muhammed, seeking political 
advantage. No. Francis arrived as a man who so loved Malik that he sought to obtain his soul for God. In 
other words, Francis saw Peace not as the prize at the conclusion of an effective political negotiation, but 
as the opportunity to love the one who had been cast as his enemy, to humanize him and recognize him 
as his brother.

Which is why his example is so good for me. I am no diplomat. My entire knowledge of international 
diplomacy comes from observing Jed Bartlett and Leo Magarry in the Situation Room of the West 
Wing. I, frankly, have no idea how to solve the geopolitical intricacies of any war. I am no a diplomat. I 
am a Priest. But as a Priest I know the road to true peace is paved with love and prayer, even when you 
are afraid. 

Even when you are angry. Pray for peace. And listen for that knock on all the doors you have locked. It is 
the Lord, who breathes his Holy Spirit upon us on this Pentecost Sunday and gives us the peace the world 
cannot give.

In the Lord,

Monsignor Moroney



BISHOP MCMA US A D I
EED YOUR HELP! 

My dear brothers and sisters, 

Every day, throughout the Diocese of Worcester, faith filled 
individuals go out into the community and preach God’s 

love. Some minister to those who are at risk of being 
homeless, others to those who are struggling with life’s burdens. Teachers and catechists 
nourish the minds and nurture the faith of our youth in schools and parish faith formation 
classes. Young men who are pursuing vocations to the priesthood and older men are in 
the diaconate look forward to serving God’s people in our parishes. 

Bishop McManus and I need your help in making their ministry possible for another year. 
In a recent letter to past donors, Bishop McManus wrote: “The Church exists to bring the 
message of Christ to the world, as with the virtues of faith and hope, charity is only 
possible when we are infused with the grace of God.” 

Our parish goal (which we have made for each of the 
past four years) is $50,000. As of today, thanks to 
seventy six generous donations, we have reached 39% of 
that goal. And while I know reaching our the goal 
involves real sacrifice (especially when you are always 
so generous to our many parish needs) we desperately 
need your help. 

If you have not yet given, there are envelopes at the 
entrances which you can drop in the collection basket 
this week or next. If you have already given, could you 
consider a second gift? 

We need your help and trust in your generous support of 
these vital Diocesan Ministries, from vocations to 
schools to retired priests, and so many worthy ministries 
in between! 

In the Lord, 

Monsignor Moroney 



face of 

This wonderful hymn sums up 
so well why the Diocese of 
Worcester invites all parishioners to 
participate in the annual Partners 
in Charity appeal.

“The Church exists to bring the 
message of Christ to the world,” 
says Bishop McManus. “If we 
believe Christ cared for the poor 
and those who were on the 
periphery, as Pope Francis often 
puts it, then the Church must do 
that, too. That is what we are 
doing through the agencies and 
ministries of Partners in Charity by 
offering compassion to those less 
fortunate than ourselves.”

People are struggling in so many 
ways beyond dealing with the 
ongoing COVID pandemic, 
experiencing a hunger of the 
body, a hunger of the mind and a 
hunger of the soul. 

Diocese of Worcester, 49 Elm St., Worcester, MA 01609 • development@worcesterdiocese.org • 508-929-4366 • Partners-Charity.net

CONTINUED ON BACK

“Lord, you give the great 
commission, heal the sick 
and preach the word; lest 

the church neglect 
its mission, and the gospel 

go unheard...” 

Together with our parishes and 
schools, our agencies and 
ministries are witnessing to the 
love of God made known to us 
through the Gospels. Making 
the face of Christ real to tens of 
thousands of people each year, 
we are assuring that our Catholic 
faith is alive and tangible in the 
world today, for it is a faith in 
action!

“As with the virtues of faith and 
hope, charity is only possible when 
we are infused with the grace of 
God,” Bishop McManus said. “When 
we recognize the grace of God 
that is given to us, we can respond 
to those around us in need.” 

Hunger of the Body
Charitable agencies are offering 
the face of Christ each day to 
those who are hungry, struggling 
with the risk of homelessness, or 
in need of clothing and other 
necessities for their families. 

Miurka Torres, of Catholic Charities 
said, “Our clients have always 
been grateful that Catholic 

just a quick solution for that day. 
We work with them to help them on 

a road that keeps families together 
and leads to independence in the 
future.”

Lateasha, a client of Catholic 
Charities, said, “I am so grateful 
that when I came to Catholic 
Charities for help, they wanted to 
know me and my family. They are 
even helping deal with how this 
pandemic has made life so hard.”

Hunger of the Mind
Catholic education is about 
presenting the face of Christ to 
those who are hungry to know how 
to prepare for life. 

Michael Hoogasian, teacher at 
Saint Paul Diocesan Junior/Senior 

We couldn’t do it without you!

       Charityin 
Partners 

BBe the

CCHRIST
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High School, said, “Catholic schools 
provide many opportunities for students 
to connect with God and to discover 
what God has planned for them and to 
make the world a better place, as Saint 
Paul writes in his letter to the Romans. We 
recognize that our students are the Church 
of today, not just for the future.”

“I am grateful for receiving a Catholic 
education since the seventh grade, 
because I was treated as a whole person, 
not just a number,” said Daniel Mara. “It 
truly is a blessing that people donate to 

children to get a Catholic education and 
to experience the great things I have 
experienced here at Saint Paul.”

Hunger of the Soul
“I was a college graduate with a good 
career path as a medical technician,” 
says Jonathan Amidon, seminarian for the 
Diocese of Worcester. “But I kept feeling 
that I was being called to serve people as 
a priest. God’s love has been so present 
and powerful in my life that I need to share 
that love with others whether in times of 
joy, or sorrow, or despair. The diocesan 
seminary program is making it possible for 
me to pursue studies for the priesthood 
without the distraction of how to support 

another college degree.”

hear God calling him to a vocation to the 
priesthood,” said Father Donato Infante, 
director of vocations. “We are grateful 

means to provide the environment for 
young people to discern through prayer, 

Consider Making a Pledge 
or Gift today

List of agencies
Charity
• Catholic Charities
• McAuley Nazareth Home for 

Boys
• Pernet Family Health Service
• Priests’ Retirement
• Retired Priests Health Ministry
• St. John Diocesan Cemetery 

System

Education
• Advanced Studies for Clergy 

and Laity

• Communications Ministry
• Grant-in-Aid for Schools

• Ongoing Priestly Formation

Ministry
• African Ministry
• Catholic Campus Ministry
• Hispanic Apostolate
• Minister to Priests

Ministry

• St. Paul Cathedral

• House of Studies
• Youth and Young Adult Ministries

       Charityin        Charityin 
Partners 

Check out the options for ways 
to donate on this brochure. Your 
response is a response to someone 
who is hungry for hope in their lives 
and the lives of their loved ones.

As Bishop McManus expressed, 
“My fervent hope and prayer 
is that people will respond as 
missionary disciples to those in 
need, making the Good News of 
the Gospel real in people’s lives 
through the work of the agencies 
and ministries of Partners in 
Charity.”

SEE VIDEO
ONLINE

Whether you make a monthly or 
quarterly pledge, or a one-time gift, 
your support of Partners in Charity 
is making a difference for tens 
of thousands of people in need. 

Pass in your envelope 

Partners in Charity
49 Elm St.,

Worcester, MA 01609

during In-Pew Sunday

Diocese of Worcester
49 Elm St.

Worcester, MA 01609
development@worcesterdiocese.org

508-929-4366

Partners-Charity.net

Visit
Partners-Charity.net

 for a list of the charities, 
ministries and educational 
programs that rely on your 

generosity

Matching Gifts
See if your company 
will match your gift. 

Partners-Charity.net/
matching-gifts

Make your gift to the 
Partners in Charity 

Appeal today!

Text your
Donation

Text the word donate to 
84576 to access the 
online giving page

TEXT

Call in a Pledge 
or Gift

508-929-4366

mailto:development@worcesterdiocese.org


PRAY WITH US!
Pray for all who are sick, and especially for:  Joseph “Max” Beaudoin, 
John LaFortune, Lyndsay Booth, Haddie Boucher, Lisa Stacy, Raymond 
Maillet, Connie A., Joe Brideau, Kathleen “Kitty” Booth, Louis Comtois, 
Nancy Banks, Charlene Richard and Riley Watts. 

Join us in praying for those who have died recently especially; Mark R. 
Bellefeuille.  Pray for their families, as well, that they may be consoled by 
the promises of Christ.

If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email office@stceciliachurch.net and we 
will add them to our prayer list for the next several weeks.

This would not be possible without the volunteers who devoted so much of their time and talents 
to make our Flea Market the great success it was. Thank you to Elaine Murphy, Donna Allard, 
Francis Wada, Jeanne Conti, Karen Moore, Laura Casey, Lisa Caisse, Patrice Hall, Yvette 
Richard, Anna Perkins, Phyllis Hellijas, Mason Hellijas, Regina Aubuchon, Phyllis and Leandre 
Maillet, Anne Marie Goguen, Louise and Charlie Bourque, Louise and Rob LeBlanc, Sue Snell, 
Ed Sargent, Jeannette and Donald Cormier, Rita Richard, Anita Jolly, Deanne and Dave Besnia, 
Donna and John Novelli, Julie Novelli, Wendy and Dan Mungovan, Diane Aubuchon, Pat 
Gallant, Joanne Bangrazi, Melinda and Tim Buckley, Kim and Dan Martin, Jeannine Brideau, 
Jean Noel Bernard, Anne Marie Richard, Kathy Daelhousen, Cheryl Gallant, BettyAnn 
Harrington and Jane Chartrand.

The St. Cecilia’s 
Spring Flea Market 

Profit was $5596.

Amazing!!

LAST WEEKEND’S 
PARISH COLLECTIONS

TOTALED $10,573.

mailto:office@stceciliachurch.net


St. Cecilia’s Parish wishes one of our own, Sister Marie Pauline Guillemette, a 
heartfelt congratulations on the occasion of her 60th Jubilee as a Daughter of the 
Holy Spirit. God bless you! 

Sister Marie Pauline Guillemette along with her family and friends gathering to 
celebrate this joyous occasion. 

PLEASE JOIN US FOR  
SOLEMN PONTIFICAL VESPERS  

PRESIDED OVER BY BISHOP ROBERT J. MCMANUS IN 
COMMEMORATION OF THE JUBILEE OF HOPE  

ON SUNDAY, JUNE 15th AT 4:00PM  
AT THE JUBILEE PILGRIMAGE CHURCH OF SAINT CECILIA 
170 MECHANIC STREET, LEOMINSTER, MASSACHUSETTS  

Multiple confessors will be available for the Sacrament of Penance from 1:30pm - 3:30pm.  
A public reception will follow in the Parish Hall.  



Congratulations to Kaitlyn Godin               

and Winston Hoang on the occasion            

of their senior server graduation.       

Kaitlyn will be going to Syracuse University 

majoring in forensics and Winston will be 

going to UMass Amherst majoring in 

computer engineering.  

We thank you both for all your years  

of service at the Lord’s altar.  

   

God bless you! 

WHERE IT ALL BEGAN! 
 
Finally work began in September of 1931, in the 
heart of the depression, and continued year-round 
with the first Mass being celebrated on Christmas 
day 1933.  The construction of the church 
provided jobs during the Great Depression   
while also bringing hope to the parishioners of  
St. Cecilia Parish.  The cost to build the church 
was 400,000 which is equivalent to 9,636,793  
today.  While the exterior of the church was 
completed the 
interior of the 
church has been a 
continuous project 
even to this day. 



The St. Vincent de Paul Society is in Need of Your Help! 
They require our help to conƟnue assisƟng local families 

and individuals in their Ɵme of emergency.  

FOOD ASSISTANCE 

 
FUEL  

ASSISTANCE 

EMERGENCY SHELTER 

With rising costs of food, rent, fuel, electricity, etc. the overwhelming number of calls has 
almost depleted their funds.  Pictured above are just some of the ways they provide  

assistance.  Please consider making a donaƟon in one of the donaƟon boxes located at 
each church entrance, or drop off or send by mail to the rectory to the AƩenƟon of the  

St. Vincent de Paul Society.  All donaƟons are greatly needed and appreciated! 





PENTECOST SUNDAY JUNE 8, 2025

THIS WEEK AT SAINT CECILIA

Saturday June 7 Vigil             Breaking Bread, page 168

Sunday June 8 Pentecost Sunday      Breaking Bread, page 174

Monday June 9 Weekday in Ordinary Time

9:00am Mass for Joanne Iacaboni, by Diane and Bob (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Tuesday June 10 Weekday in Ordinary Time      

9:00am Mass for Marie Richard, by Al and Dina Vallee (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

9:00am Mass for Charles and Mildred Bilodeau, by last will (Church)
9:30am Confessions (Church)
9:30am Bible Study on Genesis (Parish Center)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
7:00-9:00pm Haitian Prayer Group (Chapel)

Thursday June 12 Weekday in Ordinary Time    

7:00am Mass for Anthony and Emilia Amico, by the family (Church)
9:45am Mass for Catherine Brady Lanza (5th anniv.), by the family (Church)
10:00-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory)
11:15am Mass for Kathy Scott (3rd anniv.), by Jim and Paula (Church)
1:00pm Baptism of Alsa Elyse Walker (Church)
2:00pm Mass for Ladies of St. Anne (Church)
  Ladies of St. Anne Meeting following (Parish Center)
6:00-8:00pm Sunday Night Card Players (Parish Center)

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Winnie Martin, by Idora LeBlanc and family (Church)

Wednesday June 11 Weekday in Ordinary Time                 

9:00am Mass for Pius Yun, by his family (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:00pm Mass for Roger Champagne, by his wife Yvonne (Church)
6:30pm Confessions (Church)
7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)
7:30pm Introduction to Catholicism for Young Adults (Rectory)



Sunday June 15    The Most Holy Trinity (Father’s Day)      Breaking Bread, page 178

JUNE 8, 2025PENTECOST SUNDAY

Friday June 13    Weekday in Ordinary Time      

9:00am Mass for Lien (Theresa) Le, by her family (Chapel)
       Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass - Benediction at Noon (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:30pm BINGO (Parish Center) Doors open at 4:00pm; Game starts at 6:30pm

Saturday June 14    Weekday in Ordinary Time      

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Michael Marchand (4th anniv.), by Jean Noel and Anne Marie Bernard (Church)

7:00am Mass for David Gladding (22nd anniv.), by his son, Larry (Church)
9:45am Mass for James Provo, by his children (Church)
10:00-11:00am RCIA Group (Rectory)
11:15am Mass for Jay and Doug Moore, by Jeanne Conte (Church)
1:30-3:30pm Multiple Confessors available for the Sacrament of Penance (Church)
4:00pm Solemn Pontifical Vespers presided over by Bishop Robert J. McManus (Church) 
  Public Reception will follow (Parish Center)
6:00-8:00pm Sunday Night Card Players (Parish Center)

9:00am Mass for Raymond Leclerc, by his wife, Lorraine and son, Richard (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)

Saturday June 14    Vigil      Breaking Bread, page 178 



Online Bulletin Delivery

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up
Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Mail

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net

THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS 
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU 

WITH YOUR BULLETIN
FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images 

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week 
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 // www.pilotbulletins.net
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For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot Bulletins Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA 7008

(844) 300-2419
*Includes labor and product; bathtub, shower or walk-in tub and wall surround. This promotion cannot be combined with any other offer. Other restrictions may apply.  This 

only.  See your dealer for details.   ©2025 BCI.

• Tub-to-Shower Conversions
• Replacement Tubs
• Replacement Showers
• Walk-in Tubs

CALL NOW!

OFFER EXPIRES 6/30/2025

Military & Senior Discounts Available

$1000 OFF*

OR

OR

The Bath or Shower You’ve Always Wanted
IN AS LITTLE AS 1 DAY

0% Interest for 18 Months**

$1500OFF 
**

• Low-Barrier Showers
• Soaker Tubs
• Accessories and more!

12
NO 

INTEREST
NO 

PAYMENTS
*On Approved Credit*

MONTH

Custom Pull-Out Shelves 
for your existing cabinets and pantry. 

Call for Your FREE Design Consultation: 

(855) 625-9032
*Limit one offer per household. Must purchase 5+ Classic/Designer Pull-Out Shelves. EXP 6/30/25. 

Independently owned and operated franchise. ©2025 ShelfGenie SPV LLC. All rights Reserved.

Easy access, less stress, everything within reach.

50% OFF
INSTALL!*

If you owe more than $10,000 in credit 
card or other unsecured debt, see how 

National Debt Relief can help resolve your 
debt for a fraction of what you owe.

BECOME DEBT FREE IN AS 
LITTLE AS 24-48 MONTHS

Call today: 

+1 (866) 605-1934
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PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell
Tax & Pension
978-840-1040

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8 

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net • 978-534-0849

- Est. 1988 -

WRIGHT-ROY FUNERAL HOME
109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372
www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

50TH

ANN
IVERSARY

W R

Parishioners of St. Cecilia’s for over 75 years!
Right Coverage. Right Price. Right Choice!

Home • Auto • Business • Life

www.choice-insurance.com
choice@choice-insurance.com

165 Mechanic Street Leominster, MA
978-534-8329  

D&D Waste Removal, LLP

ATTICS • YARD WASTE • CELLARS
APPLIANCES • GARAGES 

CONSTRUCTION • FORECLOSURE

Dumpster Rentals

Free Estimates
508-523-9621

djb827@yahoo.com
RICHARDSON
FUNERAL HOME
106 WEST STREET

LEOMINSTER, MA

978-534-9137
www.richarsonfuneralhome.net

richardsonfh106@gmail.com

www.brandonfuneral.com
Kevin J. Mack, Funeral Director

305 Wanoosnoc Road, Fitchburg • 978-343-4444

“Feed My Sheep” John 21:17 

SMARTER HEATING & COOLING

1.800.880.9780
WWW.BRIDEAU-OIL.COM

HEATING OILS, DIESEL FUEL AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

978-342-9780
www.BrideauEnergy.com

SHOP LOCAL
Help keep the local 
economy vibrant.

VITELLI
MONUMENT CO.
275 Lunenburg Street, Fitchburg

978-342-4350
Five Generations of 

Quality Workmanship
NICHOLAS VITELLI, PRES.

www.vitellimonument.com

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. 
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms 
and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 

automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of 
Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.855.720.0765

FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  

TIME 

OFFER!

SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 4/30/2025 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

Instant shade—at the touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year Limited Warranty. 

SAVE $350 TODAY!
America’s #1 Awning!

AD SPACE
AVAILABLE

617-779-3771

SPECIAL OFFER!

OR

+
 60 MONTHS

 0% FINANCING*

$60 GIFT CARD

60%
INSTALLATION

OFF

1.844.407.3392

TRANSFORM YOUR CONCRETE
FLOOR IN JUST  ONE DAY!

*Credit approval is not guaranteed. Offer not available everywhere or combinable 
with other offers. Offers subject to change. Financing offer available through lenders 
under terms of applicable loan program. All our lenders start your payments after 
your fl ooring is complete. If you repay your entire balance before the end of the 
promotional period, all interest billed to your account during the promotional period 
will be waived. If you do not repay the entire purchase balance before the end of the 
promotional period, you will be responsible for repaying the interest that was billed 
to your account during the promotional period and any interest that is subsequently 
billed to your account. Terms and conditions apply. Offer expires 7/31/25
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