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Saint Cecilia Parish




SAINT CECILIA PARISH

170 Mechanic Street, Leominster, Massachusetts 01453 — 978-537-6541 — stceciliachurch.net
Office Hours: Monday through Friday from 10am to 3pm.

. } Monsignor James P. Moroney

msgr@stceciliachurch.net
pastor

BettyAnn Harrington

bettyann@stceciliachurch.net

Father Paul Shaughnessy, SJ

father@stceciliachurch.net
parochial vicar

Paula Doucet
Pd@stceciliachurch.net

executive assistant , L director of religious education

Adam Cormier
adminassist@stceciliachurch.net
administrative assistant

Patricia Secino

psecino@stceciliachurch.net
director of continuing education

David Lasky

davelasky@msn.com
director of music

Denis Leger
property manager

Claire Neas
cantor@stceciliachurch.net
cantor

Jamie Camire
rectory cook

Deacon Ronald J. Aubuchon, Deacon emeritus

Weekend Masses: Vigil Mass 4:00pm Saturday, Sunday Masses at 7:00am, 9:45am and 11:15am.
Weekday Masses: Monday through Saturday at 9:00am; Wednesday at 6:00pm.

Sacrament of Penance: Wednesday at 6:30pm, Thursday at 9:30am, Saturday at 9:30am and 3:00pm.
Rosary: Monday through Friday at 3:00pm; Wednesday at 7:00pm.

Eucharistic Adoration: Wednesdays and Fridays from 9:30am to noon.
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WITH THE HELP OF SAINT CECILIA
PASTORAL REFLECTIONS

This weeks column offers a couple brief reflections for your Epiphany prayers from one of
my favorite writers, Caryll Houselander. They are taken from her wonderful book, 4 Child
in Winter: Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany.

“Christ asks for a home in your soul, where he can be at rest
with you, where he can talk easily to you, where you and he,
alone together, can laugh and be silent and be delighted with
one another.”

“It 1s about the Christ
who was born in a

Infant Christ in us; to be not the castle manger and who will
but the cradle of Christ; and, in come again at the end
rocking that cradle to the rhythm of of time to lead us

love, to swing the whole world back home, being born again
into the beat of the Music of Eternal in my heart and in
Life.” yours.”

“The way to begin healing the
wounds of the world 1s to treasure the




From Pope Leo XIV’s Christmas Greetings to the Roman Curia
22 December 2025

While the mystery of Christmas celebrates the mission of the Son of God among us, it also
contemplates its purpose, namely that God has reconciled the world to himself through Christ and
in him made us his children.

At times, beneath an apparent calm, forces of division may be at play. We can fall into the
temptation of swinging between two opposite extremes: uniformity that fails to value differences,
or the exacerbation of differences and viewpoints instead of seeking communion. Thus, in
interpersonal relationships, in internal office dynamics, or in addressing questions of faith, liturgy,
morality and more besides, there is a risk of falling into rigidity or ideology, with their consequent
conflicts. Yet we are the Church of Christ, his members, his body. We are brothers and sisters in
him.

I would like to recall what Saint Augustine wrote in his Letter to Proba: “In all human affairs,
nothing is truly cherished without a friend.” Yet he asked, with a note of bitterness: “But how
seldom in this life is such a person found whose spirit and conduct may be trusted with full
confidence?.” At times this bitterness finds its way among us as well, when we observe with
disappointment that certain dynamics — linked to the exercise of power, the desire to prevail, or the
pursuit of personal interests — are slow to change. We then ask ourselves: is it possible to be
friends? To have relationships of genuine fraternal friendship? Amid daily toil, it is a grace to find
trustworthy friends, where masks fall away, no one is used or sidelined, genuine support is offered,
and each person’s worth and competence are respected, preventing resentment and dissatisfaction.
Such relationships call for a personal conversion, so that Christ’s love, which makes us brothers
and sisters, may shine through.

This becomes a sign also, in a world wounded by discord, violence and conflict, where we also
witness a growth in aggression and anger, often exploited by both the digital sphere and politics.
The Lord’s birth brings the gift of
peace and invites us to become its
prophetic sign in a human and cultural
context that is too fragmented..we are
not mere gardeners tending our own
plot, but disciples and witnesses of the
Kingdom of God, called in Christ to
be leaven of universal fraternity
among different peoples, religions and
cultures. This happens if we ourselves
live as brothers and sisters and allow
the light of communion to shine in the
world.




PRAY WITH US!

Pray for all who are sick, and especially for: Chase Tieper,
Lucille Croteau, Marion Cronin, Albert Thebeau, Richard L.,
Bob Allan, Harold LeBlanc, Emily, John Richard, Barbara
Casey and Al Lamoureux.

Join us in praying for those who have died recently, especially;
Conrad Peloquin, John DiRusso and Mark Amirault. Pray for
their families, as well, that they may be consoled by the
promises of Christ.

If you know someone who needs prayers, call the rectory or email office@stceciliachurch.net and
we will add them to our prayer list for the next several weeks.

Parish Collections Totals

Weekend of December 20" & 21°%
$12,392.

December 24" & 25™ for Christmas
$12,138.

Weekend of December 27™ & 28™
$10,611.

We will be holding our Bible Study on Thursday,
January 15™ at 9:30am at the Parish Center Hall.
Our study will be on the Book of Job. How can it be
that good people suffer and yet God is just? Please
join us as we reflect on this question and explore
innocent suffering, divine silence and the human
quest for understanding.

Last Chance to get your tickets in for the St. Cecilia’s January Calendar Raffle,
thirty-one days of prizes ranging from $100 to $1,000 in cash and or gift cards
totaling $5,000! Each calendar is $15 or three for $40. Calendars can be purchased
and returns can be made at the parish office this week until noon time on
Wednesday. Drawings will be held on Wednesdays, first drawing January 7" and
will be streamed on our parish website and Facebook page. Good Luck to All!
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A PERFECT WAY TO START THE NEW YEAR IS BY VOLUNTEERING YOUR TIME.
WE ARE ASKING FOR ONLY A FEW HOURS A MONTH.

Serving Togethe

An Invitation to Serve:

Become an Altar Server!

Do you feel called to serve God and His Church
in a special way? Our Ministry of Altar Servers
welcomes young people (and adults!) who wish
to serve the Lord at His altar during Mass. It is
our goal to beautify our liturgies by having 3
servers per each Mass.

e Who Can Join? Boys and girls who are
registered parishioners, have received First Holy
Communion, and are in 4th grade or above (ages
9-10+). Adults are also welcome! We would
love to have adult servers at each Mass as
well, particularly those who serve at weekday
Masses.

e  What You'll Do: Assist the priest with the
Cross, candles, incense, gifts, and more, helping
the community worship reverently.

e What's Required? A spirit of prayer,
reverence, commitment, and a willingness to
learn. You can choose how many times per
month you can choose to serve.

e Training Provided: No prior experience? No
problem! We offer comprehensive training to
prepare you for this important role.

e Next Step: Contact Colin McNabb at (978)
870-6442 or email at colinmmcnabb@gmail.com

An Invitation to Serve:

Become a Friday Night Bingo Volunteer!

We are asking for your help, just once a
month. What are we looking for?

A person who is good at counting money and
selling a high volume of tickets.

4:45- 6:30pm walk around and help sell pull tab
tickets to players

4:45-6:30pm sit at desk and sell pull tab tickets
to players.

Office personnel who are comfortable
counting money and would be beneficial if
they had basic knowledge of excel although
not required willing to train.

4:30-9:30pm pull tab ticket counter, work in the
office to count money and tickets and enter
values into the computer.

5:00-10:00pm: assistant bookkeeper, count
money and enter in values into the computer.
Should be comfortable with excel or willing to
learn

Prize Payout Person who is comfortable
counting money to Bingo Winners.
8:00-10:00pm: take money from the office and
payout to bingo winners.
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A Year-End Gift from the Heart

As we enter these final weeks of the year, our hearts naturally turn toward giving — grateful
for the greatest gift of all, the birth of Christ at Christmas. This is also a time when many
families review their charitable contributions while preparing for the coming year’s taxes.
We invite you to prayerfully consider making a year-end gift to our beloved Saint Cecilia
Parish. Your generosity strengthens our ministries, supports our parish family, and helps us
continue proclaiming the Gospel with joy. Thank you for all the ways you share your
blessings with our community.

Perhaps a donation to help keep us warm this winter
Heating all three parish buildings during December alone costs more than $23,000. Your
gift can make a real difference in meeting this essential need.

Perhaps a donation to assist with insurance and diocesan obligations
Each month, Saint Cecilia Parish pays $14,443 in Diocesan Insurance and Cathedraticum.
Your support helps us meet these required responsibilities faithfully and on time.

Perhaps a donation toward our roofs, gutters, and tower
Over the past four years, we have invested more than $1 million to water-proof our
beloved church. After four years of work, the roofs and gutters are nearly complete, but the
tower still awaits restoration. Your generosity will help us finish this crucial work.

In all things, we trust in your prayers—
the greatest gift of all!

Dear Monsignor Moroney,

Please find enclosed my year-end donation to Saint Cecilia Parish. Please apply this
donation to the following area(s):
(v Please check all that apply.)

0 Heating Costs
o Diocesan Insurance & Cathedraticum Bills
o0 Gutters, Roofs, and Tower Restoration

o0 Wherever it is most needed

Name:

Address:

Thank you for your prayers and generosity!
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Saturday January 3 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 57

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Rheal J. Boudreau (1% anniv.), by Jeannette and Jean (Church)

January 4 The Epiphany of the Lord Breaking Bread, page 57

7:00am Mass for Lawrence and Barbara Gallant, by Richard and Cheryl Gallant (Church)

9:30-11:00am OCIA Group Meeting (Rectory)

9:45am Mass for Norman Vautour, by Yvonne Richard (Church)

9:45-11:00am Religious Education for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd through Grade 6 (Parish Center)
11:15am Mass for Michael Albert (1% anniv.), by his family (Church)

6:00-8:00pm Sunday Night Card Players (Parish Center)

Monday January 5 Saint John Neumann

9:00am Mass for Pamela Petricca, by her husband and children (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
7:00-8:15pm Religious Education for Grades 7 through 10 (Parish Center)

Tuesday January 6 Christmas Weekday

9:00am Mass for Kevin Moran, by Giselle (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

Wednesday January 7 Christmas Weekday

9:00am Mass for Georgette Beliveau, by Florian (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass - Benediction at Noon (Chapel)
3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
6:00pm Mass for Pius Yun, by his family (Chapel)
6:30pm Confessions (Church)
7:00pm Rosary (Chapel)




Thursday January 8 Christmas Weekday

9:00am Mass for Father Thomas F. Egan (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)
7:00-9:00pm Haitian Prayer Group (Chapel)

Friday January 9 Christmas Weekday

9:00am Mass for Deceased members of Plourde and Brow families, by last will (Chapel)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament follows Mass - Benediction at Noon (Chapel)

3:00pm Rosary and Divine Mercy Novena (Chapel)

6:30pm BINGO Doors Open at 4:00pm; Games start at 6:30pm (Parish Center)

Saturday January 10 Christmas Weekday

9:00am Mass for Father Peter White (Chapel)
9:30am Confessions (Church)

Saturday January 10 Vigil Breaking Bread, page 59

3:00pm Confessions (Church)
4:00pm Mass for Marguerite Poirier (4™ anniv.), by the Daigle family (Church)

January 11 The Baptism of the Lord Breaking Bread, page 59

7:00am Mass for Wayne Gariepy, by Wil (Church)

9:30-11:00am OCIA Group Meeting (Rectory)

9:45am Mass for Irene Lamoureux (28" anniv.), by Terry, Al and family (Church)

9:45-11:00am Religious Education for Catechesis of the Good Shepherd through Grade 6 (Parish Center)
11:15am Mass for Loreley Romero, by Anne Marie and Jean Noel Bernard (Church)

1:00pm Baptism of Jacob Matthew Gallant (Church)

6:00-8:00pm Sunday Night Card Players (Parish Center)




?@ilotBulletins

THANKS TO THESE SPONSORS
WE ARE ABLE TO PROVIDE YOU
WITH YOUR BULLETIN

FREE EACH WEEK

Enjoy the full color bulletin that will change weekly and may feature images
to reflect the Gospel of the week or a meaningful Parish event.

To receive this bulletin in your inbox each week
please email signup@pilotbulletins.net

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net

-~y
@ilotBulletins

Online Bulletin Delivery

)

Parish Bulletin To your inbox

Sign Up at www.pilotbulletins.net/sign-up

Receive your Parish Bulletin in your inbox every week.

617-779-3770 /| www.pilotbulletins.net
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Fitiman&Ladis

Farm Fresh Gifts Since 1926

+$7.99 SHIPPING

CALL1-833-808-1814
PITTMANDAVIS.COM/P6YG26 USE CODE: P6YG26

Good while supplies last. Some restrictions may apply.

Limit 5 tins per customer. IC: P6YG26

CHOCOLATE |
CHIP COOKIES |

REG-$4999 NOW

$3 99
CALL 866-262-6113

+$7.99
HaleGroves.com/H6YG45 Use Code H6YG45

shipping
*$7.99 shipping & handling. Satisfaction completely guaranteed.
This gift ships in December at the peak of freshness. 1C: H6Y64S

#483X | HALE SELECT
DELUXE GIFT BOX
The ideal gift for fruit
and snack lovers alike!

Better Shelves.
Custom Solutions.

Say goodbye to clutter and frustration—wherever it lives.
From kitchens and pantries to bathrooms and laundry rooms,
ShelfGenie® custom pull-out shelves bring smart, accessible
storage to every space in your home.

ShelfGenie

EVERYTHING WITHIN REACH

FREE EXPERT
DESIGN CONSULTATION

a heighborly company

®

Bath
Remodel

3/

Safety. Style. SPECIAL OFFER
Stress-Free  Waiving All
Installation. Installation

Costs!
CALL NOW
1.833.791.9968

Add'l terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/28/25.

A $250 VALUE

L =

Schedule Now by Calling

© 2025 ShelfGenie SPC LLC. All rights reserved. Locally owned and operated franchise. Offer valid at
participating locations only. Limit one offer per household. *Applies to Classic and Designer line.
EXP 1/31/2026. MA HIC License #165040

For Advertising call 617-779-3771 Pilot B!

]

Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA

7008

ulletins



WRIGHT-ROY FUNERAL HOME

109 West Street Leominster

978-534-9372

www.wrightroyfuneralhome.com

Right Coverage. Right Price.

www.choice-insurance.com
choice@choice-insurance.com

D&D Waste Removal, LLP

Brandon Funeral Home

www.brandonfuneral.com
Kevin J. Mack, Funeral Director
305 Wanoosnoc Road, Fitchburg * 978-343-4444

PROTECT GOD’S
PRECIOUS INFANTS

Dumpster Rentals

ATTICS « YARD WASTE « CELLARS

APPLIANCES » GARAGES
CONSTRUCTION « FORECLOSURE

djb827 @yahoo.com

=

Dine in/Pick-Up/Delivery
Party Platters/On-Line Orders
27 Airport Rd Fitchburg
(978) 298-9710 | www.Marcellosma.com|

Parcellos Westawrant

END ABUSE
END ABORTION

Joe O’Donnell
Tax & Pension
978-840-1040

Free Estimates

508-523-9621

Remember to say

“Thank You”

to our
Sponsors

They make this bulletin possible.

& Italian Cuisine

Be prepared before the next power outage.

It’s not just a generator.

Receive afree 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase*
- valued at $535.

Call 617-841-4985 to
schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC

VITELLI
MONUMENT CO.

275 Lunenburg Street, Fitchburg

978-342-4350

Five Generations of
Quality Workmanship

NICHOLAS VITELLI, PRES.
www.vitellimonument.com

BRIDEAU,

HEATING OILS, DIESEL FUEL AND 24 HOUR HEATING SERVICE

239 LIT(_.HFIELDc

978-342-9780

www.BrideauEnergy.com

LEOMINSTER, MA 01453

“God is Love” 1 John 4:8

AD SPACE

AVAILABLE
617-779-3771

Now’s the best time} .

WINDOW NATION

get energy-efficient

windows!

50%.

all window styles
Offer ends 01/31/2026

So 0%

down | monthly terest
payment | payment | rate

for2years

Offer ends 01/31/2026

v Schedule your FREE quote! v

WINDOW NATION #

For Advertising call 617-779-3771

Pilot Bulletins

RICHARDSON
FUNERAL HOME
106 WEST STREET
LEOMINSTER, MA

978-534-9137

richardsonfh106 @gmail.com
www.richarsonfuneralhome.net [

- Est. 1988 -
?‘ m éE

Restaurant

314 Central St. Leominster, MA 01453
www.cristinas.net « 978-534-0849

Butcher'’s Deluxe Package

P - 4 Butcher's Cut Top Sirloins (5 0z.)
4 Air-Chilled Chicken Breasts (4 0z.)

4 Boneless Pork Chops (5 0z.)
4 Gourmet Jumbo Franks (3 0z)
4 Individual Scalloped Potatoes (3.8 0z,
4 Caramel Apple Tartlets (4 0z,
1 Omaha Steaks Seasoning (3 0z.)
8 FREE Omaha Steaks Smash Burgers (3.20z)

79797ZDE separc: 993

SPECIAL INTRODUCTORY PRICE

—
AMERICAS ORIGINAL BUTCH g

OMAHA STEAKS

.844.63

agregated single tem base

A gzﬁ of Hope for }[urtmg Marriages

This Christmas, give your marriage the gift of healing and connection.

3890 Ask for Offer 79797ZDE

| Omaha Steaks, LLC

For over 35 years, Retrouvaille of New England has helped couples
rediscover love, rebuilld trust, and renew their committment through
a powerful, faith-based weekend experience.

Take the Flrs‘r step today.

E ‘J" retiouvallle
H BN building stror

508-271-7155 El__ il

I marriages

Saint Cecilia, Leominster, MA

7008
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