St. John the Baptist Church

11150 San Pablo Ave., El Cerrito, CA 94530 + Phone (510) 232-5659 » Fax (510) 236-0960

www.sjtbc.us

Welcome!

° E-mail: stiohns@sjtbc.us

Our warmest welcome to all who worship with us,
whether a long-time parishioner or newly arrived in the parish.
As Catholic Christians, we are committed to Rnowing,
loving and serving God by obeying His commandments
and serving our brothers and sisters with [ove and respect.

Schedule of Masses
For information: www.sjtbc.us

Private Masses are held on weekday
' mornings and Saturday morning without

| the congregation
|

Priests
Rev. Thuong Hoai Nguyen, Pastor

Rev. Thang Nguyen, In Residence

Deacons
Thom McGowan: (707)-653-4920
Loch Sekona: (510)-837-1052

Parish Office

Temporarily closed
Bulletin Editor:
Ed Bautista, OCDS

Sacraments

Reconciliation: 4 p.m. Saturday
For inquiries,
please call, e-mail stjohns@sjtbc.us

or check website www.sjtbc. us

Accountant/Bookkeeper:
Arthur De Leon

Children’s Religious Education
Camille Herrera: (510) 220-3839

Confirmation — Youth Ministry
Gina DeLaTorre: (510)-815-0050

Adult Inquiry — RCIA
Christine Hickey: (510)-815-6022

Pastoral Council
Thomas Fleming: (510)-502-0080

St. Vincent de Paul Society
(510)-232-5659 for messages

St. John’s Elementary School
Principal: Dina Trombettas
(510)-234-2244 e www.stjohnec.org

St. John’s Community Center
6500 Gladys Ave.

St. John’s Divine Mercy
Adoration Chapel
11152 San Pablo Ave.
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The people were astonished at [Jesus']
teaching, for he taught them as one
@vmg authority and not as the scribes.
M MARK 1:22

R )

Teaching with Authority

ho teaches with authority? To whose voice

should we listen? The first reading provides an
answer. Moses had been appointed by God to be God’s
voice for the Israelites—for that is what a prophet
is. Moses assures the people that God will raise up a
leader like himself. They are to listen to that voice just
as they listened to his voice. The Gospel presents Jesus
as the fulfillment of that promise.

The issues of contemporary life are extraordinarily
complex. Actually, when one is in the midst of living, it
is always complex. It was complex at the time of Moses
and at the time of Jesus as well. So, to whose voice
should disciples listen? It is easy to answer: “The one
with authority.” But who has authority? Recognizing
genuine authority is not as easy as it sounds. Moses’
position of authority was eventually recognized,
but that was not the case in the beginning. The
expression, “Who died and left you boss?” comes right

i January 31, 2021

Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time (B)
i Dt 18:15-20

{1 Cor 7:32-35

i Mk 1:21-28

out of an earlier story of Moses (Exodus 2:14). As for
Jesus, he never held a recognized position of authority
in his society, and we know his authority seems
eventually to have been rejected by most.

A sign of genuine authority is seen in the integrity
of one’s life. Moses led the people through the
struggles of the wilderness. In this Gospel, Jesus
confirms the message of his teaching with his works of
healing. Who has authority? “By their fruits you will
know them” (Matthew 7:16).

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA

¥ As a disciple of Jesus, whose voice are you inclined
to follow? Why?

% What is your attitude toward official authority?
Is this a good attitude to hold?



January 25, 2021

My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

The Gospel readings of this week talk about our Almighty God whom we have to adore
and worship with all of our heart, our mind, our soul, and our whole being. By our naked
eyes, we cannot see God. Nonetheless, we must offer to Him everything of who we were,
who we are, and who we will be for God is real, God is true, and God is Life.

The Gospel narrates, “Jesus entered the Synagogue and taught. The people were aston-
ished at His teaching, for He taught them as one having authority and not as the scribes.”
We are also well aware of the man with unclean spirit who cried out, “What have you to do
with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are-the Holy
One of God!”

As disciples, how are we to live our lives and purposeful continue the mission of Jesus.
The Letter of St. Paul explains, “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be
saved. But how can they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how can they
believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone to
preach? And how can people preach unless they are sent? As it is written, how beautiful
are the feet of those who bring the Good News!”

St. James 1:18, 21-25 writes: “God willed to give us birth by the word of truth that we
may be a kind of first-fruits of His creatures. Therefore, put away all filth and evil excess
and humbly welcome the Word that has been planted in you and is able to save your souls.
Be doers of the Word and nor hearers only, deluding yourselves. For if anyone is a hearer
of the Word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his own face in a mirror. He sees
himself, then goes off and promptly forgets what he looked like. But the one who peers
into the perfect law of freedom and perseveres, and is not a hearer who forgets, but a doer
who acts, such a one, shall be blessed in what he does.”

In all these, know God, believe in God, and serve God. Practice what we do believe; do
what we truly know; and live to serve God by our actions toward our brothers and sisters.

With Love in Christ,

Fr. Thuong Hoai Nguyen



Mass for the

Intentions

0~ Meek

Intention (s) Requested by
Saturday, January 30 St. John Parishioners St. John Parish
Sunday, January 31 Live Stream Kevin Delaney f Patricia Scheiner-Ovenfors
Monday, February 1 St. John Parishioners St. John Parish
Tuesday, February 2 St. John Parishioners St. John Parish
Wednesday, February 3 St. John Parishioners St. John Parish
Thursday, February 4 St. John Parishioners St. John Parish
Friday, February5 St. John Parishioners St. John Parish
Saturday, February 6 St. John Parishioners St. John Parish

Stewardship

Online giving at www.sjtbc.us/give
Shank Hou %/ your %mmwé/

Holy Land Discovery with Jordan-
(Israel and Jordan)

Destinations: Tel Aviv, Israel, Jaffa, Caesarea,
Megiddo, Nazareth, Beth-She-An, Magdala, Sea
of Galilee, Capernaum, Mount of Beatitudes,
Cana, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Masada and Dead
Sea, Petra, Jordan, Amman, excursion to Jerash,
Ajloun, Anjara.

Mass will be offered on your journey.

Land prices begin at $2,349 per person
double occupancy. $ 500 Deposit.

Call 860-399-1785 or
Brian@CatholicCruisesandTours.com

Offering Prayers for Healing

Virginia Alday, Niani Barber, Pearl & Patrick Batiste
Irene Blair, Robert Britto, Gustavo Caceres and
Friends Evelyn Canepa, Al Carlson
Brenna Clark, Jennette leadenger,
Linda Crittondon, Cora Dongon,
Mary Dong, Tami Duncan

Juanita Estrellas, Eduardo NN
Garchitorena, Frank Gardner e
Filomena Giese, Mike
Giovannini, Joseph Golinveaux, Victoria Gregorio
Andy Gutierrez, James Gutierrez, Ruben Gutierrez
Joanne, Marvin & Maurice Haynes, Sherry
Highlander, Tamaya Hunt, Ann Jones, Avelina Juat
Tom Kennedy, Marija Limon, Bernice Luckett
Marian & Michael Luoma, Mary Agnes, Nancy
McVey, Cecilia Mendiola, Francis Mondragon, Judith
Padilla, Theresa Parella, Angelina Patacsil, Pam
Paun,Victoria Payless, Marlen Pineda and Friends
Wayne Price, Rose Anne, Fely Sabares, Jovita Santos
Linda Schneider, Dimitri Smith, Salvador Tejero,
Rose Texara, Pat Tilley, Isaac Tiongson, Joseph Vidal
Sarah Vidal, Evodio Walle, Winston Williams
Jan Williamson




Baptism of the Lord

There is a certain urgency un today’s Gospel as Jesus calls His first disciples-Andrew and Simon, James
and John. Each one follows Jesus immediately, unhesitatingly abandoning nets and boats and father and
fellow-workers. To what is Jesus calling me-at this moment, in these circumstances? What will I need to
abandon in order to follow Him?

This Week’s Service Schedule

“Tell all souls

| about My Mercy
Sunday Readings: Dt 18:15-20. 1 Cor 7:32-35.

Mk 1:21-28. while there is
Monday Readings: Heb 11:32-40. Mk 5:1-20. 3

Tuesday Readings: Mal 3:1-4. Heb 2:14-18. St| ” tl m e.' :
Lk 2:22-40. Or 2:22-32. 4 MIMS 245
Wednesday Readings: Heb 12:2-7, 11-15.
Mk 6:1-6.

Thursday Readings: Heb 12:18-19, 21-24.
Mk 6:7-13.

Friday Readings: Heb 13:1-8. Mk 6:14-29. Safe Environment
Saturday Readings: Heb 13:15-17, 20-21.
Mk 6:30-34. Every volunteer and worker is required to
complete the training at virtusonline.org every
Daily. 24-Hour Eucharistic Adoration. three years.
Chapel.

Confessions. Sat., 4pm.

Baptism Classes

For information, E-mail: stjohns@sjtbc.us Or
check website: www.sjtbc.us or call the church at
510-232-5659.

Calls for Help & Hope
The Contra Costa Crisis Center has provided

a lifeline of help and hope for 57 years.
Call 1-800-833-2900



First Saturday Devotion

Our Blessed Mother appeared to St. Lucia of Fatima on December 10, 1925. It was there Our
Lady requested the Five First Saturdays Devotion and gave a great promise.

Appearing with the Queen of Heaven in that apparition
was the Infant Jesus, Who said to Lucia: “Have pity on the
Heart of your Most Holy Mother. It is covered with thorns
with which ungrateful men pierce it at every moment, and
there 1s no one to remove them with an act of reparation.”

Our Lady then spoke: “See, my daughter, my Heart
encircled by thorns with which ungrateful men pierce it at
every moment by their blasphemies and ingratitude. Do
you, at least, strive to console me. Tell them that I promise
to assist the hour of death with the graces necessary for
salvation all those who, in order to make reparation to me,
on the First Saturday of five successive months, go to
confession, receive Holy Communion, say five decades of
the Rosary, and keep me company for a quarter of an hour,
meditating on the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary.”




PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS
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GOD BLESS OUR ADVERTISERS!
The marchants who advertise make our bulletin possible.

When you patronize our advertfisers,
please thank them for supporting our parish.
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PLEASE SUPPORT

COSMETIC
SURGICAL CENTER

ST. JOSEPH

CEMETERY & FUNERAL CENTER FD1960

Start planning today:

Funeral | Cremation | Cemetery | Family Estates

(855) 894-6540 | cfcsoakland.org

Call to inquire about available discounts.
Serving all faiths throughout the Bay Area!

cfcs

Living Our Mission

CATHOLIC FUNERAL & CEMETERY SERVICES
A MINISTRY OF THE DIOCESE OF OAKLAND

THESE ADVERTISERS

(510) 237-8602

LICENSE NO. 297406

El Cerrito Heating, Inc.

AIR CONDITIONING EQUIPMENT
HEATING
SHEET METAL WORK OF ALL KINDS

1518 KEARNEY ST.

Rodney Y. Kim, D.D.S.

111100 San Pablo Ave.
Suite 107
El Cerrito

El Cerrlto Ryl

ano Ave. Berkeley, CA 94707

Preferred Elder-Care Provider
Independent & Assisted Living- Personal & Dementia Care-Hospice

Our staff have over 316 years experience & dedication

“Companies don’t provide care, People do.”™

¥ Coachland Education

Give Your Child the Keys to Succeed

Mon: 3-7pm « Tues-Fri: 10-7pm - Sat: 10:30-5pm
11858 San Pablo Ave. 50—680-5218 :

ONE NAME T
WHEN IT'S TIME

REMEM BER

EXCELLENT. AFFORDABL
B8  SERVICESINCE 1908

S%%VT

101 Colusa Avenue

El Cerrito, CA 94530
F.D. LIC #1079

CALL US ABOUT

©2019 MK Marketing

CEMETERY « CREMATORY « MORTUARY

SUNSETVIEWMORTUARY.COM | 51052551

English, Spanish, Math, Science, Reading, Writing |
Tutoring ¢ Customized Learning + Homework Guidance :

O REM l"\ IBER

PRE-NEED ARRANGEMENTS

An average of over 5.85 years per employee
of continuity in services & care

| Call 510+234+5200 to Schedule an Appraisal or Tour

elcerritoroyale@bergcommunities.com

6510 Gladys Ave. Lic. #075600575
| El Cerrito 94530 A Berg Community

Miccinan Puhlicatinne FOAR AMC MATT 1_QRR_783_43KKQ

2MN1Q

Alorgs
FLEET SALES

10439 SAN PABLO AVE
(510) 234-6025
www.dohertytruck.com

E

PAT PRENDIVILLE
with
Security Pacific
Real Estate Brokerage
3223 Blume Dir., Richmond
| FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR HOME
KNOWLEDGEABLE * CARING * EXPERIENCED

Office: 662-8546 Cell: 851-4663
Raised in St. Comelius Parish

#42 St Tnhn the Rantict Fl Cerrifa - Ohiteide
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