| 11150 San Pablo Ave., El Cerrito, CA 94530 « Phone (510) 232-5659 * Fax (510) 236-0960 |

www.sjtbc.us - E-mail: stiohns@sjtbc.us .

Welcome!

Our warmest welcome to all who worship with us,
whether a long-time parishioner or newly arrived in the parish.
As Catholic Christians, we are committed to Rnowing,
loving and serving God by obeying His commandments
and serving our brothers and sisters with love and respect.

 St. John the Baptist Church

Schedule of Masses Sacraments

Daily at 8am. Anointing of the Sick, Every 1st Saturday
Saturday Vigil Mass, Spm. of the month at 8:30am
Sunday at 8am, 9:30am Confessions, Every Saturday at 4pm.

] . For other inquiries, please call, email, log
11:30am, _le (Chinese), in by website, visit the church office.
6pm Brazilian

Priests St. Vincent DePaul Pantry

Rev. Thuong Hoai Nguyen, Pastor Chien Nguyen Open: 9 am - 10 am First and
Rev. Joseph Tran, In Residence ) ) o ) Third Saturdays of the month
. . . Children’s Religious Education
Rev. Chrisanttus Bemeri, In Residence St John the Baptist El tary School
Deacon Canille Herrera: (510) 220-3839 (2 0N SAPTST - emertany Seioo
Confiration-Youth Ministry Principal: Dina Trombettas
Dcn. Lochlein Sekona (510) 234-2244 - www stjohnec.org

Parish Office Gina de la Torre: (510) 815-0050 St. John Community Center

o - Adult Inquiry-RCIA i
Monday Fnday, 9am-3pm 6500 Gladys Ave., El Cerrito

Reyline Artiaga: (510) 502-0080 o )
Bulletin Editor Pastoral Council The Divine Mercy Adoration Chapel
Ed Bautista OCDS Thomas Fleming: (510) 502-0080 11152 San Pablo Avenue
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our PariSh September 10, 2023

Twenty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time (A)

c o M M u " l ' v Ezekiel 33:7-9 / Romans 13:8-10 / Matthew 18:15-20
Tweaked by God

FR. JOSEPH JUKNIALIS

hile the Scripture readings this week

remind us we are responsible for

one another, do any of us really want
someone serving as our conscience, telling us what
to do? A national insurance company once aired a
TV ad in which “Cynthia” takes it upon herself to
make sure everyone was abiding by the established
regulations of the subdivision. She checks to make
sure everyone is breaking down cardboard, cuts
down hanging flower baskets that are contrary to
regulations, and takes a chainsaw to mailboxes
that are even two inches too high.

None of us want a “Cynthia” for a neighbor. It
may be that it takes a community to raise a child,
but once we have become adults—well, thanks but
no thanks. So what do we do with these readings?

The Gospel adds the ingredient of community to
the “cake batter.” Praying with a faith community
can help correct our personal opinion, remind us
what we might be blind to, and broaden our vision
by affirming that we are a part of a larger world,
all from the perspective of faith.

A faith community that reflects “Cynthia”
thinking is a church that seeks to control.

It motivates by fear, discourages prayerful
reflection, and expects everyone to march in
unison. A healthy faith community is a church that
respects everyone as serious individuals of faith,
encourages study and dialogue to seek out truth,
and recognizes that growth in faith occurs in
different ways. Prayerful, respectful communities
of faith are how God tweaks our lives. ®

Reflect

What role does the faith community play in
your religious practice and your spirituality?

“Where two or three are gathered
together in my name, there am |
in the midst of them.”

MATTHEW 18:20
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Mass 537 for the
Intentions L3 f‘VVee,{

Ted Bautista-Birthday
Felix Bombita
Jack, Evelyn, John, Robert Miche

Saturday, September 9 5pm
Sunday, September 10 8am

9:30am Felix Bombita

11:30am St. John Parishioners
1 pm (Chinese) St John Parishioners
6 pm (Brazilian) St. John Parishioners

Alex Martija-For A Safe Surgery

For A Special Intention

St. John Parishioners

Participants to Our Lady of Fatima
Mass, Rosary, and Procession

For A Special Intention

Henry Ong-Death Anniversary

Eric and Sharon Ewen-Wedding Anniversary

Monday, September 11 8am

Tuesday, September 12 8am

Wednesday, September 13 8am
6:30pm

Thursday, September 14 8am
Friday, September 15 8am
Saturday. September 16 8am

September 10, 2023

Requested by

Bautista Family
Noli Martinez
Margaret Miche
Noli Martinez
St. John Parish
St. John Parish
St. John Parish
Marie Martija
Elaine LeCrom
St. John Parish
Ancelle Nguyen

Elaine LeCrom
Ong Family
Sharon Ewen

Stewardship
Plate Collection, September 3, 2023
Checks/Currency. $4,255.00
This Week’s Second Collection supports the
Diocesan Priest Retirement

Thank you for your generosity

To: All Volunteers
Log in virtusonline.org
Complete the first training session entitled, Protecting
God’s Children. The following session entitled, Keeping
the Promise Alive, is due in 3 years after completing the
first session. Thank you for serving in church ministries.

Braveheart’s Corner

I’'m forwarding the following message from The Merry Beggars of
Relevant Radio. These podcasts are on the Saints. I’ve enjoyed these

actors—particularly their rendition of A Christmas Carol—and

thought you might too! Here’s their message, below. Try the link or
subscribe at the Relevant Radio app. It starts September 11. This is
something you might mention in the bulletin. It would be good for

families to share together, I think. -Sharon Ewen.
https://thesaintspodcast.com/

Get On The Bus
Center for Restorative Justice Works
West Beverly Boulevard, Suite 200,
Montebello, Ca 90640
keeping families together

Prayers for Healing
Virginia Alday, Niani Barber, Patrick Batiste
Eleanor and Juan Beltran, Julia Bustamante
Gustavo Caceres Family, Al Carlson, Brenna Clark
Jennette Cleadenger 7
Linda Crittondon =
Cora Dongon, Mary Dong,
Tami Duncan, Juanita
Estrellas Eduardo
Garchitorena Filomena Giese
Sonny Go, Joseph Golinveaux Victoria
GregorioJovita de Guia, Andy Gutierrez
James Gutierrez Ruben Gutierrez, Marvin &
Maurice Haynes, Sherry Highlander Tamaya Hunt
Ann Jones, Avelina Juat Tom Kennedy, Marija
Limon, Marian & Michael Luoma, Mary Agnes,
Nancy McVey, Cecilia Mendiola, Judith Padilla,
Theresa Parella, Angelina Patacsil, Pam
Paun,Victoria Payless, Melvin Perreira, Marlen
Pineda Family, Wayne Price, Rose Anne, Fely
Sabares, Jovita Santos, Linda Schneider, Sol
Simkin, Dimitr1 Smith, Elsie Sowinski, Salvador
Tejero, Rose Texara, Isaac Tiongson, Jr., Virginia
Velasquez, Joseph Vidal, Sarah Vidal
Jan Williamson Jonathan Zumwalt

The Synod On Synodality
To Learn More Go To: www.oakdiocese.org/synod.

St. John the Baptist Church Centennial Anniversary, 1925-2025



This Week’s Service Schedule
Twenty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time

Am [ my brother’s keeper? All three readings today

suggest that for the Christian steward the answer is
“Yes!”

Daily Mass: 8am.

Sunday: Ezekiel 33:7-9. Romans 13:8-10.
Matthew 18:15-20.

Monday: Colossians 1:24-2:3. Luke 6:6-11.
Tuesday: The Most Holy Name of Mary.
Colossians 2:6-15. Luke 6:12-19.

Wednesday: Saint John Chrysostom, Bishop and
Doctor of the Church. Colossians 3:1-11.

Luke 6:20-26.

Devotion to Our Lady of Perpetual Help. 8:30am at
Church and 6pm at the Chapel.

Our Lady of Fatima Mass, Rosary, and Procession at
6:30pm.

Thursday: The Exaltation of the Holy Cross.
Numbers 21:4b-9. Philippians 2:6-11. John 3:13-17.
Devotion to the Holy Infant of Prague at 8:30am.
Church.

Friday: Our Lady of Sorrows. 1 Timothy 1:1-2,
12-14. John 19:25-27 or Luke 2:33-35.

Saturday: Saints Cornelius, Pope, and Cyprian,
Bishop, Martyrs. Devotion to the Immaculate Heart
of Mary. 1 Timothy 1:15-17. Luke 6:43-49.
Monday-Saturday: Morning Prayer at 7:40am. At
Church. Rosary and the Divine Mercy Chaplet at
8:30am. At Church.

Perpetual Adoration: Daily. 24 hours a day. Chapel.

| AMWITH YOU ALWAYS

BISHOP'S MINISTRIES APPEAL 2023
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St. John Senior Center/6500 Gladys Ave.
Every Tuesday, 9am-3pm. Senior Activity and
Lunch. See Buddy Akacic, Instructor,
West Contra Costa Adult Education.

“Tell all souls

about My Mercy
while there is

still time.”’

Diocesan Eucharistic Revival Congress on
September 8-9 and 15-16
For more information on how to get involved
ot to register, email revival2023(@oakdiocese.org or
visit www.oakdiocese.org eucharisticrevival2023.

CCD

Classes for children’s catechism and preparation for
the Sacrament of Holy Communion start

September 24, Sunday, 9:30am. An application is
available at the Church entrance or write to the Church
careof Camille Herrera, or send an email to the Church

at stjohns@sjtbc.us or to Camille Herrera at
cherrera94@aol.com, or call the Office at 510-232-
5659 or Camille at 510-220-3839.

St. John the Baptist Church Centennial Anniversary, 1925-2025



RITE OF CONFIRMATION PROGRAM BEGINS OPEN REGISTRATION

Registration for the Confirmation Program is now open thru 9/24/23.

St. John the Baptist Church provides catechism to teenage Catholics in preparation for the Sacrament of
Confirmation. The program is open to students from 8" thru 11™ grade. All who are interested in receiving
the Sacrament of Confirmation are invited to attend a meeting for program information and registration.

On Sunday, 9/10/23 at 11:00 an information & registration meeting on the program will be held at St. John’s
Community Center, 6500 Gladys Ave. located behind the church on the other side of the BART tracks.
Registration forms and fee should be submitted on this day.

Registration forms can be found at the exits of the church, at the Office, or on the church’s website:
Confirmation - St. John the Baptist - El Cerrito, CA (sjtbc.us)

The first class will be on 10/1/23 at the Community Center. Registration forms and fees must be submitted
prior to the first day of class. All confirmation classes are held on Sundays immediately following required
attendance at 9:30 mass. Students can be picked up at noon at the Community Center.

The program spans two academic years and includes bi-weekly Catechism meetings, a retreat and other
events and opportunities for spiritual edification, service work and fellowship. Those interested in receiving
the Sacrament of Rite of Confirmation must have completed year one of the two year program successfully
in order to move forward to year two.

Any questions regarding the program, please contact Gina DeLaTorre @ 510-815-0050 or by e-mail
@youthministry@sijtbc.us.

Join us for the
DIOCESE OF OAKI._AND
ST.PATRICK'S

SEMINARY TOUR
SEPTEMBER 23

= .
Questions email:

Vocation Director

Q 320
Middlefield Rd.
Menlo Park,

Fr.Carl Arcosa
CArcosa®@oakdiocese.org {

CA 94025
9:00 AMm e Assembly at Library
10:00 AM e Seminary Tour
11:00 AM e Mass with Bishop Barber
12:00 PM @ Lunch, Testimonials and, Q and A
1:30 PM @ Meet a Seminary Formator and a

Oblate Sisters of Jesus the Priest
2:30 pm ® Holy Hour and Benediction

=L END OF THE DA Y®"

St. John the Baptist Church Centennial Anniversary, 1925-2025
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February 14, 2023

Deas Faithtal Dogoss of the Euchacistic Rewival ia the Diocese,

At the Di Euchasistic Revival G on September 8-9 and 15-16, we are looking forward to a time
of prayer, talks, Mass, confessions, mm:mmmo{mwudw

To enable us to host this spititmal event with at least 1,500 faithful from the pasishes within the Diocese, we

First, pray! Prayers acre powerful, and we need prayer partners to help us focus our time and talents in
planning and TR AT :

s 5 s '3

Second, register! This Enchasstic Revival Congress is for you and the Chucch to which we all belong.
By the prace of our baptism, we are issioned to go out and prochim the Good News and the
gift of our faith, and we can more effectively do this when we are rooted in the Holy Euchasist.

Third, support! We hope that you will prayecfully ad to be collab through
mMg&Amchdmhnﬂppmwnmhamﬁaﬂm
Woguzﬂy1K Zate yOuK & diate and afficmats mdm 3 wpay gister, and support;

dacy as we antics nthnsngeo[h g for the Revival = For your tax-
&dncﬂ:hbnm(rnmNmb«‘94-1527086)hdlymhmdﬂs
Payee: Roman Carbolic Bishop of Oakland

Address: 2121 Harrison Strees, Suite 100, Oakland, CA 945612

For more information on how to get involved or to register, email revival2023(d@ cakdiocese ocg o visit
sww.oakdiocese oo /euchansticenival 2023 Our Secretasiat will be excited to assist you in your desice to
help make this Euchadistic Revival Congzess in the Diocese of Oakland not oaly successful, but fmitful and
faithfol! May God gchly reward you.
Youss sincerely in Christ,

#Iruchad Sadot 4,
The Most Reverend C. Barber, S.J.
Bishop of Oakland - Convenor, 2023 Diocesan Encharistic Revival Congress

“T Am With You Akways!” (Me 28:20)

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul of Contra Costa County

Friends o
the Poor
Walk

Saturday, Sept. 23
Walks Begin at9 am

Sign up. Donate. Participate.
Feed, Clothe, Shelter, and Heal Those in Need

OF ml PG/CI

B

TO REGISTER/DONATE Please
visit: fopwalk.org
1) SVdPDistrict Council FOP Walk

440 La Gonda Way
Deanville, CA9A4824

», 1{;/1/4 ‘

\=, ‘
2) 51. AgnesSVdAP FOPWalk

Benefitting your neighbors in need 3966 Chestnut Ave
th hout Contra Costa County Concord, CA 94519

3) Wo-'Counfy svdv FOP Walk
St Joseph's School

1961 Plum sr

Pinole, CA 94564

Together we can end poverty one person,
one family, one community at a time.

Eucharistic Revival Congress 2023
Sponsorship Opportunities

Diamond (Seraphim)

$5.000.00
Recognition as a Major Sponsor
Name & Logo on Event Banner
Special Mention on Program Gaps and Announcements
Reference in all Publications, Correspondence, Press Releases
Sponsor Recognition Plaque
Platinum (Cherubim)

$3,000.00
Name and Logo on Event Banners
Special Mention on Program Gaps and Announcements
Reference in all Publications, Correspondence, Press Releases
Sponsor Recognition Plaque
Gold (Thrones)

$1.000.00
Special Mention on Program Gaps and Announcements
Reference in all Publications, Correspondence, Press Releases
Sponsor Recognition Certificate
Patrons (Archangels)

$500.00
Reference in all Publications, Correspondence, Press Releases
Sponsor Recognition Certificate

$100.00
Friends (Angels)
Page Listing in Souvenir Program

“I Am With You Ahvays!” (Mt 28:20)

SATlIIhDAY
THEBIG e
LA BOCCE 2023
Bocce Ball Tournament

CATHOLIC FUNERAL
& CEMETERY SERVICES

Laures and. Fisbes

Help Feed, Clothe, Shelter, and Heal
Your Neighbors in Need.

Join St. Vincent de Paul of Contra Costa County and

Loaves and Fishes of Contra Costa on Saturday, Sept. 30 to

support our programs that feed and shelter vulnerable
neighbors while enjoying great food, silent auction deals
and bocce fun! $65/per person

Scan this QR code
to purchase tickets today
or visit www.bit.ly/Bocce23

St. John the Baptist Church Centennial Anniversary, 1925-2025



Alimento para el viaje

Es posible que hayas escuchado la expresion: "iSin Esfuerzo, No Hay Ganancia"! Por cliché que parezca,
hay que decir algo sobre esta afirmacion. Los deportistas son los que mas entienden esta expresion. A medida que
entrenan sus cuerpos para un deporte en particular, los deportistas deben disciplinarse y pasar por ejercicios
rigurosos. Los dolores corporales son esperados y necesarios a medida que el cuerpo crece y se adapta. Por lo
tanto, "jSin Esfuerzo, No Hay Ganancia"! significa que para lograr algo que valga la pena, uno debe
comprometerse seriamente en el trabajo, que a menudo exige compromiso personal y sacrificio. ¢Podria decirse
esto también de nuestra vida espiritual, una vida de conexion espiritual con Dios sostenida por la Sagrada
Eucaristia?

La Iglesia ensefia que la Sagrada Eucaristia es la fuente y la cumbre de nuestra vida cristiana. jEste Pan
Sagrado también nutre nuestra alma porque es el Sefior al que consumimos! Decimos que el Sefior se hace tan
pequefio que podemos tenerlo como nuestro Pan de Cada Dia. Al comer y beber este Alimento Sagrado, se nos
promete la vida eterna y el perdén de los pecados. Sin embargo, la experiencia cotidiana al recibir la Sagrada
Eucaristia puede parecer algo muy cotidiano, cuando por ejemplo no nos sentimos mas fuertes fisicamente, o los
problemas en casa o personales no desaparecen. ¢ Dénde esta entonces Su poder? ¢Donde esta o hermoso que nos
han ensefiado?

La respuesta a estas preguntas es sorprendentemente simple: "iSin Esfuerzo, No Hay Ganancia"! Déjame
explicarte. EI poder de la Sagrada Eucaristia s6lo se puede sentir si el que recibe la comunidn se dedica
seriamente a las obras de fe. Por ejemplo, creemos que es el Sefior quien se entrega en la Sagrada Eucaristia.
Cuando recibimos la Sagrada Eucaristia, recibimos Su Cuerpo, Su Sangre, Su Alma y Su Divinidad. Nos
convertimos en uno con El. En otras palabras, jsatisface el deseo de nuestro corazon y nos hace santos y buenos!

Mirando hacia mi pasado, me doy cuenta de que no sentia nada por la Misa porque no la entendia.
No lo entendia tanto quizas como el fatbol con el que estaba tan comprometido. jTanto como para levantarme
temprano para correr y jugar a las 5:30 AM! Disfrutaba inmensamente del futbol porque lo aprendi, practiqué y
jugaba a diario. ¢Pero la Misa? La verdad es que no era igual. No aprendi sobre la Misa, por lo tanto, no creia. No
conocia la Palabra de Dios y lo que significaba para mi. No oraba, ni ayunaba, ni me preparaba antes de la Misa.
En verdad, no practicaba seriamente mi fe. No conocia mi fe; por lo tanto, no la amaba. No la amaba; por lo tanto,
no me importaba; No me importaba, en consecuencia, necesitaba prepararme. No sentia nada por la Misa porque
todavia no habia hecho ninguna obra de fe antes o después de la Misa. "iSin dolor, no habia ganancia™ para mi!

Los santos de Dios entienden muy bien el significado de la frase: "jSin Esfuerzo, No Hay Ganancia"! San
Juan Maria Vianney, en particular, soporté muchas dificultades y luchas. Se dedico a trabajos pastorales y preparo
su alma con penitencia, ayuno extremo, una vida austera y oracion. Se acerc6 mucho a Cristo, y sus obras fueron
tan influyentes que se entreg6 a Dios. El santo nos ensefia que sélo haciendo estas obras podemos conocer el
poder de ese amor y confianza, y aun mas, conocer la satisfaccion prometida por la Sagrada Eucaristia.

Después de entregarse totalmente a nosotros en la Sagrada Eucaristia, el Sefior nos pide que vayamos y
hagamos discipulos de todas las naciones llevandolo a EI con nosotros como alimento para el viaje. jEl nos pide
gue nos involucremos en las obras de salvacion y no permanezcamos ociosos! ¢Quieres conocer y sentir el poder
de la presencia del Sefior en la Sagrada Eucaristia? jRecuerda: "iSin Esfuerzo, No Hay Ganancia"! o como se dice
en Ingles:*“No Pain, No Gain!”’jManos a la obra!

Padre Anthony Huong Le
Parroco, Mision San José — Fremont

Didcesis de Oakland / Congreso de Avivamiento Eucaristico 2023
Serie de reflexién basada en el "Misterio de la Eucaristia en la vida de la Iglesia" de la USCCB
7de7



PLEASE SUPPORT THESE ADVERTISERS

Arrow Glass, Co. it g

State Contractors License #398039 4515 San Pablo Dam Road, El Sobrante
Family Owned & Operated Since 1949 510-223-5073

TheGlenn
Y

Custom Framing

640 San Pablo Ave. * Albany Living Trusts 7002 Stockton Ave.
arrowglassalbany.com :
Free Consultation |glennecca@sbcglobal.net
(2 Blocks North of Solano Avenue) 5 1 0 = 5 25 = 2 1 1 8 Over 45 years experience KATHLEEN M. GLENN

OLIVERO PLUMBING CO.

Serving the Community for Over 71 Years
11360 San Pablo Ave. * El Cerrito
233-3511 = 529-2762 Lic. # 162170
Four Generations Strong
Visit Our Showroom

Mission Publications FOR ADS CALL 1-888-253-4358

Bellezza Hair Studio
460 El Cerrito Plaza 31
El Cerrito, Ca 94530
510.977.2143
anabonital @yahoo.com

Ana Mercado
Stylist with 30 yrs of experience and
specialized in hair replacement not
surgical and hair extensions.
Call me

JOuong Jed || Gop BLESS OUR ADVERTISERS!

Vbetnamese Restawant S Deli The merchants who advemse make our bulletin possible.
(51 0) 234-7428 When you par € our ddverﬁsers,

BUSINESS HOURS: MON-SAT: 10AM-9PM please thank them for supporting our parish.
12221 SAN PABLO, SUITE 8

REOYCILEG |
REIANICE
[OVEE|  We accept ™o

POR FAVOR APOYE A ESTOS ANUNCIANTES

#43 St. John the Baptist, El Cerrito - Inside




PLEASE SUPPOR‘T THESE ADVERTISERS

LOOK BETTER. FEE
C GOD BLESS
OUR
mn%‘?cm“ A_DVERTISERS! 1783 Solano Ave. Berkeley, CA 94707

510-526-7563
www.OaksJewelers.com

Open Tue - Sat. £3 10am - 4:30pm

T he merchants who advertise

make our bulletin Possiblc.

thn you Patronizc our
advertiscrs, P‘casc thank them

forsu PPortl'nS our Pan’sh.

TAKE MY HAND HOME CARE AGENCY <yl

We offer personalized care solutions with Ti‘:ﬂ?‘“‘

flexible hours and 24 /7 compassionate -

"\* S care tailored to each patient’s needs. &
?% We help you on your way!! -

() CALL US (833) 864-4222

[5<] info@takemyhandhc.com & www.takemyhandhc.com -

To Advertise here, call

'~ Mission Publications [N SIE 15
§ 888-253-4358 i Preferred Elder-Care Provider

Independent & Assisted Living * Personal & Dementia Care » Hospice

...................... e P24 Our staff has over 404 years of Experience & Dedication
at El Cerrito Royale

“Companies don’t provide care, People do.""
An average of over 7.8 years per staff member

In-person Tours & Assessments Available
Call 510-234-5200

elcerritoroyale@bergcommunities.com
6510 Gladys Ave. Lic. #075600575
El Cerito 94530 A Berg Community

Mi&s‘icn Publications FOR ADS CALL 1-888-253-4358

ONE NAME TO REMEMBER
A WHEN IT'S TIME TO

REMEMBER

EXCELLENT, AFFORDABLE
SERVICE SINCE 1908

101 Colusa Avenue
El Cerrito, CA 94530
F.D. LIC #1079

CALL US ABOUT
PRE-NEED ARRANGEMENTS

PAT PRENDIVILLE

with
Security Pacific
Real Estate Brokerage
| 3223 Blume Dr., Richmond
| FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR HOME
KNOWLEDGEABLE * CARING « EXPERIENCED
Office: 662-8546 Cell: 851-4663

02019 ML Markating

SUNSETVIEWMORTUARY.COM | SI().SZS.SIIIi
POR FAVOR APOYE A ESTOS ANUNCIANTES

Raised in St. Comnelius Parish

2023

#43 St. John the Baptist, El Cerrito - Outside





