
June 14, 2020 

                ...a community of faith and love 

Mission Statement 
With the Word of God as our foundation, the people of St. Matthew Catholic 
Parish strive to be the presence of God in our community. We do so through 
joyful worship, fellowship among our members, a welcoming spirit to visitors 
and seekers, an increasing willingness to give our time, talent and treasure to 
serve God’s people and a desire to spread our faith through ongoing spiritual 
sharing. 

Saint Matthew Catholic Church 

Our Parish Family 

We welcome into our parish community all visitors, new members,  
old friends and those returning Home to us. 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 

Sunday:7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am 
 

Holy Days: Will be announced 
Monday—Saturday 8:30am 

Rosary: Monday—Saturday 8:00am 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays 3:00pm—3:45pm  

or by appointment through 
the parish office. 

Pastor 
Very Reverend  

Thomas J. Anastasia, V.F. 
 

Priests Assisting: 
Rev. Terry Fleming 
Rev. Tony Fortunato 

Rev. Paul McLaughlin 
 

Deacon 
Deacon Tony Quattrocki 

St. Matthew Catholic Church 
9111 90th Avenue 
Largo, FL 33777 

Phone (727) 393-1288  
Fax (727) 398-2683 

Website www.stmat.org  
E-Mail: Info@stmat.org 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-12:00pm 



COURAGEOUSLY Living the Gospel 

 

Pastor’s Column  
 
Dear Friends in Christ,                            6/14/20 
 

 Quarrelling among themselves, saying 
“How can this man give us His flesh to eat?”  
Jesus said to them, “Amen, amen, I say to you, 
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drink His blood, you do not have life within you.” 
Jn. 6:52b-53.  The Spiritual food of the Eucharist 
is absolutely essential for us as Catholics.  During 
the days of live streaming the daily and weekend 
liturgies, we received plenty of positive feedback.  

Now that the masses are open to the public, we are suspending the live 
streaming until we can get the proper equipment installed, which 
would be appropriate for when a congregation is present.  I’m only 
guessing but I imagine that over 90% of those who watched the mass 
via live stream, are now capable of taking part in person in the celebra-
tion of the Eucharist.  If you have not already done so, I would like to 
encourage you to come and receive Him who is our life.  There really 
is no substitute for receiving the LORD in person. 
  
 I trust that my time away over the next two Sundays (a previous-
ly arranged commitment/vacation with a friend) will be time that our 
family of faith can slowly come back to the table.  While next weekend 
has Father’s Day on the secular calendar, we’ll have our beloved re-
tired priests leading us in prayer.  Hence recognizing the value of 
grandfathers as well as fathers, might be the order of the day here at St. 
Matts.  On my calendar I still have the original Vacation Bible School 
schedule written in which was supposed to start the day after Father’s 
Day.  However, we now have the opportunity to get 6 days not just 5 
days and participate remotely or in-person thus expanding the potential 
reach of VBS.  The first day was last Friday June 12th, with continuing 
Friday VBS sessions on 6/19, 6/26, 7/10, 7/17, and 7/24.  I hope to see 
some of you during a few of these VBS sessions as they are always 
enjoyable and renewing experiences. 
 
Peace in Christ, 
 

 
Fr. Tom J. Anastasia 
Pastor 

Scripture Readings for the 
Week of June 14, 2020 
 
Sunday, June 14, Solemnity of 
the Most Holy Body and Blood  
of Christ, Corpus Christi 
Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a; Ps 147:12-13, 
14-15, 19-20; 1 Cor 10:16-17; Jn 
6:51-58 
 
Monday, June 15 
1 Kgs 21:1-16; Ps 5:2-3ab, 4b-6a, 
6b-7; Mt 5:38-42 
 
Tuesday, June 16 
1 Kgs 21:17-29; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 
11 and 16; Mt 5:43-48 
 
Wednesday, June 17 
2 Kgs 2:1, 6-14; Ps 31:20, 21, 24; 
Mt 6:1-6, 16-18 
 
Thursday, June 18 
Sir 48:1-14; Ps 97:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 7; 
Mt 6:7-15 
 
Friday, June 19,Solemnity of the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus 
Dt 7:6-11; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 6-7, 8, 
10; 1 Jn 4:7-16; Mt 11:25-30 
 
Saturday, June 20, Memorial of 
the Immaculate Heart of the  
Blessed Virgin Mary 
2 Chr 24:17-25; Ps 89:4-5, 29-30, 
31-32, 33-34; Lk 2:41-51 
 
Sunday, June 21, Twelfth  
Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Jer 20:10-13; Ps 69:8-10, 14, 17, 
33-35; Rom 5:12-15; Mt 10:26-33 



The Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ 

Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, June 13 

4:00pm People of the Parish † 
 
Sunday, June 14 
7:30am  Richie Meyer † 
9:00am  Joanne Buckley  
   Hartmann  † 
11:00am Dorothy Flesch † 
 
Monday, June 15 
8:30am  Ashley McKenzie   
 
Tuesday, June 16 
8:30am   Russell Kantner  † 
 
Wednesday, June 17 
8:30am  Mary and Jerry  
  Caputo  † 
 
Thursday, June 18 
8:30am  The Di Ilio Family  
 
Friday, June 19 
8:30am  Pat and Tony Becker 
 
Saturday, June 20 
8:30am  Joseph Anastasia †  
4:00pm John & Beatrice  
  Medeiros † 
 
Sunday, June 21 
7:30am  People of the Parish 
9:00am  Melissa Vacarro  
11:00am Michael Kinder, Sr. † 

 
Please sign up for Flocknote to  
receive the latest information. 

Pray for our Military 
We pray that God will protect and 
watch over those we love and care 
for as they bravely serve our coun-
try. By the intercession of the pa-
tron saints of soldiers, St. George 
and St. Joan of Arc; may they all 
return home safely. 

 

The Deacon’s Corner 

 
Where are you?  We haven’t seen many of you in over 12 
weeks. How long will you stay away? When will you be 
ready to come back and celebrate with us?  When will you 
feel comfortable to returning to Mass? Do you feel an 
emptiness?  These are all questions we must honestly an-
swer for ourselves. 
 
Today we celebrate the Feast of Corpus Christi. The spotlight is on The 
Body and Blood of Christ.  Jesus who is the Paschal sacrifice.  We come 
together as one to share and to receive not just an ordinary meal but to re-
ceive the real presence of the Body of Christ in Holy Communion. 
 
As we celebrate this great feast, may we resolve to always come to the 
Mass to encounter the Lord with a focus on being renewed. Here are 
seven ideas for getting the most out of the celebration of the Mass. 
  
• Read the Sunday Scriptures ahead of time. This way you can get a 

sense of the key themes and be better prepared to follow the homily.  
• Come prepared to pray. Take some time before Mass to consider who 

or what in your life could use a prayer.  
• Pray before Mass starts. Sometimes we can rush into church, drop into 

our seat, and try to follow along with the Mass. Give yourself some 
few minutes to reflect on the past week, look to the next, and ask the 
Lord for guidance and strength. It really helps! 

• Receive Holy Communion with heightened awareness. This is Jesus 
Christ who offered his life on a Cross for the salvation of our souls. It 
is His blood that was poured out for the forgiveness of our sins. Make 
that moment of receiving Him intentional and reverent; let the 
“Amen” come from your heart!  

• Pray after receiving Holy Communion. You have just received the 
Lord Jesus into your body – you have become a living Tabernacle – 
there is no better time to offer the deepest, most important issues on 
your plate to the one who loves you.  

• Consider one takeaway that you experienced from every Mass. Name 
one thing that struck you, at every Mass. Perhaps it was a point in the 
homily, a line from a hymn, someone you prayed for, something you 
experienced, or an insight that came to you in silence. By naming one 
takeaway you actively participate in the prayer and engage your faith 
as you live your life.  

• Use a resource to get the most out of Mass. Some people like a devo-
tional, missal, prayer booklet or an online source. Find what works for 
you, the resource that helps you engage and live out your faith. 

 
Let us Come Together to Celebrate! 
 

Deacon Tony     



Prayer for Priests & Future Priests 
Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the world. 
Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the likeness and holi-
ness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. May their lives be pleas-
ing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 
 

06/15 ♦ Elvi Moya, Seminarian  

06/16 ♦ Rev. Richard C. Hermes, SJ  

06/17 ♦ For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life 

06/18 ♦ Rev. Saji James  

06/19 ♦ Rev. Hugh M. Chikawe  

06/20 ♦ Rev. Ambrose Kadambukatt, OCD  

06/21 ♦ Rev. Anthony Astrab  

www.stmat.org † Building a caring community that serves others. 

Stewardship of Treasure 
Parish Sacrificial Giving Summary 

In gratitude for the gifts we received 
from God, we thank all Parishioners 
and visitors who made a joyful return 
to the Lord this weekend. 

June 7, 2020 
Offertory $  8,656.00 
Online  $  4,456.00 
  $13,112.00 
 
Thank you for your generosity! 

St. Vincent de Paul 
Today as we celebrate the gift of the Body and Blood 
of Christ, let us pray for those who are hungry, mal-
nourished and starving. 
  
Is there a nearby family you know or are you a pa-
rishioner in need of assistance? Please leave a mes-
sage on our Help Line at (727) 592-1960 so that we 
can try to help. 

People can still mail their enve-
lopes in or send checks via bill 
pay from your bank. The mail 
will be monitored and deposits 
will be made weekly. 
Thank you for supporting our 
parish. Thank you to everyone 
for patiently walking this current 
journey with us. 
Together in heart,  
St Matthew Parish Staff 

PLEASE BE A GOOD SAMARITAN! 

Please roll up your sleeve to help your neighbors in need 
by donating blood before 1 pm today on the Big Red Bus 
outside St. Matthew Church.   Appointments are re-
quired, so if you do not have one please visit the Big Red 
Bus to see if one is available.  All donors and staff are 
also required to wear a face mask and one will be pro-
vided if needed.    Being a vital member of our Blood 
Donor Ministry is a special way to show your uncondi-
tional love for others and also enjoy the health benefits 
of a wellness check-up, PLUS receive FREE COVID-19 
Anti-Body Testing!     

The Clergy, Staff and Parish Pastoral Council 
would like to thank all parishioners who 
faithfully supported our faith community 
over the past two plus months while we were 
practicing social distance and following the 
stay at home policy. We are appreciative for 
your prayers, joining and participating on Fa-
cebook, supporting parish families in need 
with food and financial contributions as well 
as faithfully supporting our parish through 
tithing.  
We appreciate all you do to make St Mat-
thew’s known as a friendly, welcoming com-

munity and as the “parish with heart.” 



June 14, 2020 

Share Images from 
Faith at Home 

 
Take a selfie of how you 
are celebrating faith at 

home during the  
coronavirus. Use the 

hashtag 
#DOSPFaithAtHome or email  
pics to socialmedia@dosp.org.  

 
Are you viewing the Mass online, pray-
ing a rosary, reading about the saints,  

doing Catholic crafts? Show us how you 
are living #DOSPFaithAtHome.  

 
Please note that we must have release 

forms signed and on file with the  
Diocese or school for any photos of 

minors. 

St. Matthew Adult Faith invites you 
to Thursday’s Virtual Gatherings 

7:00pm – 8:00pm 
 

This is the last part of our series. 
Join us this coming Thursday. 

We’ll be discussing and learning about this 
official collection of the teachings 

of the Catholic Church! 
 

If you don't have a copy, we'll provide one for you. 
Just let us know. 

 

Contact us at faithformation@stmat.org 
 

June 18: Part 5 – “Prayer Life – Our Relationship with God” 

mailto:socialmedia@dosp.org




BAPTISM of INFANTS: 
The Sacrament of Baptism 
celebrates God’s love and 
initiates us into the com-
munity of believers called 

the Church. We are the Church, and 
each baptism we perform or witness is 
a sign of our faith in Christ’s power to 
renew the face of the earth. Baptisms 
are celebrated during the Mass. For 
Baptism preparation classes for par-
ents, contact the parish office: (727) 
393-1288. We recommend attending 
before the birth of your child.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: Call 
the office at any time in case of seri-
ous sickness. If you are hospitalized, 
the priest assigned to the hospital will 
administer the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: 
Call the office a minimum of six 
months in advance. Participation in 
Journey to Matrimony or Pre-Cana 
program is required. 

VOCATIONS:  
Contact Fr. Chuck Dornquast for 
more information at (727) 345-3452 
or  spvocation@dosp.org. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  
SOCIETY: Assistance to the needy. 
Calls are monitored and returned dai-
ly. Phone 592-1960. 

PROJECT HUNGER: On the third 
Sunday of every month, donations of 
food for our food pantry are collected. 

SACRAMENTS FOR ADULTS: 
R.C.I.A. is for adults and unbaptized 
teens wanting to be Catholic Chris-
tians. Please contact the office of 
Faith Formation at (727) 393-1288, 
ext. 204.  

WOMEN’S MINISTRY: Meet at 
7:00pm the third Tuesday of every 
month—August through May. New 
members are always welcome! 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: The 
Knights of Columbus St. Mat-
thew Council #11226, extends 
an invitation to all Catholic 
men to join our council. The 

council meets the First Monday of the 
month. If you are interested in hearing 
more about the Knights of Columbus, 
please contact Thaddeus Freeman at 
727-394-2000. 

Parish Staff 
 

Clergy: 

Very Rev. Tom Anastasia, V.F.  

(ext. 205) 

Deacon Tony Quattrocki (ext. 203) 

Deacon.Tony@stmat.org 
 

Director of Evangelization and  

Mission: Phil Coit (ext. 204) 
Phil.Coit@StMat.org  

 

Coordinator of Faith Formation: 

Marissa Miranda (ext. 207) 
Marissa.Miranda@StMat.org  

 

Youth Ministries:  

Lisa Limberger (ext 206) 
Lisa.Limberger@StMat.org  

 

Music Ministry: Chantal Ward  
 

Office Manager:  

Mandy Rose (ext. 201) 
Mandy.Rose@StMat.org  

 

Maintenance Staff: 

Joe LaFrazia  

Don Koster 

myparishapp.com / Sacraments and Ministries 

CENTERING PRAYER: 
Centering Prayer is a form of silent 
contemplation practiced both as a part 
of a group and in our daily lives. We 
meet Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm 
for approximately one and a half 
hour. Please feel free to come join us. 
Call Judi Valori at 727-399-2306 or 
jvalori@tampabay.rr.com if you have 
any questions. 

SICK OR INCAPACITATED: 

Please contact the parish office if 
you, or a family member, would 
like to be included in our monthly 
prayer list. If you are unable to 
attend Mass, let us know if you 
would like to schedule a visit from 
an Eucharistic Minister. SACRAMENTS FOR TEENS: 

CONFIRMATION for baptized teens 

wanting to complete their Sacraments. 

Please contact Youth Ministry, Lisa 

Limberger at (727) 393-1288, ext. 206.  

SACRAMENTS FOR CHILDREN: 
First Communion and 
Reconciliation for baptized 

children ages 7 and old-

er. Please contact Maris-

sa Miranda at (727) 393-

1288, ext. 207.  

Consider becoming a  
member of  

St Matthew Parish. 
To register as a member: 
1. Online at www.stmat.org 

 
2. New Member Info Packets are 

in North & South Narthex or 
ask a Greeter to help you locate 
a packet. 
 

3. Come to the Parish Office, 
weekdays and fill out a form. 

As a convenience for our  
parishioners, we have a notary  
public available to you in the  

parish office.  
There is no charge for this service.  

Bulletin Advertisers Needed! 
Jenny Lusk from Diocesan (our bulletin publishing partner) is working to 
secure NEW ads for our bulletin. Advertising space is available. We are 
grateful that this crucial communication piece is provided to our parish at 
no cost THANKS to the generous advertising support of our parishioners 
and community-minded businesses. Please let us know if you can help by 
advertising in the bulletin. Advertising sponsors of our bulletin recognize 
the tremendous value of connecting with our church family, and we ask 
our parishioners to support our sponsors! If you’d like to advertise in the 
weekly bulletin, please contact Jenny thru the church office at 727-393-
1288 or you can email her at Jlusk@Diocesan.com. Thank you! 
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