
June 28, 2020 

                ...a community of faith and love 

Mission Statement 
With the Word of God as our foundation, the people of St. Matthew Catholic 
Parish strive to be the presence of God in our community. We do so through 
joyful worship, fellowship among our members, a welcoming spirit to visitors 
and seekers, an increasing willingness to give our time, talent and treasure to 
serve God’s people and a desire to spread our faith through ongoing spiritual 
sharing. 

Saint Matthew Catholic Church 

Our Parish Family 

We welcome into our parish community all visitors, new members,  
old friends and those returning Home to us. 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 

Sunday:7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am 
 

Holy Days: Will be announced 
Monday—Saturday 8:30am 

Rosary: Monday—Saturday 8:00am 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturdays 3:00pm—3:45pm  

or by appointment through 
the parish office. 

Pastor 
Very Reverend  

Thomas J. Anastasia, V.F. 
 

Priests Assisting: 
Rev. Terry Fleming 
Rev. Tony Fortunato 

Rev. Paul McLaughlin 
 

Deacon 
Deacon Tony Quattrocki 

St. Matthew Catholic Church 
9111 90th Avenue 
Largo, FL 33777 

Phone (727) 393-1288  
Fax (727) 398-2683 

Website www.stmat.org  
E-Mail: Info@stmat.org 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 9:00am-4:00pm 
Friday 9:00am-12:00pm 



COURAGEOUSLY Living the Gospel 

Pastor's Column 
 

 
Dear Friends in Christ,                  6/28/20 
 
 The second reading for today’s Mass is 
one of my favorites.  We hear it proclaimed every 
year at the Easter Vigil.  I tend to direct people 
who are choosing readings for the funeral of a 
loved one towards this reading.  In these days of 
the pandemic we are reminded that death is close 
at hand.  What we put to death as we approach the 
baptismal font, which represents a tomb, is the old 
life of sin and our inclinations to be vulnerable to 
the gravitational pull of original sin.  If we are liv-

ing for Christ, that is to say, allowing the Spirit of Christ to live in us 
and through us, we have nothing to fear…not even death!   
 
 I love vacations where I don’t have to worry about anything.  My 
current vacation unfolded when the cruise that we had booked some 
time ago got cancelled.  We’re now driving and uncertain as to what 
we’ll find in the towns along the way hoping that race riots are not a 
part of our experience this year.  Danger is all around, from dangerous 
highways to strange hotel rooms to unknown futures.  My focus how-
ever, is not on the danger but on the adventure.  As we are driving back 
home at this time I ask for your prayers for a safe return and I am look-
ing forward to being with you for the holiday weekend next weekend.   
 
 In the gospel, Jesus requires a response from His closest follow-
ers that seems unreasonable at first.  When you consider the second 
paragraph of this passage listing the rewards along with the final 
phrase of “whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.” the evidence 
becomes clearer that Jesus is speaking about a transformed life totally 
committed to the mission of spreading the gospel of God’s love.  I am 
writing this column on the very day of the announcement of the new 
bishop for Beaumont Texas.  It is a joy to see that Msgr. David Toups, 
the rector of SVdP Regional Seminary, is now Bishop-elect Toups and 
will take his seat in the bishop’s chair (the cathedra) in the Beaumont 
TX Cathedral on August 21 upon his ordination/consecration into epis-
copacy. 
 
Peace in Christ, 
 

 
Fr. Tom J. Anastasia 
Pastor  

Scripture Readings for the 
Week of June 28, 2020 

 
Sunday 
Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
2 Kgs 4:8-11, 14-16a; Ps 89:2-3, 
16-17, 18-19; Rom 6:3-4, 8-11; 
Mt 10:37-42 
Monday 
Solemnity of Saints Peter and 
Paul, Apostles 
Acts 12:1-11; Ps 34:2-3, 4-5, 6-7, 
8-9; 2 Tm 4:6-8, 17-18; Mt 16:13-
19 
Tuesday 
The First Martyrs of the Holy 
Roman Church 
Am 3:1-8; 4:11-12; Ps 5:4b-6a, 6b
-7, 8; Mt 8:23-27 
Wednesday 
Saint Junípero Serra, Priest 
Am 5:14-15, 21-24; Ps 50:7, 8-9, 
10-11, 12-13, 16bc-17; Mt 8:28-
34 
Thursday 
Am 7:10-17; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 11; 
Mt 9:1-8 
Friday 
Feast of Saint Thomas, Apostle 
Eph 2:19-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2; Jn 
20:24-29 
Saturday 
Independence Day 
Am 9:11-15; Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11
-12, 13-14; Mt 9:14-17 
Sunday 
Fourteenth Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
Zec 9:9-10; Ps 145:1-2, 8-9, 10-
11, 13-14; Rom 8:9, 11-13; Mt 
11:25-30 



The Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass Intentions 
 
Saturday, June 27 

4:00pm Sara Wegad † 
 
Sunday, June 28 

7:30am  Cherie Jean  
   LePrevost † 

9:00am  People of the Parish  
11:00am Lawrence  
   Sinkiewicz † 
 
Monday, June 29 

8:30am  Russell Kantner †  
 
Tuesday, June 30 

8:30am   The Holy Souls in  
  Purgatory  
 
Wednesday, July 1 

8:30am  Georgette Fors † 
 
Thursday, July 2 

8:30am  Ralph Santoro † 
 
Friday, July 3 

8:30am  Mary and Jerry  
  Caputo † 
 
Saturday, July 4 

8:30am  Carole Krauss †  
4:00pm † 
 
Sunday, July 5 
7:30am  † 
9:00am  People of the Parish  
11:00am † 
 
 

Please sign up for Flocknote 
to receive the latest  

information. 

The Deacon’s Corner 

 
A Gentle Reminder for ALL of us… 
A visiting priest was attending a men’s breakfast in Ohio 
Farm Country. He asked one of the impressive older 
farmers in attendance, to say grace that morning. After 
all were seated, the older farmer began… 
 
“Lord, I hate buttermilk.” The priest opened one eye and 
wondered to himself where this was going. Then the farmer loudly pro-
claimed, “Lord, I hate lard.” Now the priest was overly worried. How-
ever, without missing a beat, the farmer prayed on, “and Lord, you 
know I don’t care much for raw white flour.” Just as the priest was 
ready to stand up and stop everything, the farmer continued. “But Lord, 
when you mix them all together and bake them up, I do love fresh bis-
cuits. So, Lord when things come up we don’t like or when life gets 
hard, and we just don’t understand what you’re saying to us, we just 
need to relax and wait, have faith and believe in you till you are done 
mixing, and probably it will be something’ even better and more satis-
fying than biscuits.” 
Amen. 
 
Remember adversity humbles us and reminds us of our depend-
ence on God and not on our own self-
reliance. 
 
God Bless, 
 

Deacon Tony 

Would you like to have a Mass 
offered for someone? We have 
Mass intentions available for 
this July! There are dates avail-
able throughout 2020 and the 
2021 Mass Intention Book is 
open. Please call the office at 
(727) 393-1288, email  
Mandy.Rose@StMat.org, or 
stop into the office. You can 
mail or drop off your $10 cash 
or check once we verify that 
your date is available.  

mailto:Mandy.Rose@StMat.org


www.stmat.org † Building a caring community that serves others. 

 
 

Stewardship of Treasure 
 

Parish Sacrificial Giving  
Summary 

In gratitude for the gifts we re-
ceived from God, we thank all Pa-
rishioners and visitors who made a 
joyful return to the Lord this week-
end. 

June 21, 2020 
 

Offertory  $  4,421.20 
Online Giving  $  2,716.50 
Total   $  7,137.70 
 
Debt Reduction $  2,716.50 
Online Giving  $     531.00 
   $  3,247.50 

 
Thank you for  

your generosity! 

 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Vincent de Paul 
 
In today’s Gospel hear Jesus tell us: “Whoever gives only a cup 
of cold water to one of these little ones to drink because the lit-
tle one is a disciple—Amen, I say to you, he will  surely not 
lose his reward.” 

 
This month, through your gifts, the Society of St. Vincent de 
Paul was able to help many families with food and utility 
bills. Thank you! 

Sign Up to Find Out... 
We Send a Flocknote Friday Newsletter and  

Emergency Updates 
Just text "STMAT" to 84576  

Click the confirmation link to complete your registration & 
select the groups you're interested in learning more about! 

People can still mail their enve-
lopes in or send checks via bill 
pay from your bank. The mail 
will be monitored and deposits 
will be made weekly. 
Thank you for supporting our 
parish. Thank you to everyone 
for patiently walking this current 
journey with us. 
Together in heart,  
St Matthew Parish Staff 

Attention St Matthew Parish Family! 
 

If you were recently laid off or had your hours reduced at work, 

we want to offer you and your family assistance during this diffi-

cult period. No need to worry if you will have enough money to 

pay your power bill and still have enough funds left over to buy 

groceries this week. Please call the parish office at 393-1288 and 

we will make arrangements for you to pick up food to restock 

your pantry.  We know many of you have supported other parish-

ioners throughout the years and now it is our turn to help each 

other. Please don’t allow you or your children to go hungry. We 

are here to help. Through the generosity of many our in-house 

food bank is here ready to offer assistance during these difficult 

times. 



 

Prayer for Protection 
from Hurricanes 

 

God, Our Father, Creator and 
Lord of the universe,  

you have set the earth on  
its foundation  

and all the elements of nature  
obey your command. 

We humbly beseech you to keep 
us safe from all dangers  
and calm the storm that  

threatens us. 
May we be secure in your  

loving protection  
and serve you always  
with grateful hearts.  

We ask this through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your Son,  

who lives and reigns with You  
And the Holy Spirit,  

One God, forever and ever.  
 

Amen. 

Prayer for Priests & Future Priests 
 

Eternal Father, We lift up to you these and all the priests of the 
world. Sanctify them, heal and guide them. Mold them into the 
likeness and holiness of your Son Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. 
May their lives be pleasing to you. In Jesus name, we pray. 
Amen. 
 

06/29 ♦ Rev. Richard Pilger, IC 

06/30 ♦ Rev. Justin Freeman, OdeM 

07/01 ♦ For Vocations to Priesthood & Religious Life 

07/02 ♦ Pope Francis 

07/03 ♦ Rev. Erwin Belgica 

07/04 ♦ Rev. Ralph D’Elia 

07/05 ♦ Rev. Jose Glen Diaz 

These are the names of the active priests and seminarians in 
our Diocese. Remember our Bishop has designated Wednes-

days as Diocesan Day of Prayer for Vocations. Please contin-
ue to pray that more young people will hear and answer 

God’s call to the Priesthood and Religious Life. 

June 28, 2020 

Pray for our Military 
 

We pray that God will pro-
tect and watch over those we 
love and care for as they 
bravely serve our country. By 
the intercession of the patron 
saints of soldiers, St. George 
and St. Joan of Arc; may they 
all return home safely. 

On June 9, 2020, Pope Francis announced that Monsignor David Toups, 
49, has been appointed a bishop and his first assignment will be bishop of 
the Diocese of Beaumont, Texas. He currently serves as Rector of the St. 
Vincent de Paul Regional Seminary in Boynton Beach, Florida, a position 
he’s held since 2012. 



 

Share Images from 
Faith at Home 

 
Take a selfie of how you 
are celebrating faith at 

home during the  
coronavirus. Use the 

hashtag 
#DOSPFaithAtHome or email  
pics to socialmedia@dosp.org.  

 
Are you viewing the Mass online, pray-
ing a rosary, reading about the saints,  

doing Catholic crafts? Show us how you 
are living #DOSPFaithAtHome.  

 
Please note that we must have release 

forms signed and on file with the  
Diocese or school for any photos of 

minors. 

M ARRIED COUPLES: 
Have a good marriage? 
Been spending a lot of 

time together lately but not really 
communicating? Want learn a 
new and exciting way to com-
municate with your spouse that 
will not only enkindle the ro-
mance of your love, but give you 
ways to deal head on with the 
problems that confront us all in 
daily married life? Join us for a 
Worldwide Marriage Encounter 
and discover a real path to joy and 
romance in your marriage. For 
information call the Application 
Couple at (813) 270-7832 or go 
on-line at http://www.wwme-
tampabay.org. Assuming the re-
strictions against gatherings are 
lifted, we tentatively plan to hold 
the next Worldwide Marriage En-
counter weekend in this area on 
July 24 to July 26 at the Francis-
can Center in Tampa. Space IS 
limited, so please apply early! 

Have a Happy and Safe 
4th of July Holiday! 

mailto:socialmedia@dosp.org
http://www.wwme-tampabay.org./
http://www.wwme-tampabay.org./


BAPTISM of INFANTS: 
The Sacrament of Baptism 
celebrates God’s love and 
initiates us into the com-
munity of believers called 

the Church. We are the Church, and 
each baptism we perform or witness is 
a sign of our faith in Christ’s power to 
renew the face of the earth. Baptisms 
are celebrated during the Mass. For 
Baptism preparation classes for par-
ents, contact the parish office: (727) 
393-1288. We recommend attending 
before the birth of your child.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: Call 
the office at any time in case of seri-
ous sickness. If you are hospitalized, 
the priest assigned to the hospital will 
administer the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: 
Call the office a minimum of six 
months in advance. Participation in 
Journey to Matrimony or Pre-Cana 
program is required. 

VOCATIONS:  
Contact Fr. Chuck Dornquast for 
more information at (727) 345-3452 
or  spvocation@dosp.org. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  
SOCIETY: Assistance to the needy. 
Calls are monitored and returned dai-
ly. Phone 592-1960. 

PROJECT HUNGER: On the third 
Sunday of every month, donations of 
food for our food pantry are collected. 

SACRAMENTS FOR ADULTS: 
R.C.I.A. is for adults and unbaptized 
teens wanting to be Catholic Chris-
tians. Please contact the office of 
Faith Formation at (727) 393-1288, 
ext. 204.  

WOMEN’S MINISTRY: Meet at 
7:00pm the third Tuesday of every 
month—August through May. New 
members are always welcome! 

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: The 
Knights of Columbus St. Mat-
thew Council #11226, extends 
an invitation to all Catholic 
men to join our council. The 

council meets the First Monday of the 
month. If you are interested in hearing 
more about the Knights of Columbus, 
please contact Thaddeus Freeman at 
727-394-2000. 

Parish Staff 
 

Clergy: 

Very Rev. Tom Anastasia, V.F.  

(ext. 205) 

Deacon Tony Quattrocki (ext. 203) 

Deacon.Tony@stmat.org 
 

Director of Evangelization and  

Mission: Phil Coit (ext. 204) 
Phil.Coit@StMat.org  

 

Coordinator of Faith Formation: 

Marissa Miranda (ext. 207) 
Marissa.Miranda@StMat.org  

 

Youth Ministries:  

Lisa Limberger (ext 206) 
Lisa.Limberger@StMat.org  

 

Music Ministry: Chantal Ward  
 

Office Manager:  

Mandy Rose (ext. 201) 
Mandy.Rose@StMat.org  

 

Maintenance Staff: 

Joe LaFrazia  

Don Koster 

myparishapp.com / Sacraments and Ministries 

CENTERING PRAYER: 
Centering Prayer is a form of silent 
contemplation practiced both as a part 
of a group and in our daily lives. We 
meet Wednesday evenings at 7:00pm 
for approximately one and a half 
hour. Please feel free to come join us. 
Call Judi Valori at 727-399-2306 or 
jvalori@tampabay.rr.com if you have 
any questions. 

SICK OR INCAPACITATED: 

Please contact the parish office if 
you, or a family member, would 
like to be included in our monthly 
prayer list. If you are unable to 
attend Mass, let us know if you 
would like to schedule a visit from 
an Eucharistic Minister. SACRAMENTS FOR TEENS: 

CONFIRMATION for baptized teens 

wanting to complete their Sacraments. 

Please contact Youth Ministry, Lisa 

Limberger at (727) 393-1288, ext. 206.  

SACRAMENTS FOR CHILDREN: 
First Communion and 
Reconciliation for baptized 

children ages 7 and old-

er. Please contact Maris-

sa Miranda at (727) 393-

1288, ext. 207.  

Consider becoming a  
member of  

St Matthew Parish. 
To register as a member: 
1. Online at www.stmat.org 

 
2. New Member Info Packets are 

in North & South Narthex or 
ask a Greeter to help you locate 
a packet. 
 

3. Come to the Parish Office, 
weekdays and fill out a form. 

As a convenience for our  
parishioners, we have a notary  
public available to you in the  

parish office.  
There is no charge for this service.  

Bulletin Advertisers Needed! 
Jenny Lusk from Diocesan (our bulletin publishing partner) is working to 
secure NEW ads for our bulletin. Advertising space is available. We are 
grateful that this crucial communication piece is provided to our parish at 
no cost THANKS to the generous advertising support of our parishioners 
and community-minded businesses. Please let us know if you can help by 
advertising in the bulletin. Advertising sponsors of our bulletin recognize 
the tremendous value of connecting with our church family, and we ask 
our parishioners to support our sponsors! If you’d like to advertise in the 
weekly bulletin, please contact Jenny thru the church office at 727-393-
1288 or you can email her at Jlusk@Diocesan.com. Thank you! 

mailto:Phil.Coit@StMat.org
mailto:Marissa.Miranda@StMat.org
mailto:Lisa.Limberger@StMat.org
mailto:Mandy.Rose@StMat.org
http://www.stmat.org
mailto:Jlusk@Diocesan.com

