
 

Pastor 
Rev. Jonathan Emery 

 
Deacons 

Deacon Tim Maloney 
Deacon Tony Quattrocki 

November 20, 2022 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 

Sunday:7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am 
 

Holy Days: Will be announced 
Monday - Saturday 8:30am 

Rosary: Monday - Saturday 8:00am 
 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturday 9am-10am  

or by appointment through 
the parish office. 

 
Adoration 

Saturday 9am-10:30am 
First Friday 9am –10am 

Saint Matthew Catholic Church 

Welcome! 
We welcome into our parish community all visitors,  

new members, old friends and those returning home to us. 

St. Matthew Catholic Church 
9111 90th Avenue 
Largo, FL 33777 

 
Phone (727) 393-1288  

Fax (727) 398-2683 
 

Website: www.stmat.org  
E-Mail: Info@stmat.org 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 9:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 9:30am-12:00pm 

Visit us at StMat.org 



COURAGEOUSLY Living the Gospel 

  

A Message from Fr. Jonathan 
  
      This Sunday is the Solemnity of Christ the King 
and Thursday is Thanksgiving.  These two important days 
usually fall back to back.  However, I had never thought of 
connecting the two days until this year.  Thanksgiving is a 
time of family and food in order to give thanks for our 
blessings.  Christ the King celebrates God’s dominion over 
existence.  To Americans, who were raised on stories of 
the eight long bloody years of war, rebelling against our 

last king in the late 1700s, words like “king” and “dominion” are 
generally seen as old, tyrannical, and things to be thankful are gone, not 
celebrated.  So why connect these two days? 
            Human language is incapable of properly describing 
God.  Actually, human minds and the ideas generated from them are 
incapable of properly comprehending God.  Like an amoeba in a glass of 
drinking water is completely incapable of comprehending the world it 
exists in.  It has no idea that the glass exists, never mind the human about 
to consume it, the complex network of human civilization outside, or the 
overall grandeur of the universe beyond.  Which is why our concepts in 
the mind and the words that come out of those ideas will never measure up 
to who God really is! 
            So instead we compare Him to what we do understand.  God is the 
very foundation of reality and as such has control over that reality.  The 
closest human comparison to this is a king, a hereditary ruler who has 
absolute control.  So we call Him “Christ the King,” but we often don’t 
think of all the ways that human kings have tainted that word.  The myriad 
of human weaknesses ranging from ineptitude to blood thirsty tyrants, and 
even modern royal scandals which seem to center around being out of 
touch with reality and living a rock star lifestyle on the public dime.   God 
doesn’t have any of these weaknesses. 

God is what we want from a leader, He is what a king should 
be.  He can shape reality according to His will, and His will has set down 
several laws of nature to bring order into the chaos.  He designed us in a 
beautiful way to love and then set us free to choose if we would love or 
not.  He could have restricted us like robots.  He could have our guardian 
angels beat us into submission.  Instead He is working on building a 
kingdom of love in the hearts of His people.  In this way, His people are 
set free.  When God’s love is the center of our lives, our own weaknesses 
diminish.  We are no longer enslaved by our desires, but are free to live 
healthy lives chosen by our own hearts.  God’s instructions lead us to a 
well formed heart and once the heart is healed and focused on God, we 
humans can rise above our weaknesses. 

We have a King who is patient, loving, and kind.  He gives us the 
space to learn and grow rather than dictating every decision.  He rules by 
the heart instead of by the fist.  I am thankful for Christ the King! 
 

God bless you, 
~ Fr. Jonathan 

 
Readings for the Week of  

November 20, 2022 
 
 

Sunday 
The Solemnity of Our Lord 
Jesus Christ, King of the 
Universe 
2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5; 
Col 1:12-20; Lk 23:35-43 
 
Monday 
Memorial of The Presentation of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Rv 14:1-3, 4b-5; Ps 24:1bc-2, 3-
4ab, 5-6; Lk 21:1-4 
 
Tuesday 
Memorial of Saint Cecilia, 
Virgin and Martyr 
Rv 14:14-19; Ps 96:10, 11-12, 13; 
Lk 21:5-11 
 
Wednesday 
Memorial of Saint Clement I, 
Pope and Martyr 
Rv 15:1-4; Ps 98:1, 2-3ab, 7-8, 9; 
Lk 21:12-19 
 
Thursday 
Memorial of Saint Andrew Dung
-Lac, Priest, and Companions, 
Martyrs 
Rv 18:1-2, 21-23; Ps 19:1-3,9a; Ps 
100:1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Lk 21:20-28 
 
Friday 
Memorial of Saint Catherine of 
Alexandria, Virgin and Martyr 
Rv 20:1-4, 11-21:2; Ps 84:3, 4, 5-
6a & 8a; Lk 21:29-33 
 
Saturday 
Rv 22:1-7; Ps 95:1-2, 3-5, 6-7ab; 
Lk 21:34-36 
 
Sunday 
First Sunday of Advent 
Is 2:1-5; Ps 122:1-2, 3-4, 4-5, 6-7, 
8-9; Rom 13:11-14; Mt 24:37-44 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe 

Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday,  November 19 

4:00pm Thomas Daniels + 

Sunday, November 20 

7:30am Helen Mueller +  

9:00am People of the Parish 

11:00am Bill & Teresa Miller + 

Monday, November 21 

8:30am Mary Lou Spagna + 
 
Tuesday, November  22 
8:30am Ingrid Pinghe + 
 
Wednesday, November 23 
8:30am Matthew Sherwood + 

Thursday, November 24 

9:00am  People of the Parish 

 
Friday, November 25 

8:30am  Rosie Streifle + 
 
Saturday,  November 26 
8:30am  John Santoro + 
4:00pm  Florence Boc + 

Sunday, November 27 

7:30am Joan Miritello + 

9:00am Rosie Streifle + 

11:00am People of the Parish 

 

The Deacon’s Corner 

   

 Nest Sunday will be the start of a new 

liturgical year. Our church colors will change from 

green to purple and we will have on display our Advent candle. This 

is the official start of preparing for the coming for the birth of the 

Christ child. As we begin Advent, we light one candle each week to 

remove the darkness in our lives and in the world. This Advent 

prayer should be a symbol of our wanting, our longing, our hope 

and our  desire to welcome the birth of Jesus and allowing Him into 

our hearts. I hope that we all have been preparing our hearts and 

minds to receive Christ into our lives throughout the entire year.     

That is what “Ordinary Time” or what I call “Discipleship Time” is 

all about. Trying to walk closer with Jesus, one day at a time. Please 

don’t let the weeks of Advent pass you by without taking time to 

focus on why Jesus came into the world in the first place. Don’t get 

caught up in all the commercial trappings of this season. Remember 

that Jesus is the reason for this season. He came because He 

loves each and every one of us and He alone saves us from sin and 

death. We can’t completely grasp that, can’t truly understand that but 

that is the greatest gift we will ever receive. Let us prepare to 

experience His coming now, in our everyday lives. Open your mind 

and heart and allow him to enter and be your Lord and Savior. 

Follow Him and allow Him to light your way to show your life has 

meaning and purpose. If you allow the Spirit of Jesus into your life, I 

assure you that you will be overcome with gratitude. You will 

joyfully be looking forward with anticipation and desire to 

welcoming your newborn King into your life! Start and end each day 

with this simple prayer…Come, Lord Jesus! Come and visit me. I 

await your coming. I desire to receive you into my life. AMEN 

 

Wishing you Peace and Happiness, 

Deacon Tony                                              

Next week is Advent! You can 
get your Advent candles at 
our Gift Nook in the south 

vestibule. 

Office Closed for Thanksgiving 
 

The office will be closed Thursday, November 24th for Thanksgiving and 
Friday, November 25th. We will reopen on Monday, November 28th at 
9:30am. 
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Building a caring community that serves others.

Parish Weekly Giving 
Summary

Thank you for your generosity! 
We appreciate your gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure.

November 13, 2022

Offertory $5808.00

Online Giving $4790.69

TOTAL $10,598.69

Online Giving: Visit 
www.stmat.org/donate or 
scan the QR code below for 

online giving. It’s simple and 
convenient!

St. Joseph Pilgrim Icon Prayer Service

The Knights of Columbus invite you to a special prayer service honoring 
St. Joseph Monday, November 21 at 7pm in the Church. The service 
includes a beautiful St. Joseph Icon that has travelled the country in 
order to honor the man who God chose to protect, defend and raise the 
most precious of his gifts to humanity - his son. The liturgy of the word 
prayer service is dedicated to the patron of the universal Church and will 
be led by Deacon Tony including readings, teaching on St. Joseph, a 
Litany to the saint and beautiful prayer. 

Catholic Ministry
Appeal 

Weekly Update

Thanks to those who have  turned 
in their Commitment Envelopes 
and donations, we are over our 

goal! Your stewardship supports 
the many ministries of the Diocese 

of  St. Petersburg. 

Goal: $83,051.00 
Pledges: $101,679.25
Donations: $98,574.25
# of Families: 700
# of Pledges: 266
Avg. Pledge: $382.25 Thanksgiving Day Mass

Start Thanksgiving Day with Mass at 9am. What a wonderful way to give 
thanks to God for the many blessings in our lives! 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



StMat.org

Jesse Tree Ornaments

The St. Vincent de Paul Society’s Jesse Tree will be up in front of the 
church starting the weekend of November 19th and 20th. Angel ornaments 
with gift requests will be available after all masses at the entrances of the 
church. Please help us make Christmas much happier for children that 
would otherwise do without. Stop by, pick up an ornament and find out 
how we can help these families. Deadline for returning wrapped gifts is 
Dec. 5th. Thank you in advance for your generosity from your St. Vincent 
de Paul Team Members here at St. Matthew Church.

Prayer for Priests & 
Future Priests

Eternal Father, We lift up to 
you these and all the priests of 
the world. Sanctify them, heal 

and guide them. Mold them into 
the likeness and holiness of 
your Son Jesus, the Eternal 

High Priest. May their lives be 
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, 

we pray. Amen.

11/20 • Rev. Justin Paskert ~ 
11/21 • For all the priests in the 

world~
11/22 • Rev. Paul Pecchie ~ 
11/23 • For Vocations to the 

Priesthood & Religious Life ~  
11/24 • Rev. Vijaya 

Polamarasetty ~ 
11/25 • Rev. James Ruhlin ~ 

11/26• Rev. Kyle Smith ~

Youth Ministry Christmas Market

Stop by one of our tables to shop for the perfect gift or for something 
special for yourself! The Youth Ministry will have beautiful custom 
rosaries, Christmas candles, ornaments and more unique items to choose 
from. Support our youth while doing your Christmas shopping!

Wednesday Night Oasis

Wednesday Oasis returns for 
Advent from 6-8pm. It’s an 
opportunity to come for Adoration 
of the Blessed Sacrament, the 
Sacrament or Reconciliation, and 
time for private conversations 
with Fr. Jonathan about prayer. 
The first Oasis is Wednesday, 
November 30th and the last one is 
Wednesday, December 21st. 
Come for one or come visit Jesus 
every week of Advent.
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Pray for Peace 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Today as we celebrate Christ the King, may we open the door of our 
heart so wide that we may listen to the voice of Jesus calling us to  

help build his kingdom here on earth. 
 

In the month of November, through your gifts, the  
Society of St. Vincent de Paul was able to  

help build the kingdom of God by assisting  
many families with food, utility and spiritual help.  

Thank You! 

GriefShare Meetings 
 

GriefShare is a 13 session 
program, and you may join at any 

time. GriefShare at St. Matthew 
Catholic Church began a new 
cycle on Wednesday, October 12. 
Meetings are held in Trinity Hall, 
9:30am to 11:30am.   
 GriefShare is a faith-based 
program to provide education, 
support, and hope after the loss of 
a spouse, family member or loved 
one. There is no fee, although a 
free will donation would be 
gratefully accepted to help offset 
the cost of materials. All are 
welcome!   
Please register with Dr. Lori 
Puterbaugh at 
drloriputerbaugh@earthlink.net 
Do you know someone who could 
benefit from GriefShare?  Please 
invite them to join us, and, if 
possible, come with them to 
provide support the first time. It 
can be very difficult to go to a 
grief support group. Thank you! 

2023 Tampa Bay  
Men’s Conference 

 
 Save the date! The 13th annual 
Tampa Bay Men’s Conference is 
scheduled for Saturday, February 
25, 2023, in Higgins Hall, at St. 
Lawrence Catholic Church, 
Tampa.   
Registration information for the 
Conference may be found on the 
following website: http://
suncoastcatholicministries.com/. 
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BAPTISM of INFANTS: 
The Sacrament of Baptism 
celebrates God’s love and 
initiates us into the com-
munity of believers called 

the Church. We are the Church, and 
each baptism we perform or witness is 
a sign of our faith in Christ’s power to 
renew the face of the earth. Baptisms 
are usually celebrated during the 
Mass. For Baptism preparation classes 
for parents, contact the parish office: 
(727) 393-1288. We recommend at-
tending before the birth of your child.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 
Call the office at any time in case of 
serious sickness. If you are 
hospitalized, the priest assigned to the 
hospital will administer the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: 
Call the office a minimum of six 
months in advance. Participation in 
the Journey to Matrimony program is 
required. 

VOCATIONS:  
Contact Fr. Chuck Dornquast for 
more information at (727) 345-3452 
or  spvocation@dosp.org. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  
SOCIETY: Assistance to the needy. 
Calls are monitored and returned 
daily. Phone  727-592-1960. 

PROJECT HUNGER: Bring your  
non-perishable food item donations 
for the interfaith food pantry we help. 

SACRAMENTS FOR ADULTS: 
R.C.I.A. is for  adults and unbap-
tized teens wanting to be Catholic 
Christians. Please contact Lisa Lim-
berger at (727) 393-1288 ext. 204. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY:  
Meets at 6:30pm the third Tuesday of 
every month September through May. 
We welcome new members!  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: The 
Knights of Columbus St. Mat-
thew Council #11226, extends 
an invitation to all Catholic 
men to join our council. The 

council meets the First Tuesday of the 
month. If you are interested in hearing 
more about the Knights of Columbus, 
please contact Ben Kristoff at 727-
218-7729. 

Parish Staff 
 

Clergy: 

Rev. Jonathan Emery (ext. 205) 
FrJonathan@StMat.org  

 

Deacon Tony Quattrocki (ext. 203) 

Deacon.Tony@stmat.org  
 

 

Coordinator of Faith Formation: 

Marissa Miranda (ext. 207) 
Marissa.Miranda@StMat.org  

 

Youth & Family Ministry:  

Lisa Limberger  (ext. 204) 
Lisa.Limberger@StMat.org  

 

Music Ministry: Chantal Ward  
 

Office Manager:  

Mandy Rose (ext. 201) 
Mandy.Rose@StMat.org  

 

Bookkeeper: 

Bill Slatic 
 bookkeeper@stmat.org  

Maintenance Staff: 
Joe LaFrazia  

Ged Roman 

Sacraments and Ministries 

CENTERING PRAYER: 
Centering Prayer is a form of silent 
contemplation practiced both as a part 
of a group and in our daily lives. We 
meet in the church for silent prayer 
and a short video. We meet on 
Tuesdays at 6:30pm. Please feel free 
to come join us. Contact Judi Valori 
through the parish office if you have 
any questions.  

SICK OR INCAPACITATED: 

Please contact the parish office if 
you, or a family member, would 
like to be included in our weekly 
prayer list. If you are unable to 
attend Mass, let us know if you 
would like to schedule a visit from 
a Eucharistic Minister. SACRAMENTS FOR TEENS: 

CONFIRMATION for baptized teens 

wanting to receive this Sacrament. Please 

contact Youth Ministry, Lisa Limberger 

at (727) 393-1288 ext. 204.  

SACRAMENTS FOR CHILDREN: 
First Communion and 
Reconciliation for bap-

tized children ages 7 and 

older. Please contact 

Marissa Miranda at (727) 

393-1288, ext. 207.  

Have You Registered as a 
Member of St. Matthew? 

 
To register as a member: 
 
1. Online at www.stmat.org 

2. New Member Info Packets are 
by the exits of the church. 

3. Come to the Parish Office, 
weekdays and fill out a form. 

4. Call the parish office at  
(727) 393-1288 to register. 

As a convenience for our  
parishioners, we have a free notary  

public available to you in the  
parish office.  

Dr. Lori Puterbaugh Counseling 
Dr. Lori Puterbaugh, Licensed Mental Health Counselor and Licensed 
Marriage and Family Therapist, is available for individual, couple and 
family counseling on a sliding scale fee basis at Espiritu Santo Catholic 
Church Mondays and Tuesdays, and at St. Matthew Catholic Church 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Dr. Lori has been in private practice since 
1999 and commissioned by the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute of our 
diocese. Her background includes Catholic school counseling, and work 
with several Diocesan ministries. Specialty areas are anxiety, depression, 
grief, parenting, marriage/relationship, life stage/phase issues and stress. 
To set an appointment, please call 727-559-0863.  
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HEALTH AND REHABILITATION CENTER
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