
 

Pastor 
Rev. Jonathan Emery 

 
Deacons 

Deacon Tim Maloney 
Deacon Tony Quattrocki 

December 11, 2022 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 

Sunday:7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am 
 

Holy Days: Will be announced 
Monday - Saturday 8:30am 

Rosary: Monday - Saturday 8:00am 
 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturday 9am-10am  

or by appointment through 
the parish office. 

 
Adoration 

Saturday 9am-10:30am 
First Friday 9am –10am 

Saint Matthew Catholic Church 

Welcome! 
We welcome into our parish community all visitors,  

new members, old friends and those returning home to us. 

St. Matthew Catholic Church 
9111 90th Avenue 
Largo, FL 33777 

 
Phone (727) 393-1288  

Fax (727) 398-2683 
 

Website: www.stmat.org  
E-Mail: Info@stmat.org 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 9:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 9:30am-12:00pm 

We now offer religious education for Pre-K (ages 3-5) 
Register at bit.ly/PreKCFF  

Sundays 9:30am-10:45am in the Religious Ed Office 



COURAGEOUSLY Living the Gospel 

  

A Message from Fr. Jonathan 
  
This year is the longest version of Advent we can get.  The 
length of Advent is based on the location of Christmas 
during the week.  When Christmas falls on a Sunday, we 

have four full weeks of Advent.  When Christmas falls on a 
Monday, the fourth week of Advent is only a few hours 
long.  

 All that being said, I can’t believe that it is already 
the third Sunday of Advent!  We are now half way through 

Advent and have reached the pink candle.  This is known as “Gaudete” 
Sunday, because “Gaudete” is the 2nd person imperative of the Latin word 

for “Rejoice”.  It is the Church emphatically saying to each one of 
us…”You there, REJOICE!” 
 Watching the news the past few years can definitely make you 

want to respond to this with: “What is there to rejoice about?”.  However, 
THAT is exactly why we are rejoicing!  The first Advent of Jesus saw 
Him entering a world ruled by chaos and passion.  The world was so 

chaotic that there wasn’t much hope in understanding it, so why bother 
with science and medicine.  The passions ran in excess causing wars and 
inequality.  His home was under foreign occupation and slavery was so 

rampant it was seen as a normal and obvious thing.  The people weren’t 
rejoicing because of how great there lives were before the Messiah, they 
are rejoicing because the Messiah is finally coming to free them! 

 We may be tempted to respond with: “Well, that’s all fine and 
good for people 2,000 years ago, but I was baptized as a child, I have 
always been Christian and I have the same problems that they 

did!”  However, Jesus never said he would take our problems 
away.  Actually, He promises that we will have to suffer, but He will be 
with us through it and will free us from sin and death.  We rejoice for two 

reasons…first, because we remember His first Advent into the world and 
how it dramatically altered the world for the better; and second, because 
we need to recommit ourselves to His second Advent as He brings the 

Law of Love to our hearts! 
 The King is almost here!  You there, Rejoice! 
 

God bless you, 
~ Fr. Jonathan 

 
Readings for the Week of  

December 11, 2022 
 
 

Sunday 
Third Sunday of Advent 
Is 35:1-6a, 10; Ps 146:6-7, 8-9, 9-
10; Jas 5:7-10; Mt 11:2-11 
 
Monday 
Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Zec 2:14-17; Judith 13:18bcde, 19; 
Lk 1:26-38 
 
Tuesday 
Memorial of Saint Lucy, Virgin 
and Martyr 
Zep 3:1-2,9-13; Ps 34:2-3, 6-7, 17-
18, 19, 23; Mt 21:28-32 
 
Wednesday 
Memorial of Saint John of the 
Cross, Priest and Doctor of the 
Church 
Is 45:6c-8, 18, 21c-25; Ps 85:9ab 
& 10, 11-12, 13-14; Lk 7:18b-23 
 
Thursday 
Is 54:1-10; Ps 30:2 & 4, 5-6, 11-
12a & 13b; Lk 7:24-30 
 
Friday 
Is 56:1-3a, 6-8; Ps 67:2-3, 5, 7-8; 
Jn 5:33-36 
 
Saturday 
Gn 49:2, 8-10; Ps 72:1-2, 3-4ab, 7-
8, 17; Mt 1:1-17 
 
Sunday 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
Is 7:10-14; Ps 24:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; 
Rom 1:1-7; Mt 1:18-24 Pre-K (3-5) Class Now Available!  

 
We are now offering religious education for Pre-K (ages 3-5) on Sundays 
from 9:30am to 10:45am in the Religious Education Office. Please 
register at bit.ly/PreKCFF  
Older siblings in grades K-5 can still register for Children’s Faith 
Formation classes, which are also on Sundays at 9:30am at bit.ly/
PreKCFF and siblings in grades 6-12 can attend Youth Ministry on 
Sundays at 9:15am and register in-person. No classes Christmas Day and 
New Years Day.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Third Sunday in Advent 

Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday, December 10 

4:00pm Liv. & Dec. People of
 St. Matthew 
 
Sunday, December 11 
7:30am People of the Parish 
9:00am Jose & Grace Caringal+ 
11:00am Brian Kilbane +  

Monday, December 12 

8:30am Rosie Streifel + 
 
Tuesday, December 13 
8:30am Bess Gonzalez + 
 
Wednesday, December 14 
8:30am John Dudinsky + 
 
Thursday, December 15 
8:30am  Tom Todd + 
 
Friday, December 16 
8:30am  Betty Safransky + 
 
Saturday, December 17 
8:30am  Constance Ritch + 
4:00pm  Fr. Terry Fleming + 

Sunday, December 18 

7:30am Ayana Dagsisa 

9:00am People of the Parish 

11:00am Paul Knupke, Jr. + 

 

The Deacon’s Corner 

 
          Only 14 days until Christmas. Many of you will be 
taking time off from work or visiting family over the 
Holidays. We all know that this is a very busy and 
stressful time of year and sometimes we react negatively under the 
pressures of the season. Probably the most holiday stress is when we try to 
find the “perfect gift” for someone special. We can drive ourselves crazy 
and many times, we focus in all the wrong areas and reasons to give a gift 
to someone in the first place. We sometimes focus on the false notion that 
for a gift to be special we must spend a lot of money. In all actuality, the 
most precious gift we can give someone we love and care about are the 
gifts that come from our heart.  Mary gave the gift of herself to be the 
mother of Jesus. Joseph surrendered his pride and gave himself to be the 
husband of Mary. Jesus gave the gift of Himself and became the Saving 
Christ Child for each of us. We too, are called upon to give of our very 
selves to those that need our love and support. Therefore, this Holiday 
season besides giving your store bought presents to your loved ones, 
review the list below and make a sincere effort (pray) to share these gifts 
that you already posses with those in need this holiday season. 
Priceless gifts from your heart you should give freely all year long.   
 
THE GIFT OF LISTENING - No interrupting, no daydreaming, no 
planning your responses. Just listen.  
 
THE GIFT OF AFFECTION - Be generous with appropriate hugs, 
kisses, pats on the back, and handholding.    
                                                                                                                                                  
THE GIFT OF LAUGHTER - Share articles, positive news, funny 
stories, and cartoons to tell someone, 'I love to laugh with you.'  
 
THE GIFT OF A COMPLIMENT - A simple and sincere 'You look 
great in red,' 'You did a super job,' or 'that was a wonderful meal' can make 
someone's day.  
 
THE GIFT OF SOLITUDE - Be sensitive to the times when others want 
nothing more than to be left alone.  
 
THE GIFT OF A CHEERFUL DISPOSITION - The easiest way to feel 
good is to extend a kind word to someone, even if it's just saying hello or 
thank you.  
 
THE GIFT OF FRIENDSHIP - Without friend’s life would hardly be 
worth living, let your friends know just how much they mean to you today.  
 
THE GIFT OF YOUR SMILE - A simple smile breaks all the barriers of 
language and culture. Smile and the world smiles with you!  
 
Peace,    

Deacon Tony                                              

We have low-gluten hosts 
available.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Building a caring community that serves others.

Parish Weekly Giving 
Summary

Thank you for your generosity! 
We appreciate your gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure.

Offertory $6361.85

Online Giving $5789.80

TOTAL $12,151.65

Online Giving: Visit 
www.stmat.org/donate or 
scan the QR code below for 

online giving. It’s simple and 
convenient!

Catholic Ministry
Appeal 

Weekly Update

Thanks to those who have  turned 
in their Commitment Envelopes 
and donations, we are over our 

goal! Your stewardship supports 
the many ministries of the Diocese 

of  St. Petersburg. 

Goal: $83,051.00 
Pledges: $103,039.25
Donations: $101,290.25
# of Families: 700
# of Pledges: 269
Avg. Pledge: $383.05

Advent at a Glance

Christmas Pageant: Next Saturday, December 17th, 5:30pm outside in 
the POD yard area. Followed by soup & cookies. Bring a chair!

Crèche Walk: Next Sunday, December  18th. Stop by anytime between 
4pm and 7pm to view the display of Nativity Scenes outside on the Annex 
grounds. Call Lisa Limberger at 801-706-3485 to inquire about displaying 
your unique crèche.

Christmas Caroling: Next Sunday, December 18th. Please join us for 
Christmas Caroling around the neighborhood. We will meet at 4:45pm in 
the church parking lot closest to the Annex (East side). Song sheets and 
PDFs will be available. Bring battery powered candles for atmosphere and 
flashlights for walking, as the sun sets earlier this time of year. There will 
be cookies and hot chocolate after singing for an hour. Come early to 
enjoy the Crèche Walk!  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



StMat.org

Wednesday Oasis

Wednesday Oasis returns for Advent from 6-8pm. It’s an opportunity to 
come for Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, the Sacrament or 
Reconciliation, and time for private conversations with Fr. Jonathan about 
prayer. Come for one or come visit our Lord every week of Advent. You 
can stop by for a brief visit or stay the entire time. The last Oasis will be 
December 21st.

Christmas Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve: 4pm, 8pm, 10pm
Christmas Day: 10am 

We will not have a regular Sunday Mass Schedule on Christmas Day. 
The only Mass will be at 10am.

Bambinelli Weekend

Bring the baby Jesus from your 
Nativity set to Mass for a special 
blessing the weekend of 
December 10th and 11th.

Help Aging Religious

Senior sisters, brothers, and 
religious order priests have 
devoted their lives to prayer, 
service, and works of mercy. 
Most ministered for little or no 
pay. Today, their religious 
communities do not have 
enough retirement savings. 
Your gift to today’s Retirement 
Fund for Religious collection 
helps to provide for their needs. 
If you bring a donation next 
week, please put it in a marked 
envelope: Religious Retirement.

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Pray for Peace 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

In today’s Gospel Jesus tells us that the good news can be seen, 
touched felt and heard through the lives of God’s people. We are now 

charged to take up the ministry of Jesus, but we can’t just ask people to 
take our word for it; our actions must speak for us.  

 
You made Christmas a time of love and gift giving to the poor by 

your participation in our Jesse Tree program.  Thank you for 
helping us provide a wonderful Christmas for our needy families 

and their children.  This was an excellent opportunity to share the 
good news of Jesus.  We can assure you from past years that the 

love you displayed will bring tears of joy and appreciation.   
Thank you for your support! 

Prayer for Priests & 
Future Priests 

 
 Eternal Father, We lift up to 
you these and all the priests of 
the world. Sanctify them, heal 

and guide them. Mold them into 
the likeness and holiness of 
your Son Jesus, the Eternal 

High Priest. May their lives be 
pleasing to you. In Jesus name, 

we pray. Amen. 
 

12/11• Rev. Joshua Hare ~ 
12/12 • Rev. Daniel Kayajan ~ 

12/13 • Caleb Malek, 
Seminarian ~  

12/14 • For Vocations to the 
Priesthood & Religious Life ~  

12/15• Rev. Joel Kovanis ~  
12/16 • Msgr. Michael Muhr ~  

12/17•  ~ Rev. Francis 
Mutesaastira ~ 

2023 Tampa Bay  
Men’s Conference 

 
 Save the date! The 13th annual 
Tampa Bay Men’s Conference is 
scheduled for Saturday, February 
25, 2023, in Higgins Hall, at St. 
Lawrence Catholic Church, 
Tampa. It will feature Bishop 
David L. Toups and Fr. Dwight  
Longenecker.  
Registration information for the 
Conference may be found on the 
following website: http://
suncoastcatholicministries.com/. 

Give the Gift of Life 
 

There are some gifts even Santa can’t bring!  Please share your gift of life 
by donating blood between 8 am and 1 pm next Sunday, December 18 on 
the Big Red Bus in front of our St. Matthew church.  If you are 16 years 
of age or older, weigh at least 110 pounds and are healthy, you can make 
your appointment today at the main church entrance.   Patients and their 
families will be grateful for the second chances your lifesaving donation 
will provide this holiday season and you will enjoy thank-you gifts of a 
$20 eGift card and a plush OneBlood blanket!    For more information, 
please call Dan Eberts at 393-0805. 

Christmas Flowers 
 

Envelopes for your Christmas Flower 
Intentions are located by each exit or you can 
stop by the parish office during the week. 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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BAPTISM of INFANTS: 
The Sacrament of Baptism 
celebrates God’s love and 
initiates us into the com-
munity of believers called 

the Church. We are the Church, and 
each baptism we perform or witness is 
a sign of our faith in Christ’s power to 
renew the face of the earth. Baptisms 
are usually celebrated during the 
Mass. For Baptism preparation classes 
for parents, contact the parish office: 
(727) 393-1288. We recommend at-
tending before the birth of your child.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 
Call the office at any time in case of 
serious sickness. If you are 
hospitalized, the priest assigned to the 
hospital will administer the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: 
Call the office a minimum of six 
months in advance. Participation in 
the Journey to Matrimony program is 
required. 

VOCATIONS:  
Contact Fr. Chuck Dornquast for 
more information at (727) 345-3452 
or  spvocation@dosp.org. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  
SOCIETY: Assistance to the needy. 
Calls are monitored and returned 
daily. Phone  727-592-1960. 

PROJECT HUNGER: Bring your  
non-perishable food item donations 
for the interfaith food pantry we help. 

SACRAMENTS FOR ADULTS: 
R.C.I.A. is for  adults and unbap-
tized teens wanting to be Catholic 
Christians. Please contact Lisa Lim-
berger at (727) 393-1288 ext. 204. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY:  
Meets at 6:30pm the third Tuesday of 
every month September through May. 
We welcome new members!  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: The 
Knights of Columbus St. Mat-
thew Council #11226, extends 
an invitation to all Catholic 
men to join our council. The 

council meets the First Tuesday of the 
month. If you are interested in hearing 
more about the Knights of Columbus, 
please contact Ben Kristoff at 727-
218-7729. 

Parish Staff 
 

Clergy: 

Rev. Jonathan Emery (ext. 205) 
FrJonathan@StMat.org  

 

Deacon Tony Quattrocki (ext. 203) 

Deacon.Tony@stmat.org  
 

 

Coordinator of Faith Formation: 

Marissa Miranda (ext. 207) 
Marissa.Miranda@StMat.org  

 

Youth & Family Ministry:  

Lisa Limberger  (ext. 204) 
Lisa.Limberger@StMat.org  

 

Music Ministry: Chantal Ward  
 

Office Manager:  

Mandy Rose (ext. 201) 
Mandy.Rose@StMat.org  

 

Bookkeeper: 

Bill Slatic 
 bookkeeper@stmat.org  

Maintenance Staff: 
Joe LaFrazia  

Ged Roman 

Sacraments and Ministries 

CENTERING PRAYER: 
Centering Prayer is a form of silent 
contemplation practiced both as a part 
of a group and in our daily lives. We 
meet in the church for silent prayer 
and a short video. We meet on 
Tuesdays at 6:30pm. Please feel free 
to come join us. Contact Judi Valori 
through the parish office if you have 
any questions.  

SICK OR INCAPACITATED: 

Please contact the parish office if 
you, or a family member, would 
like to be included in our weekly 
prayer list. If you are unable to 
attend Mass, let us know if you 
would like to schedule a visit from 
a Eucharistic Minister. SACRAMENTS FOR TEENS: 

CONFIRMATION for baptized teens 

wanting to receive this Sacrament. Please 

contact Youth Ministry, Lisa Limberger 

at (727) 393-1288 ext. 204.  

SACRAMENTS FOR CHILDREN: 
First Communion and 
Reconciliation for bap-

tized children ages 7 and 

older. Please contact 

Marissa Miranda at (727) 

393-1288, ext. 207.  

Have You Registered as a 
Member of St. Matthew? 

 
To register as a member: 
 
1. Online at www.stmat.org 

2. New Member Info Packets are 
by the exits of the church. 

3. Come to the Parish Office, 
weekdays and fill out a form. 

4. Call the parish office at  
(727) 393-1288 to register. 

As a convenience for our  
parishioners, we have a free notary  

public available to you in the  
parish office.  

Dr. Lori Puterbaugh Counseling 
Dr. Lori Puterbaugh, Licensed Mental Health Counselor and Licensed 
Marriage and Family Therapist, is available for individual, couple and 
family counseling on a sliding scale fee basis at Espiritu Santo Catholic 
Church Mondays and Tuesdays, and at St. Matthew Catholic Church 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Dr. Lori has been in private practice since 
1999 and commissioned by the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute of our 
diocese. Her background includes Catholic school counseling, and work 
with several Diocesan ministries. Specialty areas are anxiety, depression, 
grief, parenting, marriage/relationship, life stage/phase issues and stress. 
To set an appointment, please call 727-559-0863.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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HEALTH AND REHABILITATION CENTER
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