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February 19, 2023 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 

Sunday:7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am 
 

Holy Days: Will be announced 
Monday - Saturday 8:30am 

Rosary: Monday - Saturday 8:00am 
 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturday 9am-10am  

or by appointment through 
the parish office. 

 
Adoration 

Saturday 9am-10:30am 
First Friday 9am –10am 

Saint Matthew Catholic Church 

Welcome! 
We welcome into our parish community all visitors,  

new members, old friends and those returning home to us. 

St. Matthew Catholic Church 
9111 90th Avenue 
Largo, FL 33777 

 
Phone (727) 393-1288  

Fax (727) 398-2683 
 

Website: www.stmat.org  
E-Mail: Info@stmat.org 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 9:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 9:30am-12:00pm 

Ash Wednesday, February 22nd 
Prayer Service with ashes at 7am & noon 
Mass with ashes at 8:30am, 4pm, & 7pm 



COURAGEOUSLY Living the Gospel 

  

A Message from Fr. Jonathan 
 
 You will often see parishes listed as “Roman 
Catholic” rather than just “Catholic”, that is because the 
Catholic Church has several liturgical tradition.  A vast 

majority of Catholics are within the Roman or “Latin 
Rite” tradition.  However, there are several other Catholic 

Rites that include Byzantine, Alexandrian, Syriac, Armenian, Maronite, 

and Chaldean.  (These Rites often have “Orthodox” equivalents, which 
confuses people, so they aren’t talked about much). 
 Today, the place of Latin in the liturgy almost seems like a 
political issue.  I’ve heard people (claiming to be Catholic) spout ideas 

ranging from “the only true liturgy is one said in Latin” to “Latin is the 
stifling of true liturgy” and everything in between.  As usual, the extremes 
are both wrong.  The Second Vatican Council, in Sacrosanctum 

Concilium (The Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy) had this to say about 
Latin in the Liturgy (#54): “A suitable place may be allotted to the 

vernacular (for us, this would be English) in Masses which are celebrated 
with the people, especially in the readings and “the common prayer”…
Nevertheless care must be taken to ensure that the faithful may also be 

able to say or sing together in Latin those parts of the Ordinary of the 
Mass which pertain to them.” 
 Latin was used as the primary language of academics for nearly 

two millennium.  During that time, saints wrote theological tomes, great 
poetry, and hymns in Latin that carry with them the depth of knowledge 
and love of the Lord that only a true saint can instill in writing.  For those 

two thousand years, billions of Catholics worshiped the Lord and offered 
the sacrifice of the Mass in this language.  The Holy Spirit used Latin as a 
verbal embodiment of the petition of Christ in John 17:22; “And I have 
given them the glory you gave me, so that they may be one, as we are 

one.” 
 Latin isn’t a magical language or an antiquated historical oddity, 
Latin IS YOUR HERITAGE!  The Church chose Latin under the guidance 

of the Holy Spirit to be its UNIFYING language.  Are we going to go 
back to the days where the entire liturgy is celebrated in Latin?  No!  We 
need to UNDERSTAND the Word of God, which is why Vatican II 

opened the way for each nationality to use their common 
language.  However, the complete removal of Latin from our liturgies is a 
betrayal of our heritage, of the spirit of Vatican II, and of the Holy Spirit 

Himself.   
 The American Church removed Latin from our liturgy because of 
poor education and laziness.  Now we must reclaim our heritage and this 

sign of unity within the world.  Which is why we will be using the Latin 
Mass parts during Lent.  It’ll be a little shaky at first, but over time we will 
be able to lift our voices to the Lord using the EXACT same words as 

people in Rome, Poland, Zimbabwe, Vietnam, Columbia,(across space) 
and as St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Theresa of Avila, and St. John Paul II 
(across time). 
 

 
Readings for the Week of  

February 19, 2023 
 
 
Sunday 
Seventh Sunday in Ordinary 
Time 
Lv 19:1-2, 17-18; Ps 103:1-2, 3-4, 
8, 10, 12-13; 1 Cor 3:16-23; Mt 
5:38-48 
 
Monday 
Sir 1:1-10; Ps 93:1ab, 1cd-2, 5; 
Mk 9:14-29 
 
Tuesday 
Sir 2:1-11; Ps 37:3-4, 18-19, 27-
28, 39-40; Mk 9:30‑‑37 
 
Wednesday 
Ash Wednesday 
Jl 2:12-18; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 12-
13, 14 & 17; 2 Cor 5:20-6:2; Mt 
6:1-6, 16-18 
 
Thursday 
Dt 30:15-20; Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 & 6; Lk 
9:22-25 
 
Friday 
Is 58:1-9a; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6ab, 18-
19; Mt 9:14-15 
 
Saturday 
Is 58:9b-14; Ps 86:1-2, 3-4, 5-6; 
Lk 5:27-32 
 
Sunday 
First Sunday of Lent 
Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12
-13, 17; Rom 5:12-19 or Rom 
5:12, 17-19; Mt 4:1-11 
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Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday, February 18 

4:00pm Frank W. Bell &  
 Robert Braga + 
 
Sunday, February 19 
10:00am Matthew Coughlin 
 McGlynn + 
9:00am John Clark + 
11:00am People of the Parish 

Monday, February 20 

8:30am Stash Wietrykowski + 
 
Tuesday,  February 21 
8:30am Pat Becker + 
 
Wednesday, February 22 
8:30am People of the Parish 
4:00pm People of the Parish 
7:00pm People of the Parish 
 
Thursday, February 23 
8:30am Bill & Teresa B. 
 Miller+ 
 
Friday, February 24 
8:30am  Joshua Chakkalakal + 
 
Saturday, February 25 
8:30am Brendan Brosnan + 
4:00pm People of the Parish 

Sunday, February 26 

7:30am John Patrick McGlynn+  

9:00am Violet Shackil + 
11:00am Louis & Rose Serrano+ 

The Deacon’s Corner 

           

 The last time the St Matthew’s Youth 
Ministry was holding a car wash to raise funds for 
their ministry service project I was passing by and 
happened to notice the line of cars waiting to get 
washed. There were some cars that were dirty and then there 
were some cars that were really dirty. As I was watching the 
kids washing, another car pulled in line and I could not help 
from thinking, that car was the dirtiest car of them all. When I 
noticed how dirty it was I stopped feeling guilty that my car was 
not washed in weeks. The couple got out of the car and stood 
next to me on the curb. I heard the wife tell her husband that he 
should be ashamed on how filthy his car was. Then he said, 
“Dirt is dirt…all cars get dirty.” 
As we approach Ash Wednesday and the journey of Lent, we 
have the opportunity to do some cleaning of our own. Our lives 
might be messy and dirty but it is our dirt and we should not 
compare our filth with the filth of others. There is no question 
that the sin in our lives needs to be washed away and the only 
way we can do that is if we ask God to forgive us and cleanse 
our soul. The Bible doesn’t praise anyone for having less sin 
than someone else. Filth is filth, dirt is dirt and Sin is Sin! 
“Though your sins are as scarlet, they shall become white as 
snow.” God’s Grace is provided to all of us. So get in line, 
reflect on your own life, realize you have a responsibility to get 
clean and then as faithful Catholics take advantage of the free 
carwash for souls called the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
You will come out of the confessional sparkling clean! 
 
Share your blessings along the Journey!       

Deacon Tony                                              

The flowers this weekend are 
offered in loving memory of 

Robert Braga &  
Frank W. Bell 
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 Building a caring community that serves others. 

Parish Weekly Giving  
Summary 

Thank you for your generosity! 
We appreciate your gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure. 
 

February 12, 2023 
 

Offertory:              $6445.95 

Online Giving: $3189.29 

TOTAL:             $9635.24 

Online Giving: Visit  
www.stmat.org/donate or  
scan the QR code below for 

online giving. It’s simple and 
convenient! 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

 In today’s Gospel, Jesus challenges us by saying: “You must be 
perfected as your heavenly Father is perfect.” 

We sincerely appreciate your support.  You allowed us to assist 
many families in need throughout this month. Thank You! 

Catholic Ministry 
 Appeal  

Weekly Update 
 

Thank you to all who have 
submitted their 2023 commitments! 

 
Goal: $83,997.65  

Pledges: $22,040.00 

Donations: $15,980.67 

# of Families: 700 

# of Pledges: 94 

Avg. Pledge: $234.47 

 
Lent At-A-Glance 

 
Mardi Gras Party: For  Children’s Faith Formation and Youth Ministry. 
Celebrate Fat Tuesday, February 21st from 6pm to 7:30pm in the Annex. 
 
Empty Bowl Supper: A simple, meatless spaghetti supper  from 5pm-
7pm on Ash Wednesday, February 22nd in Bethany Hall.  
 
Stations of the Cross: Outside in St. James Pavilion every Fr iday of 
Lent at 6pm, weather permitting. February 24th thru March 31st. 
 
Soup Suppers: Every Fr iday of Lent after  Stations of the Cross. In 
Bethany Hall. 
 
Wednesday Oasis: Adoration, confession & pr ivate conversations 
about prayer with Fr. Jonathan. Every Wednesday of Lent, from 6pm –
8pm. March 1st thru April 5th. 
 
St. Joseph’s Table: Sunday, March 19th at 12:30pm. 

The Light of the World Retreat is taking place at St. Matthew on March 
10th thru 13th.  This parish–based experience is a wonderful opportunity 
to deepen your journey with Christ.  The retreat is free of charge and 
intended for men and women, individuals, and couples over the age of 
18.  Register on the parish web site at www.stmat.org or contact the 
parish office at (727) 393-1288 for assistance.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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StMat.org

Regulations on Fasting and Abstinence 

Fasting and abstinence have a long history in the Church. The custom of 
self-denial is meant to simplify one’s lifestyle so that freed from all 
distractions, we may hear and respond to God’s continued call to 
conversion and holiness. 

 Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by all 
Catholics between the ages of 18 to 59 years (inclusive). On days of 
fasting, one full meal is allowed. Two smaller meals, sufficient to 
maintain strength, may be taken according to one’s needs, but together 
should not equal another full meal. Liquids are allowed.

 Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics who are 14 
years of age or older. Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent, and 
Good Friday are days of abstinence. 

 Pastoral Note: Persons unable to observe the above regulations due to 
ill health or other serious reasons, may practice other forms of self-
denial that are suitable to their condition. 

Ministry Block Party
We are throwing a party to celebrate our parish and the many ways you 
can serve each other, the parish and the community. So stop by, learn 
more about a ministry and more! You don’t want to miss this!

Be A Member Of Our 
Blood Donor Ministry 

St. Matthew’s Blood Donor 

Ministry invites you to celebrate 

your good health with our 

neighbors in need by sharing it on 

Sunday, March 12, between 8am 

and 1pm on The Big Red Bus.  

Please make an appointment on the 

sign-up sheet at the main church 

entrance and pledge to donate a pint 

of the very best that’s in you.  If 

you are healthy, age 16 or older and 

weigh at least 110 pounds chances 

are you can join this vital ministry 

that saves lives and families!  All 

donors will receive a wellness 

check-up of blood pressure, pulse, 

temperature, iron count and a 

cholesterol screening, plus a $20 

eGift card and a St. Patrick’s Day-

themed T-shirt!    Please call Dan 

Eberts at 393-0805 if you have any 

questions.   
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Catholic Ministry Appeal 

2022 Tax Statement 
If you would like to receive a statement of donations for the year 2022, please 
complete the form below and return it to the parish office or in the offertory at 
Mass. If you would like your statement emailed to you, please include your 
email address or email us at info@stmat.org.  
 
Please print the following information:  
 
Name:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: __________________________________________________ 
 
Email: __________________________________________________________ 

 

Prayer for Priests & 
Future Priests 

 
 Eternal Father, We lift up to you 

these and all the priests of the 
world. Sanctify them, heal and 
guide them. Mold them into the 

likeness and holiness of your Son 
Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. 

May their lives 
 be pleasing to you. In Jesus name, 

we pray. Amen. 
 

2/19 • Rev. Donald Amodeo ~  
2/20 • Rev. Curtis V. Carro  ~ 

2/21 • Rev. Eduardo Chincha, SDB  
2/22 • For Vocations to the 

Priesthood & Religious Life  ~  
2/23 • Rev. Edwin Palka  ~  
2/24 • Rev. Viet Ngyen ~  

 2/25 • Kevin Yarnell ~ 

GriefShare 
 
GriefShare at St. Matthew Catholic Church will begin a new cycle on 
Wednesday, February 22. Meetings are held in Tr inity Hall, 9:30am  
to 11:30am.  GriefShare is a 13 session program, and you may join at any 
time.  There is no fee, although a free will donation would be gratefully 
accepted to help offset the cost of materials. All are welcome! Please reg-
ister with Dr. Lori Puterbaugh at drloriputerbaugh@earthlink.net.  
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Sacraments and Ministries
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