
 

Pastor 
Rev. Jonathan Emery 

 
Deacons 

Deacon Tim Maloney 
Deacon Tony Quattrocki 

February 26, 2023 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 

Sunday:7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am 
 

Holy Days: Will be announced 
Monday - Saturday 8:30am 

Rosary: Monday - Saturday 8:00am 
 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturday 9am-10am  

or by appointment through 
the parish office. 

 
Adoration 

Saturday 9am-10:30am 
First Friday 9am –10am 

Saint Matthew Catholic Church 

Welcome! 
We welcome into our parish community all visitors,  

new members, old friends and those returning home to us. 

St. Matthew Catholic Church 
9111 90th Avenue 
Largo, FL 33777 

 
Phone (727) 393-1288  

Fax (727) 398-2683 
 

Website: www.stmat.org  
E-Mail: Info@stmat.org 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 9:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 9:30am-12:00pm 

Visit StMat.org 



COURAGEOUSLY Living the Gospel 

  

A Message from Fr. Jonathan 
  
In the world there are some things that necessitate a 
particular reaction.  Each culture has their own versions of 
these, for us a few examples are…Saying “God bless you” 
after a sneeze, asking “how are you?” but not expecting a 
detailed response, or shaking someone’s hand when you 
meet them.  If someone deviates from these responses they 

are considered odd or even rude. Jesus points out this phenomenon in 
Matthew 11:17…“We played the flute for you, but you did not dance, we 
sang a dirge but you did not mourn.”  The people of Israel were not 
responding to the coming of the Messiah in a way that would be expected 
after the long wait. 
 As we enter Lent, we are called to react a certain way too.  We 
prepare for the Triduum (which means “three days” and refers to Holy 
Thursday, Good Friday, and Easter), where Jesus will complete His 
mission and then conquer sin and death forever, by spending 40 days 
preparing.  For the Israelites (and Jesus, as He is an Israelite) numbers are 
important and always have a meaning.  Our 40 days of Lent remind us of 
the 40 days Jesus spent preparing for his ministry after His baptism.  Jesus 
chose 40 days in the desert because the Israelites spent 40 years wandering 
the desert to prepare for entrance into the Promised Land.  The Israelites 
were told to wander the desert for 40 years to remind them that God 
flooded the land for 40 days to cleanse the Earth during the time of Noah.  
The number 40 is deeply connected to purification and preparation.  Lent 
is the time for all Christians to enter into purification and preparation for 
the radiant glory God is about to achieve at Easter. 
 This is why you will notice changes in the liturgies during Lent.  
The Gloria and the “Alleluias” are gone, as they are statements of joy and 
glory.  The music becomes more somber and instruments are reduced to a 
bare minimum, focusing instead on the human voice crying out to its 
Creator in sorrow for our sins.  There is a sense sometimes within modern 
Christians that everything has to be about happiness and leaving Church 
feeling uplifted, but that would be like dancing at a funeral.  Sometimes 
we need to feel our brokenness, acknowledge our sins, and feel the pain 
they have caused.  If we walk through these sins with God, then we may 
leave the church with a sense of joy or peace, but also a deep appreciation 
of how sin is damaging me, those around me, and my relationship with 
God.  Sin is never something to be ashamed of, but it is something to feel 
guilt for.  Shame is an attack of the Devil on our souls telling us that we 
are no good!  Shame attacks the person.  Guilt comes from God and tells 
us that the sin is hurting us and others.  Acknowledge the sins in GUILT 
and NOT shame!  Acknowledging sin in shame would be viewing 
ourselves as trash, so we beat ourselves up and then go nowhere.  
Acknowledging sin in guilt means walking with God, recognizing our 
own God given dignity and how we deserve better than the sin.   
 As we walk through this Lenten season towards the glory of 

Easter, let us mourn at the dirge, so we can dance at the flute! 
 

God bless you ~ 

Fr. Jonathan 

 
Readings for the Week of  

February 26, 2023 
 

 

Sunday 
First Sunday of Lent 
Gn 2:7-9; 3:1-7; Ps 51:3-4, 5-6, 12
-13, 17; Rom 5:12-19 or Rom 
5:12, 17-19; Mt 4:1-11 
 
Monday 
Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8, 9, 10, 
15; Mt 25:31-46 
 
Tuesday 
Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-5, 6-7, 16-17, 
18-19; Mt 6:7-15 
 
Wednesday 
Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-
19; Lk 11:29-32 
 
Thursday 
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-
2ab, 2cde-3, 7c-8; Mt 7:7-12 
 
Friday 
Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-7a, 
7bc-8; Mt 5:20-26 
 
Saturday 
Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8; 
Mt 5:43-48 
 
Sunday 
Second Sunday of Lent 
Gn 12:1-4a; Ps 33:4-5, 18-19, 20, 
22; 2 Tm 1:8b-10; Mt 17:1-9 
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First Sunday in Lent 

Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday, February 25 

4:00pm People of the Parish 
 
Sunday, February 26 
10:00am John Patrick McGlynn+ 
9:00am Violet Shackil + 
11:00am Louis & Rose Serrano+ 

Monday, February 27 

8:30am Louise Rupiper + 
 
Tuesday,  February 28 
8:30am Rosie Streifle + 
 
Wednesday, March 1 
8:30am Bess Gonzalez + 
 
Thursday, March 2 
8:30am Pat Becker + 
 
Friday, March 3 
8:30am  John Rafftery + 
 
Saturday, March 4 
8:30am Gerie Wyler + 
4:00pm Kathleen Altz + 

Sunday, March 5 

7:30am People of the Parish 

9:00am Warner Haasch + 
11:00am  Pat Becker + 

The Deacon’s Corner 

           
 God Calls but sometimes …. I remember meeting 
Joe at work through another friend who knew Joe was an 
interesting fellow. He was baptized into the Catholic faith 
but stopped attending Mass about 40 years ago. When he 
discovered I was an ordained minister he assumed I was a Protestant, so he 
was shocked to find out that I was Catholic. His curiosity got the better of 
him and he started asking me question after question about God, faith, and 
moral teachings. I then reversed the focus and asked him if he was an 
active, participating Catholic. He quietly responded by saying, “I just 
stopped attending.” From time to time, we would meet for lunch and he 
would continue to ask me many questions about church, faith and God. I 
would ask him on different occasions if he was planning to attend Sunday 
services. His reply was always no. Different excuses but always no.  I had 
not seen Joe in almost a year because of our working from home policy. 
Then last November, I got a call from Joe and he wanted to meet for lunch. 
When we met I could sense something different about him. He told me he 
had a near-death experience and wanted to share his experience with me. I 
won’t go into details, but as he was close to death he called out to God for 
help. The next thing he remembered was he opened his eyes and said, 
“Thank you, God.” He heard God’s voice say, “I will see you at Mass on 
Sunday.” When he got home from his trip he asked his wife if she would 
mind if he went to Mass with her that weekend. She was delighted and told 
him she had been praying for a long time that he would return to God.   
 Last Month I attended his funeral Mass. Joe died in his sleep at the 
age of 67. When I went to express my condolences to his wife, who I 
never previously met, she burst into tears of joy and hugged me. She 
wanted to personally thank me for spending time with her husband. 
Apparently, he told her about our frequent conversations. She was thankful 
and appreciated that I challenged Joe to return to “his roots” as she 
described it. She also told me he made his first reconciliation in over 40 
years right before Christmas. 
 Joe was the lucky one. It took a while, but he finally responded to 
God’s call. Not everyone is that fortunate. Not every person will have a 
tomorrow.  Personally, I was just having conversations with a 
colleague over lunch. However, God uses all of us to share His message.  
Can you imagine if we were all open to God’s Word and were willing to 
feed His sheep and take care of His lambs? Friends, we all meet many 
people every day who have either turned their back, closed their heart, 
mind, ears to God and yet if we allow God to use us, maybe others will be 
as fortunate as Joe was. Pray to have the courage to share your faith over a 
cup of coffee, a lunch break, a walk in the park. It may seem like nothing 
to you, but it could make a real difference in the lives of others.  
 

Happy Lent - God Bless, 

 Deacon Tony                                              
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 Building a caring community that serves others. 

Parish Weekly Giving  
Summary 

Thank you for your generosity! 
We appreciate your gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure. 
 

February 19, 2023 
 

Offertory:              $6067.51 

Online Giving: $3835.29 

TOTAL:             $9902.80 

Online Giving: Visit  
www.stmat.org/donate or  
scan the QR code below for 

online giving. It’s simple and 
convenient! 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

 Lent is a call to “give alms for the poor.” Wherever you live in the 
parish, there are poor families within walking distance of your home. 

When in need, they ring the parish office bell. They are, in effect,  
ringing your doorbell. 

Is there a family you know who needs assistance? Please call the 
Society of St. Vincent de Paul at (727) 592-1960 so that together we 

can help the suffering and poor. 

Catholic Ministry 
 Appeal  

Weekly Update 
 

Thank you to all who have 
submitted their 2023 commitments! 

 
Goal: $83,997.65  

Pledges: $22,040.00 

Donations: $15,980.67 

# of Families: 700 

# of Pledges: 94 

Avg. Pledge: $234.47 

 
Lent At-A-Glance 

 
Stations of the Cross: Outside in St. James Pavilion every Fr iday of 
Lent at 6pm, weather permitting. February 24th thru March 31st. 
 
Soup Suppers: Every Fr iday of Lent after  Stations of the Cross. In 
Bethany Hall. This Friday’s supper is provided by LINKED, FAST, and 
the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 
 
Wednesday Oasis: Adoration, confession & pr ivate conversations 
about prayer with Fr. Jonathan. Every Wednesday of Lent, from 6pm –
8pm. March 1st thru April 5th. 
 
St. Joseph’s Table: Sunday, March 19th at 12:30pm. 

The Light of the World Retreat is taking place at St. Matthew on March 
10th thru 13th.  This parish–based experience is a wonderful opportunity 
to deepen your journey with Christ.  The retreat is free of charge and 
intended for men and women, individuals, and couples over the age of 
18.  Register on the parish web site at www.stmat.org or contact the 
parish office at (727) 393-1288 for assistance.  
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StMat.org 

Regulations on Fasting and Abstinence  

Fasting and abstinence have a long history in the Church. The custom of 
self-denial is meant to simplify one’s lifestyle so that freed from all 
distractions, we may hear and respond to God’s continued call to 
conversion and holiness.  

 Fasting is to be observed on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday by all 
Catholics between the ages of 18 to 59 years (inclusive). On days of 
fasting, one full meal is allowed. Two smaller meals, sufficient to 
maintain strength, may be taken according to one’s needs, but together 
should not equal another full meal. Liquids are allowed. 

 Abstinence from meat is to be observed by all Catholics who are 14 
years of age or older. Ash Wednesday, all the Fridays of Lent, and 
Good Friday are days of abstinence.  

 Pastoral Note: Persons unable to observe the above regulations due to 
ill health or other serious reasons, may practice other forms of self-
denial that are suitable to their condition.  

LINKED 
 

LINKED is a ministry linking 
widowed and divorced women to 
create a network of friendships. 
They meet monthly for social 
gatherings. Please call the parish 
office at 727-393-1288 to be 
connected to this wonderful 
ministry group. 

Please Donate Blood 
 

Please make an appointment on the 

sign-up sheet at the main church 

entrance to donate blood at our 

church blood drive on Sunday, 

March 12 between 8 am and 1 pm.  

If you are healthy, age 16 or older 

and weigh at least 110 pounds 

chances are you can join this vital 

ministry that saves lives and 

families!  All donors will receive a 

wellness check-up of blood 

pressure, pulse, temperature, iron 

count and a cholesterol screening, 

plus a $20 eGift card and a St. 

Patrick’s Day-themed T-shirt!    

Please call Dan Eberts at 393-0805 

if you have any questions.    

“One Does Not Live By Bread Alone” 

In today's Gospel, Jesus claims, “One does not live by bread 
alone” (Matthew 4:4). Jesus forewent food in the wilderness for forty days 
to prove it was possible. Because he is so abundant, God’s spirit can sus-
tain any need.  

Our fasting shows us that this is possible in a personal, experiential way. 
Fasting is an act of faith that “No, I don’t have to satisfy every urge.” Re-
lying on God, we aren’t subservient to our urges.  

Jesus tasked our parish with the mission to reach hungry souls with Jesus’ 
sustaining bread of life. Through your generosity, you can help our Catho-
lic Ministry Appeal feed those who hunger— physically and spiritually. 
Jesus’ angels ministered to him at the end of his fast and we, too, need 
your help to minister to the weak. Some souls have been fasting from His 
love for far too long. This Lent let’s work together to end that fast. They 
need to know His name. May the name of Jesus be glorified through our 
Catholic Ministry Appeal! 

You can give online at GivetoMinistry.dosp.org or use one of the pledge 
envelopes located in the main church entrance. 
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Pray for Peace 

2022 Tax Statement 
If you would like to receive a statement of donations for the year 2022, please 
complete the form below and return it to the parish office or in the offertory at 
Mass. If you would like your statement emailed to you, please include your 
email address or email us at info@stmat.org.  
 
Please print the following information:  
 
Name:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: __________________________________________________ 
 
Email: __________________________________________________________ 

Prayer for Priests & 
Future Priests 

 
 Eternal Father, We lift up to you 

these and all the priests of the 
world. Sanctify them, heal and 
guide them. Mold them into the 

likeness and holiness of your Son 
Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. 

May their lives be pleasing to you.  
In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 

 
2/26 • Rev. Randall Meissen, LC ~  
2/27 • Rev. Brian Fabiszewski  ~ 

2/28 • Rev. Vincent Laviano, OFM 
3/1 • For Vocations to the 

Priesthood & Religious Life  ~  
3/2 • Rev. Michael Smith ~  

3/3 • Rev. Ryan Boyle ~  
 3/4 • Rev. John S. Hays ~ 

GriefShare 
 
GriefShare at St. Matthew Catholic Church began a new cycle on 
Wednesday, February 22. Meetings are held in Tr inity Hall, 9:30am  
to 11:30am.  GriefShare is a 13 session program, and you may join at any 
time.  There is no fee, although a free will donation would be gratefully 
accepted to help offset the cost of materials. All are welcome! Please 
register with Dr. Lori Puterbaugh at drloriputerbaugh@earthlink.net.  
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Sacraments and Ministries 

The Knights is a fraternal benefit association that fosters spiritual growth, 

Parish Staff 
 

Clergy: 

Rev. Jonathan Emery (ext. 205) 
FrJonathan@StMat.org  

 

Deacon Tony Quattrocki (ext. 203) 

Deacon.Tony@stmat.org  
 

 

Coordinator of Faith Formation: 

Marissa Miranda (ext. 207) 
Marissa.Miranda@StMat.org  

 

Youth & Family Ministry:  

Lisa Limberger  (ext. 204) 
Lisa.Limberger@StMat.org  

 

Music Ministry: Chantal Ward  
 

Office Manager:  

Mandy Rose (ext. 201) 
Mandy.Rose@StMat.org  

 

Bookkeeper: 

Bill Slatic 
 bookkeeper@stmat.org  

Maintenance Staff: 
Joe LaFrazia  

Ged Roman 

BAPTISM of INFANTS: 
The Sacrament of Baptism 
celebrates God’s love and 
initiates us into the com-
munity of believers called 

the Church. We are the Church, and 
each baptism we perform or witness is 
a sign of our faith in Christ’s power to 
renew the face of the earth. Baptisms 
are usually celebrated during the 
Mass. For Baptism preparation classes 
for parents, contact the parish office: 
(727) 393-1288. We recommend at-
tending before the birth of your child.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 
Call the office at any time in case of 
serious sickness. If you are 
hospitalized, the priest assigned to the 
hospital will administer the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: 
Call the office a minimum of six 
months in advance. Participation in 
the Journey to Matrimony program is 
required. 

VOCATIONS:  
Contact Fr. Chuck Dornquast for 
more information at (727) 345-3452 
or  spvocation@dosp.org. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  
SOCIETY: Assistance to the needy. 
Calls are monitored and returned 
daily. Phone  727-592-1960. 

PROJECT HUNGER: Bring your  
non-perishable food item donations 
for the interfaith food pantry we help. 

SACRAMENTS FOR ADULTS: 
R.C.I.A. is for  adults and unbap-
tized teens wanting to be Catholic 
Christians. Please contact Lisa Lim-
berger at (727) 393-1288 ext. 204. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY:  
Meets at 6:30pm the third Tuesday of 
every month September through May. 
We welcome new members!  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: The 
Knights of Columbus St. Mat-
thew Council #11226, extends 
an invitation to all Catholic 
men to join our council. The 

council meets the First Tuesday of the 
month. If you are interested in hearing 
more about the Knights of Columbus, 
please contact Ben Kristoff at 727-
218-7729. 

CENTERING PRAYER: 
Centering Prayer is a form of silent 
contemplation practiced both as a part 
of a group and in our daily lives. We 
meet in the church for silent prayer 
and a short video. We meet on 
Tuesdays at 6:30pm. Please feel free 
to come join us. Contact Judi Valori 
through the parish office if you have 
any questions.  

SICK OR INCAPACITATED: 

Please contact the parish office if 
you, or a family member, would 
like to be included in our weekly 
prayer list. If you are unable to 
attend Mass, let us know if you 
would like to schedule a visit from 
a Eucharistic Minister. 

SACRAMENTS FOR TEENS: 
CONFIRMATION for baptized teens 

wanting to receive this Sacrament. Please 

contact Youth Ministry, Lisa Limberger 

at (727) 393-1288 ext. 204.  

SACRAMENTS FOR CHILDREN: 
First Communion and 
Reconciliation for bap-

tized children ages 7 and 

older. Please contact 

Marissa Miranda at (727) 

393-1288, ext. 207.  

Have You Registered as a 
Member of St. Matthew? 

 
To register as a member: 
 
1. Online at www.stmat.org 

2. New Member Info Packets are 
by the exits of the church. 

3. Come to the Parish Office, 
weekdays and fill out a form. 

4. Call the parish office at  
(727) 393-1288 to register. 

Dr. Lori Puterbaugh Counseling 
Dr. Lori Puterbaugh, Licensed Mental Health Counselor and Licensed 
Marriage and Family Therapist, is available for individual, couple and 
family counseling on a sliding scale fee basis at Espiritu Santo Catholic 
Church Mondays and Tuesdays, and at St. Matthew Catholic Church 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Dr. Lori has been in private practice since 
1999 and commissioned by the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute of our 
diocese. Her background includes Catholic school counseling, and work 
with several Diocesan ministries. Specialty areas are anxiety, depression, 
grief, parenting, marriage/relationship, life stage/phase issues and stress. 
To set an appointment, please call 727-559-0863.  

LINKED MINISTRY:  
Meets monthly for widows and di-
vorced women to connect. Contact the 
office for more information. 
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HEALTH AND REHABILITATION CENTER
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