
 

Pastor 
Rev. Jonathan Emery 

 
Deacons 

Deacon Tim Maloney 
Deacon Tony Quattrocki 

March 19, 2023 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 

Sunday:7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am 
 

Holy Days: Will be announced 
Monday - Saturday 8:30am 

Rosary: Monday - Saturday 8:00am 
 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturday 9am-10am  

or by appointment through 
the parish office. 

 
Adoration 

Saturday 9am-10:30am 
First Friday 9am –10am 

Saint Matthew Catholic Church 
Welcome! 

We welcome into our parish community all visitors,  
new members, old friends and those returning home to us. 

St. Matthew Catholic Church 
9111 90th Avenue 
Largo, FL 33777 

 
Phone (727) 393-1288  

Fax (727) 398-2683 
 

Website: www.stmat.org  
E-Mail: Info@stmat.org 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 9:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 9:30am-12:00pm 

Parish Mission 
“Awakening Our Faith in Challenging Times” 

March 27th, 28th, & 29th at 7:00pm 



COURAGEOUSLY Living the Gospel 

  

A Message from Fr. Jonathan 
 
 Two weeks ago I covered fasting, last week was 
prayer, and this week we round off the three Lenten 
disciplines with Almsgiving.  This weekend is also 
Laetare Sunday, a day of Lenten joy, as we are now half 
way through Lent.  It is possible to think: “Why bother at 
this point? Lent is half over.”  However, Laetare Sunday is 

a great time to pause and take stock of our Lenten journey so far.  Have 
we been lax in some part of our Lenten discipline?  Were my original 
ideas for Lent idealistic and unreasonable?  Can I recommit to those 
disciplines for the remainder of Lent, or should I change them to 
something I CAN commit to. 
 Almsgiving is often the last considered of the Lenten disciplines.  
It is usually portrayed as simply donating to a charity, but that is a little 
too simplistic an answer.  The English word “alms” comes from the Greek 
word “eleos” which means “mercy.”  To “give alms” is to “give mercy” to 
another.  So giving to a charity definitely fulfills this objective.  However, 
giving someone mercy goes beyond just throwing money at the issue.  All 
the Lenten disciplines have the intention of changing our hearts and in 
order to do that, we have to get involved.  To truly give someone mercy, it 
requires getting to know them and their situation, to feel empathy for 
them.  The Bible often talks about how Jesus is “moved with pity” for 
someone in pain.  It was only after he was moved with pity, that he could 
give mercy (give alms) and heal that person.  The goal of this spiritual life 
is to conform ourselves to Christ.  To do that, we must have empathy 
towards others and then give mercy. 
 Catholic Relief Services (CRS) is an office of the USCCB (United 
States Conference of Catholic Bishops) that helps relieve the physical 
issues of poverty and disasters outside of the United States (the USCCB 
uses Catholic Charities within the US and CRS outside).  CRS runs the 
“Rice Bowl” campaign every year during Lent, where the money raised is 
used to help alleviate hunger across the globe.  We Catholics are used to 
this, we have seen the rice bowl for decades.  I even remember, as a kid, 
being excited each year during lent, because it was my job to build the 
little cardboard box our money would go in and I enjoyed the puzzle of 
putting it together.  However, I rarely looked at the other material that 
CRS includes with the Rice Bowl.  Most years they also compile a group 
of stories from the different countries where CRS is operating, and include 
simple traditional meatless recipes from those countries.  One year, the 
parish I was at, worked our way through these stories and recipes each 
week at youth group.  The teens would get to try the meal and would 
watch a video of the people telling their story.  This made it more real to 
everyone and helped us to truly give mercy to our brothers and sisters! 
 There are other ways to show mercy to others, but it requires 

getting one’s hands dirty and making one’s heart vulnerable.  
Volunteering with a charity and not just giving to it, will definitely help in 
the process of experiencing the pain of others, the pain of Christ!  For 

when we dive deep enough into the pain of others, we find Christ there. 
God bless you ~ 

Fr. Jonathan 

 
Readings for the Week of  

March 19, 2023 
 
 
 
 

Sunday 
Fourth Sunday of Lent 
1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23: 1-
3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-
41 
 
Monday 
Solemnity of Saint Joseph, 
Spouse of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-
3, 4-5, 27 & 29; Rom 4:13, 16-18, 
22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 2:41
-51a 
 
Tuesday 
Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; 
Jn 5:1-16 
 
Wednesday Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8
-9, 13cd-14, 17-18; Jn 5:17-30 
 
Thursday 
Saint Toribio de Mogrovejo, 
Bishop 
Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-20, 21-22, 
23; Jn 5:31-47 
 
Friday 
Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-18, 19-
20, 21 & 23; Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
 
Saturday 
Solemnity of the Annunciation of 
the Lord 
Is 7:10-14; 8:10; Ps 40:7-8a, 8b-9, 
10, 11; Heb 10:4-10; Lk 1:26-38 
 
Sunday 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 
7-8; Rom 8:8-11; Jn 11:1-45 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Fourth Sunday in Lent 

Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday, March 18 

4:00pm Patricia Lafollette + 
 
Sunday, March 19 
10:00am Bob Lima + 
9:00am Lynn Westerburg + 
11:00am People of the Parish 

Monday, March 20 

8:30am Ona Zabukas 
 
Tuesday,  March 21 
8:30am Fidel Cruz & Fidelito 
 Cruz + 
 
Wednesday, March 22 
8:30am Paul Coe + 
 
Thursday, March 23 
8:30am Pat Becker + 
 
Friday, March 24 
8:30am  Mary Kochappan + 
 
Saturday, March 25 
8:30am Teresita SanDiego + 
4:00pm People of the Parish 

Sunday, March 26 

7:30am Diane F. Martinez + 

9:00am Richard Thorman + 
11:00am Ann Walker + 

The Deacon’s Corner 

           
 One of my Lenten reflection exercises is to reflect 
on how I honor and trust God.  I can think of no better 
example of how I honor (or dishonor) God then how, 
where and on what I spend the financial resources, I have 
been blessed with.  You noticed I did not say with “my money.” I firmly 
believe God provides and it is up to me to be a good steward with what I 
have been blessed with.   
          You see that, like many, I procrastinated and did not make a firm 
commitment to this year’s Catholic Ministry Appeal campaign. I had been 
wrestling on how much to give. Do I give more than last year? Should I 
hold on because I know my roof needs to be replaced this year? I had the 
envelope all filled out and the only thing left to fill in was the amount of 
my sacrificial commitment, but I procrastinated. My excuse list continued 
to grow. I have no problem spending on myself in excessive ways, but I 
struggled with my decision to share resources needed to continue the 
mission of our local church. Therefore, when Lent began I started to really 
focus and pray about what I am called to do. I wrote in my Journal my 
reasons for and against “rushing” into making this gift. (After all, I have 
all year, right?) I also reflected on my blessings and what God has 
financially entrusted me with. Then I listed the top things I spent the most 
money on this past year.  I then reflected if I asked God to be a part of any 
of those financial choices. As I did, I started to ask myself why He was or 
wasn’t a priority in all my spending of each of those purchases?  After 
some painful and sobering prayer reflections, I have started to focus on 
creating a plan to make God the priority of all my financial transactions.  
Honestly, when I finally let go of my fears, my insecurities and my many 
excuses the decision to make my CMA commitment a pr ior ity became 
much easier to make.  
          “Honor the Lord with your substance and with the first fruits of 
all your produce; then your barns will be filled with plenty, and your vats 
will be bursting with wine.” (Proverbs 3:9-10)  
 
Enjoy the Journey, even if it gets a little uncomfortable at times.    

Deacon Tony                                              

Blood Drive Thank you! 

Blessings to these members of our St. Matthew Blood Donor Ministry 
for 'Springing Into Life'  by donating at our recent blood 

drive!  Patients and their families are grateful for your vital support!! 

Anne Creech, Clarence Leger, Corrado Anello, Daniel Weise, Dennis 
Homa, Diane Jones, Dianna Davis, Douglas Ashcroft, Gregory Knupke-

Coe, Isabella Ashcroft, James Cormany, John Cetrano, Kurt Knipple, 
Michael Hux, Michelle Hux-Groux, Nancy Finke, Paul Knupke, Rachel 

Cormany, Robert Corsey, Susan Serota, Valerie Westbrock, and 
Veronica Dennis 

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



Building a caring community that serves others.

Parish Weekly Giving 
Summary

Thank you for your generosity! 
We appreciate your gifts of time, 
talent, and treasure.

March 12, 2023

Offertory: $5909.76

Online Giving: $3565.29

TOTAL: $9475.05

Online Giving: Visit 
www.stmat.org/donate or 
scan the QR code below for 

online giving. It’s simple and 
convenient!

Catholic Ministry
Appeal 

Weekly Update

Thank you to all who have 
submitted their 2023 commitments!

Goal: $83,997.65 

Pledges: $53,232.73

Donations: $41,195.07

# of Families: 700

# of Pledges: 185

Avg. Pledge: $287.74

Parish Mission

Our parish Mission is Monday, March 27th through Wednesday, March 
29th at 7pm and includes special Mission Talks at the 8:30 morning 
Masses. Fr. John Anglin, OFM will present “Awakening Our Faith in 
Challenging Times.” Fr. John has preached over 500 missions and 
written two books. 

Day 1: Living in the embrace of God’s Love. 
In the face of violence & injustice it is tempting to abandon our 

belief in a God of love. We proclaim that God does indeed hold us in a 
loving embrace which gives us the strength to carry on as well as the 
ability to reach out to all those in need.
Day 2: Forgiveness as the path to Peace.

In a world that more & more seeks to resolve conflict through 
retaliation, punishment, & violence we proclaim a God who is merciful 
and always seeks to forgive, and who calls us to be peacemakers by 
forgiving those who have wronged us, and by accepting His gift of mercy 
for ourselves. At the same time we must wrestle with the truth that real 
peace and reconciliation cannot come without justice.
Day 3: Healing the human heart.

In spite of the advances made in medicine and technology, 
suffering & sorrow still afflict the human heart, be it due to sickness, 
injustice, or the violence that is so rampant in today’s world. We proclaim 
that through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, people of today 
will find healing and restoration. We ourselves are called to be healers, to 
bring the Good News of Jesus into the world around us. 

Pancake Breakfast

The Knights of Columbus is offering their delicious Pancake Breakfast 
after all the Masses on Sunday, March 26th. It includes pancakes, eggs, 
sausage and a beverage for just $6 adults/ $3 children.  
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StMat.org

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Our next meeting will be on 
Thursday, March 23 at 11am in 
Bethany Hall.  Our ministry is 
open to everyone, both men and 
women, who would like to knit or 
crochet shawls for those who 
need solace, hope, or healing and 
for those celebrating life’s joys.  
We welcome seasoned crochet 
and knitters, beginners and 
anyone interested in learning. For 
more information, please contact 
Cheryl Miller at 727-644-0048 or 
email cjmiller538@gmail.com.

St. Joseph’s Table

Celebrate the Italian tradition of 
“St. Joseph’s Table” with a light 
lunch and a beautiful display of 
St. Joseph images. Begins at 
12:30 on this Sunday, March 19th 
in Bethany Hall. 

On March 29th there will be no Oasis, due to the Parish Mission.
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Pray for Peace

Society of St. Vincent de Paul

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives sight to the blind man. Through grace, we 
are also transformed from not seeing to seeing and then Jesus 

sends us to help others see and to believe.

Thank you for helping to bring joy, peace, forgiveness, mercy 
and kindness to the hurting hearts of the poor. Prayer for Priests & 

Future Priests

Eternal Father, We lift up to you 
these and all the priests of the 
world. Sanctify them, heal and 
guide them. Mold them into the 

likeness and holiness of your Son 
Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. 

May their lives be pleasing to you. 
In Jesus name, we pray. Amen.

3/19 • Rev. Joseph Paek, OSB ~ 
3/20 • Rev. Israel Hernandez  ~

3/21 • Rev. Clement Rees, OSB ~      
3/22 • For Vocations to the 

Priesthood & Religious Life  ~  
3/23 • Rev. David DeJulio ~ 

3/24 • Rev. William Swengros ~ 
3/25 • For all Bishops ~

GriefShare

GriefShare at St. Matthew Catholic Church has begun a new cycle. 
Meetings are held in Trinity Hall, 9:30am  to 11:30am on Wednesdays.  
GriefShare is a 13 session program, and you may join at any time.  There 
is no fee, although a free will donation would be gratefully accepted to 
help offset the cost of materials. All are welcome! Please register with Dr. 
Lori Puterbaugh at drloriputerbau h@earthlink.net.  

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com
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Sacraments and Ministries 

The Knights is a fraternal benefit association that fosters spiritual growth, 

Parish Staff 
 

Clergy: 

Rev. Jonathan Emery (ext. 205) 
FrJonathan@StMat.org  

 

Deacon Tony Quattrocki (ext. 203) 

Deacon.Tony@stmat.org  
 

 

Coordinator of Faith Formation: 

Marissa Miranda (ext. 207) 
Marissa.Miranda@StMat.org  

 

Youth & Family Ministry:  

Lisa Limberger  (ext. 204) 
Lisa.Limberger@StMat.org  

 

Music Ministry: Chantal Ward  
 

Office Manager:  

Mandy Rose (ext. 201) 
Mandy.Rose@StMat.org  

 

Bookkeeper: 

Bill Slatic 
 bookkeeper@stmat.org  

Maintenance Staff: 
Joe LaFrazia  

Ged Roman 

BAPTISM of INFANTS: 
The Sacrament of Baptism 
celebrates God’s love and 
initiates us into the com-
munity of believers called 

the Church. We are the Church, and 
each baptism we perform or witness is 
a sign of our faith in Christ’s power to 
renew the face of the earth. Baptisms 
are usually celebrated during the 
Mass. For Baptism preparation classes 
for parents, contact the parish office: 
(727) 393-1288. We recommend at-
tending before the birth of your child.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 
Call the office at any time in case of 
serious sickness. If you are 
hospitalized, the priest assigned to the 
hospital will administer the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: 
Call the office a minimum of six 
months in advance. Participation in 
the Journey to Matrimony program is 
required. 

VOCATIONS:  
Contact Fr. Chuck Dornquast for 
more information at (727) 345-3452 
or  spvocation@dosp.org. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  
SOCIETY: Assistance to the needy. 
Calls are monitored and returned 
daily. Phone  727-592-1960. 

PROJECT HUNGER: Bring your  
non-perishable food item donations 
for the interfaith food pantry we help. 

SACRAMENTS FOR ADULTS: 
R.C.I.A. is for  adults and unbap-
tized teens wanting to be Catholic 
Christians. Please contact Lisa Lim-
berger at (727) 393-1288 ext. 204. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY:  
Meets at 6:30pm the third Tuesday of 
every month September through May. 
We welcome new members!  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: The 
Knights of Columbus St. Mat-
thew Council #11226, extends 
an invitation to all Catholic 
men to join our council. The 

council meets the First Tuesday of the 
month. If you are interested in hearing 
more about the Knights of Columbus, 
please contact Ben Kristoff at 727-
218-7729. 

CENTERING PRAYER: 
Centering Prayer is a form of silent 
contemplation practiced both as a part 
of a group and in our daily lives. We 
meet in the church for silent prayer 
and a short video. We meet on 
Tuesdays at 6:30pm. Please feel free 
to come join us. Contact Judi Valori 
through the parish office if you have 
any questions.  

SICK OR INCAPACITATED: 

Please contact the parish office if 
you, or a family member, would 
like to be included in our weekly 
prayer list. If you are unable to 
attend Mass, let us know if you 
would like to schedule a visit from 
a Eucharistic Minister. 

SACRAMENTS FOR TEENS: 
CONFIRMATION for baptized teens 

wanting to receive this Sacrament. Please 

contact Youth Ministry, Lisa Limberger 

at (727) 393-1288 ext. 204.  

SACRAMENTS FOR CHILDREN: 
First Communion and 
Reconciliation for bap-

tized children ages 7 and 

older. Please contact 

Marissa Miranda at (727) 

393-1288, ext. 207.  

Have You Registered as a 
Member of St. Matthew? 

 
To register as a member: 
 
1. Online at www.stmat.org 

2. New Member Info Packets are 
by the exits of the church. 

3. Come to the Parish Office, 
weekdays and fill out a form. 

4. Call the parish office at  
(727) 393-1288 to register. 

Dr. Lori Puterbaugh Counseling 
Dr. Lori Puterbaugh, Licensed Mental Health Counselor and Licensed 
Marriage and Family Therapist, is available for individual, couple and 
family counseling on a sliding scale fee basis at Espiritu Santo Catholic 
Church Mondays and Tuesdays, and at St. Matthew Catholic Church 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Dr. Lori has been in private practice since 
1999 and commissioned by the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute of our 
diocese. Her background includes Catholic school counseling, and work 
with several Diocesan ministries. Specialty areas are anxiety, depression, 
grief, parenting, marriage/relationship, life stage/phase issues and stress. 
To set an appointment, please call 727-559-0863.  

LINKED MINISTRY:  
Meets monthly for widows and di-
vorced women to connect. Contact the 
office for more information. 
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