
 

Pastor 
Rev. Jonathan Emery 

 
Deacons 

Deacon Tim Maloney (seasonal) 
Deacon Tony Quattrocki 

March 17, 2024 

Mass Times 
Saturday Vigil: 4:00pm 

Sunday:7:30am, 9:00am and 11:00am 
 

Holy Days: Will be announced 
Monday - Saturday 8:30am 

Rosary: Monday - Saturday 8:00am 
 

Sacrament of Penance 
Saturday 9am-10am  

Wednesday 6pm-8pm 
or by appointment through 

the parish office. 
 

Adoration 
Saturday 9am-10:30am 
Wednesday 6pm-8pm 

First Friday 9am –10am 

Saint Matthew Catholic Church 

Wednesday Night Oasis 
6-8pm Adoration & Sacrament of Reconciliation 

St. Matthew Catholic Church 
9111 90th Avenue 
Largo, FL 33777 

 
Phone (727) 393-1288  

Fax (727) 398-2683 
 

Website: www.stmat.org  
E-Mail: Info@stmat.org 

 
Parish Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday 9:30am-4:00pm 
Friday 9:30am-12:00pm 

Welcome! 
We welcome into our parish community all visitors,  

new members, old friends and those returning home to us. 



COURAGEOUSLY Living the Gospel 

 
Readings for the Week of  

March 17, 2024 
 
Sunday 
Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 14-
15; Heb 5:7-9; Jn 12:20-33 
 
Monday 
Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or 
13:41c-62; PS 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6; 
Jn 8:1-11 
 
Tuesday 
Solemnity of Saint Joseph, 
Husband of the Blessed Virgin 
Mary 
2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Ps 89:2-
3, 4-5, 27 and 29; Rom 4:13, 16-
18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk 
2:41-51a  
 
Wednesday 
Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52, 
53, 54, 55, 56; Jn 8:31-42 
 
Thursday 
Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9; Jn 
8:51-59 
 
Friday 
Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-
6, 7; Jn 10:31-42 
 
Saturday 
Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10, 11-12abcd, 
13; Jn 11:45-56 
 
Sunday 
Palm Sunday of the Lord’s 
Passion 
Mk 11:1-10 or Jn 12:12-16; Is 50:4
-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-18, 19-20, 23-24; 
Phil 2:6-11; Mk 14:1—15:47 or 
Mk 15:1-39 

 

 A Message from Fr. Jonathan 
       

 

When first starting the Liturgy of the Hours people are 
usually confused about how to pray them, but as time 
goes on, they begin to see that the Hours have a 
“liturgical structure” to them.  In other words, parallels 

can be drown between the Hours and the other two liturgies we celebrate 
at Mass.  Like the Mass…all the hours start with an introduction and then 
proceed into three “readings” (psalms and canticles for the Hours).  The 
second half changes depending on the Hour, but includes things like: 
Gospel readings, Intercessions, closing prayers, and a conclusion (the 
trinitarian blessing being reserved only for when the Liturgy of the Hours 
is presided over by a member of the clergy).  The focus of the Hours is 
definitely the Psalms.  In fact, if all 5 hours are prayed every day, you will 
cover all 150 Psalms every 4 weeks.  At first, most people find this 
beautiful as they notice things in the psalms they have never noticed 
before, but as the months stretch into years most people will begin to feel 
that the Hours become monotonous and either complain or drop them all 
together.  They will often say that every time they pray the theme of the 
Psalm doesn’t connect to what they are experiencing.  A Psalm of lament 
will come up when they are happy, or a Psalm of jubilation will come up 
when they are sad.  These are complaints that I myself have made, back in 
seminary when I was first getting used to the Hours.  However, I have 
come to understand that the Lord MOST frequently speaks to me in His 
Words given through the Hours.  When I am overjoyed and a lament 
comes up, I realize He is reminding me of my dependence on Him, for I 
have been in that lamenting before and will likely be back again one 
day.  When I am depressed and a Psalm of Joy comes up, it reminds me 
that this funk shall pass and that His blessings are still there, even though I 
am distracted from them.  Most days, if I am focused and praying from my 
heart, I see a word, phrase, or story, that speaks to me; something I need to 
hear, some new way of looking at things, or a demonstration of His love 
for me. 
 
Another cool thing about the Hours is that they are prayed all over the 
Church and by extension the world!  I might be praying morning prayer 
here while someone is praying midday prayer in France and another is 
praying night prayer in Japan!  This allows us to meet the command of 
Jesus to “pray always”, as I don’t believe there has been a single moment 
of time without a Christian praying for MANY centuries. 
 
    

God bless you! 
 
~ Fr. Jonathan Emery 
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Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Mass Intentions 

 

Saturday, March 16 

4:00pm Annson de Croos + 
 
Sunday, March 17 

7:30am People of the Parish  

9:00am Lyman Warner + 
11:00am Michelle Lima + 

Monday,  March 18 
8:30am Joni Kinder + 
 
Tuesday,  March 19 
8:30am  Carmelo Rodriguez + 

Wednesday, March 20 
8:30am Mary Paula Hatam + 
 
Thursday, March 21 
8:30am Vinod Mirando + 
 
Friday, March 22 
8:30am Mary Kochappan + 
 
Saturday, March 23 
8:30am  Lal Mendis + 
4:00pm Aurelia Robertson + 

Sunday, March 24 
7:30am Jack Becker + 
9:00am People of the Parish 
11:00am Pat Becker +  

The Deacon’s Corner 
            

Lent is a season of the year that many Catholic Christians 
focus their attention on their own mortality and death. We 
start off on Ash Wednesday hearing the words as the 
minister places ashes on our foreheads, “Remember you 
came from dust and upon dust you shall return.” Then we 
spend the next 39 days reflecting on our sins and failures and end up 
reliving the stations of the cross and conclude with Jesus being placed in a 
tomb with a stone sealing His grave. That’s one way of looking at the 
season of Lent, but I prefer to view Lent as the “Springtime” of my faith 
and the new life with Jesus if I focus inwardly to improve my relationship 
with God.  Lent is usually celebrated in Mid-February, March and 
sometimes April.  Nature is in full forward mode. The days gradually have 
more sunlight, warmer temperatures, spring showers that run deep and 
nurture the soil, and plants start to bloom. Spring is a transformation from 
a dormant time to a time of awakening. 
 
So, my friends, this Lent can be all doom, gloom and guilt for you, or it 
can be a time you to use to grow stronger in your faith. For others to 
transform sleepy faith and to be awakened to new life in Christ Jesus. The 
Gospel message proclaims to those who are lost, live in darkness, blinded 
or deaf due to fear and lack of faith: Come to Jesus and He will make all 
things new. Each one of us, no matter where we are in our faith journey 
should strive to live our life abundantly with Christ Jesus. 
 
I want to share some wisdom from our beloved Pope Francis, 

 
“As never before in history, common destiny beckons us to 
seek a new beginning… Let ours be a time remembered for 
the awakening of a new reverence for life, the firm resolve to 
achieve sustainability, the quickening of the struggle for 
justice and peace, and the joyful celebration of life.” - Pope 
Francis, Laudato Si’ 
 

May your Lenten Journey lead you to great joy! 

Deacon Tony                      

Thank You! 
 

This month we donated 472 
pounds of non-perishable food to 
the Interfaith Food Pantry. Thank 
you for your generosity that helps 
feed those in our local area who 
need a little assistance. 
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Building a caring community that serves others.

Parish Weekly Giving 
Summary

Thank you for your faithful 
donations that support our church!

March 10, 2024

Offertory: $7930.61

Online Giving: $6216.54

TOTAL: $14,147.15

Online Giving: Visit 
www.stmat.org/donate or 
scan the QR code below for 

online giving. It’s simple and 
convenient!

Catholic Ministry
Appeal 

Weekly Update

The Catholic Ministry Appeal 
supports the ministries of the 

Diocese of St. Petersburg. Thank 
you for your support!

Goal: $95,543.00 

Pledges: $51,384.04

Donations: $40,503.25

# of Families: 745

# of Gifts: 176

Avg. Pledge: $291.95

View this bulletin online at www.DiscoverMass.com



StMat.org 

Upcoming Events 
 

♦ March 18: Holy Hour  with the Knights of Columbus at 7pm in 

the church sanctuary. 

♦ March 20: Oasis 6-8pm with Adoration and Reconciliation, and 

private talks about prayer with Fr. Jonathan Emery 

♦ March 21: Shawl Ministry 11am in Bethany Hall 

♦ March 22: Stations of the Cross 6pm outside in St. James 

Pavilion. Followed by a Soup Supper in Bethany Hall, hosted by the 

S.E.A.S.O.N.S. this week.  

Prayer for Priests & 
Future Priests 

 
 Eternal Father, We lift up to you 

these and all the priests of the 
world. Sanctify them, heal and 
guide them. Mold them into the 

likeness and holiness of your Son 
Jesus, the Eternal High Priest. 

May their lives be pleasing to you. 
In Jesus name, we pray. Amen. 

 

 
3/17 • Rev. Thomas Spillett ~  
3/18 • Rev. John Bosco Lee ~ 
3/19 • Rev. Israel Hernandez ~  

3/20 • For Vocations to the 
Priesthood & Religious Life ~  

3/21 • Rev. Augustine Mailadiyil ~  
3/22 • David DeJulio ~ 

3/23 • For All Bishops ~ 

St. Vincent de Paul 
 Society 

In the Gospel today, Jesus says 
“Whoever serves me must follow 

me, and where I am, there also 
will my servant be. The Father 
will honor whoever serves me.” 
When we help the poor, we are 

truly followers of Jesus,  
servant of the poor. 

You are a sign of God’s love to 
those who are suffering.  Thank 
you for helping to provide our 
needy friends with an Easter 

filled with hope and joy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Holy Week & Easter Schedule 

 
March 23/24: Palm Sunday at all Masses 
March 27: Wednesday Night Oasis (6-8pm) Adoration & Confession 
 
There are no 8:30am Masses on March 28th-30th 
 
There will be Morning Prayer at 9am March 28th-30th.  
 
March 28th: Holy Thursday 7pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper (followed by 
 the Garden of Repose until Midnight outside in St. James Pavilion) 
March 29th: Good Friday 
 Stations of the Cross (Noon — St. James Pavilion) 
 Service (Veneration of the Cross/Communion— 3pm) 
 Youth Living Stations (5:30pm— POD Yard, bring a lawn chair) 
March 30th: Holy Saturday  
 Blessing of the Easter Food (10am) 
 Easter Vigil (8pm) 
March 31st: Easter Sunday 
 7am Sunrise Mass (outside in St. James Pavilion) 
 9am Mass 
 11am Mass 
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Pray for Peace 

2023 Tax Statement 
If you would like to receive a statement of donations for the year 2023, please 
complete the form below and return it to the parish office or in the offertory at 
Mass. If you would like your statement emailed to you, please include your 
email address or email us at info@stmat.org.  
 
Please PRINT the following information:  
 
Name:__________________________________________________________ 
 
Address: ________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone Number: __________________________________________________ 
 
Email: __________________________________________________________ 

GriefShare 
 
GriefShare at St. Matthew 
Catholic Church began a new 
cycle on Wednesday, February 14. 
Meetings are held in Trinity Hall, 
9:30am  to 11:30am.  GriefShare is 
a 13 session program, and you 
may join at any time.  There will 
be no meeting on April 3rd.  
 
There is no fee, although a free 
will donation would be gratefully 
accepted to help offset the cost of 
materials. All are welcome!   
 
We watch a video and then have a 
discussion. No one has to speak, 
but everyone has a chance to share 
if and when they are ready. 
 
Please register with Dr. Lori 
Puterbaugh at 
drloriputerbaugh@earthlink.net or 
sign up online at GriefShare.org.  
Just enter our zip code, 33777, to 
find our group! 
 
 Do you know someone who could 
benefit from GriefShare?  Please 
invite them to join us, and, if 
possible, come with them to 
provide support the first time. It 
can be very difficult to go to a 
grief support group. Thank you! 
 
Many churches in the area sponsor 
GriefShare groups. No matter 
which church, the program is the 
same! If our day and time don’t 
work, but you feel GriefShare 
could help, please go to 
www.griefshare.org and enter your 
zip code to find groups near you. 
 

Messa in Italiano 
 

Cathedral of St. Jude,  
Our Lady’s Chapel  

5815 5th Avenue North,  
St. Petersburg, FL  

Sunday, March 24, 2024  
at 4:00 pm 

Please come to pray and  
sing in ITALIANO!  

Celebrant:  
Fr. Anthony M. Fortunato, OdeM 

A Big Thank You to these Members of our Blood Donor Ministry who 
Sprang Forward Into Life at our March 10th blood drive!  

 Patients and their Families are Grateful!! 

Clarence Leger 
Colleen Hilliard 
Daniel McCabe 
Daniel Weise 
Deanna Lamrouex 
Dennis Homa 
Diane Daniels 
Diane Jones 
Gina Nunez 

Richard Childress 
Rodney Bullock 
Ronald Lamrouex 
Susan Ryan 
Thomas Brodecki 
Valerie Wostbrock 
Veronica Dennis 
William Taylor 

Gloria Cocker 
Gregory Knupke-Coe 
John Pierotti 
Lisa Limberger 
Mary Ellen Sharp 
Michelle Groux-Hux 
Nathanael Butler 
Paul Knupke 
Pauline Chylinski 
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Sacraments and Ministries 

Parish Staff 
 

Clergy: 

Rev. Jonathan Emery (ext. 205) 
FrJonathan@StMat.org  

 

Deacon Tony Quattrocki (ext. 203) 

Deacon.Tony@stmat.org  
 

 

Coordinator of Faith Formation: 

Marissa Miranda (ext. 207) 
Marissa.Miranda@StMat.org  

 

Youth & Family Ministry:  

Lisa Limberger  (ext. 204) 
Lisa.Limberger@StMat.org  

 

Music Ministry: Chantal Ward  
 

Office Manager:  

Mandy Rose (ext. 201) 
Mandy.Rose@StMat.org  

 

Bookkeeper: 

Bill Slatic 
 bookkeeper@stmat.org  

Maintenance Staff: 
Joe LaFrazia  

Ged Roman 

BAPTISM  OF INFANTS: 
The Sacrament of Baptism 
celebrates God’s love and 
initiates us into the com-
munity of believers called 

the Church.  For Baptism preparation 
classes for parents, contact the parish 
office: (727) 393-1288. We recommend 
attending before the birth of your 
child.  

SACRAMENT OF THE SICK: 
Call the office at any time in case of 
serious sickness. If you are 
hospitalized, the priest assigned to the 
hospital will administer the sacrament. 

SACRAMENT OF MARRIAGE: 
Call the office a minimum of six 
months in advance.  

VOCATIONS:  
Contact Fr. Chuck Dornquast for 
more information at (727) 345-3452 
or  spvocation@dosp.org. 

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL  
SOCIETY: Everyone needs help 
occasionally; asking for it can be difficult. 
The St. Vincent de Paul team here at St. 
Matthew Church provides confidential 
assistance with food, utilities and other 
things as able, to all parish members, 
regardless of location, who are in need of 
help. The team also serves non-members 
living in our designated conference area. 
Please call 727-592-1960 for more 
information. Calls are monitored and 
returned daily, seven days a week.  

SACRAMENTS FOR ADULTS: 
R.C.I.A. is for  adults and unbap-
tized teens wanting to be Catholic 
Christians. Please contact Lisa Lim-
berger at (727) 393-1288 ext. 204. 

WOMEN’S MINISTRY:  
Meets at 6:30pm the third Tuesday of 
every month September through May. 
We welcome new members!  

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS: The 
Knights of Columbus St. Mat-
thew Council #11226, extends 
an invitation to all Catholic 
men to join our council. The 

council meets the First Tuesday of the 
month. If you are interested in hearing 
more about the Knights of Columbus, 
please contact Ben Kristoff at 727-
218-7729. 

CENTERING PRAYER: 
Centering Prayer is a form of silent 
contemplation practiced both as a part 
of a group and in our daily lives. We 
meet in the church for silent prayer 
and a short video on Tuesdays at 
6:30pm. Please feel free to come join 
us. Contact Judi Valori through the 
parish office if you have any 
questions.  

SICK OR HOMEBOUND: 
Please contact the parish office if you, 
or a family member, would like to be 
included in our weekly prayer list. If 
you are unable to attend Mass, let us 
know if you would like to schedule a 
visit from a Eucharistic Minister. 

SACRAMENTS FOR TEENS: 
CONFIRMATION for baptized teens 

wanting to receive this Sacrament. Please 

contact Youth Ministry, Lisa Limberger 

at (727) 393-1288 ext. 204.  

SACRAMENTS FOR CHILDREN: 
First Communion and 
Reconciliation for bap-

tized children ages 7 and 

older. Please contact 

Marissa Miranda at (727) 

393-1288, ext. 207.  

Have You Registered as a 
Member of St. Matthew? 

 
To register as a member: 
 
1. Online at www.stmat.org 

2. New Member Info Packets are 
by the exits of the church. 

3. Come to the Parish Office, 
weekdays and fill out a form. 

4. Call the parish office at  
(727) 393-1288 to register. 

Dr. Lori Puterbaugh: Counseling 
Dr. Lori Puterbaugh, Licensed Mental Health Counselor and Licensed 
Marriage and Family Therapist, is available for individual, couple and 
family counseling on a sliding scale fee basis at Espiritu Santo Catholic 
Church Mondays and Tuesdays, and at St. Matthew Catholic Church 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. Dr. Lori has been in private practice since 
1999 and commissioned by the Lay Pastoral Ministry Institute of our 
diocese. Her background includes Catholic school counseling, and work 
with several Diocesan ministries. Specialty areas are anxiety, depression, 
grief, parenting, marriage/relationship, life stage/phase issues and stress. 
To set an appointment, please call 727-559-0863.  

LINKED MINISTRY:  
Meets monthly for widows and di-
vorced women to connect. Contact the 
office for more information. 

MEN’S BIBLE FELLOWSHIP: 
Meets Mondays at 7pm via Skype. 
Contact Jim Dodson at 727-439-0165 
or jwdodson2@gmail.com. 
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Consider
Remembering
Your Parish in

Your Will
For further information,

 please call the parish office.
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