
 

 

We support the endeavours of the Royal Commission to bring healing to the victims of abuse 

Church's website: www.facingthetruth.org.au  

CATHOLIC Communities of 

     
 844 Centre Rd, East Bentleigh 3165          122 Jasper Rd, Bentleigh 3204    2 Buchan St, Moorabbin 3189  

We deeply respect the Aboriginal Community of Bunnerong upon whose land our parish resides 

ADMIN CENTRE 

844 Centre Rd, East Bentleigh 3165  

Mon - Fri   9:00am – 4:00pm  

Tel:  9579 4255  - AH/Urgent: 0429 521 061 

Email:  officeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au  

Webpage:  www.holytrinityparish.org.au 

Parish Co-ordinator 

Anabel Acosta-Harvey (Mon, Wed, Thurs, Fri) 

Clerical Officers 

Marushka Dias (Monday to Friday) 

Linda De Souza (Wednesday Volunteer) 
 

Bookkeeper  

Luisa May (Monday) 

Email:  financeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au 

Stewardship Program 

Kelvin Wong (Monday & Tuesday Volunteer) 

Email:  Kelvin.Wong@cam.org.au 

PASTORAL CENTRE 
122 Jasper Rd, Bentleigh 3204  

Mon - Fri   9:00am – 2.30pm  

Tel:  9579 4255  - AH/Urgent: 0429 521 061 

Email: pastoralholytrinityparish@cam.org.au 

Pastoral Co-ordinator 

Donrita Reefman (Sat to Thurs fortnightly)  

 

Pastoral Associates (10.00am—3.30pm) 

Cynthia White (Thursday & Friday) 
Loretta Hughes & Sr Delia Donahoe OLSH -  
                                                          (Volunteers) 

Kathy Lillis  (Baptisms)  
 

Sacramental Teachers 
Betty De Marco & Lidia Boschini  
 

Priests: Fr. Jacob M.S.T. (Parish Priest) 

Email:  raju.jacob@cam.org.au  
 

Fr. Paul Gurry       Fr. Clem Cafarella             
Fr. John O’Reilly    Fr. Malcolm Crawford 
Fr. Paul Marshall   Fr. Stephen Hanly 
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THE 23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME YEAR B – 4TH & 5TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

PRIESTS RETIREMENT FOUNDATION APPEAL THIS WEEKEND – 

5TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

Due to the current restrictions, if you would like to contribute towards the 

Priest Retirement Foundation Annual Appeal., we would appreciate if you 

make a deposit to the Priests Retirement Foundation. 

Acc: 578546990             BSB 083 347 

Ref: ‘Parish Name and Parishioners Full Name’ 

Your generosity will be greatly appreciated. Thank you. 

REFLECTION 

Firstly, let me add my best wishes to all fathers, grandfathers, male carers, 

and role models for a happy Father’s Day today. My hope for you is despite 

our current restrictions you get to reflect on, and enjoy, your important role 

with those whom you love and love you– in person or virtually.  

Today’s gospel reminds me of the importance of being truly present              

in whichever situation we find ourselves in. Jesus healed a man with      

physical impediments to his hearing and speech, but how often do we find 

ourselves not really focusing on the people that we are engaging with?    

How often are we not really hearing? Or speaking plainly?      

When we are too worried about what happened yesterday, or what might 

happen tomorrow, we often miss out on the richness of the current 

moment and the opportunity for impact - to create a new relationship,       

or build on an existing one.  

And in these times of such social isolation, disconnection, and uncertainty, 

truly listening and engaging with a person who ‘needs an ear’, in whatever 

way restrictions allow, may just be the ‘miracle’ they need. 

Maybe this week we can challenge ourselves to reach out to 

someone whom we haven’t connected with in a while with 

open ears and a freed tongue.  

Matt Lovegrove - Pastoral Leadership Team 

mailto:officeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au
http://www.holytrinityparish.org.au
mailto:financeholytrinityparish@cam.org.au
mailto:KELVIN.WONG@CAM.ORG.AU
mailto:pastoralholytrinityparish@cam.org.au
mailto:raju.jacob@cam.org.au


 

HOLY TRINITY PARISH 

FEDERATED SCHOOLS 

HOLY TRINITY PARISH NEWS 

Principal Co-ordinator 
Michael Juliff 

St. Peter’s Primary School  
Principal: Michael Hanney 

Phone: 9575 0909 

 

St. Paul’s Primary School  
Principal : Catherine Tammesild 

Phone: 9557 7130 

 

St. Catherine’s Primary School 
Principal: Lynda O’Donnell 

Phone: 9555 7200 
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LECTIO DIVINA ONLINE 
 

Every 2nd week 
Monday, Sept 13,  
7.30pm—9pm  

Tuesday Sept 14, 10.30am to 12pm 

The Gospel of the coming Sunday is the 
basis of reflection and prayer. 

 

If you wish to join please email: 
pacholytrinityparish@cam.org.au  

PASTORAL PERSPECTIVES 
Empowering God ’s People 

The function of the Pastoral team is not simply to provide the various pastoral 
ministries, but to empower you, the people of Holy Trinity Parish, to take up the 
mission of Christ to one another. 
“Where two or three are gathered together in my name, there I am in the midst 
of them” (Matt. 18:20).  You are invited to reconnect with your fellow                  
parishioners via the Faith Development opportunities listed below. 

Ministries waiting for your participation – these cannot operate without you! 

Trinity Care – phone “visits”, taking Holy Communion to the housebound,           
assisting with transport, simple household help, reading aloud, prayer support, 
liaising with other help agencies. 

Funeral & Bereavement Ministry – “The responsibility for the ministry of consolation 

rests with the believing community, which heeds the words and example of the Lord Jesus: 

'Blessed are they who mourn; they shall be consoled' (Matthew 5:3). Each Christian shares 

in this ministry according to the various gifts and offices in the Church” (Order of Christian 

Funerals, #9).  Expressions of interest are invited to join this wonderful “Ministry of        

Consolation”.  Formation and Training will be provided. 

Mass Volunteering (Liturgical Ministries) – music, proclaiming, slide operation, 
Mass teams…the Liturgical Ministry Form will be made available when we come 
out of lockdown. 
For further information about any of these, contact the Pastoral Centre: 

PACHolyTrinityParish@cam.org.au. 

ST PETER’S LIVE STREAMING MASS - Please join us for Mass on Saturdays                 
at 6.30pm http://holytrinityparish.org.au/?page_id=3165 

COME LISTEN LIVE! 

TOPIC - God's Dreaming - Dr Mary Coloe pbvm 

Silence & Solitude are essential Spiritual          
disciplines.  An opportunity to reflect, share        

and grow in your faith journey.   
Wednesday, Sept 8 

Morning session: 10.30am-12pm 
Evening session: 7.30pm—9pm 

ALL WELCOME. If you wish to join us please 
email: pacholytrinityparish@cam.org.au  

SHARE THE MASS 

Re-connect with fellow-parishioners during lockdown. Join us as we  
re-visit the recorded St Peter’s Vigil Mass. Share the breaking open 
of the Word. Pray together. 
 

Monday September 6, from 2pm to 3:30pm. 

To register, please email Donrita PACHolyTrinityParish@cam.org.au  

PRIESTS RETIREMENT 

FOUNDATION APPEAL 

THIS WEEKEND  

5TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

Due to the current  
restrictions, if you would 
like to contribute towards      
the Priests Retirement 
Foundation Annual  
Appeal. We appreciate 
you make the deposit to 
the following account. 
 
Priests Retirement  
Foundation Account.  
Account details are as 
below:    

Acc: 578 54 699 

BSB: 083 347 

Ref: ‘Parish name &  

Parishioners full name’  

 
Your generosity will be 

greatly appreciated. 
Thank you. 

https://www.spbentleigheast.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.spbentleigh.catholic.edu.au/
https://www.scmoorabbin.catholic.edu.au/
https://%C2%A0loretta@stsimonsparish.com.au/
mailto:pacholytrinityparish@cam.org.au
mailto:PACHolyTrinityParish@cam.org.au
http://holytrinityparish.org.au/?page_id=3165
mailto:pacholytrinityparish@cam.org.au
mailto:PACHolyTrinityParish@cam.org.au


 

 

HAPPY  

FATHER’S  

DAY! 

FATHER’S DAY REFLECTIONS FROM OUR HOLY TRINITY COMMUNITY 

GARRY CLYNES, St. Catherine’s Community 
“The state of being a father” is how my dictionary defines fatherhood, as does “wet” 
defines the state of being caught in the rain. Both of these definitions fall so short of 
my personal experience of these states. The honour, responsibility, wonder and love 
involved in achieving this state involves other people- where does fatherhood fall 
without the love of a wonderful wife, and the good fortune to be blessed with five 
healthy successful children? Fatherhood introduced me to the real world of  
responsibility. And, so widened the meaning of the love I know I had found at  

marriage in the delight, amazement, thankfulness and joy as our family matured and moved on to their own adult 
lives, mostly in a similar manner to our own.  
An indirect and delightful bonus of being a father is that it is even more wonderful to be a grandfather, perhaps 
summed up by a couple of grandchildren some time ago. “Nanna knows where to find things, and Grandpa knows 
how to fix everything”. Fatherhood also involves prioritising desires as simple as projects planned, but deferred,          
as more urgent needs must be dealt with as the need arises.                                                                                               
Thank you to all the fathers past, present and future- Deo Gratias Pater Noster. 
 

LLEWELLYN NORONHA - Father’ Day Memories 

On a day like today – Father’s Day – memories of many past events come flooding in. After my first marriage  
ended in the premature death of my first wife, my 2 boys were just 7 & 11 (stores with that name had opened up all 
over Victoria). As a single father it was difficult to care for them as well as go to work, complete a degree and also   
socialise ( l was 40 then) to find me a second wife. To begin with, l had to learn how to cook as my mother had 
“handicapped” me by doing every little thing for me. Don’t get me wrong, l appreciated all the great work my parents 
did to bring me up. But somehow l think, in those days, many mothers found their power over their  
families through control of the Kitchen. Preparing lunches, dressing the boys, dropping them off to school, going to 
work, picking them up again, preparing the evening meal, rushing off to night classes, and even after that at 10 p.m. 
or so spending time with friends (every third day or thereabout), took a lot out of a single parent such as me. So today, 
my thoughts go out to all the single fathers celebrating Father’s day. In so many ways l think of them along with 
thoughts of our Heavenly Father (He is also single) who also cares for His children.  
Never a moment of life goes by without our Father in Heaven giving us fathers His Grace. At 60 years l married again 
and once more have two more boys, 15 & 16. But this time l am a househusband and do all the house chores at a     
leisurely pace. The challenges are different though. Playing Cricket, Soccer or Aussie Rules Football with aching bones 
and joints is never easy. Also, being a taxi driver with no pay as l drive the children (the older ones as well) to the many 
places they have to go is yet another hardship. One could go on with the many things a father has to dutifully do for 
one’s family. However, one should take comfort in the thought that if asked - on the last day – “when l (Jesus) came 
to stay in your house on earth, did you care for me?”   one’s answer would be a resounding YES. 
 

KEITH GONSALVEZ 

Being a father is an honour and a blessing from God. I am a father to a daughter and have 
been told that I am a father-figure to many nieces, nephews and local junior tennis players.  
To me being a father or father figure has meant that I have tried to be loving, nurturing,  
supportive, available to listen; and to provide advice and guidance when needed.  
Allowing my child and the other children in my family to grow into independent, honest, 
kind, caring, respectful and valuable members of society is what I have made every effort 
to try to achieve. 
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FATHER’S DAY REFLECTIONS FROM OUR HOLY TRINITY COMMUNITY 

TERRY FARRELL  - FATHER OF EIGHT CHILDREN 

When I first became married, and children arrived instead of ‘you and I’, it quickly became ‘us’. From this 
point on, a purpose for life begins. Being a father brings in a form of responsibility and the focus of life 
becomes your children. All the other things that were so important take second place to the family.      
Children are not toys or luxury items, but a purpose to your life. 
Being a father draws your awareness to your responsibilities. Children draw out of you - your love,         
compassion, understanding and at time discipline. We have enjoyed great happiness, joy, and tears as 
we journeyed through their lives. My life would be very empty without the shared journey in their lives. 

My earliest memories were formed around my Catholic Faith which was shared with my family. This was the foundation 
which formed the framework for love, compassion and the compass that guided my life. On entering the journey of             
fatherhood, the focus steered away from myself and my own interests. Throughout the passage of my family’s life, my 
words, actions, and deeds existed to provide an example to my children, to encourage them to live their lives in a way they 
would be proud, in the hope they would draw upon this to guide their own children. 
I have been blessed on this journey with a life partner, of extraordinary unselfishness, a mother and grandmother who has 
bound us all together. The fruit of the vine is shown in the constant connectedness of children and grandchildren even 
through times when it has been difficult. Being a father brings so many rewards, joy, happiness, laughter, compassion, 
tears, and hope. A wellspring of love that I regularly thank God for. 

 

CHRISTOPHER WHITE  
Well, try being a dad and a husband in a family of three women! Whew - I’m the best dad and the most  
loving husband when I give into these girls of mine ! Jokes aside – the very best thing that I have achieved 
in my life time is the title “DAD”. We have our differences of opinions, our grumpy moments and endured 
many moments of sulk – but all in the spirit of unconditional love. From the experience of being present at 
their births, to every week netball games, to never ending home concerts, to teaching them to bait up and 
catch their first fish in Mallacoota and to helping them choose their vehicles – I am now being told I drive 
too slowly and that I absolutely cannot fall asleep during Schitt’s Creek. The title DAD is a blessing that I 

would not trade for all the tea in China or the 90 mill lotto ! So on Father’s Day – I need no accolades or affirmations – I am 
the one who is honoured! I have won the lotto big time with the love of my family and being dad to my girls Lara and Aviva 
and a husband to my loving wife Cynthia! PS – thought I’d better add the wife part too ‘cos I couldn’t be a dad without her! 

 

CHRIS RENWICK - Father’s Day 2021 

Being a father and now a grandfather comes with plenty of challenges but far more rewards. 
My wife Jane and I have four children; even though my confidence grew as each child was born there was 
always so much more to learn about parenting. I would draw on lessons I had learned through my own 
childhood and mix this with what I believed was best for them. I am very proud of our children and the 
adults that they have become. 
The reward of all the hard work of having children is the gift of grandchildren. It’s incredible to witness    
our children raising their own families; we have been blessed with eight beautiful grandchildren.  

As the years pass I am able to step back just a little, but my role as a father and grandfather continues and will always       
be first and foremost every day. 

 
BRYAN LOBO 
What it means to be a Father. Unfortunately, nothing prepares one for becoming a father. One is guided 
by the example of one’s parents and grandparents and from the community. We do not get to choose 
our children but we take what we get and learn to love them for what they are, to the best of our ability.  
Fatherhood changed me from being self-serving to serving a greater purpose. As with life, I do not have 
all the answers. I do what I believe is best for my children and hope that they will appreciate everything 
that has been done for them, in time.  
We love our children no matter what. Being a father has taught me that I am called to love                          

unconditionally, just as the Father loves us. Being a father is tough for I am an imperfect human in an imperfect world,                    
but I strive to improve and hope that my children will learn from my example.  
I am proud of my children and I hope that they are as proud of me as I am of them. In the end, the aim of every father 
should be to make his child a better human being. I hope that I have done that. 
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FATHER’S DAY REFLECTIONS FROM OUR HOLY TRINITY COMMUNITY 

TIM COURTNEY 
My wife and I have three children (2 boys & 1 girl). Being self-employed I was able to have most weekends at 
home with the family so was available to help at the children's activities - Little athletics, Ballet, Netball,  
Football, Basketball and School Camps. This kept me close to our children. Fatherhood is a very enjoyable time   
in my life and still is. I have learnt so many lessons which have improved me as a parent and a person. Now   

being a Grandparent to nine Grandchildren it`s all happening again. WHAT A WONDERFUL LIFE!  
 

DOMINIC CARVALHO 
For me, being a friend to both my boys is what defines Fatherhood. Becoming a father is a gift from God and 
we must cherish every moment of it. When I became a dad for the first time, there was a lot of expectation 
along with responsibility and challenges. At first, there were so many life changes with sleep deprivation  
taking top honours. But thinking about it down the years, it was all worth it. When the second boy was born,  

I already had the experience, so I knew what to expect. I was a coach to the elder one, but by the time the second one came 
of age, I became a referee and still am in the same position. A family that prays together, stays together! I hope I can instill 
this value in both my boys so that they can take it further for many generations to come. Here’s wishing all the devoted and 
lovely Fathers, A HAPPY FATHERS’ DAY! 
 

GERARD GRIFFIN 
When I first heard the news that my wife was pregnant and you are going to be a father, my focus was very 
much in the short term. It was all about preparing to cope with having a baby to care for and nurture. How will 
we handle the sleepless nights, the feeding routines as well as the change to the existing household patterns 
and schedules? How can I support my wife in the best possible way? Over time and with the blessing of having 
other children, the focus shifted and with time I have become so much more conscious of the example I set and 
most importantly the actions that I role model particularly when faced with periods of stress and anxiety. I am 

now very conscious of setting an example as a father. It is okay to be vulnerable. It is okay to admit you don’t have all the 
answers, to admit mistakes and apologise to your children regardless of their age. It is also healthy to seek the thoughts of 
others on certain fatherly and parental tasks! But underpinning it all, I hope, is a father and a parent that tries to live by 
certain principles and certain values. Right now, I am very conscious of my attitude to diversity and inclusion in our society.  
I hope I demonstrate to my children - there is a place for all in our society – no bias & true equality. Now more than ever 
males particularly but not exclusively, need to demonstrate this to the next generation. 

 

ERNEST COLLINS - Father is a person who plays a vital role in the upbringing of his children. I have been   

immensely blessed and have the privilege, honour and favour of Our Almighty God to have two beautiful children 
through my marriage and the joy of being called a Father. The word father brings to mind varied images of      
provider, protector, educator, teacher, role model, hero and many more. As I walk down memory lane, I recall 
the day I received the news I was going to be a father; the pride and joy of that moment is still fresh in my mind 

as it were yesterday. The day our first born came into this world is the best feeling as a parent that one could imagine. We 
created our little princess and her birth gave me the perfect title one could ask for and that was “Daddy”.  I was now a    
Daddy to my “princess” as I still call her to this day.  I couldn’t wait to watch her grow and each passing day brought so 
much joy and happiness with each milestone she achieved. Proud as punch as her Dad I cherished every moment of her 
growing up. Soon came along our second child our son the one to carry my name and lineage. My joy knew no bounds and 
once again it was cherishing the moments of him growing, learning and teaching him along the way. Each child is unique 
and the joy they brought me as a father is beyond compare. A father’s love is immeasurable and I have done my utmost to 
be there for them through thick and thin. As the adage goes “Home is the first school and parents are the first teachers”.   
I believe as a father I have been there to support my family, teach my children the right values, provide for them the best      
I could and share priceless moments of special occasions of christenings, birthdays, school achievements, holy communion, 
friends’ parties, family outings and to the point of seeing my children get married. Blessed to have my son married during 
the short lockdown free period earlier this year. Today I am the proud father of a solicitor daughter and engineer son and 
my cup has overflowed with the Lord’s blessings. The title of Grand-father and God-father have been added feathers to my 
cap. Through it all my wife has been my strength and support. As a family it was important for me to provide guidance 
through my children’s faith journey and ensure they had a well-founded love for the Lord. Being from a staunch Catholic 
family was worn as a badge of honour as I grew up, I passed this torch on to my children and I am happy that they are 
grown up as good human beings first of all and remained in the faith as good Christians, imbibing the values of faith,      
hope and charity. Love surpasses all and most of all I teach my children and grandchildren to be loving, caring individuals.   
In conclusion I am ever grateful to my God, My Maker for being able to boldly face all the challenges of a migrant to this 
lucky country and be the best father I can be and to now call Australia home. I wish all the Fathers, Grand-fathers,            
God-fathers in our faith community and beyond of Holy Trinity Parish a blessed and joyous Fathers’ Day. 
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For Healing 
 

St. PETER’s: Jong Labrador, Noel and Neeliya Edema, Freddie Pynadath, George Regos, Suzanne Sipos, David Robertson,                

Betty Pattison, Ariel Mayo, Steven, Reg Smythe, Baby Jaiden Bruce, Jeanette Webb, Yvonne May, Avis Smith, Mary Leyshon, Lois Durkin,  
Margaret Buttigieg, Kevin Owens, Emma Thursky, Victoria, Sharon Markell, Val Hendry, Ashley Popov, Bob Cull, Sam Williams,            
Jackie Greeley, Helen Mille, Wan Kok On, Wayne Butteriss, Rosemary Anthonisz, Sue Bartlett (Austin), Dr Edna Pereira, Martin Johnson, 
Tyson Joseph, Naomi Puf, George, Sandra Jones (Qld), Leonie Kerley, Vince Bezzina, Riley Sinclair, Jakob Deans, Mark Lewis,                 
Judy Meehan, Jenny Liston, Josh Kelly, Eric Dodd, Cyril Johnstone. 
 

St. PAUL’s: Aileen Gallagher, Joshua Smith, Noelle Tierney, Tanya Wall, Peter Morrissey, Barbara Stife, Margaret Leigh. 
 

St. CATHERINE’s: Leo Mercuri, Michael Ebzery, Pat Molloy, Larry Muir, Robyn Roberts, Mary Hackett, Gillian Gamble, Anita Meares, 

Philip Wszola, Allan Bui, Bill Baird, Matthew Connors, Anthony Leggiero, Peter Brown, Aubrey Milhussin, Rodney Butts, Tony Mallozzi, 
Emma Mallozzi, Noreen Davidson, Dolly Hoff, Anne Grounds, Peter Wilson, Jeff Rudland, Karen Ogden, Peter Jennings, Eileen Ellerton 

Pray for Our Community 

1st Death Anniversaries around this time 
St. CATHERINE’s: Lorette Iacono. 
 

Anniversaries occurring around this time 
St. PETER’s: Fred Lipinski, Partha Mandal, Neilson Fernandes, Doreen Thomas, 
Joseph & Mary Fernandes, Arthur & Hazel Fernandes, Teresa & Cyril Athaide, 
Ronnie & Colette Pereira, Sr. Christina OLSH, Aisla Ryan, Nancy Hall,                 
Frank Brennan. 

St. PAUL’S: Wayne Breeding, Bernard Hoy, Vincenzo De Losa.  

St. CATHERINE’s: George Younes, Silvio Marinelli, Domenica (Mimma) Fulco,  
David Howe, Kevin Dynon, Lucia Cerisara (5 years), Gerard Cummins,                    
Pauline Crough.

Recently Deceased 

St. PETER’s: Vincent Anthony Costa, Marco Paoli, 

Joseph Barbuto, Alfio Pappalardo, Frank Gill. 

St. PAUL’s: Michael McGrory. 

St. CATHERINE’s: Francis (Frank) Gill. 
 

Monthly Remembrance 

St. CATHERINE’s: Jolyn Butler. 
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The Story of the Nativity of the Blessed Virgin Mary – Celebrated Sept 8 

The Church has celebrated Mary’s birth since at least the sixth century.           
A September birth was chosen because the Eastern Church begins its Church 
year with September. The September 8 date helped determine the date for 
the feast of the Immaculate Conception on December 8. Although scripture 
does not give an account of Mary’s birth, the apocryphal Protoevangelium of 
James fills in the gap. According to this account, Anna and Joachim are         
infertile but pray for a child. They receive the promise of a child who           

advance God’s plan of salvation for the world. Such a story, like many biblical counterparts, stresses the special 
presence of God in Mary’s life from the beginning. Accessed from https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/nativity

-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary 2/9/2021. 

FUNERAL SERVICES FOR THE RECENTLY DECEASED 

Our heartfelt prayers and condolences to the families of Alfio Pappalardo, Vincent Anthony Costa, Frank Gill,  

Marco Paoli and Michael McGrory. 

Alfio Pappalardo - Funeral Mass at St. Peter’s on Thurs, 02.09.2021 at 11:00am.   

LiveStreaming Link- - https://tobin.5stream.com/webcast/76579  

Vincent Anthony Costa - Funeral Mass at St. Peter’s on Thurs, 02.09.2021 at 1:30pm. 

Live Streaming Link - https://www.lifememorials.com.au/vincent-costa-livestream/  

Frank Gill - Funeral Mass at St. Catherine’s on Thurs, 02.09.2021 at 1:30pm  

Marco Paoli - Funeral Mass at St. Peter’s on Fri, 03.09.2021 at 10:30am.    

Michael McGrory - Funeral Mass at St. Paul’s on Fri, 03.09.2021 at 10:30am  

Live Streaming Link - http://www.myeventlive.com.au/mcgrory/  

BIRTHDAY WISHES -  We wish Pat McMillan “A Happy birthday” as she celebrates her 90th birthday on 
the 8th Sept. A great milestone achieved for this very lovely lady! Lots of love & good wishes from our                      

Holy Trinity Communities! 

https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/nativity-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/nativity-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary
https://tobin.5stream.com/webcast/76579
https://www.lifememorials.com.au/vincent-costa-livestream/
http://www.myeventlive.com.au/mcgrory/


 

 

DID YOU KNOW…?  

At the Annual National Prayer Breakfast on February 2, 1984,           
Ronald Reagan, the former president of the United States, told the old 
story of "the little monk," Telemachus, a martyr whose self-sacrificial  
commitment to Christian ideals opened the blind eyes and deaf ears       
of the Romans and their fifth century Christian Emperor Honorius.  
According to the story, this Turkish monk was led by an inner voice to    
go to Rome in order to stop the cruel and inhuman gladiatorial fights be-
tween slaves. He followed the crowds to the Coliseum where two gladiators were fighting.           
He jumped into the arena and tried to stop them, shouting "In the name of Christ, hold back!" 
The gladiators stopped, but the spectators became indignant. A group of them rushed into the 
arena and beat Telemachus to death. When the crowd saw the brave little monk lying dead          
in a pool of blood, they fell silent, leaving the stadium, one by one. Three days later, because       
of Telemachus' heroic sacrifice of his own life, the Emperor decreed an end to the games.                  
In today's Gospel, which describes the miraculous healing of a deaf mute, we are invited to open 
our ears and eyes, loosen our tongues and pray for the courage of our Christian convictions to    
become the voice of the voiceless. 
 

First reading, Isaiah 35:4-7: The Jews are returning to their homeland after decades of exile         
in Babylon. Their arrival causes great friction with the other tribes already there, especially the 
Edomites. Hence, Isaiah reminds Israelites that when God leads his people home, He will work 
miracles on behalf of those who need it most: blind, deaf, lame and mute persons.  He assures 
them that God blesses their return, and that they should be confident and not fearful. He opens 
his prophetic admonition with one of the most frequent Biblical commands, “Fear not.” The  
life-giving streams of water bursting forth in the desert symbolize whatever is needed to achieve 
peace and fullness of life. The prophet gives the Israelites the assurance that  God will continue 
to save them from their enemies, will open their eyes to  the reality of what He is providing        
for them  and will open their ears to  what He has to tell them through His priests and prophets. 
This reading from Isaiah echoes the words of compliment given to Jesus by the people in today’s  
healing story, "He has done all things well; he makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak." 
 

Second Reading, James 2:1-5: In this very practical pastoral letter, James points out to the  
members of the Church that they should treat others, whether they are rich or poor with equal 
honor and courtesy. James is not writing speculative theology, but reacting to real hurts inflicted 
on real people, and calling real Christians to a higher level of charity and responsibility. He  
exposes the sad irony of a Christian's giving special consideration to someone who is fashionably 
dressed and wearing gold rings, while shaming the poor man in his shabby dress. The poor man, 
James says, is poor in the eyes of the world but rich in faith because he recognizes his  
dependence on God for everything and acknowledges that dependence in how he lives and acts. 
James insists that Christians “should show no partiality.” In a society like ours, which values  
people who have much money, great power or celebrity status, James' admonition turns our  
cultural assumptions upside-down and inside-out. That's what makes our showing respect to  
everyone we encounter, despite social and/or economic status,  and our treating all people          
as children of God, our brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ, a most valuable, living witness             
to him who died to save us all. 
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THE WORD OF THE LORD - YEAR B 

THE 23RD SUNDAY IN ORDINARY 

TIME  - 5TH SEPTEMBER 2021 

 
Entrance Antiphon Ps 118:137, 124 
You are just, O Lord, and your judgement is right; 
treat your servant in accord with your merciful love. 
 

First Reading Is 35:4-7 

A reading from the prophet Isaiah 

Then the ears of the deaf shall be opened and the 
tongues of the dumb speak. 

Say to all faint hearts, ‘Courage! Do not be afraid. ‘Look, 
your God is coming, vengeance is coming, the retribution 
of God; he is coming to save you.’ Then the eyes of the 
blind shall be opened, the ears of the deaf unsealed, then 
the lame shall leap like a deer and the tongues of the 
dumb sing for joy; for water gushes in the desert, streams 
in the wasteland, the scorched earth becomes a lake, the 
parched land springs of water. 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsorial Psalm Ps 145:7-10. R. v.1 

(R.) Praise the Lord, my soul! 

Or  

(R.) Alleluia! 

1. It is the Lord who keeps faith for ever, who is just to 
those who are oppressed. It is he who gives bread to the 
hungry, the Lord, who sets prisoners free. (R.) 

2. It is the Lord who gives sight to the blind, who raises up 
those who are bound down, the Lord who loves the just, 
the Lord, who protects the stranger. (R.) 

3. The Lord upholds the widow and orphan, but thwarts 
the path of the wicked. The Lord will reign for ever, Zion’s 
God, from age to age. (R.) 
 

Second Reading Jas 2:1-5 

A reading from the letter of St James 

Has not God chosen the poor of the world to inherit 
the kingdom? 

My brothers, do not try to combine faith in Jesus Christ, 
our glorified Lord, with the making of distinctions 
between classes of people. Now suppose a man comes 
into your synagogue, beautifully dressed and with a gold 
ring on, and at the same time a poor man comes in, in 
shabby clothes, and you take notice of the well-dressed 
man, and say, ‘Come this way to the best seats’; then you 
tell the poor man, ‘Stand over there’ or ‘You can sit on the 
floor by my foot-rest.’ Can’t you see that you have used 

two different standards in your mind, and turned 
yourselves into judges, and corrupt judges at that? 
Listen, my dear brothers: it was those who are poor 
according to the world that God chose, to be rich in faith 
and to be the heirs to the kingdom which he promised to 
those who love him. 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Gospel Acclamation cf. Mt 4:23 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Jesus preached the Good News of the kingdom 
and healed all who were sick. 
Alleluia! 
 

Gospel Mk 7:31-37 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to Mark 

He makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak. 

Returning from the district of Tyre, Jesus went by way of 
Sidon towards the sea of Galilee, right through the 
Decapolis region. And they brought him a deaf man who 
had an impediment in his speech; and they asked him to 
lay his hand on him. He took him aside in private, away 
from the crowd, put his fingers into the man’s ears and 
touched his tongue with spittle. Then looking up to 
heaven he sighed; and he said to him, ‘Ephphatha,’ that is, 
‘Be opened.’ And his ears were opened, and the ligament 
of his tongue was loosened and he spoke clearly. And 
Jesus ordered them to tell no one about it, but the more 
he insisted, the more widely they published it. Their 
admiration was unbounded. ‘He has done all things well,’ 
they said ‘he makes the deaf hear and the dumb speak.’ 

The Gospel of the Lord.  

Praise to You Lord Jesus Christ. 

Communion Antiphon Cf. Ps 41:2-3 

Like the deer that yearns for running 
streams, so my soul is yearning for 
you, my God; my soul is thirsting for 
God, the living God.  
 

 

Readings for The 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B   
12th September 2021 

First Reading: Is 50:5-9 

Second Reading: Jas 2:14-18 

Gospel: Mk 8:27-35 
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